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STATISTICS 


Area  - 10  square  miles. 


Population,  1976-23,585. 

REGISTERED  RESIDENTS 


PRECINCT 

PRECINCT 
UNDER  17 

17  & OLDER 

TOTAL 

1 

901 

2037 

2938 

2 

939 

2079 

3018 

3 

693 

2221 

2914 

4 

932 

1981 

2913 

5 

760 

2100 

2860 

6 

837 

2110 

2947 

7 

894 

2106 

3000 

8 

981 

2014 

2995 

6937 

16648 

23585 

Reading  Residents  65 -l-  = 8. 1 % of  Population. 


REGISTERED  VOTERS 


Precinct 

Republicans 

Democrats 

Independent 

Total 

1 

389 

483 

602 

1474 

2 

337 

470 

605 

1412 

3 

305 

450 

571 

1326 

4 

498 

439 

557 

1494 

5 

420 

472 

556 

1448 

6 

459 

457 

589 

1505 

7 

533 

430 

607 

1570 

8 

424 

407 

641 

1472 

3365 

3608 

4728 

11701 

HOUSING 
Public  Housing. 

Tannerville  Elderly  Housing  - 80  Units. 
Section  8 Subsidized  Housing  - 55  Units. 
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TYPE 


NO. 


UNITS 


One  Family  Homes 

5483 

1 

Two  Family  Homes 

375 

750 

Three  Family  Homes 

23 

69 

Four  Family  & Over 

36 

1664 

Store  Apartments 

28 

28 

Federal: 

Seventh  Congressional  District 

Edwa/d  J.  Markey  - 223-2781 
2100-A  J.F.K.  Bldg. 

Boston,  Mass.  02203 

Senators 

Edward  M.  Kennedy  - 223-2826 
2400  J.F.K.  Bldg. 

Boston,  Mass.  02203 

Edward  W.  Brooke  -223-7240 
2003-H  J.F.K.  Bldg. 

Boston,  Mass.  02203 


State: 


Fifth  Councillor  District 

Dr.  John  F.  Markey  - 1-683-8782-OFFICE 
246  Turnpike  St. 

North  Andover,  Mass.  01845 

First  Essex  & Middlesex  Senatorial  District 

William  L.  Saltonstall 
State  House 
Boston,  Mass.  02133 

Thirty-second  Middlesex  Representative  District 

Nils  L.  Nordberg 
32  Pennsylvania  Ave., 

Reading,  Mass.  01867 
944-5087 

Fourth  District  Court  of  Eastern  Middlesex 

30  Pleasant  St. 

Woburn,  Mass.  01801 
935-4000 
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Town  Officers 


1976 


Term  Expires 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


James  J.  Sullivan,  Chairman 

1977 

Richard  J.  Ogden,  Secretary 

1978 

Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr. 

1979 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
John  W.  Agnew,  Jr. 

TREASURER 
James  N.  Boyd,  Jr. 
TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
Richard  E.  Gould 
TOWN  COLLECTOR 
C.  Dewey  Smith 
MODERATOR 
Kenneth  C.  Latham 
TOWN  CLERK 
Lawrence  Drew 
TOWN  COUNSEL 
Tyler  & Reynolds  & Craig 
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BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


William  E.  Locke,  Chairman  1979 

Michael  T.  Sullivan,  Secretary  1977 

Robert  I.  Nordstand  1978 

BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS 

Joseph  P.  Riemer,  Chairman  1978 

Pearl  E.  Malphrus  1977 

Daniel  F.  Driscoll,  Jr.  1979 

Lawrence  Drew,  Clerk  1978 

BOARD  OF  APPEAL 

John  A.  Anderson,  Chairman  1977 

John  B.  Tewksbury,  Secretary  1979 

William  H.  Watt  1978 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS  OF  BOARD  OF  APPEAL 

Elizabeth  M.  Kay  1978 

Eugene  A.  Nigro  1979 

PLANNING  BOARD 

Maureen  T.  O’Brien,  Chairman  1979 

George  V.  Hines,  Secretary  1977 

Joseph  C.  Sturm  1978 

Curt  E.  Nitzsche  1977 

Charles  J.  Keller  1979 

PERSONNEL  BOARD 

John  C.  Newman,  Chairman  1979 

Charlotte  Thompson  1979 

Domenic  Patalano  1979 

Winslow  F.  Blake  1980 

Bayard  R.  Lincoln  1980 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis,  Chairman  1978 

Charles  W.  Hewitt,  Vice-Chairman  1977 

John  L.  Black  1977 

Michael  J.  Haley  1977 

Donald  Trudeau  1977 

Mark  Whelton  1977 

Carl  A.  Beaulieu  1978 

John  W.  Faria  1978 

Bayard  R.  Lincoln  1978 

John  M.  Silvaggi  1978 

Douglas  A.  Cowell  1979 

Paul  E.  Dube  1979 

David  M.  Morton  1979 

Mary  S.  Ziegler  1979 

Paul  T.  Metcalf  1979 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Thomas  J.  Downd,  M.D.,  Chairman  1977 

John  D.  Cafazzo  1979 

Sandra  J.  Trainor  1978 

DIRECTOR  VETERANS’  SERVICES 

Veterans’  Benefits  Agent 

Russell  F.  Winam 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  W.  Bruce  MacDonald,  Chairman  1978 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walsh,  Vice-Chairman  1977 

Mrs.  Nancy  Elgart  1977 

Mrs.  Mary  Jolene  Guerra  1978 

Mr.  Louis  Martinage  1979 

Mr.  Eugene  R.  Nigro  1979 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Robert  S.  Wells 
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SCHOOL  PHYSICAN 


Robert  W.  Wakeling,  D.O. 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

John  B.  Pacino  1977 

BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Edward  F.  Fuller,  Jr.,  Chairman  1979 

Alfred  R.  Johnson,  Secretary  1977 

William  H.  Diamond  1977 

Robert  J.  Fields  1978 

Barbara  E.  Winkler  1979 

George  M.  Richards  1978 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

John  H.  Russell,  Chairman  1979 

Paul  C.  Dustin,  Secretary  1979 

Lawrence  R.  Blood  1978 

John  W.  Price  1977 

Alexander  T.  Botka  1978 

MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 

John  H.  Crooker,  Chairman  1978 

Frank  C.  Graupner,  Secretary  1977 

Allan  E.  Ames  1977 

BOARD  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 

Clifford  P.  Wadman,  Chairman  1978 

Charles  E.  Ellis,  Jr.,  Secretary  1979 

CarlH.  Amon,  Jr.  1977 

Edward  N.  Dube  1978 

Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr.  1977 

Fred  C.  Kenney,  Jr.  1979 

RECREATION  COMMITTEE 

Duane  B.  Heineck,  Chairman  1979 

Mary  Jolene  Guerra  1978 

Judith  A.  McCaffrey  1979 

JohnMorabito  1977 
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Newell  H.  Morton  1978 

Donald  I.  Pierce  1979 

John  W.  Price  1978 

Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  1979 

Robert  Sullivan  1977 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Janet  Pierce,  Executive  Director 

Philip  R.  White,  Jr.,  Chairman  1980 

Charles  Stratton,  Treasurer  1981 

Edouard  N.  Dube,  Vice  Chairman  1978 

Richard  S.  Dempster,  Asst.,  Treasurer  1979 

Frank  J.  Johnson,  Jr.,  Asst.,  Secretary  1981 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

Virginia  G.  Hodson,  Chairman 

Jean  Dube 

James  J.  Dumas,  Jr. 

Rev.  Fred  Emrich 
Vincent  Guerra,  M.D. 

Verna  Lantz 
Elizabeth  Louanis 
Edith  Sias 
Charles  Stratton 
Robert  Sullivan 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  MOTH  WORK 
Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

TREE  WARDEN 
Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS 
Charles  H.  Stamatis 
WIRE  INSPECTOR 
Blanchard  K.  Stoddart 
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INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 


William  R.  Harrison 
GAS  INSPECTOR 
William  R.  Harrison 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  & MEASURES 
Charles  H.  Carroll 
DOG  OFFICER 

Ceil  Gallagher 

INSPECTOR  OF  MILK  & FOODS 

James  J.  Nugent,  Jr. 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 
Gardiner  A.  Lester,  D.V.M. 

CUSTODIAN  OF  SOLDIERS’  AND  SAILOR’S  GRAVES 

J.  Henry  Vik 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

John  W.  Agnew,  Jr. 

CONSTABLES 

Sally  M.  Hoyt 
Lloyd  W.  Locke,  Jr 

CONTRIBUTORY  RETIREMENT  BOARD 

George  R.  Larson,  Chairman 
Richard  E.  Gould,  Secretary 
John  F.  Tormey 
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INSURANCE  COMMITTEE 


Consists  of  Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Treasurer 
and  Chairman  of  Finance  Committee 

LAW  COMMITTEE 


Consists  of  Chairman  of  the  Following  Boards: 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Planning  Board 

Board  of  Public  Works 

Board  of  Assessors 

Board  of  Cemetary 

School  Committee 

Board  of  Health 

Municipal  Light  Board 

Board  of  Library  Trustees 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 


George  R.  Larson,  Chairman  1979 

EbbeEbbeson  1982 

David  E.  Hersee  1977 


James  W.  Boyd,  Jr.,  Secretary 

Town  Treasurer  and  Chairman  Board  of  Selectmen  Members  Ex-Officio 


COMMITTEE  ON  TOWN  FORESTS 

George  B.  Perry,  Chairman  1979 

Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr.,  Vice  Chairman  1978 

Benjamin  E.  Nichols,  Secretary  1977 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


Lynn  Statz,  Co-Chairman 

1979 

R.  Gary  Gilbert,  Co-Chairman 

1977 

Nancy  W.  Anderson 

1978 

James  R.  Boucher 

1977 

Henry  W.  Fienemann 

1979 

Jean  Westwater 

1979 

Thomas  Riley 

1979 

COMMITTEE  ON  ELM  TREE  PROTECTION 

Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

Charles  Stratton 


1 1 


MEASURES  OF  LUMBER 


Harold  B.  Currell 
Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

MEASURES  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK 

Harold  B.  Currell 
Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

FIELD  DRIVERS 

Norman  B.  Small,  Jr. 

Ronald  A.  Winslow 

REPRESENTATIVE  METROPOLITAN 
AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 


Joseph  C.  Sturm 


1979 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT  ROSTER 
CHIEF 

John  F.  Beaudoin 
LIEUTENANTS 
Edward  M.  Hubbard 

Bernard  J.  Paiva  Fred  Granelli 


LIEUTENANT-DETECTIVE 

Edward  W.  Marchand 

SERGEANTS 

Robert  E.  Marchand 


William  F.  Keefe 


Gerald  F.  Hoyt 


PATROLMAN-DETECTIVES 


Leo  S.  Iacopucci  Richard  L.  Nelson 

John  Green  David  E.  Saunders 


SAFETY  OFFICER 

Joseph  W.  Cormier 
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PATROLMEN 


George  A.  LeFave 
Evan  P.  Edwards 
Raymond  J.  Doucette 
Leonard  P.  Hoyt 
William  E.  Arakelian 
William  A.  Pacunas 
Paul  G.  Peoples 
Paul  A.  Vallee 
Joseph  R.  Veno 
Murray  C.  Airhart 
Walter  R.  Franklin 
Hobart  E.  Nelson 
Michael  P.  Cloonan 
Larry  E.  Frederick 
Bruce  J.  Donaghey 


Michael  S.  Conchiglia 
Dennis  T.  Farrell 


Herbert  N.  McSheehy 
Richard  L.  Wood 
Paul  K.  Sheridan 


Chester  M.  Thurston 


N.  Kevin  Patterson 
Patrick  M.  O’Brien 
Brian  A.  Richards 
Charles  R.  Pothier 


Herbert  G.  Perry 
Robert  A.  Castine 


Robert  F.  Flynn 


Robert  J.  Silva 


CLERK 

Barbara  B.  Adams 

POLICEWOMAN 
Marie  A.  Cormier 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  ROSTER 
CHIEF 

Robert  W.  Pratt 
DEPUTY  CHIEF 
Victor  H.  Cail 
CAPTAINS 


Theodore  W.  Turner,  Jr. 
Russell  E.  Carter 


Leonard  J.  Redfern 
Arthur  W.  Steele 


LIEUTENANTS 


Leslie  L.  Hadley 
Robert  H.  Thomas 


Donald  V.  Jackson 


Harvey  J.  Racine 
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FIRE  FIGHTERS 


Nelson  F.  Andrews 
Ronald  D.  Michelini 
Frederick  E.  Livingstone 
Donald  L.  Michelini 
George  L.  Turner 
Ernest  G.  Babcock,  Jr. 
Wilfred  E.  Boudreau,  Jr. 
Daniel  J.  Doran 
Willard  F.  Nichols 
Peter  R.  Vincent 
Malcolm  W.  Hubbard 
Robert  P.  O’Brien 
Joseph  T.  Hindes,  Jr. 
Verlon  M.  Curtis 
Joseph  Cummings,  III 
James  W.  Sharkey 
Thomas  W.  Lyle 
Anthony  J.  Gentile 
Paul  D.  Murphy 
Alan  B.  McMahon 
William  F.  Campbell,  III 


James  A.  Stevenson 
John  F.  Beaudoin,  Jr. 
Roger  C.  Quimby 
Arthur  H.  Vars 
Stephen  A.  Ballou 
Philip  G.  Dole 
George  E.  Cress 
James  D.  Freda 
Steven  M.  Granelli 
Donald  L.  Wood 
Robert  J.  Campbell 
Stephen  M.  Shea 
Kenneth  M.  Campbell,  Jr. 

David  C.  Bishop 
John  A.  Faulkner 
John  T.  Kucinski 
Gordon  E.  Sargent 
Donald  E.  Stead 
John  T.  Mooney 
Domenic  D.  Ricci 
James  A.  Tracy 


CLERK 

Ruth  K.  Murray 

MECHANIC 

Albert  A.  Tarpin 

SUPT.  OF  FIRE  ALARM 

Robert  W.  Pratt 
FOREST  WARDEN 

Robert  W.  Pratt 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDENS 

Deputy  Chief,  Victor  H.  Cail  Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr 

Lieut.  Robert  H.  Thomas  Benjamin  E.  Nichols 

George  B.  Perry,  III 
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TOWN  OF  READING 

List  of  Jurors  for  1976-1977 

Prepared  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


Adams,  Charles  M.,  Jr. 

169  Wakefield  St. 

President  & Owner 

Adams,  Charlotte  S. 

245  Lowell  St. 

Housewife 

Adams,  Robert  W. 

57  Westcroft  Rd. 

Retired 

Afentakis,  Nicholas  J. 

73  Linden  St. 

Data  Processing  Sr.  Analyst 

Alfaro,  Christine  M. 

28  Walnut  St. 

Warehouse  worker 

Allan,  Robert  B. 

235  Pearl  St. 

Adm.  Assistant 

Arenault,  John  E. 

23  Barbara  Lane 

Dept.  Manager 

Aunchman,  Patricia  A. 

82Middlesex  Ave. 

Kitchen  Help 

Avery,  Richard  D. 

73  Wescroft  Rd. 

Electrician 

Bailey,  Richard  L.,  Sr. 

69  Woburn  St. 

Custodian 

Bailey,  Scott  K. 

81  Forest  St. 

Opital  Tech 

Baird,  Elizabeth 

227  Woburn  St. 

Homemaker 

Baltier,  Mark  P. 

48  Charles  St. 

Student 

Barraclough,  Susan  B. 

3 Beacon  St. 

Advertising  Manager 

Barrett,  Lucretia  L. 

20  Holly  Rd. 

Beck,  Josephine  E. 

60  Dana  Rd. 

Bookkeeper 

Bennett,  Elizabeth  M. 

15  Wells  Rd. 

Tax  Examiner 

Berg,  Ruth  M. 

154  Belmont  St. 

Admin.  Secretary 

Bevilacqua,  Frances  D. 

540  West  St. 

Clerk  Typist 

Bigwood,  Brenda  B. 

258  Charles  St. 

Proofreader 

Birdsall,  Robert  C. 

131  Forest  St. 

Bishop,  Eleanor  C. 

55  Lowell  St. 

Retired 

Bliss,  Vivian  W. 

64  Wakefield  St. 

Admin.  Secretary 

Blunt,  Ralph  C. 

22  Linden  St. 

Admin.  Secretary 

Boness,  Michael  J. 

82  Mineral  St. 

Physicist 

Bonzagni,  Richard  M. 

102Village  St. 

Equipment  Installer 

Boornazian,  Aram  A. 

9 Harold  Ave. 

Computer  Applications 
Consultant 

Borden,  Robert  A. 

1 1 Lakeview  Ave. 

Unemployed 

Bothe,  Albert  E. 

23  Middlesex  Ave. 

Engineer-Aide 

Bradley,  Robert  L. 

57  Longwood  Rd. 

Salesman 

Brooks,  Lloyd  W. 

33  Village  St. 

Supply  Clerk 

Brown,  Carol  Ann 

17  Bond  St. 

Student 

Burbine,  Cynthia  M. 

7 Parker  St. 

Executive  Secretary 

Burnham,  Dorothy  A. 

106  Oak  St. 

Examiner 

Burkholder,  Lois  Ann 

55  Red  Gate  Lane 

Bookkeeper 

Burns,  Eleanor  C. 

89  Washington  St. 

Homemaker 

Butler,  William  A. 

4 Fielding  Rd. 

Manager  of  Gvt.  Services 

Byington,  Sheila  A. 

25  Park  Ave. 

Bank  Teller 

Cahill,  Stephen  T. 

462  Summer  Ave. 

Photographer 
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Campbell,  Alfred  R. 

484  Main  St. 

Electric  Truck  Driver 

Campbell,  Floyd 

46  Richards  Rd. 

Microwave  Engineer 

Campbell,  Leslie  A. 

36  Franklin  St. 

I.R.S.  Clerk 

Campanella,  Shirley  R. 

88  Grove  St. 

Legal  Secretary 

Campsmith,  William  F. 

55  Marla  Lane 

Pipefitter 

Carleton,  Mark  S. 

61  Track  Rd. 

Student 

Carney,  William  J. 

129  Ash  St. 

Barender 

Carr,  Gary  B. 

539  West  St. 

Student 

Casey,  Joseph  H. 

1 1 Franklin  St. 

News  Agent 

Castonguay,  Denise 

11  Mill  St. 

Mechanical  Inspector 

Cataldo,  Kathryn  N. 

47  Johanna  Dr. 

Secretary 

Ceccacci,  Anthony 

27  Dividence  Rd. 

Unemployed 

Chamberlain,  Daniel  L. 

380  Pearl  St. 

Retired 

Cheverie,  Philip  H. 

61  Lowell  St. 

International  Admin. 

Christensen,  Rachel  L. 

12  Sunnyside  Ave. 

Homemaker 

Christofi,  Ann  M. 

98  John  Carver  Rd. 

Homemaker 

Clapper,  Charles  P.,  Jr. 

53  Maple  Ridge  Rd. 

Chief  of  Planning  &Design 

Cogan,  Arthur  L. 

26  Warren  Ave. 

Supervisor 

Collins,  Richard  H. 

75  Deering  St. 

Land  Surveyor 

Colosi,  Lillian  I. 

55  Victoria  3,4Ave. 

Computer  Programmer 

Concannon,  Thomas  J. 

6 Tamarack  Rd. 

Student 

Connors,  William  P. 

12  Wakefield  St. 

Owner 

Conte,  Oscar 

98  Woburn  St. 

Construction  Laborer 

Conti,  John  W. 

82  Linden  St. 

District  Manager 

Corindia,  A.  Ernest 

194  Pearl  St. 

Salesman 

Cosenza,  Laurence  R. 

14  Evergreen  Rd. 

Assist.  Office  Manager 

Costa,  Anne  G. 

41  Batchelder  Rd. 

Office  Manager 

Cotreau,  Laurence  M. 

36  Westcroft  Rd. 

Carpenter 

Cripps,  Lucie  M. 

12  Woodland  St. 

Homemaker 

Cronin,  Rosemary  M. 

170  South  St. 

Medical  Receptionist 

Cross,  Rosemary  K. 

17  Palmer  Hill  Ave. 

Clerk 

Crowley,  John  L. 

140  High  St. 

Electronic  Designer 

Crawford,  Kenneth  L. 

187  Lowell  St. 

Service  Representative 

Cryan,  Raymond  E. 

14  Parkman  Rd. 

Financial  Analyst 

Cullen,  Elizabeth  S. 

3 Lewis  St. 

Postal  Clerk 

Cullen,  John  D. 

242  High  St. 

Carpenter 

Cutelis,  Charles 

23  Dustin  Rd. 

Salesman 

Dahodwala,  Ashraf 

21  Field  Pond  Dr. 

Engineer 

Daiopulos,  Arthur  C. 

15  Harvard  St. 

Civil  Engineer 

Dalessandro,  Antonio 

40  South  St. 

Self  employed 

Dauphinee,  Kenneth  S. 

8 Milton  Rd. 

Automobile  Mechanic 

Davis,  Evelyn  M. 

603  Main  St. 

Cook 

Davis,  Mark  L. 

10  Edgemont  St. 

Restaurant  Worker 

Davis,  Richard  M. 

16  Hemlock  Rd. 

Deli  Manager  & Owner 

Dearorff,  George  B. 

20  Gardner  Rd. 

Geologist 

Defuria,  Anthony  J. 

372  Haverhill  St. 

Mechanical  Engineer 

Demenkow,  Joseph  J.  , Jr. 

163  Green  St., 

Engineering  Tech. 

Demoranville,  Tacheryn  A. 

24  Beaver  Rd. 

Homemaker 

Dennis,  Stephen  D. 

93  Grand  St. 

Dickerman,  John  A. 

77  Arcadia  Ave. 

Staff  Engineer 
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Doherty,  Joseph  J. 
Doherty,  Joseph  P.,  Jr. 
Doherty,  Paul  F. 

Doirpn,  Robert  J. 
Donovan,  Bernard  F.,  Jr. 
Drake,  Helen  F. 

Driscoll,  William  G. 
Durand,  Christine  B. 

Eastman,  Ruth 
Englund,  Clifton  P. 

Fannon,  James  J. 
Faucette,  Patrick  J.,  Jr. 
Fitzgerald,  William  F. 
Flagg,  Peter  H. 

Fleming,  Daniel  W. 
Flynn,  Patricia  A. 
Fontaine,  Roland  J. 
Franzone,  Joseph 
Frazer,  Pauline  E. 

Fuller,  Gladys  B. 

Furilla,  Edmund  C. 

Gallagher,  William 
Gallella,  James  F. 
Gardiner,  Donald  E. 
Garnett,  Richard  E. 
Gildea,  James  J.,  Jr. 
Gillon,  John  J. 

Golon,  Patricia  N. 
Goodrich,  Philip  M. 
Gould,  James  E.,  Jr. 
Greene,  Ethel  M. 

Greene,  Russell  B.,  Jr. 
Greenleaf,  Alfred  L. 
Grieco,  John  P. 

Groh,  Thomas  J. 
Guazzaolca,  William  A. 
Gunn,  Chester  P. 
Gustafson,  Gladys  V. 

Hackett,  Joseph  T. 

Haley,  Grace  M. 

Hall,  William  H. 

Harlow,  Virginia  M. 
Hart,  Susan  L. 

Hartley,  Marion  G. 
Hartley,  Russell  E. 
Harvey,  William  A. 
Hatfield,  Paul  E. 


32  Dudley  St. 

169  High  St. 

109  Wakefield  St. 

14  Countryside  Lane 
144  Prospect  St. 

1 12  Spruce  Rd. 

336  Lowell  St. 

241  Main  St. 

149  Pleasant  Street 
397  South  St. 

12  Sandra  Lane 
157  Salem  St. 

134  Pearl  St. 

51  Putnam  Rd. 

31  Green  St. 

51  Bancroft  Ave. 

89  Grand  St. 

13  Browning  Terrace 
29  Laurel  Lane 

24  Shelby  Rd. 

31  Audubon  Rd. 

351  Lowell  St. 

104  Ash  St. 

35  Sunnyside  Ave. 

84  Green  Street 
233  Haverhill  St. 

34  Winthrop  Ave. 
140  Green  St. 

93  Belmont  St. 

44  Pearl  St. 

7 Warren  Ave. 

31  Cape  Cod  Ave. 

14  Federal  St. 

6 F.  Street 

76  Batchelder  Rd. 

61  Arcadia  Ave. 

237  Franklin  St. 

12  Margaret  Rd. 

217  Lowell  St. 

14  John  St. 

99  Beacon  St. 

17  Village  St. 

37  Hanscom  Ave. 

139  Washington  St. 
139  Washington  St. 
186  County  Rd. 

80  Forest  Street 


Analyst 

Laborer 

Installer 

Foreman 

Manager 

Homemaker 

Unemployed 

Computer  Programmer 

Technical  Services 
Self-employed 

Unemployed 

Foreman 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

Salesman 

Salesman 

Bank  Teller 

Self-employed 

Jr.  Civil  Engineer 

Homemaker 

Waitress 

Sr.  Business  System  Analyst 

Manager  & Treasurer 
Class  A.  Molder 
Manager,  Inventory 
Electronic  Test  Tech. 

Tax  Accountant 
Industrial  Engineer 
Tray  Aide 
General  Manager 
Decollating  Operator 
Cafeteria  Attendant 
Machinist 
Mechanic 
Clerk 

Truck  Driver 
Accountant 
Staff  Supervisor 
Telehpone  Operator 

Accountant 

Part-time  Secretary 

Contractor 

Homemaker 

Secretary 

Hairstylist 

Shipper 

Mechanical  Specialist 
Laborer 
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Hawe,  Wendell  1.,  Jr. 
Hayden,  Ruth  L. 

Hebert,  Raymond  J. 
Henderson,  James  H. 
Herook,  John  T. 

Herzog,  William  F. 
Hewitt,  George  A.,  Sr. 
Hewitt,  Philip  S. 

Hinds,  Norman  C. 

Hines,  James  J. 
Hodgkins,  Leslie  A. 
Hodson,  Roy  C.,  Jr. 
Hogan,  Maryellen  E. 
Holleran,  Edward  P. 
Hollis,  Edith  M. 

Holmes,  Lawrence  M. 
Horton,  Kenneth  C. 
Howe,  George  S. 
Hubbard,  Paul  V. 
Hurley,  Lois  A. 
Hutchinson,  Howard  W. 

Imhoff,  Anne  M. 

Ivas,  Stephen  A. 

Johnson,  Edward  J. 
Johnson,  Frank  E.,  Ill 
Johnson,  Joseph  R. 
Johnson,  Lee  F. 
Johnson,  Marcia  L. 
Johnson  , Violette  J. 
Jones,  Wayne  D. 

Jesser,  Richard  A. 

Kaleta,  Stephen  J. 

Kane,  James  M. 

Kapitan,  John  J. 

Kasper,  Francis  J.,  Jr. 
Kelliher,  Joseph  M. 
Kelly,  Martha  A. 
Kelmon,  Mildred  E. 
Kennedy,  Beatrice  C. 
Knox,  Frances 
Koch,  Marilyn  L. 

Kydd,  William  L.,  Jr. 

LeBlanc,  Roman  J. 
Leder,  Erwin  K. 

LeFave,  Diane  E. 
Leighty,  Gwen  L. 

Lewis,  Daniel 


191  Woburn  St. 

89  King  St. 

118  Willow  St. 

3 Harriman  Ave. 

29  Glen  Rd. 

14  Shady  Hill  Lane 

23  Lee  St. 

17  School  St. 

169  Green  St. 

99  Oak  St. 

1 19  Hopkins  St. 

26  Knollwood  Rd. 

3 Fulton  St. 

186  Lowell  St. 

225  Forest  St. 

15  Lakeview  Ave. 
201  Main  St. 

25  Selfridge  Rd. 

7 Pilgrim  Rd. 

47  Whittier  Rd. 

271  South  St. 

39  Line  Rd. 

451  Lowell  St. 

729  Haverhill  St. 

14  Bear  Hill  Rd. 

41  Hemlock  Rd. 

46  Hancock  St. 

10  Sylvan  Rd. 

729  Haverhill  St., 

21  Pine  Ridge  Circle 

6 Vale  St. 

4 Overlook  Rd. 

30  Winthrop  Ave. 
246  Walnut  St. 

76  Village  St., 

10  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

42  Knollwood  Rd. 
213  South  St. 

7 Oak  Ridge  Rd. 

10  Torre  St. 

329  Franklin  St. 

210  Main  St. 

24  Tower  Rd. 

201  Forest  St. 

15  Willow  St. 

1 1 Lakeview  Ave. 
530  West  St. 


Controller 

Homemaker 

Engineer 

Supervisor 

Service  Man 

Engineer 

Salesman 

Student 

Numismatist 

Quality  Assurance  Specialist 

Draftsperson 

Telephone  Installer 

Nurses’  Aide 

Claims  Manager 

Homemaker 

Driver 

Treasurer 

Retired 

Custodian 

Bookkeeper 

Product  Engineer 

Publishing 

Student 

Retired 
Meter  Reader 

Carpenter 
Unemployed 
Bookkeeper 
Feeder  man 
Regional  Admin. 

Retired 

Union  President 

Unemployed 

Supervisor 

Lab  Technician 

Cashier 

Homemaker 

Personnel  Assist. 

Homemaker 

Bookkeeper 

Compositor 

Journeyman  Plumber 
Aircraft  Mechanic 
Produce  Clerk 
Student  Nurse 
Building  Manager 
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Lewis,  Sheryl 

46  Tamarack  Rd. 

Student 

Libby,  David  B. 

7 Rachel  Rd. 

Clerk 

Lindquist,  Richard  T. 

975  Main  St. 

Engineer 

Lindstrom,  Carolyn  L. 

18  Henzie  St. 

Cafeteria  Worker 

Liotine,  Marie 

599  Summer  Ave. 

Error  Adjustment  Clerk 

LoConte,  Michael  T. 

8'Ridge  Rd 

Manager 

Longo,  Domenic  A. 

28  Cumberland  Rd. 

Social  Worker 

Lydstone,  William  T.,  Jr. 

70  Oak  Ridge  Rd. 

Salesman  & Treasurer 

MacKay,  Marjorie  G. 

74  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

Homemaker 

MacLean,  Forrest  E. 

7 Grant  St. 

Meat  Cutter 

Maddalena,  Paul  K. 

14  BSt. 

Engineering  Aide 

Mahoney,  Kevin  T. 

8 Greenwood  Rd. 

Student 

Manchester,  William  G. 

145  High  St. 

Personnel  Manager 

Manghis,  George  A. 

9 Smith  Ave. 

Porter  & Gas  Attendent 

Mangion,  Raymond  C. 

55  Intervale  Terr. 

Chemical  Tech. 

Manning,  Bertha  L. 

518  Summer  Ave. 

Homemaker 

Maria,  Hennie  M. 

29  Belmont  St. 

Homemaker 

Maroney,  David  J. 

272  West  St. 

Product  Manager 

Martel,  Eva  C. 

1 High  St. 

Gauge  Maker 

Mathews,  Bernard  F. 

17  Wentworth  Rd. 

Engineering  Tech. 

McCarthy,  Charles  E. 

43  Woodland  St. 

Salesman 

McDonald,  Charles  J.,  Jr. 

41  Canterbury  Dr. 

Purchasing  Manager 

McFadden,  John  N. 

75  John  Carver  Rd. 

Banker 

McFarland,  Linda  H. 

2 Maple  St. 

Legal  Secretary 

McHardy,  Mildred  M. 

50  Orange  St. 

Homemaker 

McKenna,  Sandra  C. 

26  Curtis  St. 

Bank  Teller 

McLaughlin,  John  M. 

217  Washington  St. 

Filter  Pump  Operator 

McNamara,  Helen  A. 

314  West  St. 

Homemaker 

Meade,  William  H. 

60  Blueberry  Lane 

Retired 

Merritts,  Clayton  R. 

58  Curtis  St. 

Assist.  Manager 

Miller,  Dorah  M. 

521  Pearl  St. 

Homemaker 

Miller,  Franklin  B. 

1 Indiana  Ave. 

Supr.  Reproduction  Dept. 

Moreno,  Elizabeth  E. 

61  Washington  St. 

Executive  Secretary 

Morini,  June  A. 

651  Summer  Ave. 

Systems  Engineer 

Morley,  John, 

17  Glen  Rd. 

Engineer 

Morrison,  George  J. 

126  Charles  St. 

Truck  Driver 

Murphy,  Lois  M. 

27  Colburn  St. 

Homemaker 

Murphy,  Patricia  R. 

310  Ash  St. 

Inventory  Supervisor 

Murphy,  Walter  J. 

57  Border  Rd. 

Letter  Carrier 

Nalchajian,  Donald  W. 

15  Arnold  Ave. 

Estimator 

Nicholas,  Marjorie  W. 

166  Prescott  St. 

Homemaker 

Nigro,  Agnes  J. 

77  Sturges  Rd. 

Tester 

Nola,  Joseph  T. 

10  Red  Gate  Lane 

President 

O’Brien,  Peter  R. 

43  Glenmere  Circle 

Student 

Olsen,  Susan  P. 

216  Summer  Ave. 

Secretary • 

Parker,  Diana  P. 

20  Boyce  St. 

Clerk  Typist 

Pendergast,  Marjorie 

77  Hartshorn  St. 

Secretary 
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Penno,  Robert  L. 
Peterson,  Louise  C. 
Phillips,  Josia  C.,  Jr. 
Piani,  A.,  Brian 
Pothier,  Marie  J. 
Powers,  Maureen  E. 
Pullo,  Robert  W. 

Quinn,  Harold  S. 

Regazzini,  Robert  G. 
Rice,  Richard  S. 
Rideout,  John  G. 

Ripa,  Thomas  J. 
Robbins,  Christopher  S. 
Robertson,  Ann 
Robichaud,  Joseph  W. 
Robinson,  Margaret  M. 
Roman,  George 
Rose,  Deborah  M. 
Ruggles,  Irving  B. 

Ryan,  Donald  W. 

Sandberg,  Ronald  E. 
Sellars,  Alma  E. 

Sheafe,  Ruth  S. 

Sherpey,  James  T. 
Sibley,  Janet  E. 

Sinatra,  Patricia  M. 
Smith,  Barbara  S. 
Smith,  David 
Smith,  Dawn 
Smith,  Donald  E. 

Smith,  Edward  B. 
Smith,  Edwin  M. 

Smith,  Maisie  E. 

Smith,  Stephen  A. 
Smith,  Susan  G. 

Synder  Barbara  E. 
Soule,  Carl  W.  Jr. 
Spaulding,  Jean  M. 
Spengler,  Susan  C. 
Stewart,  Jennifer  A. 
Stinchfield,  Betty  M. 
Strong,  Burton  L. 
Sullivan,  Ann  A. 
Sullivan,  Jacqueline  A. 
Sullivan,  John  W. 
Sullivan,  Maureen 
Surette,  John  M. 
Swanson,  Harold  W. 


102  Winthrop  Ave. 

41  Longwood  Rd. 

40  Glenmere  Circle 
77  Middlesex  Ave. 

24  Plymouth  Rd. 

185  Grove  St. 

15  Red  Gate  Lane 

1230  Main  St. 

104  Scotland  Rd. 

25  Larch  Lane 
68  Hopkins  St. 

275  Haven  St. 

42  Dudley  St. 

124  Timberneck  Dr. 
15  Libby  Ave. 

20  Osborne  Ave. 

41  Avalon  Rd. 

8 Pratt  St. 

9 Hemlock  Rd. 

31  Federal  St. 

896  Main  St. 

17  Vale  Rd. 

54  Temple  St. 

12  Pratt  St. 

302  Woburn  St. 

55  Grand  St. 

54  Temple  Street 
100  Libby  Avenue 
927  Main  Street 
66  Mill  Street 
483  Franklin  Street 
100  Libby  Avenue 
15  Mineral  Street 
65  Longview  Road 
Student 

22  Middlesex  Avenue 
643  Haverhill  Street 
74  Highland  Street 
174  Salem  Street 

125  Howard  Street 
37  Prescott  Street 
218  High  Street 

93  Summer  Avenue 
832  Main  Street 

28  Highland  Street 

1 12  Summer  Avenue 

13  Washington  Street 

29  Juniper  Circle 


Supervisor 
Production  Inspector 
Salesman 
Assist.  Controller 
Accounts  Payable  Clerk 
Traffic  Coordinator 


Night  Custodian 

Contractor 

Drafting  Supervisor 
Data  Tech. 

Grocery  Clerk 

Secretary 

Design  Draftsman 

Homemaker 

Sales  Respresentative 

Student  Nurse 

Comptroller 

Driver  of  a Truck 
Clerk 

Homemaker 
Production  Engineer 

Secretary 
Customer  Service 
Mason  Tender 
Unemployed 
Manager 
Manager 
Mason  Tender 
Homemaker 


Interpretive  Assistant 

Data  Processing  Mgr. 

Housewife 

Unemployed 

General  Clerk 

Merchant 

Unemployed 

Receptionist 

Housewife 

Store  Manager 

Student 

Warehouse  Worker 
Machine  Maintenam 
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Sweet,  Donald  E.  Jr. 
Swenson,  Donald  H. 
Symonds,  William  R. 

Twombly,  Gerald  F. 

Vaughn,  David  E. 

Venditti,  Anthony  F. 

Vinci,  Cheryl  M. 

Vitale,  James 

Walsh,  John  P. 

Wanagel,  Michael,  Jr. 
Warren,  Rosemary  A. 
Wallace,  Fred  P. 
Wasserboehr,  Elizabeth  M. 
Welcome,  Francis  W. 
Wells,  Heber 
Wexler,  Use  H. 

White,  Anne  K. 

White,  Robert  E. 

Wilmot,  Donald  E. 

Wood,  Carl  W. 

Wyatt,  Harold  W. 

Yeomans,  Thelma  P. 

Zarella,  Anthony 


27  Tennyson  Road 
2 1 Harrison  Street 
68  Vine  Street 

140  Willow  Street 

27  Fox  Run  Lane 
7 Springvale  Road 
12  Scout  Hill  Lane 
19  Fairview'  Avenue 

25  Woodward  Avenue 
217  Walnut  Street 
35  Hancock  Street 
83  Highland  Street 
284  Summer  Avenue 
680  Haverhill  Street 
23  Briarwood  Avenue 
29  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
40  Vine  Street 
10  Gould  Street 
129  Grove  Street 
1 Charles  Street 
636  Pearl  Street 

149  Forest  Street 

23  Elm  Street 


Unemployed 
Factory  Worker 

Low  Voltage  Technician 

Computer  System  Analyist 
Crew  Dispatcher 
Unemployed 
Self-Employed 

Computer  Systems 
Assistant  Buyer 
Research  Assistant 
Heavy  Equipment  Operator 
Art  Teacher 

Telephone  Co.  Testman 
Consultant 
Salesclerk 
Personnel  Clerk 
Sr.  Financial  Analyst 
Supr.  Customer  Accts. 
Adm.  Assistant 
Real  Estate  Broker 

Policy  Typist 

Foreman 
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Report  of  the  Town  Clerk 

During  the  period  of  January  1,  1976,  to  December  31,  1976,  the 
following  Vital  Statistics'were  recorded  in  this  office: 


Births 

189 

Deaths 

171 

Marriages 

272 

Also,  during  the  period  a total  of  1,584  dogs  licenses  were  issued  as 
follows: 


Male  Dogs 

753 

Spayed  Female  Dogs 

722 

Female  Dogs 

100 

Kennels 

9 

1,584 


A total  of  724  Fish  and  Wildlife  licenses  were  issued  during  the 
year  1976. 

A total  of  $16,448.49  in  receipts  were  collected  and  turned  over  to 
the  Town  during  this  time  period. 

The  year  1976  was  a very  busy  year,  with  four  elections  and  one 
recount.  During  this  period  the  Town  of  Reading  saw  one  of  its  most 
active  election  years,  with  its  highest  number  of  registered  voters,  13,818, 
and  a presidential  election  where  12,130  persons  voted. 

Space  for  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  Election  and  Registration 
activities  is  most  critical.  A portion  of  the  space  previously  allotted  for 
Election  and  Registration  was  reallocated  to  the  Telephone  Company 
by  Mr.  John  W.  Agnew,  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary,  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  requiring  that  voting  machines,  with  an  approximate  value 
of  $25,000,  be  stored  in  the  hallway,  with  little  or  no  room  to  work  and 
maintain  the  machines.  This  is  a very  bad  condition.  This  problem  has 
previously  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  citizens  of  Reading 
through  this  report.  Requests  for  assistance  in  resolving  this  problem 
have  been  totally  ignored. 

The  request  for  one  full-time  employee  instead  of  a part-time  employee 
was  approved  by  the  Town  Meeting  body  and  has  proved  most  fruitful, 
and  I believe  the  results  will  indicate  a real  savings  to  the  Town. 

Once  again,  we  wish  to  thank  all  of  the  Town  agencies  who  have 
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supported  us  in  our  tasks  during  this  year.  Without  their  help,  the 
accomplishment  of  these  tasks  would  have  been  a great  deal  more 
difficult. 


LAWRENCE  DREW 
Town  Clerk 


NOTICE  TO  PARENTS,  HOUSEWIVES,  PHYSICIANS 
AND  MIDWIVES 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  sections  below  taken  from  the  revised 
laws.  Blank  forms  for  return  of  birth  may  be  obtained  from  the  Town 
Clerk. 


GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPT.  46,  SEC.  3 
(TERCENTENARY  EDITION) 

(AS  AMENDED  BY  CHAPTER  326,  SECTON  1, 

ACTS  OF  1939) 

Every  physician,  or  hospital  medical  officer  registered  under  section 
nine  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  twelve,  in  this  chapter  called  officer, 
shall  keep  a record  of  the  birth  of  every  child  in  cases  which  he  was  in 
charge  showing  date  and  place  of  birth,  the  name,  if  any,  of  the  child, 
its  sex  and  color,  the  name,  age,  birthplace,  occupation  and  residence 
(including  the  street  number,  if  any,  and  the  ward  number  if  in  a city) 
of  each  parent,  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother  and  the  name  of  the 
physician  or  officer  if  any,  personally  attending  the  birth.  If  the  child 
is  illegitimate,  the  name  of  and  other  facts  relating  to  the  father  shall 
not  be  set  forth  except  upon  written  request  of  both  the  father  and 
mother,  provided  that  if  an  illegitimate  child  shall  have  become  legitimate 
by  the  intermarriage  of  his  parents  and  the  acknowledgement  of  his 
father,  as  provided  in  section  seven  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  ninety, 
prior  to  the  mailing  or  delivery  of  any  report  herein  required  such  report 
shall  read  in  all  respects  as  if  such  child  had  been  born  to  such  parents 
in  lawful  wedlock.  Said  physician  or  officer  shall,  within  fifteen  days 
after  such  birth,  mail  or  deliver  to  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  Town 
where  such  birth  occurred,  a report  stating  the  facts  herein  above 
required  to  be  shown  on  said  record  and  also  the  said  written  request, 
if  any;  provided  that  if  said  report  is  not  so  made  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  such  births,  said  physician,  or  officer  shall,  within  said 
forty-eight  hours  mail  or  deliver  to  said  clerk  or  registrar  a notice 
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stating  the  date  and  place  of  the  birth,  the  street  number,  if  any,  the 
ward  number  if  in  a city,  and  the  family  name.  Upon  presentation  to 
him  of  a certificate  of  the  town  clerk  stating  that  any  such  birth  has  been 
duly  reported,  the  town  treasurer  shall  pay  to  such  physician  or  officer 
a fee  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  birth  so  reported.  Any  physician  or 
any  such  officer  violating  any  provision  of  this  section  shall  forfeit 
not  more  than  twenty-five  dollars.  The  said  town  clerk  or  registrar  shall 
file  daily  with  the  local  board  of  health,  a list  of  all  births  reported  to  him 
showing,  as  to  each,  the  date  of  birth,  sex,  color,  family  name,  residence, 
ward  and  physician  or  officer  in  charge. 

Within  sixty  days  after  the  date  of  the  birth  of  any  child  born  in  the 
commonwealth  with  visible  congenital  deformities,  or  any  condition 
apparently  acquired  at  birth,  which  may  lead  to  crippling,  the  physician 
in  attendance  upon  said  births  shall  prepare  upon  a form  provided  by 
the  state  department  of  public  health  and  file  with  the  clerk  of  the 
town  where  such  birth  occured,  a report  setting  forth  such  visible 
congenital  deformity,  or  any  condition  apparently  acquired  at  birth 
which  may  lead  to  crippling. 

Said  clerk  shall  transmit  forthwith  to  said  department  such  supplemen- 
tary report  of  such  births.  The  contents  of  such  report  shall  be  solely 
for  the  use  of  said  department  in  connection  with  its  functions  relative 
to  crippled  children,  and  such  report  shall  not  be  open  to  public  inspection 
or  constitute  a public  record. 

GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAP.  46,  SEC.  6 

Parents  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a child,  and  every  house- 
holder, within  forty  days  after  a birth  in  his  home,  shall  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  such  child  is  born. 

GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  III 

Sections  110  and  111  require  physicians,  registered  hospitals,  medical 
officers,  nurses  or  other  attendants  to  report  at  once  to  the  local  board 
of  health,  every  child  one  or  both  of  whose  eyes  become  inflamed,  swollen 
and  red  and  show  an  unnatural  discharge  within  two  weeks  after  birth. 
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STATE  PRIMARY  ELECTION 


September  14,  1976 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a 
State  Primary  was  held  at  the  time  and  places  specified  in  the  Warrant, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Wardens  in  the  precincts  as  follows: 


Precint  1 J.  Warren  Killam  School 
Prcinct  2 Pearl  Street  School 
Precinct  3 Joshua  Eaton  School 
Precinct  4 Joshua  Eaton  School 
Precinct  5 Community  Center 
Precinct  6 Alice  M.  Barrows  School 
Precinct  7 Highland  School 
Precinct  8 Memorial  High  School 


John  J.  Andreola 
Russell  H.  Stone,  Jr. 
Joseph  P.  Riemer 
John  H.  Crooker 
Edward  P.  Cameron 
Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr. 
John  F.  Cronin 
C.  Dewey  Smith 


who  then  partially  read  the  Warrant,  when  on  motion  of  Louis  R. 
Gardner,  Precinct  1;  Barbara  D.  Winkler,  Precinct  2;  Christopher  D. 
Haynes,  Precinct  3;  Leon  A.  LaFreniere  Precinct  4;  Ann  Cusato, 
Precinct  5;  Eva  C.  Swift,  Precinct  6;  Fred  C.  Kenney,  Jr.,  Precinct  7; 
Francis  X.  Day,  Precinct  8,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the  further 
reading  of  the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was  then 
read  by  the  Wardens  in  charge. 

The  ballot  boxes  were  examined  by  the  Wardens  in  charge  and  each 
found  to  be  empty  and  all  registered  000. 


The  polls  were  then  declared  open  at  8:00  A.M.  and  were  closed  at 
8:00  P.M.  with  the  following  result: 


2,755  Democratic  Votes 
975  Republican  Votes 
1 American  Vote 


for  a total  of  3,73 1 votes  as  follows: 
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COUNCILLOR,  Fifth  District  - Vote  for  One 
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Noreen  D’Entremont  1 1 

Blanks  357  372  316  31  1 337  388  357  316  2,754 

Total  358  372  316  31  1 337  388  357  316  2,755 


CLERK  OF  COURTS,  Middlesex  County  - Vote  for  One 
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Total  716  744  632  622  674  776  714 


BALLOT  OF  THE  REPUBLICIAN  PARTY 
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William  L.  Saltonstall 

Blanks 

Total 


REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT,  Thirty-second  Middlesex  District  - Vote  for  One 


_ 

rf 

50 

o 

50 

50 

r-~ 

OO  1 

50 

O' 

oo 

r- 

05 

OO 

c- 

rf 

Cl 

r~~ 

00 

05 

r-~ 

05 

't 

50 

O' 

50 

O 

50 

or 

n 

50 

50 

50 

oo 

05 

r- 

Cx) 

O' 

ro 

50 

O' 

r- 

oo 

oo 

O 

oo 

r- 

00 

ro 

*— 

— - 

ro 

r-~ 

r-~ 

or 

O 

oo 

oo 

oo 

O 

oo 

O' 

O' 

oo 

cT 

— < 

«o 

<N 

ro 

•O 

50 

O' 

50 

o 

05 

oo 

r- 

— -> 

50 

r- 

ro 

rt 

c- 

£ 

CxJ 

ro 

— < 

CxJ 

ro 

r— 

50 

ro 

H 

— ■ 

«— — 

«— « 

c 

3 

X 

50 

r- 

ro 

05 

of 

ro 

r- 

50 

ro 

Tt 

50 

04 

Cxi 

50 

<L> 

r-> 

r- 

50 

i_ 

— 

— 

»— « 

•— m 

3 

—w 

o 

O 

E 

j- 

o 

50 

oo 

ro 

O 

ro 

ro 

c— 

3- 

05 

ro 

3 

50 

r- 

50 

— 

r- 

<u 

CxJ 

or 

i— 

O 

o 

0) 

3 

> 

w 

ro 

50 

05 

o 

o 

05 

O' 

CJ 

50 

ro 

O' 

o 

> 

© 

© 

1_ 

o 

05 

© 

"C 

50 

© 

CO 

2o 

<L> 

s 

3 

o 

3 

__ 

O 

> 

o 

1 _H 

3 

50 

50 

— , 

O 

05 

o 

1 

oo 

04 

o 

<L) 

50 

or 

o 

U 

>5 

X 

X 

3 

3 

3 

O 

<u 

cr 

O 

O 

C/3 

X 

— 

-a 

T3 

X 

<u 

CO 

<L> 

co 

■a 

i 

T3 

T3 

-a 

i 

o* 

UJ 

z 

i 

C/T 

O 

C/3 

O 

00 

(— 

UJ 

oo 

OX) 

Urn 

a: 

D 

O 

3 

3 

E 

JW 

UJ 

Q 

U. 

3 

<D 

s 

s 

X 

u 

T3 

o 

£ 

o 

O 

"O 

s— 

Uh 

<D 

<u 

c* 

33 

U 

O 

o 

z 

W 

>- 

Z 

(— 1 

£ 

H 

J 

-X 

oi 

C/5 

CO 

i— 

<u 

C/J 

.x : 

Z 

3 

i_U 

3 

3 

5 

3 

ro 

3 

o 

— 1 

3 

Q 

o 

UJ 

co 

<L> 

3 

o 

o 

Z 03 

H 

u 

CQ 

H 

oi 

33 

H 

o 

30 


Carl  J.  Cincotta  82  87  67  119  114  125  109  75  778 

Blanks  L?9  ill  79  160  m 187  U7  1.172 

Total  202  218  146  306  274  316  286  192  1,950 


BALLOT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PARTY 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS  - Vote  for  One 
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REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT,  Thirty-second  Middlesex  District  - Vote  for  One 


Prec  1 Prec  2 Prec  3 Prec  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 Prec  8 Total 

CLERK  OF  COURTS,  Middlesex  County  - Vote  for  One 
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The  voters  were  declared  in  open  Town  Meeting,  sealed  in  ballot 
envelopes  and  transmitted  to  the  Town  Clerk  to  be  placed  in  the  vault 
for  safe  keeping. 

Voted  to  adjourn,  1 1 :00  P.M.,  September  14,  1976. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 


Wednesday,  September  15,  1976 

Attested  copies  of  the  election  Results  were  this  day  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 


RECOUNT  FOR  GOVERNOR  S COUNCIL  - FIFTH  DISTRICT 

October  2,  1976 

Upon  petition  of  Frederick  L.  Murtagh,  a recount  of  votes  for  the 
Governor’s  Council,  Fifth  District,  was  conducted  by  the  Board  of 
Registrars  on  October  2. 

Registrars  on  October  2,  1976  at  8:30  A.M.,  in  the  Reading  Memorial 
High  School. 

The  recount  was  completed  at  1 1:30  A.M.  with  the  following  results: 
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COUNCILLOR,  Fifth  District 
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Upon  completeion  of  the  recount,  Frederick  L.  Murtagh  and  John 
F.  Markey  were  verbally  notified  of  the  results.  In  addition,  on  this  date, 
a letter  of  confirmation  was  furnished  Mr.  Murtagh  and  all  other 
candidates  for  the  Office.  Also,  on  this  date  a letter  was  forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  advising  him  of  these  results. 

A true  copy.  Attest: 


Lawrence  Drew 
Town  Clerk 


STATE  ELECTION 


November  2,  1976 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a 
State  Election  was  held  at  the  time  and  places  specified  in  the  Warrant 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Wardens  in  the  Precincts  as  follows: 


Precinct  1 . 
Precinct  2. 
Precinct  3. 
Precinct  4. 
Precinct  5. 
Precinct  6. 
Precinct  7. 
Precinct  8. 


J.  Warren  Killam  School 
J.  Warren  Killam  School 
Joshua  Eaton  School 
Joshua  Eaton  School 
Community  Center 
Alice  M.  Barrows  School 
Highland  School 
Memorial  High  School 


Pearl  E.  Malphrus 
Russell  H.  Stone,  Jr. 
Joseph  P.  Riemer 
John  H.  Crooker 
Edward  P.  Cameron 
Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr. 
John  F.  Cronin 
C.  Dewey  Smith 


who  then  partially  read  the  Warrant,  when  on  motion  of  Barbara  D. 
Winkler,  Precinct  1;  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis,  Precinct  2;  Christopher  D. 
Haynes,  Precinct  3;  Leon  A.  LaFreniere,  Precinct  4;  Ann  Cusato, 
Precinct  5;  Eva  C.  Swift,  Precinct  6;  Fred  C.  Kenney,  Jr.,  Precinct  7; 
and  Francis  X.  Day,  Precinct  6,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further 
reading  of  the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was 
read  by  the  Wardens  in  charge. 


The  ballot  boxes  were  examined  by  the  Wardens  in  charge  and  found 
to  be  empty  and  all  registered  000. 

The  polls  were  then  declared  open  at  7:00  A. M.  and  were  closed  at 
8:00  P.M.  with  the  following  results: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  12,130. 
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ELECTORS  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT  — Vole  for  One 
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Free  1 Free  2 Prec  3 Free  4 Free  5 Free  6 Prec  7 Prec  8 Total 
REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT,  Thirty-second  Middlesex  District  - Vote  for  One 


04  O' 
Ti- 


ro vO  — 

On  vo  O' 

OO  ON  (N 
m - 


— ro  m 
O'  vo  — 


04  O'  — ■ 
oo  On  <n 

--  VO  04 
Tf  vO  — ' 


o4 


in  r-  On 
- ^ W On 
>n  oo  — Tt 


On 


q. 

<L> 

c* 

o£ 

<u 

X) 

TO 


8 - 

<D  X 

£ i 

c 

2 * - 

tn  (L>  ^ 


N/5 


C/5 

cn  £ C 2 

— O o — o 

Z Qi  n CD  h 


— — CM 

O »o 
oo  n - 


C/D 

H 

22 

3 

O 

U 

© 

* 

w 

- 


P a 

s % 

a * 


li 

3 T5 

2J 

-;  z 
1“J£ 

III 

UJ  -P  OD 


C/D 

Q 

U 

u 

Q 

u- 

C 

a 

u 

H 

£ 

3 

u 

X 


C4 

m 

O' 

NO 

m 

O' 

ON 

04 

vO 

vO 

o 

NO 

«o 

vO 

VO 

O' 

04 

vO 

vO 

ro 

ro 

VO 

O' 

O' 

vO 

rf 

O 

— * 

vO 

O' 

OO 

O' 

oo 

ro 

OO 

OO 

On 

, 

OO 

oo 

On 

O' 

m 

Tfr 

O' 

O' 

04 

oc 

vO 

O' 

04 

04 

NO 

O' 

vO 

— 

m 

m 

oo 

m 

ro 

O 

ro 

ro 

of 

1 o 

m 

O 

m 

O 

o 

04 

O 

NO 

m 

04 

O 

O' 

3- 

04 

ro 

O" 

O' 

m 

— 

1 T^ 

m 

O' 

— 

Tf 

’—i 

m 

04 

O' 

04 

04 

ro 

O' 

04 

O 

VO 

O' 

m 

vO 

04 

04 

O' 

«— * 

04 

O' 

O' 

04 

04 

m 

VO 

O' 

m 

c 

rf 

O' 

m 

O 

T^-  ON  — 
r-  <n  vO 
n h >- 


04  04 

m 

o 

On 

m 

, 

1 ^ 

y 

04 

ro 

o 

NO 

mi 

m 

O 

Urn 

NO 

ON 

m 

o 

ON 

NO) 

NO 

o 

ro 

m 

o 

OO 

Tf 

— 

1 ^ 

NO 

O' 

NO) 

«4— 

1 

t/5 

04 

5 

ro 

O' 

o 

© 

> 

ro 

o 

O' 

o 

c 

la 

O' 

oc 

o 

o 

O' 

oo 

ON 

rf 

Tt 

oo 

04 

— 1 

>— 1 

oo 

04 

04 

Tf 

VO 

vO 

— 

tJ- 

sz 

m 

oo 

Tf 

•w 

c 

3 

© 

3 

© 

C/D 

s 

<L>  • 

n o. 

1-1  <u 

•x"  ^ 

e3  g 

a £ 

M 

c S-S  1/5 


o <5  £ o 

1 CQ  x— 


c eg 


38 


COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  Middlesex  County  - Vote  for  Nor  More  Than  Two 
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QUESTION  NO.  1 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

Do  you  approve  of  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
summarized  below,  which  was  approved  by  the  General  Court  in  joint 
sessions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  on  August  15,  1973, 
by  a vote  of  261-0,  and  on  May  14,  1975,  by  a vote  of  217-55? 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  amendment  would  provide  that  equality  under  the  law 
may  not  be  denied  or  abridged  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race,  color,  creed 
or  national  origin.  This  amendment  adds  one  sentence  to  Article  I of 
Part  the  First  of  the  Constitution  which  now  contains  a general  statement 
of  individual  rights,  including  the  right  to  enjoy  and  defend  life  and 
liberty  and  the  right  to  acquire  and  protect  property. 


Free  1 Prec  2 Prec  3 Free  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 Free  8 Total 


Yes 

816 

878 

805 

835 

770 

919 

940 

831 

6,794 

No 

621 

562 

600 

645 

587 

606 

685 

628 

4,934 

Blanks 

43 

65 

59 

37 

63 

53 

42 

40 

402 

Totals 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTION  NO.  2 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

Do  you  approve  of  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
summarized  below,  which  was  approved  by  the  General  Court  in  joint 
sessions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  on  August  15,  1973, 
by  a vote  of  199-66,  and  on  May  7,  1975,  by  a vote  of  228-41? 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  amendment  would  authorize  the  Legislature  to  substitute 
for  the  present  system  of  flat  or  uniform  personal  income  tax  rates  a 
system  of  rates  graduated  according  to  the  total  amount  of  income 
received.  The  Legislature  would  also  be  authorized  to  provide  for 
reasonable  exemptions,  deductions,  credits,  and  abatements  and  could 
base  Massachusetts  income  tax  provisions  on  provisions  of  Federal 
income  tax  law. 


Yes 

309 

393 

346 

287 

372 

355 

393 

831 

6,794 

No 

1121 

1049 

1048 

1186 

981 

1166 

1221 

628 

4,934 

Blanks 

50 

63 

70 

44 

67 

57 

53 

40 

402 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 
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QUESTION  NO.  3 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

Do  you  approve  of  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
summarized  below,  which  was  approved  by  the  General  Court  in  joint 
sessions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  on  August  15,  1973 
by  a vote  of  259-0,  and  on  May  12,  1976,  by  a vote  of  262-1? 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  amendment  would  authorize  the  Legislature  to  provide 
for  absentee  voting  by  persons  who  hold  religious  beliefs  in  conflict 
with  the  act  of  voting  on  the  day  on  which  any  election  is  to  be  held. 


Prec  1 Free  2 Prec  3 Prec  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 Prec  8 Total 


Yes 

823 

774 

789 

882 

754 

932 

933 

816 

6,703 

No 

589 

641 

586 

566 

570 

649 

649 

621 

4,783 

Blanks 

68 

90 

89 

74 

100 

76 

85 

62 

644 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTION  NO.  4 

LAW  PROPOSED  BY  AN  INITIATIVE  PETITION 

Do  you  approve  of  a law  summarized  below,  which  was  disapproved 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  May  5,  1975,  by  a vote  of  179-46, 
and  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  before  May  7,  1975? 

SUMMARY 

SECTION  1 of  the  act  inserts  a new  chapter  164B  into  the  General 
Laws  and  establishes  a Massachusetts  Power  Authority,  a body  corporate 
and  politic  with  seven  members  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  staggered 
six  year  terms.  The  Authority  is  to  establish  and  operate  a bulk  power 
supply  system  to  supply  wholesale  electric  power  to  utilities  throughout 
the  Commonwealth.  The  primary  purpose  of  the  Authority  is  to  supply 
the  Commonwealth  with  power  with  the  minimum  adverse  impact  on 
the  environment.  The  Authority  is  also  authorized  to  engage  in  research 
and  development  of  new  sources  of  power,  new  siting  techniques, 
and  methods  of  environmental  protection. 

In  carrying  out  its  responsibilities,  the  Authority  is  authorized  to 
adopt  by-laws;  adopt  an  official  seal;  maintain  offices;  sue  and  be  sued; 
construct  or  acquire  facilities  either  within  or  without  the  Commonwealth; 
issue  revenue  bonds  and  borrow  money  in  acticipation  of  issuance  of 
bonds;  acquire  real  and  personal  property;  employ  professional,  manage- 
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rial  and  other  employees  deemed  necessary  and  fix  their  compensation 
to  be  paid  soley  out  of  revenues  of  the  Authority;  appear  before  other 
government  agencies;  apply  for  and  receive  federal  or  other  grants  of 
funds;  and  enter  into  contracts  and  agreements. 

The  Authority  will  build  and  operate  ail  new  generating  and  transmis- 
sion facilities  in  the  Commonwealth  and  has  the  option  to  purchase 
existing  facilities  through  negotiation,  condemnation,  or  eminent  domain. 
After  an  initial  two-year  period,  no  other  utility  may  construct  a new 
facility  unless  the  Authority  certifies  that  it  lacks  the  capacility  to 
finance  the  facility  and  the  facility  would  further  the  purposes  of  the 
act. 

The  Authority  will  finance  its  activities  by  issuing  revenue  bonds.  The 
bonds  will  be  exempt  from  state  taxation,  but  will  not  be  backed  by  the 
full  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth.  Power  will  be  sold  to  other 
utilities  by  contract  but  no  special  discounts  or  bonuses  to  promote  the 
increased  use  of  power  may  be  given.  Public  hearings  are  required  on 
all  major  contracts. 

The  Authority  is  required  to  develop  a master,  20-year  demand  study 
and  siting  plan  within  18  months  of  its  incorporation,  to  be  updated  each 
succeeding  year.  Sites  will  be  selected  in  accordance  with  the  Electric 
Power  Facilities  Siting  Council  Act  of  1973.  The  Governor  and  the 
community  in  which  any  facility  is  to  be  located  must  affirmatively 
approve  the  facility  before  it  can  be  sonstructed. 

The  Authority  will  be  subject  to  all  applicable  federal  and  state 
environmental  standards  and  must  obtain  all  necessary  federal  and  state 
permits  and  complete  all  necessary  environmental  impact  statements. 

The  Authority  will  be  exempt  from  taxation  but  will  make  payments 
in  lieu  of  taxes  to  cities  and  towns  in  an  amount  equal  to  the  tax  which 
would  be  paid  if  the  Authority’s  real  and  personal  property  were  owned 
by  a private  electric  utility  company. 

The  Authority  is  forbidden  from  engaging  in  promotional  or  image 
advertising.  The  Authority  has  the  authority  to  bargain  collectively 
with  its  employees  and  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  150  of  the 
General  Laws,  which  governs  the  conciliation  and  arbitration  of  industrial 
disputes.  Employees  of  the  Authority  are  not  subject  to  the  civil  service 
law  and  rules.  Employees  of  utilities  displaced  by  the  activities  of 
the  Authority  have  first  preference  in  employment  by  the  Authority. 

SECTION  2 of  the  act  amends  section  43  of  Chapter  164  of  the 
General  Laws  to  provide  that  if  a city  or  town  votes,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  164,  to  establish  a municipal  utility  and 
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acquire  the  facilities  of  the  utility  currently  serving  the  community, 
and  the  utility  refuses  to  sell  its  propertyto  the  city  or  town,  that  the 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  will  establish  a fair  price  for  the  facilities, 
and  the  utility  will  be  required  to  accept  the  price  determined  by  the 
department  and  tender  the  deed  for  the  facilities  to  the  city  or  town. 


Prec  1 

Prec  2 Prec  3 Prec  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 

Prec  8 

Total 

Yes 

188 

220 

164 

155 

165 

195 

188 

151 

1,426 

No 

1214 

1189 

1202 

1279 

1161 

1288 

1386 

1289 

10,008 

Blanks 

78 

96 

98 

83 

94 

95 

93 

59 

696 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTION  5 

LAW  PROPOSED  BY  INITIATIVE  PETITION 

Do  you  approve  of  a law  summarized  below,  which  was  disapproved 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  May  3,  1976,  by  a vote  of  197-35, 
and  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  before  May  5,  1976? 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  legislation  would  prohibit  the  possession,  ownership, 
or  sale  of  any  weapon  from  which  a shot  or  bullet  can  be  discharged 
and  which  has  a barrel  length  of  less  than  sixteen  inches.  The  prohibition 
would  not  apply  to  military  personnel,  law  enforcement  officers,  federally 
licensed  handgun  manufacturers  and  wholesalers,  common  carriers  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  transport,  or  to  historical  societies  and  museums. 
The  act  would  not  affect  the  possession  of  rifles,  shotguns,  and  certain 
antiques  and  replicas.  The  proposal  also  does  not  change  the  existing 
statutory  penalties  for  unlawful  possession,  ownership  or  sale  of  handguns, 
including  provision  imposing  mandatory  jail  sentences. 

The  proposal  would  permit  owners  of  handguns  to  surrender  their 
weapons  to  any  law  enforcement  agency  in  the  Commonwealth  within 
six  months  of  the  effective  date  of  the  act  without  incurring  criminal 
liability.  Those  surrendering  handguns  within  that  six  months  will  be 
compensated  at  a rate  to  be  determined  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Safety. 


Yes 

497 

509 

468 

504 

463 

604 

559 

545 

4,149 

No 

951 

944 

940 

973 

903 

924 

1070 

922 

7,627 

Blanks 

32 

52 

56 

40 

54 

50 

38 

32 

354 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 
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QUESTION  NO.  6 


LAW  PROPOSED  BY  AN  INITIATIVE  PETITION 

Do  you  approve  of  a law  summarized  below,  which  was  disapproved 
by  the  Elouse  of  Representatives  on  May  3,  1976,  by  a vote  of  146-85, 
and  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  before  May  5,  1976? 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  act  would  require  every  beverage  container  sold  or 
offered  for  sale  in  the  Commonwealth  to  have  a refund  value  of  at 
least  five  (5)  cents,  and  would  prohibit  the  sale  of  metal  beverage  containers 
with  flip-tops.  It  would  apply  to  containers  for  beer  and  other  malt 
beverages  and  to  soft  drinks.  It  would  not  apply  to  containers  for 
dairy  products  or  natural  fruit  joices,  nor  to  containers  which  are 
biodegradable. 

The  act  would  authorize  the  Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs  to 
certify  containers  as  reusable  or  recyclable.  It  contains  both  enforce- 
ment and  penalty  provisions  and  would  take  effect  on  February  1,  1977. 


Prec  1 Prec  2 Prec  3 Prec  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 Prec  8 

Total 

Yes 

853 

798 

743 

876 

785 

938 

958 

867 

6,818 

No 

585 

646 

657 

591 

654 

591 

654 

585 

4,872 

Blanks 

42 

61 

64 

50 

72 

49 

55 

47 

440 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTION  NO.  7 

LAW  PROPOSED  BY  AN  INITIATIVE  PETITION 

Do  you  approve  of  a law  summarized  below,  which  are  disapproved 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  May  3,  1976,  by  a vote  of  182-49, 
and  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  before  May  5,  1976? 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  act  would  impose  a general  requirement  that  every 
electric  utility  company  charge  a uniform  rate  per  kilowatt  hour  of 
electricity.  The  proposed  act  would  except  from  this  general  rule  rates 
charged  to  other  electric  utility  companies  and  to  residential  customers 
who  heat  their  principle  place  of  residence  by  electricity.  The  Act  would 
also  permit  a different  rate  to  be  charged  residential  customers  for  the 
first  three  hundred  (300)  kilowatt  hours  they  consume  each  month,  and 
would  authorize  “peak  load’’  pricing  whereby  a higher  rate  than  the 
uniform  rate  per  kilowatt  hour  may  be  charged  during  the  periods  of 
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the  day  or  seasons  of  the  year  when  consumption  of  electricity  is  the 
greatest.  The  Act  would  authorize  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities 
to  issue  implementing  rules  and  regulations  and  provides  for  enforcement. 


Prec  1 

Prec  2 

Prec  3 

Prec  4 

Prec  5 

Prec  6 1 

Prec  7 

Prec  8 

Total 

Yes. 

414 

446 

335 

305 

369 

388 

416 

356 

3,029 

No 

1019 

1002 

1076 

1160 

973 

1127 

1200 

1098 

8,655 

Blanks 

47 

57 

53 

52 

78 

63 

51 

45 

446 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTION  NO.  8 


THIS  QUESTION  IS  NOT  BINDING 

The  following  is  a non-binding  advisory  question:  “Shall  the  General 
Court  enact  legislation  authorizing  the  construction  of  an  oil  refinery 
and  a deep  water  port,  subject  to  the  approval  of  those  communities 
directly  affected  and  any  reservations  that  the  General  Court  may 
prescribe?” 

SUMMARY 

The  Legislature  has  placed  this  question  on  the  ballot  in  order  to 
determine  whether  the  people  favor  or  oppose  the  construction  of  an 
oil  refinery  and  deep  water  port  in  Massachusetts.  The  vote  on  this 
question  is  not  binding  on  the  Legislature.  The  question  deals  with 
the  general  advisability  of  such  construction  and  is  not  a specific  proposal 
for  a facility.  If  a specific  proposal  is  made,  it  would  be  subject  to 
approval  by  the  communities  directly  affected  and  subject  to  any  re- 
strictions imposed  by  the  Legislature. 


Yes 

995 

964 

933 

1013 

922 

1044 

1102 

1047 

8,020 

No 

394 

420 

412 

402 

374 

418 

444 

369 

3,233 

Blanks 

91 

121 

119 

102 

124 

116 

121 

83 

877 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTION  NO.  9 

THIS  QUESTION  IS  NOT  BINDING 

The  following  is  a non-binding  advisory  question:  “Shall  retail  stores 
including  package  liquor  stores,  so  called,  be  allowed  to  open  for 
business  on  Sunday?” 

SUMMARY 


The  Legislature  has  placed  this  question  on  the  ballot  in  order  to 
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determine  whether  the  people  favor  or  oppose  the  Sunday  opening  of 
certain  retail  stores,  including  package  liquor  stores.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  most  retail  and  all  package  liquor  stores  must  be  closed  on 
Sundays.  The  vote  on  this  question  is  not  binding  on  the  Legislature. 


Prec  1 Prec  2 Prec  3 Prec  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 Prec  8 Total 


Yes 

736 

776 

796 

723 

681 

789 

792 

751 

6,044 

No 

711 

681 

618 

748 

669 

744 

832 

711 

5,714 

Blanks 

33 

48 

50 

46 

70 

45 

43 

37 

372 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

QUESTIONS  NO.  10 

E.  Shall  the  town  of  Reading  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverages  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises  to  legally  chartered  clubs 
within  the  boundaries  of  said  town? 


Yes 

898 

941 

932 

955 

884 

1053 

1020 

911 

7,594 

No 

534 

503 

468 

501 

458 

455 

586 

535 

4,040 

Blanks 

48 

61 

64 

61 

78 

70 

61 

53 

496 

Total 

1480 

1505 

1464 

1517 

1420 

1578 

1667 

1499 

12,130 

The  votes  were  declared  in  open  Town  Meeting,  sealed  in  ballot 
envelopes  and  transmitted  to  the  Town  Clerk  to  be  placed  in  the  vault 
for  safe  keeping. 

Voted  to  adjourn,  1 1:00  P.M.,  November  2,  1976. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 


November  4,  1976 

Attested  copies  of  the  election  results  were  this  day  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 
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SUBSEQUENT  TOWN  MEETING 


Reading  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium  November  8,  1976 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C. 
Latham,  at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Rabbi  Mordecai  Y.  Scharf  of  the  Temple 
Emmanuel,  Wakefield,  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  when  on  motion 
of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  reading 
of  the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was  then  read 
by  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  given  by  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis, 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee: 

(1)  Free  cash  is  $407,804.00  as  certified  by  the  Bureau  of  Accounts. 

Reasons  for  this:  (a)  Returned  appropriations  - Total  $276,789.15 


(Significant  returned  appropriations) 


School  Special  Needs 

$69,000. 

Schools  salary  & expense 

64,000. 

Snow  & ice 

13,000. 

BPW  salaries 

23,000. 

Insurance  (casualty) 

18,000. 

Non  contributory  insurance 

17,000. 

Additional  Breakdown: 

$163,  695  - Special  Needs  Grant 
24,000  - Bureau  of  Accounts  change 

(2)  No  word  on  new  revenue  sharing  money.  $89,127.  of  current 
year’s  money  has  been  received. 

(3)  Haskins  & Sells  has  been  hired  to  audit  the  Town’s  books  at  a 
figure  of  $8,000.00. 

(4)  From  the  Finance  Committee  Reserve  Fund  the  following  transfers 
were  made: 

$4,014.33  to  Board  of  Selectmen  for  telephone  bill. 

$ 900.00  to  Board  of  Health  for  disposal  of  dead  animals 

$ 275.00  to  Board  of  Assessors  for  updating  valuation  books. 

The  Finance  Committee  Reserve  Fund  totals  $144,810.67. 
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This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Lynn  G.  Stasz,  Co- 
chairman  of  the  Conservation  Commission: 


At  the  annual  Spring  Town  Meeting,  1976,  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission gave  a progress  report  on  the  Reading  Conservation  Plan 
funded  one  year  earlier  by  the  Town  Meeting.  After  much  diligence 
and  many  re-drafts,  the  Plan  is  now  available.  The  Commission  would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  review  for  you  the  Goals  and  Objectives 
which  served  as  the  basis  for  the  Conservation  Plan  and  to  outine  the 
Commission’s  recommendations  for  the  future. 

The  Goals  and  Objectives  characterizing  the  aims  and  aspirations  of 
the  Conservation  Commission  within  its  charge  to  promote,  develop 
and  protect  the  Town’s  water  and  other  natural  resources  are: 

1 . protection  of  water  quality  and  quantity  of  the  Ipswich,  Saugus 
and  Aberjona  Rivers  for  municipal  water  supplies  and  water-related 
recreation; 

2.  protection  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading 
and  downstream  communities  against  the  hazards  of  flood  in- 
undation; 

3.  prevention  of  air,  water,  and  noise  pollution  and  other  forms  of 
environmental  degradation; 

4.  preservation  of  a variety  of  open  space  lands  throughout  the 
Town  for  greenbelts  and  outdoor  recreation; 

5.  protection  of  important  wildlife  habitats  and  other  critical 
natural  areas; 

6.  establishment  of  an  on-going  conservation  education  program 
in  the  Town. 

7.  initiation  of  conservation  management  plan  and  program  for 
the  natural  resources  in  the  Town. 

The  Town  of  Reading  has  made  significant  strides  toward  these 
goals  through  zoning,  land  acquisitions  and  conscientious  implementation 
of  state  programs  and  laws. 

Much  still  needs  to  be  done,  however.  New  threats  to  the  quality  and 
flow  of  Reading’s  three  rivers  arise  continuously,  even  with  the  level 
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of  protection  currently  afforded  them.  Open  land  which  was  once 
common  in  Reading  and  taken  for  granted  as  open  space  for  recreation 
and  buffer  zones  is  fast  disappearing  as  the  demand  for  housing  continues 
to  grow.  The  increasing  population  of  the  Town  requires  more  ball- 
fields,  more  parks,  more  open  areas  to  roam,  especially  as  the  local 
“sandlots”  and  woods  are  converted  from  neighborhood  playgrounds 
to  new  developments. 

An  active  conservation  education  program  in  Reading’s  schools 
and  organizations  is  non-existent  but  needed.  There  is  still  much  to  do. 

Land  Acquisition,  Zoning,  Education  and  Management  are  important 
tools  in  implementing  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the  Commission. 


Land  Acquisition 

Conservation  is  both  the  art  and  science  of  maintaining,  improving 
and  protecting  the  natural  resources  of  a community.  This  includes 
preserving  the  “balance  of  nature’’  - a dynamic  and  complex  interrelation- 
ship between  plants,  animals,  soils,  water  and  air.  Conservation  of  open 
areas  for  their  resource  qualities  is  the  only  way  that  Reading  can  safe- 
guard a proper  balance  between  the  natural  environment  and  urban 
development.  When  seen  in  this  context,  conservation  has  positive 
economic  and  social  values  to  the  community. 

The  acquisition  or  protection  of  conservation  areas  may  appear 
costly,  but  there  are  in  fact  many  resulting  economic  values.  Such 
areas  contribute  to  protecting  essential  water  resources,  allowing  for 
adequate  storage  and  drainage  of  storm  water  runoff,  and  preserving 
desirable  natural  features  for  public  use  and  enjoyment,  such  as  streams, 
hills,  fields  and  wooded  areas. 

Land  that  is  set  aside  in  a conservation  program  is  not  lost  to  the  Town 
and  its  tax  base.  A community’s  open  space  is  as  much  an  essential 
part  of  its  composition  as  homes,  stores,  public  buildings  and  schools, 
yet  it  requires  no  municipal  services,  no  major  capital  investment 
(after  acquisition),  or  no  continuing  maintainance  expense  of  any 
magnitude.  Sound  and  healthy  community  development  demands  the 
inclusion  of  open  space  in  its  growth  pattern  to  complement  the  developed 
space.  Open  space  areas  should  not  be  relegated  to  those  unlikely 
spots  which  have  been  inadvertently  left  undeveloped  but  should  be 
given  primary  consideration  because  of  their  essential  value. 

The  experience  of  many  communities  throughout  the  United  States 
and  elsewhere,  including  carefully  documented  research  studies,  has 
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demonstrated  the  dollar  value  of  open  space  and  the  many  amenities 
associated  with  it. 

As  population  size  increases,  new  and  major  costs  are  generated  by 
the  destruction  of  natural  resources.  The  problems  that  are  likely  to 
be  created  include  dwindling  ground  water  supplies,  greater  flooding 
damage,  increased  pollution  potential,  and  the  reduction  of  open  space 
for  increasing  numbers  of  people.  It  is  these  large  new  costs  that  the 
Conservation  Plan  is  designed,  in  part,  to  avoid.  Detailed  financial 
studies  conducted  in  numerous  locations  have  demonstrated  that  the 
financial  cost  of  such  a conservation  action  program  is  far  less  than 
inaction. 

Conservation  of  natural  resources  also  imparts  important  social  values 
to  a community;  though  difficult  to  measure,  they  are  nonetheless 
reak  The  opportunity  for  outdoor  recreation  close  to  home  helps  to 
relieve  the  monotony  and  tensions  of  daily  metropolitan  life  and  weekend 
driving.  The  quality  of  the  environment,  enchanced  by  greenbelts  and 
scenic  open  space,  stabilizes  individual  neighborhoods.  The  act  of 
conservation  by  a community  has  an  educational  and  cultural  impact 
that  will  set  a high  standard  for  succeeding  generations  to  follow  in 
passing  on  these  natural  resources  to  their  children. 

Open  Space 

Open  space  lands  should  be  sufficient  in  acreage  and  distribution 
throughout  the  community  to  provide  appropriate  and  accessible  areas 
for  outdoor  recreation  as  well  as  greenbelts.  From  the  Plan  Map  it  is 
clear  that  most  of  the  largest  areas  serving  these  needs  of  the  community 
are  located  in  the  Ipswich  River  basin  (A)  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
Town.  These  large  tracts  ^f  public  lands  are,  for  the  most  part,  passive 
recreation  and/or  resource  protection  areas.  There  is  a great  deficiency 
of  open  space  lands,  particularly  passive  recreation  areas  such  as  con- 
servation land,  in  the  Aberjona  (B)  and  Saugus  (C)  basins  in  the  southern 
portion  of  Reading.  The  majority  of  the  existing  open  space  parcels 
in  these  latter  two  basins  are  “developed”  parks,  ballfields  and  play- 
grounds mostly  associated  with  schools.  The  section  of  Reading  south 
of  an  east-west  line  through  the  Town  Common  (made  up  of  about 
equal  portions  of  basins  B and  C)  is  particularly  deficient  in  public 
open  space,  especially  undeveloped  passive  recreation  areas.  The  principal 
reasons  for  this  uneven  distribution  of  open  space  within  the  Town  are 
1)  the  more  built-up  nature  of  the  southern  half  of  Reading  as  compared 
with  the  northern  half,  and  2)  the  location  of  the  most  significant 
natural  resource  areas  in  the  northern  half  of  the  Town,  which  were  the 
primary  focus  of  the  Town’s  conservation  and  water  supply  acquisitions 
to  date. 
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The  Conservation  Commission,  in  this  Plan,  recognizes  the  imbalance 
of  open  space  distribution  within  the  Town  and  makes  the  following 
recommendation  to  rectify  this  situation: 

RECOMMENDATION#  1:  Purchase,  accept  as  gifts  or  otherwise 
acquire  additional  open  space  land  in  the  southern  half  of  the  Town 
wherever  possible,  in  both  the  Aberjona  basin  (B)  and  the  Saugus 
basin  (C). 

These  acquisitions  need  not  be  limited  to  Conservation  Land,  but 
rather  should  be  explored  by  Conservation,  Recreation,  Parks,  Select- 
men, or  some  combination  of  these  or  other  Town  departments.  Appro- 
priate action  on  this  recommendation  must  be  taken  soon,  before  all 
desirable  parcels  of  land  are  developed  or  before  land  values  have 
appreciated  to  a point  where  acquisition  becomes  financially  impractical. 

Water  Resources 

The  careful  protection  of  Reading’s  water  resources  is  vital  to  the 
future  of  the  Town  as  well  as  the  entire  three  basin  region.  In  terms  of 
water  supply  alone,  actions  taken  in  Reading  affect  close  to  thirty  other 
communities.  Reciprocally,  actions  taken  in  Wilmington,  Burlington 
and  North  Reading  affect  both  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  Reading’s 
water  supply. 

In  the  Ipswich  River  basin  (A),  Reading  should  continue  its  efforts 
to  protect  its  present  well  sites  as  well  as  its  potential  wellfield  areas 
in  order  to  ensure  the  Town’s  water  self-sufficiency  in  a region  experiencing 
increasing  shortages.  To  meet  this  challenge  the  following  action  by  the 
Tow  n is  recommended: 

RECOMMENDATION  #2:  Purchase,  accept  as  gifts  or  otherwise 
acquire  the  remaining  sections  of  Bare  Meadow,  Revay  Swamp  and 
the  Ipswich  River  floodplain. 

All  of  these  locations  are  considered  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
as  “areas  in  which  properly  located  and  developed  wells  will  sustain 
yields  of  sufficient  magnitude  for  municipal  supply  or  other  large-scale 
use’’.  Again,  consideration  of  these  acquisitions  need  not  be  limited 
to  the  Conservation  Commission.  The  Water  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  the  Town  Forest  Committee  and  the  Selectmen  all 
should  share  in  the  concern  for  these  potential  wellfields. 

Additional  parcels  of  significant  Flood  Plain  or  Wetlands  Protection 
District  areas  in  the  Ipswich  River  basin  should  also  be  considered  for 
acquisition  by  the  Town,  either  through  purchase  or  acceptance  of  gifts. 
Although  not  as  high  a priority  in  this  basin  as  the  potential  wellfield 
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areas,  some  of  the  other  wetlands  draining  into  the  Ipswich  River  are 
especially  important  to  protect  the  continuity  and  quality  of  the  drainage 
system. 

In  the  Aberjona  River  basin  (B),  the  major  flood  plain  areas  should 
be  protected  for  downstream  water  users.  The  recent  Master  Drainage 
Study  for  the  Town  of  Reading  states  that  “the  Aberjona  River  serves 
as  a recharge  area  for  a subsurface  aquifer  which  serves  industrial 
concerns  along  the  River.  Major  development  of  the  lands  adjacent  to 
the  River  may  have  severly  affected  its  flood  storage  and  recharge 
capability”. 

In  the  Saugus  River  basin  (C),  Reading’s  landfill  and  industrial 
areas  occupy  a portion  of  the  remaining  open  land.  Timberneck  and 
South  Cedar  Swamps,  the  largest  headwater  wetlands  in  this  part  of 
the  Town,  should  be  completely  protected. 

RECOMMENDATION  #3:  Purchase,  accept  as  gifts  or  otherwise 
acquire  the  most  important  remaining  portions  of  the  Flood  Plain 
and  Wetlands  Protection  Districts  in  the  Ipswich  (A),  the  Aberjona  (B) 
and  the  Saugus  (C)  basins. 

Education 

Most  of  the  schools  in  Reading  are  within  walking  distance  of  some 
Town-owned  open  space  to  use  as  “outdoor  classrooms”  for  nature 
study  and  conservation  education.  The  exceptions  are  the  Joshua  Eaton 
Elementary  School  and  the  Barrows  Elementary  School  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  Town,  which  do  not  have  any  undeveloped  public  open 
space  nearby. 

RECOMMENDTION  #4:  Purchase,  accept  as  gifts  or  otherwise 
acquire  land  to  be  left  in  its  natural  state  near  every  school  in  Reading, 
especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Joshua  Eaton  and  Barrows  Elementary 
Schools  which  are  lacking  this  important  resource. 

Such  acquisitions  would  also  serve  to  implement  Recommendation 
#1  as  open  space  areas  in  the  southern  part  of  Town  and  could  also 
incorporate  wetland  areas  consistent  with  Recommendation  #3. 

Trails 

As  part  of  a comprehensive  recreation  plan,  a series  of  connecting 
trails  linking  the  major  public  lands  in  Reading  would  be  most  desirable. 
These  trails,  either  on  purchased  property  or  on  pedestrian  easements  or 
existing  rights-of-way,  could  serve  as  bikeways,  hiking,  horseback  riding 
or  cross-county  ski  trails  and  simple  pedestrian  access  paths*  providing 
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off-road  travel  ways  between  neighborhoods  and  schools  and  other  use 
areas. 

RECOMMENDATION  #5:  Acquire  land  or  easements  for  pedestrian 
and  equestrian  trails  linking  the  major  public  open  lands  in  the  Town 
wherever  possible. 

In  the  consideration  of  all  of  the  five  recommendations  for  land 
acquisition,  efforts  should  be  made  to  acquire  wherever  possible  land 
which  combines  the  functions  or  intent  of  more  than  one  of  these 
recommendations.  Furthermore,  actions  on  all  of  the  recommendations 
should  be  taken  concurrently  since  they  are  all  of  importance  to  the 
Town  and  the  opportunities  for  fulfilling  them  are  dwindling  fast. 

Zoning: 

The  Flood  Plain  and  Wetlands  Protection  Districts  of  the  Reading 
Zoning  By-law  are  very  important  for  the  prevention  of  flood  damage 
and  the  protection  of  key  water  resource  areas  in  the  Town.  Consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  adequacy  of  this  protection,  however,  and  to  the 
need  for  incorporating  additional  areas  into  these  districts.  The  Master 
Drainage  Study  included  the  Town’s  wetlands  as  retention  areas  in  its 
calculations  and  made  recommendations  for  inclusion  of  seven  additional 
wetland  areas  into  the  Wetlands  Protection  District.  In  the  preparation 
of  this  Conservation  Plan  no  critical  analysis  of  these  two  districts 
was  undertaken  and  to  the  following  recommendation  is  made: 

RECOMMENDATION  #6:  Study  the  Flood  Plain  District  and  the 
Wetlands  Protection  District  of  the  Reading  Zoning  By-Law  for  adequacy 
of  coverage,  and  amend  these  districts  if  additions  or  other  changes 
are  considered  necessary. 

This  recommendation  should  be  considered  by  the  Conservation 
Commission,  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in 
a joint  study  committee. 

Education: 

The  conservation  actions  of  today  affect  the  quality  of  the  living 
environment  of  tomorrow.  It  is  important  to  give  the  children  of  today 
an  exposure  to  the  natural  world  in  order  to  install  in  these  decision- 
makers of  tomorrow  a know  ledge  of  the  functions  of  natural  systems, 
an  appreciation  for  their  beauty  and  complexity  and  an  understanding 
of  their  frailty  which  allows  them  to  be  so  easily  abused  by  human 
activities.  The  Conservation  Commission  has  a responsibility  to  educate 
the  citizens  of  Reading  about  these  matters  and  related  concerns. 
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RECOMMENDATION  #7:  Establish  an  on-going  conservation 
education  program  in  Reading  both  in  all  grades  in  the  schools  and  in 
the  adult  community. 

Management: 

To  implement  Goal  7 and  specific  aspects  of  the  other  goals,  a con- 
servation management  program  is  necessary  in  Reading.  This  encompasses 
a number  of  areas  from  trailwork  on  Conservation  Land  to  the  en- 
couragement of  conservation  measures  in  household  and  industrial 
water  consumption  to  the  constant  surveillance  of  all  activities  with 
an  impact  on  the  Town’s  natural  resources.  The  following  recorpmenda- 
tions  serve  to  focus  on  these  management  needs: 

RECOMMENDATION  #8:  Institute  a management  program  for  the 
Reading  Conservation  Lands  to  ensure  an  optimum  balance  among  public 
recreation,  wildlife,  greenbelt  and  water  resource  functions  consistent 
with  conservation  purposes. 

RECOMMENDATION  #9:  Study  the  issue  of  ground  water  recharge 
in  Reading  and  the  need  for  special  recharge  basins  in  the  Town. 

RECOMMENDATION  #10:  Institute  and  encourage  water  conserva- 
tion measures  in  the  Town  to  reduce  unnecessary  and  wasteful  water 
consumption  practices. 

RECOMMENDATION  #11:  Encourage  Reading’s  citizens,  businesses, 
industries  and  government  to  recycle  their  solid  waste  products. 

RECOMMENDATION  #12:  Implement  state  laws  which  will  aid  in 
protecting  Reading’s  natural  resources,  such  as  the  Scenic  and  Recreational 
Rivers  Act,  the  Inland  Wetlands  Act,  and  the  Scenic  Roads  Act. 

RECOMMENDATION  #13:  Maintain  vigilance  in  all  aspects  of 
conservation  so  as  to  ensure  the  non-degradation  of  Reading’s  air, 
water  and  other  natural  resources. 

The  Conservation  Plan  is  comprehensive  in  nature  and  is  to  be  conceived 
as  a segment  of  the  overall  planning  framework  for  the  Town.  Since 
the  concept  of  “conservation”  as  included  in  this  Plan  is  broad  in 
scope  and  involves  programs  of  overlapping  jurisdiction  with  other 
agencies  of  the  Town  government,  the  Commission  in  its  recommendations 
has  formulated  an  action  program  for  the  Town,  some  specifics  of 
which  will  be  best  implemented  by  other  departments.  The  Plan  is 
designed  to  ensure  the  proper  utilization  of  all  remaining  open  areas, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  economic  and  social  values  inherent  in  Reading’s 
natural  resources,  and  to  encourage  the  type  of  orderly  and  proper  growth 
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which  the  Town  desires.  The  Plan,  therefore,  is  a working  document, 
long-range  in  perspective,  whose  overall  purpose  is  to  protect  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  as  well  as  the  quality  of  life  for  the  citizens  of  Reading 
and  neighboring  communities  through  proper  management  of  land, 
water  and  other  natural  resources. 

We  thank  you  for  your  patience  and  attention,  the  Commission  is 
most  pleased  with  the  final  working  document.  We  hope  you  are  equally 
impressed.  Copies  of  the  Plan  will  be  available  to  you  as  you  leave 
the  hall  or  at  the  Conservation  office. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  gave  a verbal  report  on  the 
progress  of  supplying  Christmas  lights  for  the  Town  of  Reading  for 
the  1976  Christmas  season. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Joyce  K.  Miller, 
Chairman,  for  the  Reading  Bicentennial  Commission. 

The  projects  of  the  Reading  Bicentennial  Commission  have  progressed 
as  planned. 

The  Festival  Weekend  May  21  and  22,  proved  a great  success  as  the 
result  of  generous  contributions  of  time,  talent  and  money  from  individuals 
and  organizations.  Indeed  the  treasury  showed  a surplus  of  Si  ,323.26. 
In  the  spirit  of  appreciation  and  exchange  of  assistance,  the  Jaycees  and 
Bicentennial  Commission  used  $389.00  of  this  to  allow  the  Reading 
Minute  Men  to  participate  in  the  Battle  of  White  Plains  Reenactment 
on  Sunday,  October  24.  The  remaining  funds  will  be  used  to  finance 
some  appropriate  project  agreed  upon  by  Jaycees  and  Bicentennial 
Commission. 

The  Heritage  Trial  guide  is  completed  and  on  sale  for  25c  in  the 
Clerk’s  Office  and  at  certain  merchants.  The  other  authorized  publications 
are  in  various  stages  of  writing  and  editing  and  should  be  available  in 
a few  months. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Edward  F.  Fuller, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees. 

Last  May  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  reported  to  this  body  that 
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adequate  library  service  could  not  be  given  to  the  public  due  to  the  crowded 
conditions  in  the  present  building. 

Since  then,  we  have  been  frustrated  in  several  attempts  to  obtain  an 
appropriate  site.  We  again  asked  the  Bacigalupo  family  if  they  were 
willing  to  sell  their  property.  We  were  informed  through  their  attorney 
that  they  were  not.  We  have  met  with  the  Selectmen  twice  hoping 
to  obtain  the  Community  Center  site  for  a Community  Services  Center 
which  would  include  a library.  Their  inability  to  decide  on  the  future  of 
that  building  forces  us  to  conclude  that  we  must  look  elsewhere. 

We  believe  that  a site  can  be  found  that  will  satisfy  our  needs.  Our 
main  concern  between  now  and  the  next  regular  Town  Meeting  shall 
be  the  selection  of  that  site,  and  we  shall  at  that  time  come  to  his  body 
with  a request  for  a new  library,  providing  an  appropriate  site  can  be 
found. 

Notice  of  site  selection  meetings  will  be  posted  and  we  expect  that  all 
townspeople  interested  in  the  future  of  their  library  will  attend. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Maureen  T.  O’Brien, 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board. 

In  September  1976,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  accepted  the  proposal  by 
the  Planning  Board  to  do  a Study  of  Municipal  Space  Needs.  The 
need  for  such  a study  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Robert  Wells,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Reading  Public  Schools,  at  the  July  Meeting  of  all  Town  Boards, 
Departments  and  Committees. 

The  Planning  Board,  thus  far,  has  reviewed  all  previous  space  needs 
studies  and  drafted  a questionnaire  to  facilitate  the  collection  of  data 
necessary  to  complete  this  study.  This  questionnaire  has  been  distributed 
to  forty-five  Boards,  Departments  and  Committees  within  the  Town. 

Currently  the  Planning  Board  is  reviewing  the  returned  questionnaires 
and  is  in  the  process  of  setting  up  a schedule  of  meetings  with  each 
Town  Department  where  further  pertinent  input  is  needed. 

A final  report  will  be  drafted  to  be  presented  to  all  Town  Boards, 
Departments  and  Committees  and  to  Town  Meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted 
Maureen  T.  O’Brien,  Chairman 
George  V.  Hines,  Secretary 
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Curt  E.  Nitzsche 
Joseph  C.  Sturm 
Charles  J.  Keller 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Paul  T.  Metcalf, 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  Report  Committee. 

At  the  Adjourned  Annual  Town  Meeting  on  May  27,  1976,  Douglass 
L.  Barker  moved  and  Town  Meeting  voted  to  have  a committee  study 
and  recommend  ways  to  make  the  “Finance  Committee  Report’’ 
more  useful  to  Town  Meeting  members.  The  five-person  committee 
was  to  consist  of  three  Town  Meeting  Members  appointed  by  the 
Moderator  and  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Finance  Committee.  The  committee  was  authorized  to  study  and 
recommend  ways  of: 

1)  Changing  the  format  of  the  Report 

2)  Combining  recurring  special  articles  into  regular  departmental  budgets 

3)  Grouping  motions  under  the  present  Article  #4 

The  committee  was  requested  to  make  a final  report  at  the  subsequent 
Town  Meeting  in  the  Fall  of  1976. 

This  committee  was  appointed  and  on  June  16,  1976,  the  Town  Clerk 
notified  the  members.  The  following  persons  were  appointed: 

Town  Meeting  Members:  Nathan  C.  White,  Thomas  J.  Ryan  and 

Paul  T.  Metcalf 

Finance  Committee  Members:  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis  and  Charles  W. 

Hewitt 

The  committee  held  public  meetings  on  July,  September  9,  and 
October  14,  1976.  After  considerable  discussion  at  these  meetings  and 
with  the  help  of  input  from  other  interested  Town  Meeting  Members,  the 
committee  formed  a list  of  recommendations  to  present  in  its  final 
report  to  Town  Meeting. 

The  committee  makes  the  following  recommendations: 

I.  Recommendations  related  to  the  Finance  Committee  Report 

A.  Prepare  the  presentation  of  the  Special  Articles  in  the  Finance 
Committee  Report  so  that  the  following  appear  together  in  one 
place: 

1 . The  Warrant  Article 
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2.  The  motion  under  the  article 

3.  The  Finance  Committee  discussion 

4.  The  Finance  Committee  recommendation 

B.  Present  the  appropriation  amounts  in  the  Report  so  that  the 
details  can  be  easily  reconciled  with  the  subtotals  and  totals. 

C.  Use  footnotes  to  define  and  explain  the  significance  of  particular 
items  on  the  pages  where  each  appears. 

1.  Continue  showing  the  total  appropriation  of  the  previous 
year.  However,  add  a footnote  to  point  out  that  the  amount 
shown  includes  all  appropriated  amounts.  The  Report  should 
also  show  a credit  against  the  Reserve  Fund  so  that  the 
details  will  reconcile  with  the  total  appropriation. 

2.  Include  a footnote  to  explain  the  notations  by  the  Group 
Insurance  line  item. 

D.  Report  the  vote  of  the  Finance  Committee  by  each  line  item 
wherever  possible. 

E.  Provide  at  least  one  additional  blank  column  in  the  Report  as 
space  for  entering  adjustments. 

F.  Put  a map  of  the  Town  in  the  Report  with  notes  to  assist  Tow  n 
Meeting  Members  in  understanding  the  Warrant  articles. 

G.  Use  graphs  when  reporting  the  general  financial  condition  of 
the  Town. 

II.  Recommendations  related  to  the  Warrant 

A.  Place  all  articles  related  to  the  Personnel  By-Law  ahead  of  the 
general  appropriation  article. 

B.  Place  articles  related  to  the  Personnel  By-Law  in  the  following 
order  on  the  Warrant: 

1.  The  article  which  specifies  the  minimum  and  maximum 
payrates  for  each  labor  grade. 

2.  The  articles  which  specify  changes  in  the  labor  grades  of 
individual  positions.  There  should  be  a separate  article  for 
each  change. 

3.  The  articles  which  specify  changes  in  the  fringe  benefits 
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given  by  the  Town.  There  should  be  a separate  article  for 
each  change. 

C.  Make  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  the  Old  South  Clock  a special  article. 

D.  In  general,  organize  the  Warrant  so  that  the  articles  may  be  taken 
up  in  sequence. 

111. Recommendations  related  to  the  preparation  and  presentation  of 
of  budgets 

A.  Eliminate  special  articles  which  recur  annually,  with  the  exception 
of  the  “Old  South  Clock’’  article  mentioned  above. 
Specifically: 

1 . Include  the  Council  on  Aging  under  the  general  appropriations 
article. 

2.  Include  the  appropriation  for  Reading  Youth,  Incorporated, 
in  the  Recreation  Department  budget. 

3.  Eliminate  special  articles  for  the  following  items  and  include 
them  as  line  items  in  the  general  appropriation  article: 

a.  Police  Cruisers 

b.  Police  and  Fire  Indemnification 

c.  Police  and  Fire  Uniforms 

d.  Christmas  Lights 

e. 4-H  Club  Aid  to  Agriculture 

f.  Funds  for  Constructing  Parks  and  Playgrounds 

g.  Conservation  Fund  for  Surveying  and  Engineering 

h.  Board  of  Assessors  Real  Estate  Valuation  List 

1 . Maintenance  and  Care  of  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Graves 
j.  Development  of  Charles  Street  Cemetery. 

B.  Include  extraordinary,  nonrecurring  items  of  less  than  $10,000 
as  appropriation  line  items  within  the  general  appropriation  of 
a department. 

C.  Include  the  Fire  Alarm  budget  as  an  appropriation  line  item 
within  the  Fire  Department  budget. 

D.  Eliminate  the  annual  appropriation  for  Water  Fountains. 

E.  Develop  a set  of  standard  motions  to  cover  the  regular  appro- 
priations. The  standard  motions  should  state  the  total  appro- 
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priation  first  followed  by  a list  of  the  appropriation  line  items 
and  a list  of  the  sources  which  will  fund  the  appropriation. 

F.  Move  each  departmental  budget  separately  rather  than  using  an 
omnibus,  General  Government,  motion. 

G.  Have  each  motion  presented  by  the  policy  making  body  or  office 
under  whose  jurisdiction  the  appropriation  is  administered. 

H.  Begin  each  session  of  Town  Meeting  with  a presentation  by  the 
Finance  Committee  giving  any  adjustments  to  the  Report  and 
a summary  of  the  results  of  the  previous  session. 

This  completes  the  final  report  of  the  “Finance  Committee  Report” 
Committee 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a final  report,  with  thanks  from  the  Town 
Meeting  body. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  1 
on  the  table. 

ARTICLE  2.  On  motion  of  Paul  T.  Metcalf  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Finance  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
instructed  to  carry  out,  in  so  far  as  the  Statutes  allow,  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  “Finance  Committee  Report”  Committee  as  approved  by 
Town  Meeting.  Further,  the  Warrant  and  the  Finance  Committee  Report 
for  the  next  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  future  Town  Meetings  shall 
reflect  these  recommendations  wherever  possible. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 
on  the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Maureen  T,  O’Brien  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Six  Thousand  Dollars  ($6,000.00)  be  transferred  from 
available  free  cash  funds  and  appropriated  for  a Zoning  By-Law  Study 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Planning  Board. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Philip  R.  White,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  amend  the  General  By-Laws,  Article  VI,  Section  1,  by  striking 
the  last  sentence  of  said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  follow- 
ing new  sentences: 

“The  term  of  office  of  said  Town  Counsel  shall  begin  on  the  first 
day  of  July  or  the  date  of  his  selection  by  the  Law  Committee  and 
shall  continue  until  the  following  thirtieth  day  of  June  or  until  his 


60 


successor  is  appointed.  The  Town  Counsel  shall  serve  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Law  Committee.” 

ARTICLE  5.  On  motion  of  Philip  R.  White,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  amend  the  General  By-Laws,  Article  V,  Section  1,  by  striking 
out  said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  new  section: 

‘‘Section  1 . The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  on  or  after  the  first  day  of 
July  in  each  year  appoint  an  Executive  Secretary  who  shall  serve  under 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  41,  Section  23A  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended.  The  term  of  office  of  said  Executive  Secretary  shall  begin  on 
the  first  day  of  July  and  shall  continue  until  the  following  thirtieth 
day  of  June  or  until  his  successor  is  appointed.  The  Executive  Secretary 
shall  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen.” 

ARTICLE  6.  On  motion  of  Philip  R.  White,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  amend  the  General  By-Laws,  Article  XII,  Section  1,  by 
striking  the  first  sentence  of  said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following  new  sentence: 

‘‘Section  1.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  appoint  annually  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  July  a Gas  Inspector  who  shall  hold  office  for 
a term  expiring  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  in  the  following  calendar 
year  or  until  his  successor  is  appointed  and  qualified.” 

ARTICLE  7.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  transfer  from  available  free  cash  funds  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  ($1 ,000.00)  for  observance  of  the  Christ- 
mas Seasons  by  the  decoration  and  illumination  of  public  buildings  and 
public  streets  and  the  decoration  of  Christmas  trees  upon  municipal 
land,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  8.  On  motion  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  unan- 
imously, by  a vote  of  162  to  0,  that  the  Town  rescind  a portion  of 
an  amount  to  be  borrowed  as  voted  under  Article  34  of  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  of  1974;  by  said  amount  of  Six  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars 
($650. (X))  remaining  after  bond  issue. 

ARTICLE  9.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  transfer  from  available  free  cash  funds  and  appropriate  the 
amount  of  Nine  Hundred  Dollars  ($900.00)  for  the  purpose  of  repairs 
of  the  present  Little  League  Field  (Hunt  Memorial  Park)  at  Pleasant 
and  Eaton  Street,  said  funds  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  1 from 
the  table. 
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ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  of  the  Site  Selection  and  Police 
Station  Building  Study  Committee  was  read  by  Chairman  Barry  J. 
Mitchel. 

This  report  of  progress  is  being  made  to  bring  Town  Meeting  up  to 
date  on  the  Committee’s  progress  toward  providing  the  Town  of  Reading 
with  a new  police  facility. 

Previous  work  by  this  Committee  was  reported  to  the  Special  Town 
Meeting  of  March  22,  1976.  That  report  was  devoted  primarily  to 
investigation  of  needs,  options  to  renovate  and  selection  of  possible 
sites  for  a new  building. 

The  application  for  Federal  funds,  made  last  Spring,  was  not  forth- 
coming, due  to  a lack  of  funds.  Since  that  time,  the  Committee  has 
remained  in  contact  with  Federal  officials,  through  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and  the  Executive  Secretary,  regarding  the  availability  of  funds. 

When  the  availability  of  new  funding  became  apparent  in  mid-Septem- 
ber, the  Committee  resumed  the  twice  a week  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
reviewing  police  stations  recently  constructed  and  interviewing  architects 
with  past  experience  in  the  field. 

During  the  Summer,  the  Boards  of  Selectmen  and  Public  Works  met 
and  decided  that  the  Committee’s  recommendation  of  a site  in  front 
of  the  Public  Works  garage  on  John  Street  was  in  conflict  with  the 
plans  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  regarding  the  future  development 
of  that  site.  In  addition,  the  North  Main  Street  location  originally 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  was  dropped  from  future  consideration 
due  to  the  high  cost  of  acquisition.  As  a result  of  these  decisions,  the 
Selectmen  and  this  Committee  reviewed  again  the  possibility  of  using  the 
site  opposite  the  Boston  Stove  Foundry  on  John  Street  - the  site  of  the 
old  Tree  and  Moth  Department  garage  consisting  of  approximately  1.5  - 
2.0  acres. 

At  a meeting  held  on  September  30,  1976  with  representatives  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Police  Department,  Board  of  Selectmen 
and  this  Committee,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Tree  and  Moth  site  would 
be  acceptable  to  all  present  as  a location  for  a new  police  department 
facility.  Also  at  this  meeting  a review  of  space  needs  was  made  and 
no  substantial  changes  were  identified  since  the  reviews  conducted  last 
Spring. 

Subsequent  to  this  meeting,  the  Committee  visited  police  facilities 
in  Malden,  Stoneham,  Andover  and  Weston.  In  doing  this  we  reviewed 
the  work  that  some  of  the  architects  had  done  and  obtained  the  opinions 
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of  police  department  representatives  as  to  the  functionability  of  their 
stations. 

Architectural  firms  were  interviewed  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
to  the  Town  Meeting  through  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  a firm  which 
would  be  best  qualified  to  assist  the  Town  in  submitting  an  application 
for  a federal  grant  at  a reasonable  cost.  The  firms  that  the  Committee 
has  talked  to  are: 


Philip  J.  Burne,  Inc.  Medford 

Hughes  and  MacCartht,  Inc.  Natick 

Robert  Lynch,  Inc.  Malden 

Harry  Gulesian  Associates  Boston 

Shepley,  Bulfinch,  Richardson 
and  Abbott  Boston 

Goodwin-Gallagher  Associates,  Inc.  Haverhill 
Knight,  Bagge  and  Anderson,  Inc.  Boston 


The  current  grant  application,  unlike  the  one  applied  for  last  Spring, 
requires  that  an  architect/engineer  be  engaged  to  prepare  preliininary 
plans  and  cost  estimates.  Additionally,  soil  borings  and  survey  work 
will  be  required  to  define  these  costs.  Data  on  local  long  range  planning, 
etc.,  are  also  required  to  be  submitted  with  the  application. 

Applications  for  funds  under  this  Economic  Development  Administra- 
tion Program  are  now  being  accepted  and  must  be  submitted  no  later 
than  December  10,  1976.  Approval  of  successful  grants  is  expected  within 
sixty  days  after  the  close  of  the  application  period. 

The  firms  interviewed  were  all  qualified  and  they  submitted  bids  ranging 
from  $3,000.00  to  $40,000.00  for  the  required  preliminary  work.  The 
Committee  based  its  evaluation  on  the  following: 

a.  size  of  firm’s  staff  to  assure  meeting  deadlines, 

b.  cost  to  prepare  applications, 

c.  current  availability, 

d.  knowledge  in  filing  Federal  applications, 

e.  previous  related  work, 

f.  client  satisfaction. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  this  Town  Meeting  vote  the  amount 
of  $3,000.00  requested  under  Article  10  on  this  warrant  and  further 
recommends  that  the  architectural  firm  of  Goodwin-Gallagher  be  selected 
to  assist  the  Town  in  submitting  the  application.  The  Committee  believes 
that  the  requested  appropriation  is  an  investment  in  Reading’s  future, 
even  if  Federal  funds  are  not  granted  immediately.  The  preparatory 
work  will  remain  valid  until  construction  funds  are  found. 
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This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  1 on  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  10.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  transfer  from  available  free  cash  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  Three  thousand  Dollars  ($3,000.00)  for  the  purpose  of  planning  and 
designing  and  supplying  architectural  services  needed  for  an  application 
for  a Federal  Grant  to  build  a new'  Police  Station  under  the  Local 
Public  Works  Capital  Development  and  Investment  Program  (P.L.  94- 
369,  1976)  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  1 1 . To  see  if  the  Tow  n will  vote  to  authorize  the  payment 
during  the  year  1976  of  bills  remaining  unpaid  for  previous  fiscal  years, 
for  goods  and  services  actually  rendered  to  the  Town,  or  take  any  other 
action  with  respect  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  1 from 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  1.  A verbal  report  by  John  H.  Russell  on  repairs  to  skating 
rink  at  Birch  Meadow^  w as  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  1 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 from 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  2.  On  motion  of  Gail  F.  Wood  it  was  voted  that  the  Planning 
Board  be  and  hereby  are  instructed  to  include  a Salaried  Planner  in 
their  1977  budget,  and  present  to  next  Annual  Town  Meeting  an  article 
on  the  Warrant  to  that  effect. 

On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 on  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  12.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  transfer  from  available  free  cash  funds  and  appropriate  the 
sumof  Two  Thousand  Tw'o  Hundred  Eighteen  Dollars  ($2,218.00)  for 
the  purpose  of  funding  the  Town’s  share  of  the  cost  for  the  Expanded 
Nutrition  Project  administered  by  Malden  Action,  Inc.  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Council  on  Aging. 
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ARTICLE  13.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  by  borrowing, 
or  from  the  tax  levy,  or  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  otherwise, 
to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds  previously  appropriated  at  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  under  Article  4,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  a 
concrete  condition  at  the  Reading  Memorial  High  School. 

On  motion  of  Neil  H.  Murray  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

ARTICLE  14.  On  motion  of  Lynn  G.  Stasz  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  acquire  by  deed  of  gift  the  following  described  land  for  Conserva- 
tio  purposes,  under  the  general  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8c,  as  amended, 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  Conservation  Commission 
may  deem  appropriate: 


A certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  northeasterly  part  of  Reading  situated 
on  the  Westerly  side  of  Haverhill  Street  being  a portion  of  lot  4 on  the 
Assessors  Plat  #213,  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeasterly  corner  of  the  granted  premises  on  the 
said  Westerly  side  line  of  Haverhill  Street  and  at  land  of  Margaret  M. 
MacDonald.  From  thence  the  line  runs  Southerly  by  said  Haverhill 
Street  a distance  of  142.  25  feet  to  an  angle  in  said  street: 


Thence  slightly  Southwesterly  by  Street  a distance  of  128.39  feet  to 
another  angle: 

Thence  Westerly  by  the  Northerly  side  of  a Sewer  Easement  granted 
to  the  Town  of  Reading  through  land  retained  by  said  Shirley  R.  Querolo 
a distance  of  193.03  feet  to  an  angle  in  said  Easement: 

Thence  Northwesterly  still  by  said  Easement  a distance  of  164.31 
feet  to  another  angle: 

Thence  turning  slightly  to  the  Left  and  still  by  land  of  said  Easement 
and  by  Querolo  a distance  of  223.75  feet  to  land  of  Joseph  F.  Jr.  and 
Maureen  S.  Gomes  and  the  southwest  corner  of  the  granted  premises: 


Thence  turning  and  running  Northerly  by  land  of  the  said  Gomes’ 
a distance  of  82.50  feet  to  an  angle  in  a ditch  and  thence  by  said  ditch 
and  land  of  Gomes’  a distance  of  93.66  feet  to  land  of  the  said  Margaret 
M.  MacDonald: 
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Thence  still  Northerly  by  the  ditch  and  said  MacDonald  land  a distance 
of  107.06  feet  to  a corner  of  the  ditch: 

Thence  turning  and  running  Easterly  by  said  ditch  a distance  of  222.20 
feet  to  an  angle;  and  thence  a distance  of  221.66  feet  by  said  ditch 
and  wall  to  an  angle  in  said  wall: 

Thence  a distance  of  79.50  feet  by  said  wall  and  still  by  said  MacDonald 
to  the  point  of  beginning  at  said  Haverhill  Street; 

Containing  3.66  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  and  being  more  particularly 
shown  on  a plan  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

162  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 


On  motion  of  Neil  H.  Murray  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  1 from 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Maureen  T.  O’Brien, 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board. 


In  accordance  with  Chapter  40A,  Section  6 of  the  General  Laws,  a 
Public  Hearing  was  held  on  Monday,  October  18,  1976  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
the  Auditorium  of  the  Community  Center  regarding  a proposed  Zoning 
By-Law  which  would  declare  a moratorium  on  the  issuance  of  permits 
for  the  construction  of  apartment  houses  for  a period  of  two  years. 

The  Hearing  was  orderly  and  well  attended  by  approximately  150 
persons.  A petition  with  366  signatures  in  favor  of  the  moratorium  was 
presented  to  the  Planning  Board  at  the  Hearing. 

If  a moratorium  were  enacted  all  apartment  building  in  the  Town 
of  Reading  would  be  halted.  This  would  include  the  proposal  by  the 
Congregational  Church  for  100  units  of  low  income  elderly  housing,  as 
well  as  apartments  with  private  ownership. 


The  moratorium  would  then  deny,  in  effect,  a segment  of  Reading’s 
population,  namely  the  low  and  moderate  income  elderly,  the  opportunity 
to  live  in  decent,  safe  housing  in  the  Town  of  Reading  at  a rent  they 
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could  afford.  The  need  for  such  housing  has  been  clearly  demonstrated 
by  a waiting  list  of  80  applicants  for  low  income  elderly  alone.  This  list 
has  been  compiled  by  the  Reading  Housing  Authority  for  admission 
to  Tannerville.  The  need  for  low  and  moderate  income  elderly  housing 
has  been  identified  by  the  Reading  Growth  and  Development  Policy 
Committee  for  the  Town. 

While  the  Planning  Board  does  agree  with  the  Proponents  of  the 
moratorium  that  there  is  an  increasing  need  for  planning  in  the  Town 
of  Reading,  using  the  method  of  a moratorium  to  gain  that  objective 
would,  in  effect,  cost  the  Town  of  Reading  the  opportunity  to  provide 
input  into  the  decision  making  process  provided  by  the  Comprehensive 
Permit  Procedure  at  the  local  Board  of  Appeals  Hearing. 

If  the  moratorium  were  enacted,  and  accepted  by  the  Attorney  Genral, 
and  the  Local  (Reading)  Board  of  Appeals  denies  the  permit,  the  State 
Housing  Appeals  Committee  could  then  issue  a Comprehensive  Permit 
which  would  override  the  local  Zoning  Ordinance.  Questions  on  such 
issues  as  adequacy  of  drainage,  water,  sewer  environmental  impacts, 
traffic,  land  use,  site  and  building  design  in  relationship  to  surroundings 
would  be  decided  at  the  State  level  by  the  State  Housing  Appeals  Com- 
mittee. 

The  power  to  override  the  local  authority  has  already  been  tested  in 
the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  Board  of  Appeals 
of  Hanover  vs.  the  housing  Appeals  Committee,  363  Mass.  339.  The 
Court  ruled  in  favor  of  the  State  Housing  Appeals  Committee. 

The  Planning  Board  recognizes  the  concerns  of  the  abutters,  but  feels 
the  best  interest  of  the  Town  of  Reading  would  not  be  served  by  the 
moratorium.  Therefore,  the  Board  recommends  that  the  moratorium 
not  be  adopted. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Maureen  T.  O’Brien,  Chairman 
George  V.  Hines,  Secretary 
Curt  E.  Nitzsche 
Joseph  C.  Sturm 
Charles  J.  Keller 


This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 
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On  motion  of  Neil  H.  Murray  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  1 on  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  15.  The  following  motion  was  presented  by  Neil  H.  Murray, 
and  voted  in  the  negative: 


Moved  that  the  Town  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law  by  adopting  a new 
Article  wherein  a moratorium  is  established  on  the  issuance  of  certain 
building  permits  in  accordance  with  the  following  provisions  and 
purpose: 


Section  I - A Moratorium  of  Apartment  Construction 

There  shall  be  declared  in  the  Town  of  Reading  a moratorium  on 
the  issuance  of  permits  for  the  construction  of  apartment  houses.  Said 
moratorium  shall  be  in  effect  until  September  30,  1978. 


Section  II  - Purpose  of  Moratorium 

The  purpose  of  this  moratorium  is  to  provide  the  town  with  time  to 
plan  and  provide  for  the  construction  of  subsidized  low  to  moderate 
income  housing  (as  defined  in  Chapter  774  Acts  of  1969  of  the  General 
Court)  on  the  most  appropriate  land  in  Town,  including  that  already 
zoned  for  apartment  use,  as  the  result  of  pressure  upon  the  town  to 
provide  such  housing  in  the  form  of  apartments,  on  land  zoned  for 
Residence  A use. 


Section  III  - Moratorium  Housing  Commission 

This  ordinance  hereby  authorized  the  creation  of  a Moratorium 
Housing  Commission  for  the  duration  of  the  Moratorium  with  one 
member  appointed  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Planning  Board,  Board 
of  Public  Works,  School  Committee,  Board  of  Assessors,  Board  of 
Health;  two  members  from  the  Reading  Housing  Authority,  and  two 
members-at-large  appointed  by  the  moderator. 


The  Commission  shall  make  recommendations  to  the  Town  and 
prepare  necessary  warrant  articles  for  action  by  the  Town  at  the  next 
annual  Town  Meeting  after  the  adoption  of  this  article.  Thereby  the 
town  may  meet  a minimum  obligation  to  provide  subsidized  low-to- 
moderate  income  housing  consistent  with  the  intent  of  Chapter  774, 
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Acts  of  1969,  in  a manner  which  promotes  the  health,  safety,  convenience, 
morals  and  welfare  of  its  inhabitants. 


5 voted  in  the  affirmative 
84  voted  in  the  negative 
(137  Town  Meeting  members  present) 


ARTICLE  16.  On  motion  of  Duane  B.  Heineck  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  transfer  from  available  free  cash  funds  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  Eight  Thousand  Two  Hundred  Dollars  ($8,200.00)  for  the 
purpose  of  renovating,  repairing  and  modifying  the  filtration  system 
at  the  Municipal  Swimming  Pool  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Recreation  Committee. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  motion  by  Malcolm  E.  Reed  was  voted 
in  the  negative. 


I move  that  the  Town  of  Reading  create  a Council  on  Low  Income 
Housing  the  purpose  of  which  shall  be  to  plan  for  and  to  assist  with  the 
integration  of  the  low  income  housing  inhabitants  into  the  economic, 
educational  and  social  life  of  the  community.  The  Council  shall  report 
to  Town  Meeting  at  least  once  a year  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and 
shall  consist  of  five  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator,  these 
five  members  to  be  chosen  to  obtain  representation  in  the  following 
areas  of  concern  by  virtue  of  their  interest,  training  or  experience: 

1 . The  administration  of  government  welfare  programs 

2.  Social  work 

3.  Youth  Programs 

4.  The  Reading  taxpayers 

5.  A person  living  in  one  of  the  government  subsidized  facilities  in 
Reading 


The  members  of  the  Council  shall  serve  for  a period  of  three  years 
with  initial  selections  being  made  two  for  three  years,  two  for  two  years, 
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and  one  for  one  year  to  maintain  continuity  of  membership.  The  members 
shall  select  a chairperson  from  among  their  own  membership  annually. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  Resolution  presented  by  James  R.  Boucher 
was  accepted  unanimously  by  the  Town  Meeting  body. 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS,  H.  Kingman  Abbott  has  been  a lifelong  resident  of  the 
Town  of  Reading;  and 


WHEREAS,  Mr.  Abbott  has  established  over  the  years  a reputation 
for  professional  competance  of  the  highest  degree;  and 

WHEREAS,  without  Mr.  Abbott’s  generous  assistance  in  survey 
work  and  plan  descriptions,  the  many  acquisitions  of  land  for  Conserva- 
tion purposes  over  the  years  would  not  have  been  possible: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  the  elected  officials,  town  meeting  members, 
citizens  of  Reading  and  Conservation  Commission,  acting  through 
this  Town  Meeting,  do  hereby  express  grateful  appreciation  for  the 
countless  hours  most  generously  dedicated  to  the  Town  by  H.  Kingman 
Abbott,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  these  remarks  be  spread  upon  the 
report  of  this  meeting  and  be  published  in  the  annual  report  for  the 
year  1976. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  Article  2 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  1 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  1 . The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on  Cost 
Reduction  in  1976  was  presented  by  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  have  instituted  several  programs  to  reduce 
costs  that  directly  effect  the  amount  of  local  tax  revenue  needed.  Basically 
these  programs  fall  into  four  categories:  optimum  use  of  Federal  Funds 
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to  replace  the  local  tax  dollar  for  projects  that  must  be  done;  central- 
ization of  services  to  cut  administrative  cost  and  to  avoid  duplication 
of  effort;  centralization  of  purchasing  to  obtain  lower  material  costs  by 
ordering  in  quantity;  preventive  maintenance  to  make  municipal  facilities 
and  equipment  last  longer;  and  preventive  measures  in  human  services 
to  encourage  self-sufficiency  and  responsibility  in  its  citizens  and  reduce 
dependency  on  public  assistance  and  law  enforcement.  Some  of  these 
programs  can  be  measured  in  terms  of  direct  dollar  savings,  while 
others  are  more  difficult  to  determine. 


During  Fiscal  ‘76  the  Selectmen’s  office  obtained  approximately 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  worth  of  Federal  dollars 
and  services  that  were  used  instead  of  municipal  revenue.  These  funds 
were  in  addition  to  those  normally  received  by  the  Town.  In  many 
cases  a multiplier  effect  was  realized  in  cases  where  elimination  of 
outside  contractors  meant  more  services  for  each  dollar  spent.  A good 
example  of  this  was  the  use  of  C.E.T.A.  workers  in  the  revaluation 
of  the  Town.  Fhe  C.E.T.A.  adult  program  gave  the  Town  one  hundred 
twenty-three  thousand  sixty-six  dollars  worth  of  labor.  It  enabled  the 
Town  to  bring  our  personnel  program  for  our  municipal  facilities 
and  renovation  of  municipal  buildings,  clean  our  parks  and  play- 
grounds, restore  school  property,  provide  a central  switchboard  operator 
expedite  the  centralization  of  payroll  processing  and  the  transition 
of  program  accounting  with  data  processing,  provided  help  in  the 
centralization  of  our  inspections  department,  expand  aid  to  our  elderly 
and  young  in  the  human  service  area  and  provide  much  needed  statistical 
information  for  planning  and  labor  negotiations.  Not  only  were  these 
services  provided,  but  the  program  aided  Reading  citizens  who  were 
unemployed  during  a difficult  economic  period  and  prevented  additional 
costs  in  the  area  of  public  assistance. 


Through  the  SPEDY  program  the  town  received  thirty-seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  which  gave  jobs  to  over  one 
hundred  needy  Reading  Young  People.  Of  this  amount  labor  costs  of 
eighty-two  hundred  dollars  was  used  to  clear  trails  and  clean  up  our 
open  sapces,  thirty-one  hundred  dollars  was  spent  restoring  and  repairing 
school  property,  two  thousnd  was  spent  on  the  restoration  of  the  depot 
and  twenty-six  hundred  on  the  cleaning  of  our  parks  and  playgrounds. 

Through  other  Federal  grants  new  equipment  was  purchased  and  old 
equipment  replaced  (ninety-two  hundred  dollars  worth  of  office  equip- 
ment; desks,  chairs,  typewriters,  calculators).  Twelve  thousand  dollars 
was  awarded  towards  the  costs  of  an  $18,000  ambulance.  One  hundred 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  Police  communications  equipment  was  also 
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received  with  more  expected.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  worth  of  paint 
and  materials  was  received  to  restore  depot  and  another  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  for  maintenance  and  equipment  needs  for  the  museum 
at  the  depot. 

In  the  area  of  human  services  eight  thousand  was  received  for  counsel- 
ing, delinguency  and  child  neglect.  Forty-five  hundred  was  received  to 
send  needy  Reading  youngsters  to  cummer  camp,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  to  supply  forty-three  units  of  housing  to  our  elderly 
and  poor  which  inculded  the  cost  of  administering  the  programs.  The 
latter  saved  the  Town  $4,100  in  direct  costs  to  the  Town  for  housing 
through  veterans  services. 

Through  a grant  of  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  the  Town  was  able  to 
obtain  acres  of  badly  needed  recreational  land. 

In  tyring  to  meet  our  municipal  building  space  needs,  we  received  a 
technical  assistance  grant  through  L.E.A.  worth  forty-five  hundred 
dollars  for  planning  studies  in  our  police  operations. 

Aside  from  these  Federal  funds  which  the  Selectmen’s  office  anticipates 
will  double  in  Fiscal  ‘77,  other  measures  of  savings  have  been  instituted. 

Centralization  of  the  municipal  building  maintenance  has  resulted 
in  a more  efficient  pooling  of  manpower  resulting  in  more  work  accom- 
plished. This  has  enabled  us  to  accelerate  our  renovation  and  preventive 
maintenance  programs.  Central  purchasing  has  resulted  in  about  a 10% 
savings  over  our  1973  costs. 

Heating  systems  in  all  nine  municipal  buildings  have  been  renovated 
and  altered  to  economize  fuel.  Insulation  points  tightened  and  other 
measures  such  as  the  lowering  of  ceilings  has  saved  in  fuel  costs.  These 
measures  have  cut  the  number  of  gallons  burned  per  hour  in  the  Com- 
munity Center  alone  by  ten  gallons  per  hour. 

The  Selectmen  and  the  Law  Committee  have  sought  to  cut  legal 
expenses  by  channeling  legal  problems  and  thereby  make  more  effective 
use  of  Town  Counsel’s  time.  The  Selectmen’s  office  has  taken  over  the 
preparation  of  the  warrants  and  motions  for  Town  Meeting,  which  in 
the  prior  year  accounted  for  many  hours  of  Town  Counsel’s  time. 

By  redirecting  its  clerical  help,  the  Selectmen  have  provided  clerical 
services  to  those  Boards  and  Committees  who  do  not  have  clerical 
help  and  often  had  to  go  outside  for  stenographic  help.  The  Board  of 
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Selectmen  also  initiated  the  transfer  of  the  Forestry  Department  to  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  where  again  cost  savings  could  be  realized 
through  centralization. 

A redirection  of  the  administration  of  the  handling  of  our  Memorial 
Day  observances  resulted  in  cost  savings  of  $1 ,500  during  fiscal  ‘76. 

Many  of  the  programs  instituted  during  the  past  year  are  difficult 
to  assess  in  dollars  as  they  were  aimed  at  increased  productivity,  where 
more  service  is  provided  for  the  tax  dollar.  Many  are  in  the  process  of 
implementation  and  the  final  results  are  yet  to  be  seen.  In  more  than  a 
few  cases  any  savings  has  been  wiped  out  by  inflationary  rises  in  the 
economy.  A good  example  of  this  is  our  centralized  telephone  system. 
When  instituted  a cost  savings  of  about  three  hundred  dollars  per 
month  was  projected.  Since  then  there  has  been  a 23%  rise  in  rate 
increases.  In  spite  of  this,  a continuing  effort  is  being  is  made  to  try 
to  offset  the  inflationary  factors  in  all  areas  and  to  produce  more  for 
less. 

From  Special  Town  Meeting,  March  22, 1976: 

“Article  2.  On  motion  of  Douglass  L.  Barker  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  compile  a summary  of  the  cost 
reduction  programs  instituted  by  Town  Boards  and  Committee  during 
the  Fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  instituted  by  Town  Boards  and  Committees 

“Article  2.  On  motion  of  Douglass  L.  Barker  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  compile  a summary  of  the  cost 
reduction  programs  instituted  by  Town  Boards  and  Committees  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1976  and  to  deliver  a report  to  the  sub- 
sequent Town  Meeting  in  the  fall  of  1976. 

The  report  should  describe  the  titles  of  major  protects,  the  dollar 
savings  on  an  annual  basis,  and  the  Board  or  Committee  responsible 
for  instituting  the  savings  program.” 


Planning  Board 

The  Planning  Board  by  the  level  of  its  budget  would  appear  to  have 
been  maintaining  a cost  reduction  policy  over  the  past  several  years.  In 
one  respect  this  is  so.  Regardless  of  whether  the  cost  was  above  $1,000 
or  not,  the  Board  has  sought  price  comparative  bids  on  projects  such 
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as  printing  of  the  By-Laws  and  the  redrawing  of  the  Zoning  Map.  How- 
ever, over  the  years  the  level  of  planning  accomplished  with  this  level  of 
budgeting  has  been  minimal  and  it  is  questionable  as  to  how  cost  effective 
such  planning  has  been  from  the  viewpoint  of  a total  comprehensive 
planning  effort  for  the  Town  of  Reading. 

Board  of  Assessors 


Our  major  contribution  to  the  Cost  Reduction  Program  was  the 
completion  of  a Town  wide  court  ordered  revaluation  to  full  and  fair 
cash  value  of  all  parcels  under  this  jurisdiction.  Estimated  cost  to 
have  this  undertaking  completed  by  an  outside  contractor  would  be 
$140,000.  or  more.  Cost  to  the  town  for  the  total  job  was  $9,698.  Total 
savings  - $30,000.  ± 


Revaluation  Cost:  Ruth  Barrett  $3,335. 

Mr.  Moberger  2,450. 

Auto  Hire  717. 

Arlington  Trust  3,196. 

Total  $9,698. 


Board  of  Public  Works 

In  response  to  Mr.  Barker’s  motion  under  Article  2 instructing  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  compile  a sum  of  cost  reductions  by  Town  Boards 
and  Committees  in  the  fiscal  year  1976,  the  following  is  submitted  for 
your  consideration: 

1 . A 15  foot  Gain  type  mower  was  purchased  which  reduced  the  man- 
power needed  to  mow  the  parks  and  playgrounds  at  an  approximate 
saving  of  $6,000.  per  year. 

2.  A seeding  machine  was  purchased  for  the  Park  Department  which 
reduces  the  man  power  necessary  to  reseed  the  parks  and  playgrounds. 

3.  The  Public  Works  Department  took  over  the  supervision  of  the 
Forestry  Department  which  resulted  in  a reduction  in  heating  costs 
at  the  Haverhill  Street  location  in  the  amount  of  $1,000.  Also  other 
savings  were  achieved  in  clerical  and  telephone  services. 
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4.  The  operation  of  the  recycling  center  has  resulted  in  a saving  to 
the  Town  both  in  dollars  and  extended  life  of  the  sanitary  land  fill. 


5.  The  Board  of  Public  Works  introduced  a four  day  collection  program 
which  resulted  in  overtime  savings  for  eleven  paid  holidays  or  $10,000 
per  year. 

Reading  Municipal  Light  Board 


1 . Personnel 

a.  Employees  at  12/31/75  - 69 

b.  Employees  at  10/12/76  - 64 

This  personnel  reduction  was  carried  out  through  attrition  and 
without  laying  off  anyone. 

2.  Vehicles 

1975  -27 
1976-26 

During  1976  we  have  not  purchased  any  new  vehicles  but  have 
used  our  existing  garage  personnel  to  refurbish  a number  of  units 
including  out  bucket  truck.  We  expect  to  stretch  the  life  of  each 
vehicle  by  several  years  in  this  fashion. 

3.  Customer  Count 

12/31/75  - 19,028 
12/31/76-  19,325  (estimate) 


4.  Demand  & Energy 

1976  Growth  to  end  of  August,  KWH  Sales  were  8.6%  over  1975 
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Board  of  Health 


C/i 

C 

O 


8 

<u 

e 

8 

<L> 

£ 

<D 

E 

<U 

£ 

o 

a 

C/5 

8 

(/) 

c3 

C/5 

03 

to 

U CJ 

C C 

|5 

^ oo 


SC 


On  ■ 

1 

IT) 

O 

•O  o 

o 

1 

r- 

V/~> 

vO 

OO 

VO 

o 

O O 


88  8 888  8 88 


u. 

03 

vO 

r~ 

3 8 

o 

u-i 

888 

o 

r- 

QJ 

> 

Ov 

r-  On 

<N 

<N 

o r-'  cn 
in  rn 

<N 

ri 

O oo 
m <n 


• oo 
P r- 


On) 

oo  r-  — < 
^ 

4 (N  o 

»r>  (N  m 


o o 


i n 
r- 

As 

O O 

o o 

8 

888 

o 

o 

88 

La 

« 

rr  o 

Ov 

d 

IT) 

888 

o 

r~~ 

38 

> 

Wv 

rf  «/~> 

VO 

m h m 

(N 

Ov  © 

<N 

r-~  rn  r-~ 

<N 

oo  vd 
(N  (N 

£ 

.5 

u 

Q. 

O 

i_ 

a. 

CL 

< 


<L>  C 
u-  on  o 
O C .5 
-•->  <U  w 

&W  g 

£ <J 


S eg  d 

«-!  « P CO 


w ^ £ 

c ><  2 
a>  W < 


1/5  u 


s 

c O 
.2  ^ 
5 2 

c 3 


< 3 •£ 

I'S  fazis  8“ 


PJ 


64-1 


a)  Buying  material  in  advance  to  save  costs  of  projected  raises 
(Fluoride  - $500  Pesticides  - $500) 


Conservation  Commission 


The  following  information  is  a budget  review  summary  for  the  FY  - 
1976  and  FY-  1977  of  the  Conservation  Commission. 

Contrasting  the  salary  and  general  expense  items  of  FY-75  and  FY-76 
reflects  an  increase  of  14%  from  $12,131.00  to  $13,845.00.  This  increase 
results  from  additional  clerical  assistance  needed  for  the  increased 
number  of  Wetland  Hearings  as  required  by  Chapter  131,  Section  40, 
as  amended,  additional  secretarial  services  for  administrative  assistance 
and  a general  increase  in  office  expenses.  One  thousand  dollars  ($1 ,000.00) 
was  allocated  for  the  publishing  of  the  Conservation  Plan  in  FY-76. 

During  FY-76  and  FY-77  expenses  for  land  management  were  kept  to 
a minimum  with  the  assistance  of  a student  intern,  the  Neighborhood 
Youth  Corp.,  Boy  Scouts,  and  interested  citizens  under  the  direction  of 
an  enthusiastic  assistant  who  accomplished  much  of  this  on  weekends 
and  after  office  hours. 

As  a result  of  the  assistant’s  experience  with  maps,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  a student  intern  (winter  semester  and  work-study  program 
for  the  summer)  the  Commission  has  obtained  an  inventory  of  open 
space  for  the  Town  of  Reading  and  a set  of  seven  maps  including  topo- 
graphy, drainage,  conservation  lands,  wetland  and  Flood  Plain  zoning, 
land  use,  and  open  space  for  use  in  the  Conservation  Plan. 

A similar  endeavor,  if  performed  by  paid  consultants,  would  have 
been  exceedingly  costly  and  beyond  the  budget  of  the  Commission. 

Wetland  Hearing  expenses  - $3,000.00,  has  remained  at  the  same  level 
for  FY-75,  76  and  77.  Technical  expertise  (engineering  hydrology)  of 
members  and  associate  members  of  the  Commission  needed  for  wetland 
hearings  has  kept  this  expense  from  increasing. 

A review  of  Salaries  and  Expense  for  FY-77  reflects  an  11%  decrease 
($13,845.00  to  $12,350.00). 

Clerical  assistance  for  Wetland  Hearings  was  replaced  by  recorded 
transcripts.  The  weekly  hours  of  the  part-time  secretarial  help  were 
reduced.  This  reduction  necessitated  additional  voluntary  hours  from 
Commission  members  and  the  assumption  of  administrative  duties  by 
the  assistant.  The  Expense  budget  was  also  reduced;  thus  necessitating 
the  postponement  of  some  land  management  and  educational  programs. 

Land  Acquisition  from  FY-75  to  FY-76  reflects  a decrease  of  93%. 
Land  acquisition  for  FY-76  to  FY-77  represents  a 100%  reduction. 
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The  Reading  Public  Library 

The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  submits  the  following  report  on  Cost 
Savings  Programs. 

1.  August  1975.  Through  cooperation  of  Municipal  Light  Department, 
the  library  combined  its  air-conditioning  and  general  electric  accounts 
to  reduce  the  average  demand  charge. 

Annual  Savings  — approximately  $1,000. 

2.  Security  System  installed  August,  1974.  Inventories  indicate  losses 
have  been  reduced  from  10%  or  12%  of  acquisitions  to  approximately 
2%  of  acquisitions. 


Annual  Savings  - $3,000.  - 4,000. 

3.  We  continue  to  purchase  as  many  library  supplies  as  possible  from 
the  Regional  Cooperative. 


Annual  Savings  --  approximately  $500 

Numerous  administrative  procedures  inaugurated  during  the  past  few 
years  are  still  in  practice,  and  new  ones  are  adopted  wherever  possible 
in  order  to  help  maintain  a stable  budget. 

School  Committee 

Following  are  four  (4)  cost  reduction  programs  which  have  been  review- 
ed and  approved  by  the  School  Committee: 

Savings  on  Printing 
Active  Seeking  of  Federal  Grants 
Energy  Conservation 
School  Lunch  Program 

Savings  on  Printing  - Savings  have  been  effected  by  the  development 
of  an  inhouse  capability  to  carry  out  some  of  the  regular  printing/publica- 
tion tasks.  This  has  become  possible  because  of  the  acquisition  of  a 
photo  offset  press  plus  the  arranging  of  manpower  through  the  production 
printing  class  at  R.M.H.S. 

About  $1,000  in  anticipated  expenses  were  saved  by  doing  Junior 
High  handbooks,  production  of  Chalkboard,  and  printing  of  business 
forms  in  our  printshop. 
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Active  Seeking  of  Federal  Grants  - A series  of  needs  in  the  school 
system  have  been  addressed  by  funds  brought  in  by  our  active  grant- 
writing efforts. 


Part  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  our  obligation  to  tutor  Vietnamese 
Nationals  who  reside  in  Reading  was  met  by  a small  grant  totaling 
$2,700  from  the  Federal  Government. 

In  our  Special  Needs  Program  (Ch.  766)  the  services  of  a psychologist, 
an  extensive  in-service  program  for  teachers,  and  some  staff  develop- 
ment for  Spec.  Ed.  people  was  financed  by  a $24,000 
competitive  grant  awarded  to  our  Pupil  Services  Dept. 

An  additional  $3,000  was  given  our  Title  I program  because  we 
submitted  a separate  proposal  for  using  funds  not  expended  by  other 
communities. 


Our  Reading  in  Reading  special  library  project  at  Eaton  and  Pearl 
brought  $5,000  worth  of  books  and  non-print  materials  to  the  town 
under  a special  award  grant  from  the  State  Bureau  of  Library  Extension. 

Our  High  School  FOCUS  program  is  partially  funded  by  a Federal 
demonstration  grant  under  Title  IV.  About  $30,000  will  come  to  Reading 
in  1967-77. 


One  other  project  written  last  year  has  been  funded  for  this  year 
and  will  give  us  $5,600  worth  of  therapeutic  services  to  children  admin- 
istered by  our  Pupil  Services  Dept. 

We,  of  course,  receive  other  Federal  and  State  monies  each  year  by 
virtue  of  our  regular  grant  writing  efforts  (library  money,  regular  Title 
I,  adult  education,  practical  arts). 


Energy  Conservation  - The  Reading  School  Department  in  1974 
inititated  a program  to  conserve  and  reduce  the  cost  of  energy  in  the 
various  schools.  The  problem  involved  adjusting  the  temperatures  of  all 
school  buildings  to  68°  while  in  use  and  reduced  to  60°  during  non-use 
periods.  Boilers  are  shut  down  during  weekends,  when  possible,  during 
the  late  fall  and  early  spring.  A close  monitoring  system  of  controls  by 
the  custodial  staff  allows  for  immediate  correction  of  any  deviation  or 
mal-function. 


64-o 


As  a result  of  this  effort,  our  records  show  the  following: 


Cost 

1974-5 

1975-6 

Reduction 

Heating  Oil 

192375.66 

156356.28 

36,019.38  18.7% 

Electricity 

110729.36 

105982.14 

4,747.22  4.29% 

School  Lunch  Program  - As  a result  of  converting  the  Highland  School 
to  a Satelite  Program  (Central  Kitchen)  from  on-site  preparation  program, 
our  records  show  a net  reduction  of  cafeteria  salary  requirements  for 
Highland  School  as  follows: 

1974-5 

1975-6 

Reduction 

Salaries  & 
Benefits 

8,882 

2,501 

$6,381 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  Article  1 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting 
stand  adjourned,  sine  die,  at  12:02  A.M.,  November  9,  1976. 


162  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 
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PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  ELECTION 


March  2,  1976 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a Pres- 
idential Primary  was  held  at  the  time  and  places  specified  in  the  Warrant, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Wardens  in  the  precincts  as  follows: 


Precinct  1 J.  Warren  Killam  School 
Precinct  2 Pearl  Street  School 
Precinct  3 Quannapowitt  Playhouse 
Precinct  4 Joshua  Eaton  School 
Precinct  5 Community  Center 
Precinct  6 Alice  M.  Barrows  School 
Precinct  7 Highland  School 
Precinct  8 Memorial  High  School 


Pearl  E.  Malphrus 
Russell  H.  Stone,  Jr. 
Joseph  P.  Riemer 
John  H.  Crooker 
Edward  P.  Cameron 
Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr. 
John  F.  Cronin 
C.  Dewey  Smith 


who  then  partially  read  the  Warrant,  when  on  motion  of  John  J.  Andre- 
ola,  Precinct  1;  Barbara  D.  Winkler,  Precinct  2;  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr., 
Precinct  3;  Leon  A.  LaFreniere,  Precinct  4;  Ann  Cusato,  Precinct  5; 
Eva  C.  Swift,  Precinct  6;  Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr.,  Precinct  7;  Eunice  F. 
Foley,  Precinct  8,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the  further  reading  of 
the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was  then  read  by  the 
Wardens  in  charge. 

The  ballot  boxes  were  examined  by  the  Wardens  in  charge  and  each 
found  to  be  empty  and  all  registered  000. 

The  polls  were  then  declared  open  at  8:00  A. M.  and  were  closed  at 
8:00  P.M.  with  the  following  result: 


2,857  Democratic  Votes 
1,754  Republican  Votes 
1 American  Vote 

for  a total  of  4,612  votes  as  follows: 
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PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE  - Democratic 
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Ronald  W.  Reagan  71  45  41  79  58  71  81  75  521 

Gerald  R.  Ford  133  115  84  187  113  153  185  128  1098 

No  Preference  10  3 5 10  14  12  6 13  73 
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REPUBLICAN  TOWN  COMMITTEE 
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The  votes  were  declared  in  open  town  meeting,  sealed  in  ballot  envelopes 
and  transmitted  to  the  Town  Clerk  to  be  placed  in  the  vault  for  safe 
keeping. 

Voted  to  adjourn,  1 1 :30  P.M.,  March  2,  1976. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 

Wednesday,  March  3,  1976 

Attested  copies  of  the  election  results  were  this  day  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence 

Lawrence  Drew 
Town  Clerk 
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Special  Town  Meeting 
March  22, 1976 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C. 
Latham,  at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Richard  M.  Woodman  of 
the  Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
to  the  Flag. 

The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  Town  Clerk,  when  on  motion  of 
Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  reading  of 
the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was  then  read  by  the 
Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis, 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee: 

REPORT  OF  PROGRESS  UNDER  ARTICLE  I BY 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

I would  like  to  explain  the  source  of  funds  recommended  for  the 
Articles  proposed  this  evening. 

(1)  ARTICLE  3:  $60,414  for  settlement  of  firefighters’  salaries. 

Proposed  to  transfer  it  from  the  $92,489.07  un- 
encumbered funds  in  the  1974-75  insurance  ap- 
propriation, 

(2)  ARTICLE  4:  $26,000  requested  for  Higgins  property. 

To  be  funded  by  anticipated  federal  or  state  grant. 


(3)  ARTICLE  5:  $550  for  Planning  Board. 

To  be  transferred  from  available  free  cash. 

(4)  ARTICLE  6:  $35,996.27  requested  to  rebuild  bath  house. 

Proposed:  to  transfer  $32,075.07  from  unencumbered 
funds  in  the  1974-75  insurance  appropriation,  and 
to  transfer  $3,921.20  from  available  free  cash. 

I would  also  like  to  report  the  state  of  the  Town’s  finances  at  the 
present. 
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(1)  Federal  Revenue  Sharing:  expected  by  July  1 $200,000.00 

(appropriated  $253,693  to 
Fire  & Police  salaries  in  last  year’s 
Annual  Town  Meeting) 

(2)  Free  Cash  Figure:  Now  $236,601.35 

(amount  proposed  as  transfer  in 
present  Town  Meeting)  -$  4,471.20 

Total  after  this  Town 
Meeting  $232,130.15 

(3)  Finance  Committee  Reserve  Fund: 

Reserve  Fund 
7/1/75  -6/30/76 


7/1 

Original  Total 

$175,000.00 

7/1 

Repair  of  boiler  Town  Hall 

$2,500.00 

172,500.00 

9/9 

School  Construction  Acct. 
Arbitration  with  Frasca 

2,000.00 

170,500.00 

9/9 

Town  Hall  Boiler 
Town  Clerk’s  radiators 

3,875.00 

166,625.00 

9/18 

Selectmen’s  clerical  salary  - 

Switchboard  operator  10/1-1 1/30/75 

1,246.50 

165,378.50 

9/18 

Building  Inspector  clerical  salary 
1/1-6/30/76 

3,453.06 

161,925.44 

9/18 

Town  Accountant’s  clerical  salary 
1/1-6/30/76 

3,453.06 

158,472.38 

9/18 

Personnel  Bd.  Administrative  Ass’t 
salary  1/1-6/30/76 

4,602.00 

153,870.38 

9/18 

Building  Maintenance  Police 
Custodian  salary  10/1-1 1/30/75 

1,000.00 

152,870.38 

9/25 

Accounting  Machine  - 3-year  lease 
Printing  costs  & supplies 

4,000.00 

148,870.38 

10/14 

School  Accounting  Machine 
(add  to  $6,000.  budgeted) 

3,420.00 

145,450.38 

11/14 

Building  Maintenance  - moving  Treas, 

Acc’t.,  Cemetery  Dept. 

1,970.00 

143,480.38 

1/13 

Board  of  Health  - Salaries  Acct. 
(Polychrones’  vacation) 

93.75 

143,386.63 

1/13 

Board  of  Health  - Fluoridation  Acct. 

2,060.00 

141,326.63 

2/17 

Selectmen  - Xerox  Expense  - Balance 
ofFy ‘76 

3,000.00 

138,326.63 

2/17 

Selectmen  - Police  salaries 

25,000.00 

113,326.63 

2/17 

Law  Committee  - labor  negotiations 

4,500.00 

108,826.63 
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2/28  Recreation  Committee  - prepare 

design  and  bid  for  bath  house  3,000.00  105,826.63 

3/4  Charter  Commission  - “Final”  expenses  225.00  105,601 .63 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Barry  J.  Mitchel, 
Chairman  of  the  Site  Selection  and  Police  Station  Building  Study 
Committee: 

REPORT  OF  THE  SITE  SELECTION  AND  POLICE  STATION 
BUILDING  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

Introduction 

The  Site  Selection  and  Police  Station  Building  Study  Committee  was 
established  by  Town  Meeting,  under  Article  2,  on  November  10,  1975. 
The  Committee  was  instructed  to  study  the  need  for  a new  police  station 
as  proposed  by  the  Selectmen,  to  investigate  the  cost  and  means  of 
funding,  and  to  study  the  alternative  of  remodeling  the  existing  building. 

Prior  to  that  time,  the  Selectmen  and  Executive  Secretary  had  initiated 
a Federal  Grant  Application,  obtained  consultation  from  the  Law 
Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  (LEAA),  and  engaged  an  archi- 
tect/planner under  the  Comprehensive  Employment  and  Training  Act 
(CETA)  funding.  Receipt  of  the  grant  seemed  imminent,  and  several 
sites  were  being  actively  considered. 

Since  its  inception,  this  committee  has  met  twenty  times,  and  has 
intrepreted  its  purposes  as  twofold: 

1.  To  assist  the  Selectmen  in  pursuing  their  original  course  of  action, 
as  well  as  all  alternatives. 

2.  To  insure  that  Town  Meeting  is  represented  at  all  stages  of  the 
decision-making  process. 

The  Site  Selection  and  Police  Station  Building  Study  Committee 
presents  this  report  of  its  findings  and  recommendations  to  Town  Meeting. 
The  report  focuses  on  matters  which  have  been  brought  into  prominence 
by  the  possibility  of  Federal  Funding.  Although  the  urgency  of  the 
police  station  planning  effort  has  been  reduced  momentarily,  by  lack 
of  available  funds,  a second  application  for  federal  funding  has  been 
initiated,  and  the  information  obtained  during  this  study  should  remain 
pertinent.  If  such  funding  fails,  or  no  site  acceptable  to  Town  Meeting 
is  found  at  this  time,  the  Committee  still  feels  that  the  need  for  improved 
police  facilities  warrants  continuing  consideration. 
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This  report  is  organized  into  four  main  topics.  Section  I defines 
the  problem  with  the  present  station,  as  applied  to  police  service,  and 
points  out  specific  areas  which  are  most  in  need  of  improvement.  Section 
II  examines  the  feasibility  of  renovation  and  expansion  of  the  existing 
building  for  police  use,  Section  III  summarizes  our  search  for  the 
elusive  ideal  building  site,  and  Section  IV  explores  potential  sources  of 
necessary  funding. 


Summary 

The  existing  police  station  is  inadequate  for  present,  as  well  as  future, 
service  to  this  community.  Both  the  functional  arrangement  of  work 
spaces  and  the  proportioning  of  space  to  the  various  functions  are 
outdated.  As  a result,  work  efficiency  is  reduced,  and  security,  privacy 
and  confidentiality  are  compromised. 

Renovation,  with  or  without  expansion,  is  not  a feasible  solution  to 
these  problems.  In  reaching  this  judgment,  rearrangements  of  existing 
space  and  both  horizontal  and  vertical  expansion  schemes  have  been 
explored.  Alteration  of  the  existing  load-bearing  masonry  walls  would 
be  prohibitively  expensive.  Expansion  would  require  purchase  of  an 
adjoining  private  property  and  razing  of  dwellings. 

The  Present  site  is  not  well  suited  for  construction  of  a new  modern 
facility,  since  this  would  require  even  more  demolition  and  additional 
property  than  would  expansion.  The  existing  structure  can  give  excellent 
service  to  the  Town  in  other  capacities,  such  as  providing  sorely  needed 
office  and  storage  space. 

The  Committee  recommends  two  sites  for  construction  of  a new 
station,  if  federal  funding  is  received.  The  first  of  these,  Reading  Supply 
Company  located  on  North  Main  Street,  though  preferred  on  the 
basis  of  location,  is  contingent  on  a favorable  purchase  and  sale  agree- 
ment with  the  owner.  The  second  is  a Town-owned  parcel  located  on 
John  Street,  currently  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works. 


SECTION  1 

THE  NEED  FOR  IMPROVED  POLICE  FACILITIES 

The  Committee  confirmed  the  need  for  new  or  improved  facilities 
by  visits  to  the  present  station,  interviews  with  the  Chief  and  his  staff, 
and  a study  of  current  requirements  for  police  functions  and  security. 
The  following  are  the  major  factors  leading  to  our  unanimous  opinion 
that  substantial  improvements  are  needed. 
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The  most  apparent  fault  is  lack  of  space.  Most  rooms  are  serving 
dual  purposes,  which  compromise  confidentiality,  security  of  evidence 
and  prisoners,  and  courtesy  to  the  public.  For  example,  evidence  is  stored 
in  locker  rooms,  photographing  of  persons  in  custody  is  done  in  the 
detectives’  office,  and  conferences  are  held  in  the  women’s  cells,  when 
vacant.  No  classrooms  or  briefing  rooms  are  available.  The  lieutenants 
and  sergeants  have  no  office  space,  the  detectives  too  little,  and  there  is 
no  quiet  area  for  report  writing.  Outside,  the  parking  lot  is  too  small 
to  accomodate  a change  of  shifts. 

The  1930  design  is  not  balanced  in  space  allocation  for  the  present 
or  future  police  needs.  Too  much  space  is  devoted  to  detention  at  a 
time  when  swift  bail  or  transfer  to  another  facility  is  the  rule,  and  the 
present  detention  facility  fails  to  meet  Government  requirements.  The 
arrangement  of  rooms  and  passageways  fails  to  isolate  the  major  police 
station  activities,  such  as  coordination  of  mobile  units,  prisoner  process- 
ing and  detention,  and  service  to  the  public.  For  example,  a citizen  who 
wishes  to  see  the  Chief  or  Clerk  must  pass  through  the  dispatch  area 
adjacent  to  the  men’s  cells,  and  can  overhear  whatever  may  be  said  in 
either  place. 

Reading’s  police  force  has  grown  with  the  Town,  and  this  trend 
will  continue.  A growth  by  1/3  over  the  next  20  years  is  projected. 
Thus,  space  and  functional  shortages  of  the  present  station  will  become 
more  acute  as  time  passes. 


SECTION  II 

MODIFICATION  OF  EXISTING  BUILDING 

Two  renovation/expansion  schemes  were  considered  for  adapting  the 
present  station  to  better  serve  police  and  public  needs.  Each  plan  required 
some  modification  of  the  space  arrangement  within  the  existing  structure, 
partly  to  correct  faults  discussed  in  Section  I,  partly  to  interface  with 
the  addition,  and  partly  to  comply  with  State  regulations  for  access  by 
handicapped  persons  and  detention  of  juveniles. 

Both  plans  were  developed  by  Committee  members  and  estimated  by 
the  Planning  Staff  architect.  Due  to  time  and  funding  limits,  no  outside 
estimate  or  bid  could  be  obtained  during  this  study.  Consequently  these 
plans  are  presented  only  as  examples  of  what  can  be  done  with  moving 
to  a new  site.  Any  further  study  of  renovation  depends  on  direction 
by  Town  Meeting. 

Police  experience  with  the  present  station  has  shown  that  there  are 
certain  faults  which  should  be  corrected  as  a first  step  in  any  renovation 
scheme.  The  following  changes  were  considered  to  be  essential: 
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1 . Unification  of  prisoner  entry,  booking,  and  confinement. 

2.  Consolidation  of  public  entry,  business  area,  rest  rooms,  and 
other  public  access  areas. 

3.  Privacy  of  dispatch/communications  area. 

4.  Reduced  vulnerability  of  dispatcher  to  surprise  entry. 

5.  Ease  of  access  by  handicapped  and  elderly  persons. 

RENOVATION  AND  VERTICAL  EXPANSION 

The  load-bearing  masonry  walls  of  the  present  station  are  capable 
of  supporting  another  floor.  The  new  roof  line  would  remain  below 
those  of  adjacent  buildings,  and  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  acquire 
any  abutting  property. 

In  this  plan,  about  half  of  the  new  space  is  devoted  to  enlarged  facilities 
for  functions  which  are  displaced  by  the  renovation,  namely: 

. Consolidated  evidence  storage  rooms. 

. Detectives’  office 

. Staff  locker  rooms. 

The  remaining  space  is  devoted  to  functions  for  which  no  provision 
now  exists: 

Interview  area 

. Classroom/briefing  room. 

. Lieutenants’  office. 

. Report  writing  room. 

. Evidence  processing  room. 

The  planned  new  floor  increases  the  total  floor  space  from  5400  to 
8100  square  feet.  Since  this  falls  about  2000  short  of  that  proposed  for 
a new  building,  certain  desirable  improvements  had  to  be  left  out, 
including  a sergeants’  office,  additional  garage  space,  and  a secure 
prisoner  entry  bay.  The  present  combined  staff  and  prisoner  entrance 
is  retained.  This  scheme  also  retains  the  present  inadequate  staff  parking 
lot,  and  still  requires  private  citizens  to  find  off-site  parking. 

The  cost  of  this  scheme,  exclusive  of  land  and  buildings,  has  been 
estimated  at  $680,904.00.  Details  of  this  estimate  are  included  in  the 
appendix. 
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RENOVATION  AND  HORIZONTAL  EXPANSION 


Extension  of  the  two  existing  floors  is  feasible  only  toward  the  rear, 
into  the  present  parking  lot.  A single  abutting  property  would  have 
to  be  acquired  to  obtain  room  for  parking  spaces  displaced  by  the  addition. 

In  this  plan,  renovation  of  the  lower  floor  converts  the  present 
three-stall  garage  to  detention  cells  and  passageway.  Consequently, 
the  new  area  is  devoted  to  the  displaced  garage  and  a secure  prisoner 
entry  bay.  The  bay  is  adjacent  to  the  booking  and  detention  areas, 
freeing  the  side  entrance  and  stairway  for  staff  use  only. 

The  main  floor  extension  provides  room  for  lieutenants’  and  sergeants’ 
offices,  a flexible  area  for  use  by  the  detectives,  and  evidence  storage  and 
processing  rooms.  The  resulting  single-floor  arrangement  of  all  staff 
officers  allows  more  effective  communication  and  coordination  of 
activities. 

This  expansion  plan  adds  2400  square  feet  on  each  level,  and  increases 
the  total  area  from  the  present  5400  to  10,200,  which  is  comparable  to 
the  proposed  new  building.  The  cost  of  this  scheme,  exclusive  of  existing 
land  and  building  and  not  including  acquisition  of  abutting  property, 
has  been  estimated  at  $1 ,416,885.00. 

Details  of  this  estimate  are  included  in  the  appendix. 

COMPARISON  WITH  PROPOSED  NEW  BUILDING 

The  above  estimates  of  cost  and  space  allocation  do  not  compare 
favorably  with  what  could  be  obtained  through  new  construction. 

The  Planning  Staff  made  available  to  the  Committee  its  preliminary 
layouts  of  land  and  building  for  two  candidate  sites.  These  two  plans, 
through  quite  different  due  to  site  and  access  peculiarities,  are  both 
single-floor  slab  structures  with  about  10,000  square  feet  of  floor  area. 
Details  of  the  allocation  of  interior  and  exterior  space  are  given  in  the 
appendix.  The  construction  cost  of  either  building,  exclusive  of  site 
acquisition  and  preparation,  is  estimated  at  $490,000.00. 

Although  these  estimates  are  subject  to  final  site  and  plan  variations, 
the  Committee  is  convinced  that  new  construction  is  the  preferable 
course  for  improvement  of  Reading’s  police  facilities. 

SECTION  III 
SITE  SELECTION 

The  Committee  compiled  a list  of  19  potential  sites  for  a new  police 
station,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Planning  Office  and  the  Land  Bank 
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Committee.  These  sites  are  identified  by  the  numbers  outlined  below, 
and  are  shown  in  the  appendix.  Of  these,  ten  were  eliminated  early 
because  of  definite  problems  with  access,  remoteness  from  Reading 
Center,  site  size,  conflict  with  planned  future  uses,  or  cost  of  acquisition 
or  preparation: 

1 . Plat  47,  Lot  5 - Behind  91  Arcadia  Avenue. 

2.  Plat  68,  Lots  7 and  8 - Back  of  Norman  Road. 

3.  Plat  79,  Lots  1 14-120,  133-143  - Both  sides  of  Torre  Street. 

4.  Plat  154,  4,  7,  21 , 24-29  - Colburn  and  Dunbar  Roads. 

5.  Plat  207,  Lots  3 and  4 - Dividence  Road. 

6.  Former  Nike  Site  on  Bear  Hill. 

7.  Plat  66,  Lot  51  - Pleasant  Street,  next  to  Little  League  Field. 

8.  Plat  53,  Lots  25,  26,  35  - Main  and  Ash  Streets  (Christiansen’s). 

9.  Plat  63,  Lots  8-10  and  52  - Woburn  and  Chute  Streets. 

10.  Plat  122,  Lot  37  - Birchmeadow  Drive,  Henzie  Street  (Higgins). 

Of  the  remaining  9 sites  explored  in  depth,  the  following  7,  although 
having  positive  features,  were  not  recommended  for  the  reasons  listed: 

11.  Plat  123,  Lots  16-32,34,48-55,58-62  - Between  Oakland  and 
Grandview  Roads. 

a.  High  costs  of  construction  on  ledge  rock  and  uneven  terrain. 

b.  Access  problems,  remote  from  public  transportation. 

c.  Impact  on  residential/recreational/educational  area. 

12.  Plat  123,  Lots  103-1 10,  part  of  128-133  - Waverly  Road. 

a.  Uneven  topography,  steep  hill,  swamp  areas. 

b.  Periodic  congestion  of  traffic  and  parking  on  Oakland  Road 
and  Birch  Meadow  Drive. 

c.  Impact  on  residential/recreational/educational  area. 

13.  Plat  62,  Lots  1,6-1 1,7a  - Vine  Street  behind  Parker  Jr.  High. 

a.  High  cost  of  site  preparation  and  drainage. 

b.  Uncertainty  of  access  permission  across  B & M/MBTA  tracks. 

14.  Plat  171,  Lot  170,  Lots  1 and  2 - Former  Nike  Site  off  Haverhill 
Street. 

a.  Remoteness  from  Center,  poor  visibility  to  public. 

b.  No  public  transportation  near  site. 

15.  Plat  76,  Lots  4,7-10,  8a  and  8b  - Harnden  and  Union  Streets. 

a.  High  cost  of  property  acquisition  in  business  area. 

b.  Access  problems  on  one-way  and  narrow  streets. 

16.  Plat  65,  Lots  6-8  - Present  site  plus  abutting  lots. 

a.  High  total  cost  of  purchase,  razing  buildings,  filling. 

b.  Existing  building  can  serve  other  Town  functions. 
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17.  Plat  57,  Lot  21,  part  of  Lots  20  and  22  - Former  Tree  and  Moth 

Department  Site,  plus  part  of  Town  Dump. 

a.  Cost  of  removal  of  overfill  and  subsoil. 

b.  Shortens  lifetime  of  dump  operation  3-6  months. 

c.  Drainage  problems  due  to  elevation  of  adjacent  dump. 

d.  Construction  delay  12  months  pending  Mass.  Board  of  Health 

inspection. 

e.  Loss  of  tax  revenue  from  potential  industrial  site. 

f.  Short  line-of-sight  on  John  Street  curve;  cost  to  correct. 

The  remaining  two  sites  are  recommended  by  this  committee: 

18.  Plat  46,  part  of  Lot  2 - John  Stret  in  front  of  DPW  garage. 

19.  Plat  158,  Lot  3 - North  Main  Street  site  of  Reading  SupplyCompany. 

The  two  recommended  sites  are  discussed  below. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  GARAGE  SITE 

The  Committee  recommends  the  John  Street  D.P.W.  site  on  the 
basis  of  the  following  advantages  which  are  not  found  together  in  any 
other  potential  site. 

1.  Town-owned  land. 

2.  Low  site  preparation  cost;  flat  land,  firm  soil. 

3.  Utilities  and  paved  drives  already  available. 

4.  Shared  use  of  vehicle  maintenance  and  emergency  power. 

5.  Provides  active  security  for  D.P.W.  facilities  and  future  industrial 
development  of  present  dump  site. 

6.  Potential  heat  from  the  incinerator. 

7.  Reasonably  accessible  (ten  minute  walk  from  Center,  on  bus 
route,  linked  to  remote  parts  of  town  by  Route  128). 

8.  Good  line-of-sight  for  safe  exit  onto  roadway. 

9.  Minimal  impact  on  character  of  local  area. 

The  specific  site  is  that  area  lying  between  the  present  driveways  from 
John  St.  to  the  municipal  garage  and  to  the  incinerator,  having  a 210 
foot  frontage  and  250  foot  depth,  more  or  less.  The  existing  Recycling 
Center  is  not  included,  nor  is  a similar  area  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
municipal  garage  driveway. 

This  site  was  discussed  in  depth  in  two  meetings  with  the  B.P.W.  and 
the  D.P.W.  Superintendnet.  The  Board  expressed  the  opinion  that 
equivalent  advantages  could  be  realized  on  Site  17.  The  Committee 
believes  that  Site  17  is  inferior  with  respect  to  items  2, 3, 4, 6 and  8 on 
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previous  list.  The  Board  raised  the  following  specific  objections  of  Site 
18: 

a.  Truck  traffic. 

b.  Limits  future  expansion  of  office/barn  area  as  opposed  to  loss  of 
three  months  dumping  space. 

c.  No  compelling  reasons  for  this  site  vs.  dump  side  relative  to  the 
potential  loss  of  the  area  for  future  use. 

d.  Periodic  seasonal  needs  of  the  front  yard. 

e.  Snow  dump. 

f.  Cold  storage. 

g.  Future  garage  expansion. 

h.  Need  for  separation  of  facilities  - need  of  fencing. 

The  Board  also  was  concerned  that  its  option  to  erect  an  Engineering 
Building  at  some  future  date  would  be  lost;  however,  the  Committee 
points  out  that  the  proposed  station  plans  leave  a 0.98  acre  tract  on 
John  Street  for  this  D.P.W.  option,  which  of  exercised,  would  strengthen 
advantages  4 and  5 for  mutual  benefit. 

READING  SUPPLY  COMPANY  SITE 

This  site,  on  North  Main  Street,  just  north  of  Forest,  was  consistently 
ranked  highest  by  the  Committee  on  the  basis  of  merit  as  a police 
station  location.  Its  major  advantages  are: 

1 . Low  site  preparation  cost;  flat  land,  firm  soil. 

2.  Near  geographic  center  and  projected  population  center  of  town. 

3.  Easy  access  by  private  or  public  transportation  (bus). 

4.  Vehicle  exit  visibility  is  good;  nearby  traffic  lights  can  be  contolled 
in  emergency. 

5.  Municipal  services  and  utilities  already  available. 

The  site  is  privately  owned  and  operated  as  a going  business.  Pre- 
liminary talks  have  indicated  that  the  owner  expects  substantial  com- 
pensation for  relocation  costs,  in  addition  to  land  and  building  value, 
but  is  willing  to  negotiate.  No  mutual  agreement  concerning  Town 
acquisition  has  been  reached  at  this  writing. 

SECTION  IV 
FUNDING 

The  Committee  investigated  sources  of  funds  at  the  Federal  and  local 
levels.  Federal  funds  could  be  used  to  build  a new  police  station,  with 
the  Town  paying  related  expenses.  Renovation  or  expansion  of  the 
present  station  for  police  use  would  be  completely  at  Town  expense. 
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However,  renovations  for  other  uses  might  be  supported  by  Federal 
Funds. 

FEDERAL 

It  is  the  Committee’s  understanding  that  Department  of  Commerce 
(DOC)  grants  are  available  for  new  construction  with  specific  purposes, 
including  police  protection,  but  for  renovation  or  expansion  of  existing 
buildings.  The  express  purpose  of  these  grants  is  to  stimulate  the  con- 
struction industry.  To  obtain  a grant,  a preliminary  application  is 
required  to  show  both  need  for  the  proposed  building  and  high  local 
unemployment.  Upon  approval,  a detailed  application  is  prepared  showing 
the  site  and  complete  plans.  An  awarded  grant  covers  construction  costs 
only,  while  related  costs  such  as  land  acquisition,  site  preparation, 
furnishings,  must  be  paid  by  the  Town.  Consequently,  the  latter  costs 
are  an  important  factor  in  site  selection.  Funds  for  technical  equipment 
are  available  under  separate  grants.  Federal  funds  are  also  available  for 
renovation,  but  these  are  intended  for  Human  Services  facilities.  If 
Reading  moves  its  police  force  from  the  present  station,  then  funds 
might  be  obtained  for  renovation  to  Human  Services  use. 

LOCAL 

Although  a Bond  Issue  would  spread  Town  costs  over  several  years, 
funds  would  have  to  be  scheduled  into  the  Capital  Budget  first.  For 
a near-term  construction  program,  therefore,  the  only  local  source  is  the 
tax  levy.  Using  1975  figures,  each  $186,000.00  of  expense  raises  the 
property  tax  rate  by  $1 .00. 

In  summary,  Reading  will  bear  some  of  the  costs  of  updating  its  police 
facilities.  By  taking  advantage  of  federal  grants,  these  costs  can  be  kept 
down  and  the  existing  building  can  be  recycled  for  other  uses. 

1 . The  Committee  recommends  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  continue 
negotiations  with  the  Reading  Supply  Company  and  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  acquisition  of  Sites  Nos.  18  and  19  and,  depending  upon 
the  outcome  if  such  negotiations,  budget  appropriate  funds  for 
purchase  of  land  as  indicated. 

2.  Based  on  the  Committee’s  survey  of  present  police  station  facilities, 
the  Committee  recommends,  pending  on  the  outcome  of  applications 
for  Federal  Funds,  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  consider  appropriation 
of  funds  necessary  to  relieve  obvious  and  critical  deficiencies  in  its 
present  facility. 


APPENDIX 

A.  Report  of  Planning  Staff  dated  2/27/76. 

B.  Map  of  site  locations  considered. 
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C.  Memo  from  Planning  Staff  dated  12/22/75. 

D.  Report  of  Planning  Staff  dated  3/16/75. 

PLANNING  STAFF,  ROOM  9 
COMMUNITY  CENTER 
52  SANBORN  ST. 

READING,  MASS.  01867 

February  27,  1976 

SITE  SELECTION  AND  POLICE  STATION 
BUILDING  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

RE:  EXISTING  POLICE  STATION  PRELIMINARY  COST  ANAL- 
YSIS OF  ALTERATIONS  AND  ADDITIONS  BY  THE  BUILD- 
ING STUDY  COMMITTEE,  AS  SHOWN  ON  THEIR  SKETCHES. 

Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Preliminary  Estimates  must  not  be  construed  as  final  or 
complete,  but  rather,  approximate.  The  purpose,  as  we  discussed,  is 
to  establish  a broad  “overlook”  for  decision  making  purposes. 

Many  factors  could  easily  increase  these  estimates,  a few  of  which  are: 

1 . Removal  of  existing  roof. 

2.  Extending  plumbing  vents 

3.  Break  through  existing  bearing  wall  at  elevator  and  provide 
new'  lintels  for  three  floors 

4.  Extend  chimney  through  third  floor 

5.  Provide  and  install  new  electric  services  switchbox,  etc.  and 
remove  existing 

6.  Provide  new  stairway  from  Main  floor  to  new  floor  above 

7.  Site  work 

8.  Purchase  of  Hoyt  land  and  house  for  necessary  parking 
space 

These  are  some  of  the  costs  not  specifically  included  in  these  Preliminary 
Estimates,  and  sould  be  kept  in  mind  if  either  of  these  Schemes  were 
to  be  undertaken. 

It  has  been  customary  in  many  of  the  larger  Architectural  offices  in 
Boston  to  multiply  direct  costs  by  a factor  of  2.5  ± depending  on  expe- 
ience  and  judgement  where  alteration  and  addition  projects  are  con- 
templated. These  estimates  do  not  include  this  factor,  and  may  be 
considered  “on  the  Conservative  side”  of  actual  costs. 

The  planning  of  police  operations,  as  you  know,  determine  the  architec- 
tural needs.  These  figures  are  based  on  what  might  be  done  through 
renovation,  but  not  necessarily  what  should  be  done  for  an  optimum 


85 


police  operation  In  short,  they  should  be  considered  a “ball  park 
indicator”  of  what  may  be  involved. 

Respectfully  submitted 
Robert  S.  Parsons 
Planner/Architect 


February  20,  1976 

SITE  SELECTION  AND  POLICE  STATION 
BUILDING  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

RE:  EXISTING  POLICE  STATION  PRELIMINARY  COST  ANAL- 
YSIS OF  ALTERATIONS  AND  ADDITIONS  PROPOSED  BY 
THE  BUILDING  STUDY  COMMITTEE,  AS  SHOWN  ON  THEIR 
SKETCHES 

VERTICAL  SCHEME  (8100  Sq.  ft.) 


COST  SUMMARY: 

EXISTING  BUILDING  ALTERATIONS: 


FIRST  FLOOR 
MAIN  FLOOR 

Expoxy  Floor  in  Detention 
Carpeting 
ELEVATOR 

Three  floors  plus  elevator  enclosure 
FIRE  ESCAPE 

Three  floors  with  first  floor  cable  counter 
OLD  CELLS 

Remove  and  dispose  of  existing  cells 
THIRD  FLOOR  (New) 

2700  sq.  ft.  x$55.30  = $ 149,3 10.00 

PLUMBING 
8%  of  266,144.00 
ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL 
29%  of  266, 144.00 

Sub-Total 

FURNISHINGS 
Equipment,  desks,  files,  etc. 

INSURANCE 
22%  on  labor=$16,043.00 


$ 9,541.00 
$41,602.00 
705.00 
17,586.00 


weighted 


$ 9,541.00 

59.893.00 
36,000.00 

6,400.00 

5,000.00 

149,310.00 

$266,144.00 

$21,292.00 

77.181.00 
$364,617.00 

$40,000.00 

16.043.00 
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PROFIT 

General  Contractor,  overhead  and  profit 

10  & 5%  (Includes  Subs,  O.  & P.)  54,693.00 

INFLATION 

7%  x $364,617.00  = $25,523.00  25,523.00 

BOND 

1 % x $364,617.00  = $3,646.00  3,646.00 

TAXES 

State  taxes  on  material  - 5%  = $14,585.00  14,585.00 

CONTIGENCY 

20%  x $364,617.00  = $72,923.00  72,923.00 

Sub-Total  $592,090.00 

ARCHITECT’S  FEE 

15%  x $592,090.00  = $88,814.00  88,814.00 

$680,904.00 

EXISTING  LAND  AND  BUILDING 

(In  kind  contribution  by  Town)  70,600.00 

NOTE:  This  is  not  at  new  100%  valuation 

GRAND  TOTAL  $75 ! ,504.00 


HORIZONTAL  SCHEME  (10,200  sq.  ft.) 

COST  SUMMARY: 

Two  new  floors  at  rear  of  present  building 
40’  x 60’  = 2400  sq.  ft.  ea.  x 2 = 4800  sq.  ft. 

48  sq.  ft.  x $55.30  = $265,440.00 
FIRE  ESCAPE 

First  story  cable  counter  weighted  system  - $1,600.00 
Second  story  - $ 1 ,600.00 
EXISTING  BUILDING  ALTERATIONS: 

Includes  new  elevator  required  by  Architectural  Barriers 
Code  for  the  Handicapped.  $ 10,000.00  per  floor,  for  a 
4’  x 4’6”  cab  with  entrances  on  front  and  end.  Enclosure 
against  outside  of  existing  building  of  cone,  block  and 
brick  veneer  to  match  existing,  $4,429.=  $24,429.00  min. 
OLD  CELLS 

Remove  and  dispose  of  existing 
TOTAL  for  Alterations  (Approx) 

PLUMBING 

8%  of  $585, 266.00  = $46,821.00 
ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL 
29%  of  $585,266.00  = $169,727.00 

FURNISHINGS 
Equipment,  desks,  files,  etc. 


$265,440.00 

$3,200.00 


5,000.00 

311.626.00 

46,821.00 

169.727.00 
$801,814.00 

$20,00.00 
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INSURANCE 

22%  on  labor  = $35,280.00 
PROFIT 

General  Contractor,  overhead  and  profit 
10%  & 5 %(Includes  Subs.  O.  & P.) 
INFLATION  FACTOR 
7%  of  801,814.00  = $56,127.00 
BOND 

1%  of  801, 814.00  = $8,018.00 
TAXES  (State) 

5%  on  material 
CONTINGENCY 
20%  of  801, 814.00  = $160,363.00 

Sub-Total 

ARCHITECT’S  FEE 

15%  of  $1,232, 074.00  = $184,811.00 

EXISTING  LAND  AND  BUILDING 
(In  kind  contribution  by  Town) 

NOTE:  This  is  not  at  new  100%  valuation 

GRAND  TOTAL 


35.280.00 

120.272.00 

56.127.00 
8,018.00 

30.200.00 

160.363.00 
$1,232,074.00 

$84,811.00 

$1,416,885.00 

$70,600.00 

$1,487,485.00 


DIAGRAM  - See  attached  sheet 

PLANNING  STAFF  MEMO  December  22,  1975 
RE:  APPROXIMATE  AREAS  OF  MAJOR  FUNCTIONAL  SPACES 
FOR  NEW  READING  POLICE  STATION 

PUBLIC  (Lobby,  waiting,  Handicapped  toilets,  etc.)  720  sq.  ft. 

MULTIPURPOSE 

RM.  (Squad  day  rm.,  Glass  rm.,  Public  Mejst.)  870  sq.ft 

GARAGE  (Prisoner  Intake,  Mugging,  Evidence  Stor.)  3500  sq.  ft. 
DETENTION  (Juvenile,  Female,  Adult  male)  800  sq.  ft. 

OPERATIONS  (Offices,  Conference,  Locker  rms.,  etc.)  3800  sq.  ft. 

DISPATCH  (Communications)  250  sq.ft. 

TOTAL  9940  sq.ft. 

Say  10,000  sq.  ft.  + - 

VEHICLE  PARKING 

20  Vehicles  ea.  shift  (max.)  plus  10  Visitors  9400  sq.ft. 

40  Vehicles  at  once  plus  10  Visitors  22,000  sq.  ft. 

NOTE:  Vehicle  access  roads  not  included 
One  acre-^43,560  sq.  ft. 

Safe  entrance  and  egress  into  traffic  flow  MUST  be  given  top 
priority  in  building  design,  and  location  for  any  site  being 
considered. 
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Pedestrian  and  Vehicular  VISIBILITY  must  be  given  prime 
consideration  in  building  design  and  location. 


March  17,  1976 

SITE  SELECTION  AND  POLICE  STATION  BUILDING  STUDY 
COMMITTEE 

RE:  PRELIMINARY  COST  ANALYSIS  OF  PROPOSED  NEW 
POLICE  FACILITY  FOR  READING 
COST  SUMMARY: 

MAIN  FLOOR  (7,725  sq.  ft.  x $41 .00/sq.  ft.) 

Administration 

Operations 

Detention 

Circulation  $316,725.00 

GARAGE  (2,400  sq.  ft.  @ $15.00  sq.  ft.)  36,000.00 

MECHANICAL  ROOM  (840  sq.  ft. @$25. 00/sq.  ft.)  21,000.00 

(Below  grade)  $373,725.00 

FURNISHINGS  30,000.00 

$403,725.00 

CONTINGENCY  5 % 20,186.00 

$423,911.00 

29.674.00 
Sub-Total  $453,585.00 

45.359.00 

GRAND  TOTAL  $489,944.00 

NOTE:  Contractor’s  overhead,  profit,  insurance,  Bond,  etc.  are  included. 
SITE: 

Site  is  to  be  provided  by  the  Town  of  Reading  as  “In  Kind  Contribution” 
to  Federal  Funds. 

Costs  of  site  borings,  access  roads,  grading,  drainage,  planting,  etc. 
by  the  Town. 

PISTOL  RANGE: 

No  pistol  range  has  been  included  here,  and  was  not  included  in  the 
Birch  Meadow,  Horizontal  or  Vertical  Alteration  Schemes.  However,  I 
suggest  that  it  could  be  added  in  the  “bidding  phase”  and  could  be 
either  accepted  or  rejected,  depending  on  “base  bid”  prices. 

VAULT: 

There  is  adequate  space  in  the  Mechanical  Room  to  build  a storage 


INFLATION  7% 

ARCHITECT’S  FEE  10% 
(Includes  all  engineer’s  fees) 
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vault,  but  decisions  have  yet  to  be  made  regarding  type,  size,  fireproofing 
and  purpose.  Again,  I would  suggest  that  this  be  included  as  an  alternate 
in  the  “Bidding  phase’’. 

STORAGE: 

Storage  is  adequate  on  the  “Main  Floor’’,  but  additional  storage  may  be 
added  in  the  basement  as  an  alternate. 

SOLAR  HEAT: 

Interest  has  been  shown  by  State  officials  in  assisting  our  Town  in  obtain- 
ing Federal  Grant  dollars  to  pay  for  a complete  solar  heat  demonstration 
system  for  the  new  Police  Station.  I am  actively  pursuing  this  possibility, 
and  if  approved,  Reading  will  have  the  first  new  solar  energy  heated  police 
station  in  the  State.  This  should  be  added  as  an  alternate  price  during 
bidding. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Robert  S.  Parsons 
Architect/Planner 


COMMITTEE: 

Barry  J.  Mitchel,  Chairman 
Douglass  L.  Barker,  Secretary 
John  B.  Miller 
Anthony  L.  Rickley 
Ralph  E.  Snyder,  Jr. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  George  A.  Theophanis, 
Chairman  of  the  Charter  Commission: 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHARTER  COMMISSION 

The  Charter  Commission  submitted  its  final  report  to  the  selectmen 
and  has  acted  as  the  selectmen’s  agent  in  having  the  report  printed  and 
mailed  to  every  household  in  the  town.  The  Charter  Commission  has 
also  submitted  a summary  of  the  charter  for  inclusion  in  the  annual 
town  warrant  to  be  acted  on  by  the  voters  at  the  April  12  town  elections. 

The  charter  reffirms  the  selectmen-representative  town  meeting  form 
of  government.  It  establishes  a town  meeting  standing  committee 
structure  and  other  town  meeting  reforms.  It  increases  the  number  of 
selectmen  from  three  to  five  and  gives  the  selectmen  broader  appointive 
powers.  It  establishes  an  executive  budget  with  selectmen  review.  It 
establishes  procedures  for  reorganizing  government  which  consist  of 
initiation  by  the  selectmen  and  ratification  by  town  meeting.  It  places 
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administrative  operations  except  for  the  school,  housing,  and  light 
departments  under  a town  administrator,  who  is  appointed  by  the  select- 
men. The  Selectmen  appoint  department  heads  under  the  supervision  of 
the  town  administrator  only  upon  his  recommendation.  All  other  boards 
and  officials  appoint  their  operating  personnel.  It  provides  for  election 
of  the  Town  Meeting  members,  Moderator,  Board  of  Selectmen,  School 
Committee,  Municipal  Light  Board,  Housing  Authority,  and  Regional 
Vocational  School  Representative.  It  increases  the  Municipal  Light 
Board  from  three  to  five  members.  It  incorporates  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  and  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  with  those  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen.  It  includes  a recall  provision  for  all  elected 
officials.  It  takes  effect  on  July  4,  1976. 

The  Charter  Commission  wishes  to  acknowledge  and  thank  the  many 
citizens,  town  employees,  and  town  officials  who  contributed  their 
thoughts  and  advice  during  the  drafting  of  this  charter.  These  contributions 
have  resulted  in  a charter  which  reflects  the  thinking  of  a broad  segment 
of  the  community. 


(s)  George  A.  Theophanis 
Chairman  - Reading 
Charter  Commission 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  1.  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  gave  a Citizen’s  Report  on  the  pro- 
posed charter. 

This  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

ARTICLE  1.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Richard  J.  Ogden 
for  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

REPORT  ON  LITTERING 

1.  The  state’s  statute  concerning  littering  is  Chapter  272,  Section  60 
of  the  General  Laws. 

This  statute  does  not  cite  specific  penalties.  However,  our  experience 
has  been  that  the  penalty  is  usually  a $50  fine.  The  local  regulations 
concerning  littering  are  found  in  Article  XV  of  the  By-Laws  revised  as 
□f  October,  1974.  Article  XXVII,  Enforcement  of  By-Laws”,  provides 
a penalty  of  “A  FINE  NO  MORE  THAN  $50.” 

2.  During  the  years  1972,  1973,  1974,  and  1975  approximately  a half 
a dozen  citations  per  year  were  mailed  to  the  registry  of  motor  vehicles 
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regarding  the  throwing  of  rubbish  from  moving  vehicles  onto  public 
ways.  During  this  same  time  period  about  8 persons  were  taken  to  court 
for  throwing  rubbish  from  moving  vehicles  and  were  found  quilty. 

Approximately  6 to  8 complaints  a year  of  rubbish  being  left  on  public 
ways  are  referred  to  the  Police  Department  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
or  as  a result  of  citizen  complaints.  In  these  instances  an  effort  is  made 
to  ascertain  whose  rubbish  has  been  left  and  the  person  responsible  is 
notified  to  remove  it  immediately.  In  almost  all  instances  the  rubbish  is 
removed  promptly. 

3.  Most  of  the  positive  actions  taken  regarding  littering  have  been 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  working  in  cooperation  with  the 
Selectmen  or  other  Boards.  For  example,  rubbish  barrels  have  been  left 
in  various  park  areas  and  at  the  railroad  stations  for  littering.  In  addition, 
many  citizen  groups  conducted  clean-up  campaigns  and  the  Selectmen 
feel  that  a partial  solution  to  the  problem  lies  in  such  citizens’  awareness 
and  efforts. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  1 on 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  2.  On  motion  of  Douglas  L.  Barker  it  was  voted  that 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  compile  a summary  of  the 
cost  reduction  programs  instituted  by  Town  Boards  and  Committees 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1976  and  to  deliver  a report  to  the 
subsequent  Town  Meeting  in  the  fall  of  1976. 

The  report  should  describe  the  titles  of  major  projects,  the  dollar 
savings  on  an  annual  basis,  and  the  Board  or  Committee  responsible  for 
instituting  the  savings  program. 

On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 on 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  ($60,414) 
be  transferred  from  the  unencumbered  insurance  1974-1975  appropriation 
and  appropriated  to  the  Fire  Department  Salary  Account. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase  or  take  the  following 
described  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement  therein 
by  eminent  domain  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  79  of  the  General 
Laws  for  conservation  and/or  recreation  purposes,  and  to  appropriate 
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the  sum  of  Twenty-six  Thousand  Dollars  ($26,000.),  and  to  meet  the 
appropriation,  that  said  sum  be  transferred  from  funds  to  be  received  by 
the  Town  pursuant  to  a Community  Development  Block  Grant,  as 
awarded  in  the  letter  dated  November  28,  1975  from  the  Director  of 
the  H.U.D.  Area  Office  to  Mr.  Robert  S.  Cummings: 

The  parcel  of  land  East  of  Grove  Street,  North  of 
of  Intervale  Terrace,  and  West  of  John  Carver 
Road  and  shown  entirely  as  Lot  37  on  the  Reading 
Assessor’s  Plat  122,  containing  8.7  acres  more  or  less, 

and  the  Board  is  authorized  to  enter  into  agreements  with  Federal  Agencies 
for  the  purpose. 

88  voted  in  the  affirmative 
14  voted  in  the  negative 
(two-thirds  vote  required) 

Carl  H.  Amons,  Jr,  moved  fpr  Reconsideration  of  Article  4.  This 
motion  did  not  pass. 

56  voted  in  the  affirmative 
70  voted  in  the  negative 
(two-thirds  vote  required) 

On  a point  of  personal  privilege,  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  requested  that 
the  records  of  this  meeting  reflect  that  he  voted  in  the  negative  for  motion 
made  by  Robert  S.  Cummings  under  Article  4. 

ARTICLE  5.  On  motion  of  Curt  E.  Nitzche  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($550.00)  be  transferred  from  certified 
free  cash  and  appropriated  to  the  Planning  Board  account  for  the 
purpose  of  up-dating  the  zoning  map  and  the  printing  of  same. 

ARTICLE  6.  On  motion  of  Duane  B.  Eleineck  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Thirty-Two  Thousand  Seventy-Five  and  seven  Hundredths 
Dollars  ($32,075.07)  be  transferred  from  unencumbered  funds  in  the 
1974-75  insurance  appropriation,  and  Three  Thousand  Nine  Hundred 
Twenty-One  and  twenty  hundredths  Dollars  ($3,921.20)  be  transferred 
from  certified  free  cash  for  a total  of  Thirty  Five  Thousand  Nine  Hund- 
red Ninety-Six  and  twenty-seven  hundredths  Dollars  ($35,996.27)  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing,  reconstructing  and  equipping  the  municipal 
pool  bathhouse.  Such  sums  to  be  expended  by  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Recreation  Committee. 

ARTICLE  7.  James  J.  Fandel  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
Article  XXIV  of  the  Town  By-Laws. 
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(a)  By  adding  to  “Section  7,  Benefits  and  Working  Conditions’’  a 
new  Paragraph: 

(I)  - Longevity. 

Effective  January  1,  1976,  all  permanent  employees  shall,  in 
addition  to  other  compensation,  be  entitled  to  a payment  for 
continuous  length  of  service  to  the  Town  as  follows: 

$100  annually  upon  completion  of  five  years  of  service. 
$200  annually  upon  completion  of  ten  years  of  service. 
$300  annually  upon  completion  of  fifteen  years  of  service. 
$400  annually  upon  completion  of  twenty  years  of  service. 

Amounts  payable  on  the  first  pay-day  of  December  annually. 

and 

(b)  By  Amending  “Schedule  A - Classification  Plan’’: 

1.  Exempt  Positions 
C.  Inspection  Class 

Building  Inspector  - delete:  Pay  Grade  18  and 
insert:  Pay  Grade  20. 

2.  Non-Exempt  Positions 

3.  Public  Safety  Class 

Dog  Officer  - delete:  Pay  Grade  9 and 
insert:  Pay  Grade  10. 

On  amendment  by  Robert  H.  Soli  it  was  voted  that  this  Article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 
from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  that  Article  2 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  1 
from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  that  Article  1 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 
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On  motion  of  Robert  S.  Cummings  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting  stand 
adjourned,  sine  die,  at  10:55  P.M. 

141  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest: 


Lawrence  Drew 
Town  Clerk 
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Annual  Town  Election 
April  12, 1976 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  a 
Town  Election  was  held  at  the  time  and  places  specified  in  the  Warrant 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Wardens  in  the  precincts  as  follows: 


Precinct  1 
Precinct  2 
Precinct  3 
Precinct  4 
Precinct  5 
Precinst  6 
Precinct  7 
Precinct  8 


J.  Warren  Killam  School 
Pearl  Street  School 
Joshua  Eaton  School 
Joshua  Eaton  School 
Community  Center 
Alice  M.  Barrows  School 
Highland  School 
Memorial  High  School 


Pearl  E.  Malphrus 
Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr. 
Joseph  P.  Riemer 
John  H.  Crooker 
Edward  P.  Cameron 
Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr. 
John  F.  Cronin 
Kenneth  C.  Latham 


who  then  partially  read  the  Warrant,  when  on  motion  of  John  J.  Andre- 
ola,  Barbara  D.  Winkler,  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.,  Leon  A.  LaFreniere,  Ann 
Cusato,  Eva  C.  Swift,  Louis  R,  Gardner,  Eunice  F.  Foley  in  Precincts 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7 and  8 respectively,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the 
further  reading  of  the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return  which 
was  then  read  by  the  Wardens  in  charge. 


The  ballot  boxes  were  examined  by  the  Wardens  in  charge  and  each 
found  to  be  empty  and  all  registered  000. 

The  polls  were  then  declared  open  at  7:00  A.M.  and  were  closed  at 
8:00  P.M.  with  the  following  results: 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH  for  two  years  - Vote  for  One 


OC 

oo 

__ 

04 

__ 

1 

OC 

3" 

04  — 

o~  | 

04 

3- 

O' 

CO 

vC 

sC 

r- 

o 

OC 

o~ 

Of 

OC 

O' 

VO 

o 

04 

vC 

vC 

«o, 

— 

■ 

or 

04 

04 

1 

r 

or 

OC 

or 

o~ 

o~ 

OC 

-t 

I/O 

— 

co 

VO 

co 

oo 

— 

O' 

CO 

O' 

r^i 

— 1 

— 

— 

I/O 

co 

— 

CO 

— 

o 

rg 

a> 

or 

OC 

04 

VO 

vO 

VO 

VO  — 

04 

O 

m 

o 

O' 

— 

O 

oo 

oo 

04 

04 

CO 

o- 

04 

O 

co 

CO 

or 

04 

CO 

(N  in  (N 
co  04  o oT 


C\|  OC  rt 

o VD  oo 

m M m 


— 

— 

O' 

o~ 

vO 

00 

O 

a> 

04 

04 

vO 

— 

00 

O' 

or 

O' 

04 

On 

or 

04 

CO 

04 

o> 

O 

or 

04 

VO 

O' 

co 

O' 

or 

o 

oT 

o 

oo 

VO 

o 

VO 

o 

o 

00 

— 

— 

— 

VO 

> 

CO 

04 

CO 

04 

*— < 

f— 

3 

OO  — I 04  o> 

h O Tf  OO 


o o- 

VO  \D 


a>  ro  a> 
O'  vo  co 
>—  — 04 


ro  ^ O I — 
I — O co  OO 


vO  tj-  a>  vo 

04  On)  Tt  — 1 


r-  ^t 

Q\  Of  CO 

- - (N 


On  CJ 
r—  r- 
04  — co 


eon  r- 

0>  .5 


a3  < . -C 


"O  »- 


o 

Cu 

T3  ^ ' 

^25  ° 


— 
3 3 

aJ  ctf 


s 

o 

u 

o 

0 

1 

u 

a> 


<u  .£ 

04)  ^ 
3 »- 

3 3 

o 

r ^ 

i— 

W) 

3 j 

S< 

2 

a> 

• CJ 

c* 

2 c 

<u 

- - 

3 

a> 

3 £ 

04) 

o 3 

3 

PJ 

T3 

s~  cm 
03  M 
-3  3 
o 3 


99 


— 

r-  m — < os 

<N 

- IT) 

<N  V~)  »D  O 

(N 

A 

so  rn 

m 

rt- 

«d  tj-  r- 

r- 

O Os  — m 

rr 

o 

oo  oo 

«— i 

<N  <N  u~> 

o 

Tt  so  rn  r- 

•— 

H 

<N  rsj 

<N 

oo 

<N  — 

^}- 

CM  fNj  — • -H 

oo 

0© 

tj-  r\J 

OO 

Tf 

m — m 

r-~ 

m - M OO 

(j 

sn  oo 

Os 

m 

Os  SO  SO 

— 

M ^ O 

m 

o> 

m cd 

<N 

O 

fN  — ' 

»D 

m m — <n 

O 

b> 

«-H 

^H 

a, 

r- 

u 

a> 

t_ 

487 

480 

1 

402 

1370 

^ Z 

n M ^ 

685 

rr  rt  — — 

^ in  M h 
Tt  Tt  rs|  N 

1370 

On 

sO 

u 

a> 

u 

429 

425 

340 

1194 

Os  Tf 

m so  ^ 
m Os 

597 

O^Oh- 
t"-  sO  Os  sO 

m — r\) 

1194 

a, 

o 

ID 

W 

a> 

l> 

o 

Os  O 
m *-h 

343 

992 

SO  . 

n-  so 

<N  <— 1 00 

496 

£ 

H 

c 

263 

318 

167 

244 

992 

On 

£ 

03 

H 

SZ 

^T 

O 

a> 

b. 

c 

ctf 

SZ 

H 

409 

384 

321 

1114 

280 

197 

80 

557 

H 

<D 

l— 

o 

it)  Tf  oo  r- 
n oo  so  <s 
m m - N 

1114 

£u 

<u 

CD 

Q 

■D 

bn 

o 

260 

250 

224 

734 

<D 

^ o 22 
n - ^ 

367 

o 

Z 

b- 

r\i  O »d  r-" 
— rf  (N 
<N  (N  — — 

734 

b> 

o 

C 

o 

On 

Z 

O 

<H— i 

u. 

b* 

rs 

o 

a> 

b> 

O 

Ph 

a> 

r-  m 
m so 

<N  <N 

198 

718 

o 

<+- 

<D 

213 

101 

45 

359 

o 

> 

Tf  Tt  OO  <N 

O — rt 

rs)  rsi  — ' 

718 

Qu 

O 

> 

o 

> 

C A 

b- 

03 

Prec  1 

i 

</> 

b* 

aj 

<d 

>» 

<N  — < 
m 

m m 

313 

986 

1 

C/5 

b* 

c3 

<D 

>» 

r-  rn  _ 
rsi  — < ^ 

493 

<D 

>> 

<D 

<D 

s— 

.C 

^ oo  r-  o 

OO  <N  *D  (N 
<N  m — (N 

986 

<u 

<u 

b- 

s : 

<D 

<D 

l— 

SZ 

b- 

o 

b_ 

b- 

m 

bn 

o 

O 

PJ 

r-t— 

C+- 

PD 

in 

Q 

H 

DC 

in 

oc 

< 

D 

O 

O 

DC 

H 

>- 

DC 

£ 

y 

CQ 

H 

DC 

D 

OX) 

□ 

CQ 

D 

CL 

Ph 

c Id 

■ — c/5 

2 3 

C/5 

b. 
— ! 

O 

J 

hJ 

< 

.n  £ 

CD  <L) 

IZ 

< 

0^ 

2 

pH 

b- 

<D 

LC  ID 

^ C (3 

£ ^ I 

O 

Q ^ U 

CL 

u ^ 

o 

iilui™. 

Q 

c* 

< 

O 

03 

Ji 

— c 

5 •*= 
0-  ^ 

Richard 

Blanks 

Total 

y 

z 

D 

2 

Donald 

Frederic 

Blanks 

Total 

Q 

c^ 

< 

O 

CQ 

Edward  ] 
Barbara 
Albert  L 
Blanks 

Total 

100 


BOARD  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES  for  three  years  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Two 


rsj  — \C 
Csl  — 


O — 
— O' 
O' 


r-  vC  (N  o 


vD  — rn 
rg 


Tf  r\| 


r-  Tf 
rsj  O' 
r-  — 


rt  (N 


xo  o 


o — 

O' 


— m r- 


>> 

<u  ^ 

5 t 

<u  <u 


• f </5 


u c 

-o  •£ 
£ S3 

£ x 


- s 

= o 

w 9 

1 I CO 

o 


PJ 


a>  ^ 
00 


O 

- <L>  __ 

iOCQ 


5 

o 

H 


DsS 

O 

X 

X 

< 

a 

z 

co 

D 

O 

X 


>s 

03 

Q 

X 


Uh  U- 


s ^ 

2 sz 
B a 
o.  ^ 

03  2 
-c  ^ 

o z 

n " 

C/5  O 

uj  a: 


O . 5£ 

* CQ  = 

rj  O 

U £2 
*-§to 


101 


Blanks  487  359  256  549  470  580  667  514  3982 

Total  493  359  367  557  496  597  685  517  4071 
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PRECINCT  I 


TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Nancy  Wilson  Anderson 254 

Harold  S.  Bigwood,  Jr 192 

William  C.  Bliss 192 

Lawrence  R.  Blood 208 

Alexander  T.  Botka 185 

James  R.  Boucher 195 

Russell  E.  Carter 205 

Douglas  A.  Cowell 204 

James  C.  Gibney 174 

Harry  M.  Johnson,  Jr 190 

Ara  A.  Karakashian 246 

Thomas  F.  McGrail,  Jr 179 

Robert  A.  Muir 206 

Arthur  E.  O’Brien,  Jr 180 

Maurice  C.  Proctor,  Jr 196 

Anthony  L.  Rickley 194 

PRECINCT  I 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Marvin  M.  Rosenthal 198 

Thomas  J.  Ryan 216 

Robert  H.  Soli 141 

Carl  W.  Soule,  Jr 162 

Jean  R.  Cary 167 

Peter  Del  Greco 212 

Richard  P.  Fotino 159 

David  F.  Ham 162 

Rheta  J.  McKinley 132 

Robert  S.  Parsons 150 

Edith  D.  Perkins 140 

Willard  Dana  Perkins 151 

Willard  F.  Perkins 121 

Catherine  A.  Quimby 153 

John  P.  Rafferty,  Jr 116 

Robert  W.  Shannon 161 

Wilbur  S.  Sias,  Jr 201 

Roy  C.  Trulson 147 

Noreen  D’Entremont 1 

Blanks 5,742 

Totals  11,832 
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PRECINCT  II 


TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Anthony  V.  Bastiani 199 

Carl  A.  Beaulieu 217 

Delmer  D.  Cotreau 223 

John  W.  Faria 208 

Frank  C.  Graupner 207 

Mary  Jolene  Guerra 226 

Curt  E.  Nitzsche 201 

Harold  M.  Patterson 215 

Edward  D.  Winkler 228 

Virginia  M.  Adams 221 

Marie  A.  Condon 204 

Joseph  M.  Leahy 198 

Douglas  E.  Miller 199 

Charles  B.  Powers 211 

Warren  F.  Rathbun 202 

Frank  B.  Welin 4 

Rupert  K.  Stewart 8 

Anthony  V.  Sarcone 6 

Ruth  T.  Rathbun 2 

Anthony  D.  Fisichella 1 

Gail  F.  Wood 7 

Warren  K.  Woods 1 

George  W.  Cashman 1 

Robert  Marrocco 2 

Edward  J.  Taylor,  Jr 1 

Arthur  J . Reynolds,  Jr 2 

Bernard  W.  O’Shaughnessy 3 

Victor  Cail 2 

Peter  B.  Greene 1 

Eileen  P.  Miller 2 

Blanks 5,412 

Totals  8,616 

PRECINCT  III 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  -Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Leo  R.  Campbell,  Jr 239 

Kevin  P.  Cignetti 205 

Robert  L.  Fuller 214 

Thomas  F.  Galvin 213 

Eleanor  K.  Higgott 203 
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Robert  M.  Neely 202 

Donald  L.  Wood 235 

David  H.  Barnes 210 

Domenic  Cacciapuoti 200 

Richard  G.  Cronin 200 

Charles  A.  Darby 193 

Richard  S.  Dempster 194 

Robert  P.  Griffin 211 

Michael  M.  Guenther 205 

Lawrence  B.  Morse 206 

Robert  J.  Murphy 210 

Domenic  A.  Patalano 200 

Stephen  Viegas 6 

Benjamin  Nichols 52 

Joyce  Miller 36 

William  Acquaviva 6 

Elaine  Cacciapuoti 2 

Edward  Kelly 1 

Gerald  Intonti 1 

Mary  Avery 2 

George  Ross 2 

Fred  Messina 2 

Joan  Neary 2 

Gil  Lothrop 1 

Martha  Cayton 28 

Thomas  Galvin 1 

Lawrence  Morse 1 

Victoria  Griffin 4 

Bernard  Jenks 5 

Martin  Hanley,  Jr 2 

Katherine  Hanley 1 

Donald  Neary 2 

Blanks 5,313 

Totals 8,808 

PRECINCT  IV 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr 290 

Ralph  J.  Bens,  Jr 293 

Robert  B.  Carlson 202 

George  W . Cochrane  3rd 231 

Robert  S.  Cummings 299 

Paul  E.  Dube 256 
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Barry  F.  Gibbons 2ij3 

Myrna  R.  Jones 227 

W.  Robert  Keating 160 

Barbara  A.  Kelliher 228 

James  W.  killam  III 276 

Kenneth  H.  Little 194 

Nils  L.  Nordberg 338 

John  B.  Pacino 237 

John  W.  Price 173 

Malcolm  E.  Reed 197 

Beverly  B.  Seavey 229 

George  A.  Theophanis 239 

Donald  R.  Walker 295 

John  J.  Watson 234 

Theodore  R.  Watson 222 

Roberts.  Wells 235 

Leonard  F.  Westra 148 

William  A.  Westwater 189 

Ronald  A.  Winslow 253 

Henry  H.  Applin,  Jr 104 

John  S.  Blowney 135 

Alfred  T.  Doughty,  Jr 221 

Francis  H.  Doughty 209 

Robert  W.  Foley 151 

Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr. 248 

Daniel  M.  Hall 131 

Robert  H.  Kelly 117 

Fred  C.  Kenney,  Jr 193 

Harry  M.  Simmons 131 

Pamela  E.  Sullivan 164 

Linda  J.  Whitehead 176 

Blanks 5,540 

Totals  13,368 

PRECINT  V 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS-  Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-four 

Frederick  A.  Asmussen 235 

Louis  B.  Bacigalupo 259 

David  E.  Beebe 187 

Vincent  C.  Connors 253 

William  H.  Diamond 281 

Paul  C.  Dustin 211 

Duane  B.  Heineck 223 
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Melvin  E.  Jones 205 

John  B.  Miller 236 

John  G.  Moore 196 

Frances  A.  Rienzo 232 

Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr 260 

James  R.  Valentine 199 

Gloria  A.  Van  Beaver 223 

Mary  J.  Andreola 199 

Pauline  B.  Dishmon 184 

Gerald  P.  Hendrick  • 197 

Betsey  A.  Hoyt 229 

Gerald  F.  Hoyt 250 

Robert  J.  Jones 208 

Walter  F.  Matson 179 

George  R.  Rainville 176 

William  F.  Smith 191 

Joseph  C.  Sturm 162 

Richard  L.  Sullivan 211 

Roberta  M.  Sullivan 200 

Blanks 6,3 18 

Total  11,904 

PRECINCT  VI 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Francis  L.  Breen 208 

Raymond  R.  Couture 273 

Donald  W.  Davidson 294 

Donald  C.  Dolben 292 

James  J.  Fandel 254 

Sandra  E.  Gray 289 

H.  William  Harlow,  Jr 208 

Diane  K.  Haynes 210 

Francis  Michael  Keane 201 

Lawrence  F.  McHugh 241 

H.  Foster  McRell,  Jr 235 

Dolores  A.  Meskunas 264 

Barry  J.  Mitchel 205 

Peter  E.  Nebolsine 159 

Richard  A.  Nihan,  Jr 196 

Ralph  E.  Snyder,  Jr 215 

James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr 278 

Corliss  T.  VanHorn 310 

William  H.  Watt 226 

Philip  R.  White 279 
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Philip  R.  White,  Jr 257 

Peter  K.S.Wu 224 

Allan  E.  Ames 174 

Rosemary  K.  Cross 179 

Ronald  M.  D’Addario 124 

Catherine  K.  Dolben 208 

Sally  M.  Hoyt 316 

John  H.  Lougee,  Jr 129 

Ralph  J.  Neumyer,  Jr 187 

Richard  J.  Ogden 249 

Russell  S.  Stein 137 

Albert  L.  Stewart 179 

Blanks 7,128 

Totals  14,328 

PRECINCT  VII 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Dorothy  M.  Anderson 368 

Ruth  E.  Berry 344 

Francis  J . Cummings 311 

Richard  H.  Curtis 346 

Thomas  J.  Flaherty,  Jr 269 

Lawrence  W.  Leonard 310 

George  E.  Millner 297 

Robert  B.  Mills 285 

Neil  H.  Murray 275 

Herbert  G.  Perry 360 

Norma  T.  Sweeney 375 

Sandra  J.  Trainor 365 

Bruce  C.  VanHorn 384 

Elizabeth  A.  Walsh 305 

Francis  T.  Walsh . 288 

Sumner  H.  Weston  370 

Carol  A.  Anderson 339 

Lester  W.  Bowen 268 

John  D.  Cafazzo 285 

Karen  A.  Cerretani 241 

Alden  N.  Crawford 234 

Michael  F.  Cummings 225 

DarFell  A.  Halloran 187 

George  V.  Hines 250 

William  J.  Hughes,  Jr 241 

William  D.  Jaques 193 
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Francis  J.  McDonald 217 

Maureen  T.  O’Brien 280 

Marilyn  H.  Weston 330 

Kenneth  C.  Zaramba 236 

Blanks 7,662 

Totals  16,440 

PRECINCT  VIII 

TOWN  MEETING  MEMBERS  - Vote  for  Not  More  Than  Twenty-Four 

Douglass  L.  Barker 238 

Roland  J.  Boyd,  Jr.  251 

Robert  A.  Brown 208 

William  C.  Brown 202 

Edward  P.  Cameron 268 

John  H.  Crooker 240 

Myles  L.  Lamson,  Jr 189 

George  R.  Larson 236 

Bayard  R.  Lincoln 235 

Jean  M.  MacKilligan 238 

Paul  T.  Metcalf 255 

Donald  C.  Mitchell 223 

Robert  I.  Nordstrand 301 

George  M.  Richards 198 

John  H.  Russell 272 

C.  Dewey  Smith 312 

Lynn  G.  Stasz 213 

Nathan  C.  White 256 

John  W.  Alden 172 

Philip  T.  Brady 154 

Robert  E.  Coyne 187 

Joseph  Digiovanni 175 

Michael  J.  Driscoll 170 

Maxine  R.  Gilvey 197 

Robert  G.  Mallion 152 

Richard  E.  McDonald 173 

Ronald  V.  O’Connell 154 

M.  Frances  Osborn 206 

George  B.  Perry  II  206 

Maria  E.  Silvaggi 209 

Blanks 5,918 

Total  12,408 
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The  polls  were  closed  at  8:00  P.M.  with  the  following  results: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  4,071 . 

The  votes  were  declared  in  Open  Town  Meeting,  sealed  in  ballot 
envelopes  and  transmitted  to  the  Town  Clerk  to  be  placed  in  the  vault 
for  safe  keeping. 

Voted  to  adjourn  9:45  P.M.,  April  12,  1976. 


A true  record.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MELTING 


May  3,  1976 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C. 
Latham,  at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Rev.  P.  Reidar  Lindland  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  and  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  when,  on  motion 
of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  reading 
of  the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was  then  read 
by  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  newly  elected  Town  Meeting  Members  were  sworn  in  by  the 
Moderator. 

The  Moderator  asked  if  there  were  objections  to  certain  specified 
non-town  meeting  members  meeting  with  their  respective  Boards.  Upon 
receipt  of  objection,  the  Moderator  received  motions  from  Town  Meet- 
ing members  as  follows,  to  allow  specific  persons  to  sit  with  their  respective 
Boards,  with  the  assurance  the  persons  so  allowed  would  not  vote. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Crooker  it  was  voted  that  Norbert  D.  Rhinerson 
be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Municipal  Light  Department. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that  John  W.  Agnew, 
Jr.,  Executive  Secretary;  Richard  E.  Gould,  Town  Accountant  and 
Donald  L.  Connors,  Town  Counsel  be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Board 
of  Selectmen. 

On  motion  of  James  R.  Boucher  it  was  voted  that  David  V.  Galvin 
and  Thomas  M.  Riley  be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Russell  it  was  voted  that  E.  Roger  Louanis 
and  John  W.  Price  be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

On  motion  of  Leo  R.  Campbell,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  James  H. 
Morley  be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Personnel  Board. 

On  motion  of  Nancy  E.  Elgart  it  was  voted  that  Eugene  R.  Nigro, 
Louis  H.  Martinage  and  W.  Bruce  MacDonald  be  allowed  to  sit  with 
the  School  Committee. 
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On  motion  of  John  D.  Cafazzo  it  was  voted  that  James  J.  Nugent, 
Jr.  be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Board  of  Health. 

On  motion  of  John  D.  Cafazzo  it  was  noted  that  James  J.  Nugent, 
Jr.  be  allowed  to  sit  with  the  Board  of  Health. 

ARTICLE  2.  In  compliance  with  motion  under  Article  2 of  the  Ad- 
journed Subsequent  Town  Meeting,  November  17,  1975,  Moderator 
Kenneth  C.  Latham  presented  a short  discussion  and  instruction  on 
procedures  for  all  Tow  n Meeting  members. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  James  J.  Sullivan, 
Jr.,  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

STATE  OF  THE  TOWN 

In  the  fall  of  1974,  a By-Law-  change  required  that  the  Selectmen 
report  at  each  annual  meeting  on  the  State  of  the  Town.  For  a proper 
perspective,  we  must  review  the  past  year  as  well  as  look  to  the  future. 

1975  was  an  eventful  year  for  Reading,  one  in  which  there  were  many 
accomplishments,  some  of  which  will  have  long  and  lasting  beneficial 
effects.  There  were  also  some  disappointments. 

Looking  at  some  of  the  plusses,  our  central  telephone  system  was 
fully  implemented  and  happily  it  would  seem,  within  our  earlier  budget 
expectations. 

It  was  the  first  full  year  of  operating  our  Building  Maintenance  De- 
partment. This,  combined  with  some  central  buying,  has  proven  to  be 
most  efficient. 

The  ticket  system  was  established  for  the  use  of  the  Dog  Officer. 
There  is  every  indication  that  this  new  tool  will  enable  that  department 
to  more  efficiently  carry  out  its  responsibilities  in  the  future. 

Federal  funding  played  a major  role  in  Reading  in  1975.  Although 
we  are  all  aware  that  federal  funds  are  “Quote”  our  funds,  it  is  important 
to  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  talking  about  monies  already  set  aside  by  the 
government,  already  taken  from  our  taxes.  If  not  spent  in  Reading 
then  some  other  successful  applicant  will  be  the  recipient.  Our  objective 
has,  and  I hope  will  continue  to  be,  to  seek  out  such  funds  only  for  those 
projects  desirable  and  needed  by  Reading  and  without  locking  the 
town  in  on  future  commitments. 

Some  of  the  uses  for  which  federal  funding  has  been  granted  are: 
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Establishment  of  a Housing  Program  wherein  many  of  our  friends 
and  neighbors  can  continue  to  live  in  dignity  in  their  present  surroundings 
while  adjusting  to  changing  circumstances. 

A Youth  Office  providing  many  services  to  young  people  not  the 
least  of  which  was  employing  seventy  young  people  this  past  summer, 
fifteen  during  the  winter  and  running  the  now  popular  “Rent-A-Kid” 
program.  Many  other  services  are  provided  by  this  office  such  as  counsel- 
ing. 

Another  program  provided  at  its  peak  thirty-four  full  time  positions 
within  various  Town  departments.  Helping  the  local  economy,  while 
at  the  same  time  providing  a much  needed  work  force. 

Federal  funding  provided  the  necessary  funds  for  acquisition  of  the 
Higgins  property,  which  will  be  used  for  Conservation  and  Recreation. 

Assistance  to  the  Assessing  Department  in  their  recently  coinpleted 
revaluation  as  well  as  funds  for  the  renovation  of  the  Depot  and  a new 
ambulance. 

During  the  past  year  approximately  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
have  been  placed  into  Reading’s  economy  for  worthwhile  projects 
without  committing  the  community  in  the  future. 

Recently  the  Town  appointed  a Growth  and  Development  Committee. 
Its  basic  purpose  is  to  analyze  our  Town,  what  we  are,  where  we  hope  to 
go  and  how  do  we  get  there.  Similar  committees  have  been  established 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Each  committee  will  report  to  its  region 
and  they  in  turn  to  the  Commonwealth.  This  could  be  the  forerunner  to 
a master  plan  for  the  entire  state.  It’s  an  important  committee  which  I 
am  sure  you  will  be  hearing  more  about  in  the  future. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  single  disappointment  we  were  and  are  still  faced 
with  is  the  potential  loss  of  revenue  sharing  and  the  impact  it  will  have 
on  our  tax  rate.  While.it  is  hard  to  believe  that  at  the  last  moment  it 
will  not  be  passed  this  being  an  election  year.  The  fact  is,  to  date,  it  has 
not  been  renewed. 

Our  first  application  for  funding  to  construct  a new  police  station 
was  not  granted  as  the  funds  were  exhausted  on  other  projects.  We 
are,  however,  the  beneficiaries  of  an  excellent  study  prepared  by  the 
Police  Site  Study  Committee  which  will  assist  us  in  our  new  application 
under  different  funding  which  we  are  hopeful  will  be  granted. 

We  continue  to  have  our  problems  with  vandalism  and  disorder. 
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Overall  no  worse  than  before  and  perhaps  better  than  many  of  our  neigh- 
boring communities. 

Looking  to  the  future  there  are  problems  and  opportunities  we 
must  address  ourselves  to. 

In  the  area  of  vandalism  and  disorder,  there  are  additional  steps  that 
can  and  will  be  taken  by  town  government,  but  for  the  long  range  the 
real  solution  is  an  educational  one.  A recognition  by  everyone,  parents, 
teachers,  officials,  the  entire  community,  of  their  responsibilities  towards 
one  another  will  eventually  bring  about  an  easing  of  a deplorable  situation. 

The  town  recently  rejected  the  Charter  Commission’s  commendable 
efforts,  this  not  to  be  construed  as  a defeat  in  its  entirety  but  merely  a 
rejection  of  certain  items.  The  By-Laws  Committee  should  examine 
these  areas  that  could  be  presented  to  a future  Town  Meeting  item  by 
item  for  their  consideration.  Such  a presentation  could  strengthen  town 
government  throught  the  much  mentioned  process  of  evolution  rather 
than  revolution. 

There  is  an  ever  growing  need  for  a Human  Services  Department, 
one  that  will  coordinate  various  services  now  available  and  provide 
those  services  not  available  to  insure  that  all  citizens  of  all  ages  will 
have  equal  opportunities. 

Space  requirements  at  all  levels  of  general  government  are  becoming 
acute.  If  not  corrected  soon,  inefficiency  will  set  in  and  costs  will  escalate. 

Our  Public  Library  has,  over  the  years,  proven  the  need  for  additional 
space.  Eventually  this  must  be  met  if  we  hope  to  maintain  at  its  present 
level  this  most  important  resource  center’s  capabilities  of  meeting  the 
community’s  needs. 

Our  traffic  flow  and  parking  needs  must  be  studied  if  we  are  to 
provide  for  present  and  future  requirements. 

Housing  needs,  or  some  subsidy  programs  must  be  examined  if  we 
are  to  meet  the  requirements  of  needy  citizens  and  avoid  the  ultimate 
mandate  of  the  State  which  may  well  be  much  less  desirable. 

Long  range  planning  is  an  absolute  must  if  we  are  to  avoid  many  of 
the  problems  facing  us,  such  as  increased  property  taxes,  etc.  We  have 
seen  nothing  in  the  past  decade  or  so  to  indicate  costs  will  be  lower, 
in  fact  they  continue  to  increase  as  the  demands  of  the  community 
intensify. 

The  Selectmen  intend,  along  with  the  help  of  officials  and  citizens  alike, 
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to  use  all  the  resources  of  their  office  to  address  themselves  to  the  problem 
and  opportunities  of  today  and  tomorrow. 

To  paraphrase  Henry  Thoreau  — “As  long  as  we  march  in  the  same 
parade  our  progress  will  not  be  deterred  despite  the  fact  that  we  march 
to  the  beat  of  a different  drummer.” 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis  submitted  “Addendum  to  Finance 
Committee  Report”  (separate  sheet),  and  outlined  in  detail  specifics  as 
to  the  1976  tax  rate  and  new  assessment.  This  was  accepted  as  a report 
of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Lawrence  R.  Blood 
for  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

PROGRESS  REPORT  ON  SANITARY  LANDFILL 
OPERATIONS 

The  existing  sanitary  landfill  site  consists  of  34.78  acres  of  industrial 
zoned  Town  owned  property  which  is  located  on  John  Street  in  the 
southerly  part  of  the  Town.  The  land  around  the  site  is  fairly  well 
developed.  Apartments  and  residential  homes  are  to  the  immediate  north 
of  the  site  and  industrial  usage  to  the  southeast  and  to  the  southwest 
across  John  Street.  The  only  undeveloped  area  is  the  generally  low 
wooded  area  to  the  east  of  the  existing  site.  The  southeast  boundary  of 
the  property  is  the  Reading- Wakefield  Town  Line  which  runs  approximate- 
ly parallel  to  and  about  250  feet  from  the  right  of  w#y  line  of  Mass- 
achusetts Route  128. 

The  sanitary  fill  area  is  located  directly  across  the  street  from  the  Public 
Works  Garage,  Municipal  Incinerator  and  the  Recycling  Area.  This 
allows  supervision  and  equipment  to  be  readily  available  to  the  site 
at  all  times,  as  well  as  allowing  proper  control  of  the  operation  to 
assure  compliance  with  the  regularions  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Health. 

The  sanitary  landfill  site  is  currently  being  filled  by  an  approved 
method  from  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering 
Division  of  General  Environmental  Control.  Plan  #1  shows  the  three 
distinct  areas  of  operation  along  with  the  maximum  fill  elevations  for 
each  of  the  areas.  Area  I was  used  as  a burned  dump  from  1930  to 
1958.  Area  II  was  used  as  an  open  face  dump  with  top  Cover  once  a 
week  from  1958  to  1970. 

Area  III  has  been  used  since  1970  and  is  currently  at  capacity.  It 
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has  been  filled  by  an  approved  method  for  sanitary  landfill  operations. 
The  actual  filling  procedure  requires  the  site  to  be  built  up  by  a cell 
method.  Each  cell  consistsof  a 30-inch  high  berm  constructed  of  clean 
impervious  fill,  50  feet  long  and  30  feet  apart  within  which  a maximum 
of  2 feet  of  refuse  may  be  deposited  and  covered  with  a 4-inch  layer  of 
incinerator  residue  ash.  This  is  covered  with  a 6-inch  layer  of  clean  gravel. 
The  procedure  is  repeated  until  a height  of  2 feet  below  the  maximum 
allowable  elevation  for  the  area  is  reached.  The  top  two  feet  is  then  filled 
with  clean  impervious  material  which  will  support  vegetation. 

The  filling  procedure  if  analyzed  on  a volume  basis  (excluding  the 
top  2 feet  which  is  lost  from  storage)  yields  the  following  percentages 
of  usable  volume: 

66.6%  of  the  usable  volume  is  available  for  refuse 

1 1 .4%  of  the  usable  volume  is  available  for  ash 

17.0%  of  the  usable  volume  is  required  for  gravel 
5.0%  of  the  usable  volume  is  required  for  berms 

The  existing  Area  III  in  the  landfill  site  is  currently  at  capacity  and 
Area  I is  being  prepared  for  sanitary  landfill  use.  There  is  a further  require- 
ment from  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering 
Division  of  General  Environmental  Control  which  states  that  the  sanitary 
landfill  operation  may  not  be  located  within  60  feet  of  any  drainage, 
open  or  piped. 

In  accordance  with  the  approved  filling  plan  it  is  estimated  that  there 
is  approximately  151,000  C.Y.  of  usable  storage  volume  remaining 
in  areas  I and  II.  Area  III  fill  operations  were  monitored  by  topographical 
surveys  dated  from  April  7,  1974  to  the  last  survey  dated  February 
20,  1976  when  the  site  was  virtually  at  capacity.  The  results  indicated 
that  the  average  weekly  filling  rate  over  the  stated  time  span  was  ap- 
proximately 610  cubic  yards  per  week.  Based  upon  this  fact  and  assuming 
that  refuse  volume  will  experience  a growth  rate  of  3 % per  year  due  to 
increased  population  and  waste  per  household  the  existing  site  will  be 
at  capacity  in  4Vi  years  or  by  the  fall  of  1980. 

In  order  to  utilize  the  site  to  its  maximum  potential  it  will  be  necessary 
to  relocate  the  man-made  ditches  to  the  side  property  lines. 

This  would  allow  the  existing  ditch  area  to  be  usedfor  valuable  sanitary 
landfill  purposes  since  the  60  foot  restriction  will  no  longer  be  applicable. 
The  new  usable  core  volume  available  after  the  ditch  relocation  would 
be  approximately  510,500  cubic  yards  for  cell  type  sanitary  landfill 
operations. 
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Assuming  the  3%  growth  rate  in  refuse  per  year  the  new  volume 
would  allow  the  sanitary  landfill  operations  to  continue  for  approximately 
14  years  or  until  1990.  At  that  time  the  site  will  have  approximately 
25  acres  of  flat  land.  The  proposed  plan  of  the  ditch  relocation  along 
with  the  new  maximum  fill  elevations  is  shown  on  Plan  #2. 

The  proposed  ditch  as  shown  on  the  plan  will  also  intercept  the 
natural  runoff  and  divert  the  existing  ditch  flow  around  the  sanitary 
landfill  site.  This  will  greatly  reduce  the  possibility  of  contamination 
from  leachants  in  the  landfill  area.  The  new  proposed  ditches  will  also 
have  an  impervious  lining  which  will  act  as  a further  safeguard  from 
the  detrimental  leachant  action. 

The  diversion  of  the  existing  man-made  ditches  to  the  property  lines 
is  also  consistant  with  the  results  of  the  Comprehensive  Plan  Study 
for  the  Dump  Site  Re-Use  Analysis  prepared  for  the  Reading  Planning 
Board  by  Sasaki  Associates,  Incorporated,  which  indicates  that  the 
relocation  will  allow  more  flexibility  in  future  development  potentials. 

It  is  planned  to  fill  the  site  from  the  John  Street  side  and  work  pro- 
gressively towards  the  back  of  the  property.  This  will  allow  the  filled 
sections  to  be  available  for  other  Town  uses  when  they  become  available. 

A phased  program  is  being  planned  to  accomplish  the  necessary 
drainage  construction  and  to  obtain  the  required  permits  for  the  site 
modification. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  was  read  by  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  for  the 
By-Law  Committee: 

By  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  21,  1970  a By-Law 
Committee  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  review,  revise 
and  codify  the  town  by-laws  and  to  collect  and  compile  the  General 
Acts  accepted  by  the  Town. 

The  Committee  has  submitted  its  report  to  review,  revise  and  codify 
the  town  by-laws,  and  the  collection  and  compilation  of  the  General 
Acts  accepted  by  the  Town  has  been  completed  by  the  Town  Clerk 

The  By-Law  Committee  therefore  submits  this  report  as  its  final 
report. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Robert  L.  Dancy 
Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr. 
By-Law  Committee 
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This  report  was  accepted  with  thanks  as  a final  report. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Curt  E.  Nitzsche 
for  the  Growth  and  Development  Policy  Committee: 

Report  of  Progress  on  Reading's  Local  Growth  Policy  Committee 

The  Massachusetts  Growth  Policy  Development  Act,  Chapter  807, 
has  required  participating  cities  and  towns  to  initiate  a locally  oriented 
planning  committee  representative  of  the  various  interest  groups  within 
each  community. 

This  committee  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  preparing  a 
statement,  within  a prescribed  time  frame,  of  local  priorities. 

The  office  of  State  Planning  prepared  a questionnaire  to  assist  local 
growth  committees  in  the  preparation  of  these  statements. 

Reading’s  Growth  Committee  is  presently  utilizing  this  questionnaire 
as  a vehicle  to  open  discussions. 

These  discussions  will  lead  to  a concensus  in  formulating  our  future 
growth  and  development  policy  statement. 

Also,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  807,  our  first  public  hearing  was 
held  on  April  8,  1976,  with  subjects  such  as  a broader  tax  base,  housing 
and  Reading’s  desired  future  being  discussed.  Presently  we  are  preparing 
to  draft  a tentative  growth  statement  which  will  be  presented  at  another 
public  hearing  towards  the  end  of  June. 

In  view  of  the  significant  potential  impact  of  this  forthcoming  state- 
ment, I would,  on  behalf  of  Reading’s  Growth  Committee,  like  to 
extend  an  invitation  to  any  interested  parties  to  participate  in  these 
very  important  planning  discussions. 

We  will  be  meeting  every  Wednesday  night  at  7:30  in  the  Community 
Center,  commencing  May  19,  1976. 

Curt  E.  Nitzsche 
Vice  Chairman 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Joyce  K.  Miller, 
Chairman  of  the  Reading  Bicentennial  Commission: 

The  projects  undertaken  or  endorsed  by  the  Reading  Bicentennial 
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Commission  are  progressing  as  planned.  Repairs  to  the  Parker  Taven 
are  completed  and  the  Tavern  will  be  open  as  usual  this  season.  All 
houses  and  sites  on  the  Heritage  Trail  have  been  marked.  The  accompany- 
ing map  and  guidebook  should  be  available  in  a few  weeks.  (Not  attached) 
The  new  edition  of  History  of  Reading’s  Government  is  nearly  complete. 
Understandably  the  League  of  Women  Voters  elected  to  postpone 
publication  until  after  the  recent  election,  but  the  book  should  be  available 
this  summer.  The  College  Club  hopes  to  have  their  booklet  for  elementary 
children  completed  by  fall,  and  Mrs.  Bishop  expects  to  complete  the 
new  edition  of  Colonial  Roof  Trees  within  the  year.  The  Oral  History 
committee  has  recorded  13  interviews,  which  are  now  in  various  stages 
of  being  typed,  edited  and  indexed.  Rubbings  have  been  taken  of  ap- 
proximately Vi  of  the  early  gravestones  and  the  project  will  be  completed 
this  summer.  The  slide-tape  show  on  Tavern  Life  in  Early  New  England 
has  been  completed  and  has  already  been  used  by  several  groups. 

The  Jaycees  and  Reading  Minute  Men  are  planning  and  coordinating 
our  Festival  Weekend  of  May  21-22.  Plans  are  well  under  way  for 
numerous  activities,  including  a Bicentennial  Ball,  a morning  of  .outdoor 
activities  followed  by  a Minute  Man  Parade,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
British  10th  Regiment  of  Foot.  The  Garden  Club  plans  a flower  show 
and  the  High  School  Glee  Club  and  Band  will  present  a special  program 
of  American  Music.  There  should  be  something  to  appeal  to  everyone, 
and  we  look  forward  to  one  of  the  biggest  community  festivals  ever 
held  in  Reading. 

I cannot  make  a Report  of  Progress  without  emphasizing  that  all 
progress  has  been  the  result  of  enthusiastic  participation  by  volunteer 
workers.  Only  materials  and  direct  costs  of  lasting  projects  are  being 
paid  for  by  the  Town,  and  even  some  of  these  have  been  donated.  The 
costs  of  the  entire  Festival  Weekend  are  being  covered  by  fund-raising 
activities  handled  by  the  Jaycees  and  Minute  Men.  Donations  of  time 
and  money  have  been  generous  and  made  the  whole  Bicentennial  pro- 
gram truly  a community  undertaking. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 on 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  a 
Standing  Town  Meeting  By-Law  Committee  of  five  members  be  appointed 
by  the  Moderator  and  that  said  Committee  be  charged  to  bring  By- 
Law  reforms  and  updates  to  the  next  Town  Meeting  and  to  subsequent 
Town  Meetings;  that  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  consult  with 
Town  Boards,  Departments,  Committees,  and  officers  prior  to  compiling 
said  reforms  and  updates. 
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ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  dispose  of  the  Cadillac  Town 
Ambulance  in  the  Fire  Department  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
including  competitive  bidding  as  it  may  deem  to  the  best  advantage  of 
the  Town. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  3 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Leo  R.  Campbell,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  up  Article  56 
in  advance  of  its  order. 

ARTICLE  56.  On  motion  of  Leo  R.  Campbell,  Jr.,  as  amended  by 
Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis,  it  was  voted  to  amend  the  official  classification 
plan,  schedules  and  regulations  in  accord  with  Article  XXIV  of  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Town  as  follows: 

SECTION  I.  By  Amending  Schedule  B : Compensation  Plan  Fiscal  Year 

1977 

by  adding  5%  to  the  dollar  ranges  as  follows: 


Full-time  positions  assigned  in  Schedule  A to  specific  pay  grades  shall 
be  compensated  within  dollar  ranges  as  follows:  (Part-time  positions 
shall  be  compensated  at  an  hourly  rate  to  that  of  an  equivalent  full-time 
position).  All  changes  in  the  structure  are  effective  July  1 , 1976. 


PAY  Qualification 

WEEKLY 

37V2Hr. 

Position  40  Hr.  Positions 

Grade 

Points 

MIN.  - MAX. 

MIN.  - 

-MAX. 

MIN. --MAX. 

1 

159 

87.76  114.47 

2.34 

3.05 

2.20  2.87 

2 

160-174 

93.90  122.48 

2.50 

3.26 

2.35  3.07 

3 

175-189 

100.47  131.04 

2.68 

3.50 

2.51  3.28 

4 

190-204 

107.32  140.24 

2.86 

3.74 

2.69  3.51 

5 

205-219 

113.68  148.24 

3.03 

3.95 

2.85  3.71 

6 

220-234 

120.16  156.73 

3.20 

4.18 

3.00  3.92 

7 

235-249 

127.03  165.70 

3.39 

4.42 

3.17  4.15 

8 

250-264 

134.30  175.15 

3.58 

4.67 

3.36  4.38 

9 

265-279 

139.37  185.17 

3.72 

4.94 

3.49  4.63 

10 

280-294 

146.61  195.77 

3.91 

5.22 

3.66  4.89 

11 

295-309 

158.66  206.93 

4.23 

5.52 

3.97  5.18 

12 

310-324 

167.75  218.76 

4.47 

5.84 

4.19  5.47 

13 

325-339 

177.34  231.30 

4.73 

6.16 

4.43  5.78 

14 

340-354 

187.57  245.18 

5.00 

6.54 

4.69  6.05 

15 

355-369 

198.20  258.52 

5.28 

6.90 

4.96  6.47 

16 

370-384 

209.55  273.29 

5.59 

7.29 

5.24  6.84 

17 

385-399 

221.51  290.00 

5.91 

7.73 

5.53  7.25 

18 

400-414 

234.20  305.48 

6.24 

8.15 

5.86  7.63 
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19 

415-429 

247.55 

322.94 

6.60 

8.62 

6.18 

8.07 

20 

430-444 

261.74 

341.60 

6.98 

9.11 

6.54 

8.54 

21 

445-459 

276.68 

360.88 

7.38 

9.62 

6.92 

9.02 

22 

460-474 

292.53 

381.50 

7.80 

10.17 

7.32 

9.53 

23 

475-489 

309.26 

403.36 

8.24 

10.75 

7.73 

10.08 

24 

490-504 

326.94 

426.40 

8.72 

11.37 

8.17 

10.66 

25 

505-519 

345.64 

450.82 

9.22 

12.02 

8.64 

11.27 

26 

520-534 

365.43 

476.62 

9.74 

12.70 

9.14 

11.92 

27 

535-549 

387.03 

504.83 

10.32 

13.46 

9.68 

12.62 

SECTION  I - BENEFIT  CHANGE 

By  adding  to  “Section  7,  Benefits  and  Working  Conditions’’ 
a new  paragraph: 

(I)  Longevity. 


Effective  January  1,  1976,  all  permanent  employees  shall, 
in  addition  to  other  compensation,  be  entitled  to  one  of  the  following 
payments  for  continuous  length  of  service  to  the  Town  as  follows: 

$100  Annually  upon  completion  of  five  years  of  service. 
$200  Annually  upon  completion  of  ten  years  of  service. 
$300  Annually  upon  completion  of  fifteen  years  of  service. 
$400  Annually  upon  completion  of  twenty  years  of  service. 

Amounts  payable  annually  on  the  first  pay-day  of  Decem- 
ber. 

SECT  IV.  By  amending  Schedule  A. : Classification  Plan 


1.  Exempt  Positions. 

Building  Inspector  upgrade  from  18  to  20 
SECTION  V.  By  amending  Schedule  A.:  Classification  Plan 

2.  Non-exempt  Positions. 

Selectmen  Senior  Clerk  A,  Grade  6 to  Secretary  Grade 
7 Police  Senior  Clerk  A,  Grade  6 to  Police  Administra- 
tive Secretary,  Grade  1 1 . 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting 
stand  adjourned  until  Thursday,  May  6,  1976,  at  8:00  P.M.,  to  meet 
in  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1 1 :40  P.M. 
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178  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 


ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium  May  6,  1976 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C.  Latham 
at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Rev.  J.  Gary  Campbell  of  the  Old 
South  Methodist  Church,  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
Flag. 

The  Moderator  gave  a second  series  of  instructions  on  Parliamentary 
Law  in  accordance  with  vote  under  Article  2 of  Subsequent  Town  Meet- 
ing, November  17,  1975. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Notice  of  Proposed  Reconsideration  of 
vote  under  Article  3,  voted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  on  May  3,  1976, 
and  the  Officer’s  Return  thereto,  in  accordance  with  Article  II,  Section 
4 of  the  General  By-Laws  of  the  Town. 

It  was  moved  by  Beverly  B.  Seavey  that  the  following  vote  under 
Article  3 passed  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  May  3,  1976,  be 
reconsidered: 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that 
a Standing  Town  Meeting  By-Law  Committee  of  five  members  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Moderator  and  that  said  Committee  be  charged  to  bring  By- 
Law  reforms  and  updates  to  the  next  Town  Meeting  and  to  subsequent 
Town  Meetings;  that  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  consult  with  Town 
Boards,  Departments,  Committees,  and  Officers  prior  to  compiling 
said  reforms  and  updates. 

This  motion  to  reconsider  vote  under  Article  3 failed  to  pass. 

87  voted  in  the  affirmative 
59  voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3  vote  required) 

On  motion  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 from 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the  Board  of  Public 
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Works,  School  Department  and  Board  of  Selectmen  be  instructed  to 
provide  the  following  information  in  regard  to  the  School,  Public  Works, 
Fire  and  Police  Departments: 

1 . Name  of  person  representing  the  Town  in  the  negotiations. 

2.  Date  when  negotiations  commenced. 

3.  Number  of  negotiating  sessions  held  to  date. 

4.  Date  of  last  negotiating  session. 

5.  Current  status  of  negotiations. 

6.  If  negotiations  have  not  been  completed,  the  demands  made  by 
the  Union. 

7.  The  percentage  increase  in  salaries  under  the  current  contract  as 
compared  with  the  previous  contract. 

8.  All  fringe  benefits  presently  in  effect. 

9.  The  total  amount  of  overtime  compensation  paid  to  the  Union 
members  to  date  in  the  current  fiscal  year. 

10.  Basis  for  overtime  payments. 

1 1 . Employees  entitled  to  overtime  pay. 

On  motion  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 on  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay 
Article  4 on  the  table. 

ARTICLE  5.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  from  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Nine  Thousand  Dol- 
lars ($9,000.)  for  the  purchase  of  uniforms  for  the  members  of  the  Police 
Department. 

ARTICLE  6.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  sell  or  exchange  or  otherwise  dispose 
of,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine,  three  cars 
in  the  use  of  the  Police  Department,  and  that  the  sum  of  Twelve  Thousand 
Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($12,500.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appro- 
priated together  with  the  receipts,  if  any  from  the  sale,  exchange  or 
disposal  of  the  three  vehicles  for  the  purposes  of  purchasing  three  new 
cars  for  the  Police  Department. 

On  motion  of  Nils  L.  Norberg  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  4 from  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars  ($250.00)  be  raised  from  the 
tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  care  and  lighting  of  Old  South  Clock. 
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On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  4 on  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  7.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  Five  Thousand  Dollars 
($5,000.)  for  said  purpose  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  indemnify 
certain  Police  Officers  and  Firemen  for  expense  actually  incurred  as  a 
result  of  injury  in  the  line  of  duty,  under  the  provisions  of  the  General 
Laws,  Chapter  41,  Section  100,  as  amended,  said  funds  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  by  borrowing  or 
from  the  tax  levy  or  transfer  from  available  funds  or  otherwise  and 
appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  a traffic  signal  controller  at  Main  and 
Washington  Street  or  take  any  other  action  with  respect  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ARTICLE  9.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogdon  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Seven  Hundred 
Dollars  ($700.00)  for  the  purchase  of  protective  clothing  for  members 
of  the  Auxiliary  Fire  Service. 

ARTICLE  10.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Four  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  ($4,800.)  Dollars  for  the  purchase  of  uniforms  for 
members  of  the  Fire  Department. 

ARTICLE  11.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted 
that  the  Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Thirty 
Thousand  Dollars  ($30,000.)  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a 
Fire  Alarm  repeater  and  related  equipment. 

ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  payment 
during  the  year  1976  of  bills  remaining  unpaid  for  previous  fiscal  years, 
for  goods  and  services  actually  rendered  to  the  Town,  or  take  any  other 
action  with  respect  thereto. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ARTICLE  13.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Twenty-Four 
Thousand  Dollars  ($24,000.)  for  the  purpose  of  coordinating  or  conduct- 
ing programs  dealing  with  the  problems  of  the  aging  and  promote  facilities, 
education,  welfare  and  recreation  of  the  aging. 
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ARTICLE  14.  Moved  that  the  Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  Four  Thousand  Six  Hundred  Seventy-Five  Dollars 
($4,675.)  for  the  observance  of  the  Christmas  Season,  1976,  by  the 
decoration  and  illumination  of  public  buildings  and  public  streets  and 
the  decoration  and  illumination  of  Christmas  Trees  upon  municipal  land. 

This  motion  did  not  pass. 

ARTICLE  15.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  Four  Hundred  Fifty-Nine  Dollars  ($459.) 
for  the  purpose  of  cleaning,  illuminating  and  inscribing  the  large  Veterans’ 
Memorial  that  stands  opposite  the  Town  Hall,  said  sum  to  be  transferred 
from  the  Salvage  Fund  Account. 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Law  Committee  regarding  settlement  of  the  litigation  concerning 
the  new  Reading  High  School,  or  take  any  other  action  with  respect 
thereto. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  Article  16  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

ARTICLE  17.  Pn  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  authorize,  empower  and  instruct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  execute 
a Deed  in  confirmation  of  the  prior  deed  of  the  Town  to  Edouard  J. 
Morand,  dated  July  31,  1934,  recorded  at  Middlesex  South  District 
Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  5848,  Page  255,  which  deed  was  authorized 
by  vote  of  the  Town  at  the  Adjourned  Town  Meeting  of  1934. 

ARTICLE  18.  On  motion  of  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  Fifteen  Thousand 
Dollars  ($15,000.)  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  a firm  of  independent 
certified  public  accountants  to  perform  an  examination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Town,  said  funds  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

ARTICLE  19.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden,  as  amended  by  Marvin 
M.  Rosenthal,  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  amend  Section  121.21  of  the 
Reading  Building  Code  by  deleting  the  fee  schedule  following  the  words 
“receipt  of  the  permit’’  and  substituting  therefore  the  following: 

Fees  For  Electrical  Permits 

Residential 

Additions  or  alterations  to  existing  structures  1-3  outlets 
add  .25  for  each  additional  outlet  $2.00 

New  houses  up  to  60  outlets,  .25  each  additional  outlet  12.00 
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12.00 


New  house  with  electric  heat 

Electric  heat  $3.00  first  unit  each  additional  unit  .50 


Rewire  old  house  (Service  Extra)  10.00 

New  Service  3.00 

Temporary  Service  3.00 

Service  Change  3.00 

Change  in  Meter  Trough  3.00 

Range  3.00 

Built-in  Range  3.00 

Oil  or  Gas  Burners  - .50  each  Additional  motor  2.00 

Replacement  2.00 

Air  Conditioning  per  unit  2.00 

Central  Air  Conditioning  10.00 

Water  Heater  2.00 

Vent  Fans  2.00 

Drier  2.00 

Disposal  3.00 

Dishwasher  3.00 

Swimming  Pools  10.00 

Misc.  Repairs  3.00 

Commercial 

Additions  or  Alterations  1-3  outlets,  additional  .50  for  each 
additional  outlet  $ 5.00 

New  Commercial  or  Industrial  sing,  phase  service  or  change  up 
to  200  ampere,  add  $1.50  6.00 

New  Commercial  or  Industrial  3 Phase  service  or  change  up  to 
200  ampere,  add  $1.50  for  each  additional  100  ampere  8.00 

Air  Compressor  or  Commercial  Refrigeration  5 .00 

Air  Conditioning  5.00 

Signs  - add  .50  each  transformer  5.00 

Outside  Lighting  3.00 

Christmas  Lighting  0 

1/6  H.P.  Motors  to  5 H.P.  5.00 

1 .6  H.P.  Motors  to  1 H.P.  under  vent  fans  3.00 

Electric  Heat  - New  Building  for  first  unit  $3.00 
Each  additional  unit  .75  extra 

Apartments  or  Offices  per  unit  7.00 

Industrial  or  Commercial  concerns  that  employ  licensed 
Elect,  for  maintenance  or  repair  - per  year  50.00 


ARTICLE  20.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Hundred 
Fifty  Dollars  ($150.)  for  Aid  to  Agriculture  and  work  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Extension  Service  and  the  4-H  Club  under  General  Laws  Chapter 
12B,  Sections  40  and  45  as  amended,  sum  to  be  expended  under  the 


127 


direction  of  a Director  appointed  by  the  Selectmen,  such  Director  to 
cooperate  with  the  Middlesex  County  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  21.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  authorize,  empower  and  instruct  the  Town  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1,  1976 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  4,  and  to  issue  a note  or  notes  therefore,  payable  within  one  year, 
and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a period  of  less 
than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

ARTICLE  22.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  by  borrowing, 
or  from  the  tax  levy,  or  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  otherwise,  and 
appropriate  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  reconstructing  Town 
Public  Ways,  such  sums  to  be  spent  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  and  in  such  locations  as  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  may  deem  advisable,  or  take  any  other  action  with  respect  there- 
to. 

On  motion  of  Alexander  T.  Botka  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ARTICLE  23.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  by  borrowing,  or 
from  the  tax  levy,  or  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  otherwise,  and 
appropriate  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  constructing  Chapter  90 
Highway,  together  with  such  sums  as  may  be  provided  by  the  State 
and  County  under  Section  34  of  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  or 
take  any  other  action  with  respect  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Alexander  T.  Botka  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ARTICLE  24.  On  motion  of  Lawrence  R.  Blood  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Eight  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  ($800,000.)  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  construction  of  sanitary  sewers,  sewerage  work  and 
other  sewer  facilities,  such  sum  to  be  expended  by  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  to  meet  said  appropriation,  that 
the  sum  of  Eight  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  ($800,000.)  be  raised  by 
borrowing,  and  that  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  borrow  said 
Eight  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  ($800,000.)  payable  in  accordance 
with  Section  7 of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  so  that  each  issue 
shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  thirty  (30)  years  from  its  date  or  at  such 
earlier  time  as  the  Treasurer  and  Selectmen  may  determine,  said  bonds 
or  notes  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  countersigned  by  the 
Selectmen  provided  that  the  sum  herein  appropriated  shall  be  used  for 
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the  construction  of  sanitary  sewer,  sewerage  work  and  other  sewer 
facilities  and  that  any  surplus  therefrom  together  with  any  grant  or 
grants  from  Federal  or  State  funds  or  both,  shall  be  used  to  construct  the 
balance  of  the  project  herein  authorized  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
be,  and  it  hereby  is,  authorized,  empowered  and  instructed  to  file  in  the 
name  of,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town,  an  application  in  form  and  manner 
required  by  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
Public  Laws  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  to  do  whatever  else 
may  be  required  to  obtain  a grant  to  be  made  by  the  United  States 
of  America  to  the  Town  of  Reading,  Massachusetts  to  be  used  to  defray 
part  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  said  sewers,  sewerage  work  and 
other  sewer  facilities  and  enter  into  all  contracts  and  agreements  with 
respect  thereto  and  to  do  all  other  Acts  and  things  necessary  or  proper 
for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  vote. 

178  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  25.  On  motion  of  Lawrence  R.  Blood  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  One  Dollars  ($3,801.00) 
be  transferred  from  the  High  Velocity  Sewer  Machine  Account  and  the 
sum  of  Eleven  Thousand  One  Hundred  Twenty-seven  and  90/100 
Dollars  ($1 1,127.90)  be  transferred  from  the  New  Equipment  Account 
and  the  sum  of  Thirty-five  Thousand  Seventy-  one  and  10/100  Dollars 
($35,071.10)  be  raised  from  tax  levy  and  that  sums  totalling  Fifty  Thou- 
sand Dollars  ($50,000.00)  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  of  the  following: 

One  (1)  New  Carryall  Truck 

One  (1)  New  Truck  G.V.W.  35,000  lbs. 

One  (1)  New  Loader 

and  that  the  Board  of  Public  Works  be,  and  it  hereby  is  authorized 
and  empowered  to  sell,  or  transfer,  or  exchange  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  it  may  determine, 

One  1969  Chevrolet  Carryall  Truck 

One  1963  White  Truck 

One  1971  Bobcat  Loader 

and  the  proceeds  from  such  sales,  exchanges  or  transfers  are  to  be 
appropriated  in  addition  to  aforementioned  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars 
($50,000.00)  for  the  purchase  of  the  aforesaid  equipment  such  sum  to 
be  expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
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ARTICLE  26.  On  motion  of  Alexander  T.  Botka  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($20, 000. C)0)  be  raised  from  the  tax 
levy  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  improving  and 
constructing  facilities  in  the  Parks  and  Playgrounds,  such  sum  to  be 
expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

ARTICLE  27.  On  motion  of  Paul  C.  Dustin  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($20,000.00)  be  raised  from  the  tax 
levy  and  appropriated  for  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
including  consulting  engineering  service,  surveys,  preliminary  plans, 
designs,  final  plans  and  estimates  for  a Master  Drainage  Plan  of  the 
Town,  such  funds  to  be  spent  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works. 

ARTICLE  28.  On  motion  of  Paul  C.  Dustin  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars  ($25,000.00)  be  transferred  from 
Water  Available  Surplus  and  appropriated  for  expenses  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  including  consulting  engineering  services  surveys, 
preliminary  plans,  designs,  final  plans  and  estimates  for  a Comprehensive 
Water  Study  of  the  Town,  such  funds  to  be  spent  by  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

ARTICLE  29.  On  motion  of  Lawrence  R.  Blood  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  upon  written  request  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
to  take  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement  therein  by  eminent  domain  under 
Chapter  Seventy-nine  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  and  Chapter 
822  of  the  Acts  of  1975,  or  acquire  such  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement 
therein  by  purchase  gift  or  otherwise,  for  purposes  of  constructing, 
maintaining,  repairing,  using  and  doing  any  other  and  all  acts  incidental 
to  the  construction  of  an  interceptor  sewer  in  the  City  of  Woburn  and 
the  Town  of  Reading,  said  land  in  Woburn  bounded  and  described  as 
follows: 

Bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Woburn  and  Wilmington  boundary 
line,  on  the  East  by  the  Woburn  and  Reading  boundary  line,  on  the  South 
by  Washington  Street  and  Mishawum  Road  and  on  the  West  by  a rail- 
road track  now  or  formerly  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Corporation, 
and  consisting  of  such  lands  or  easements,  of  two  hundred  feet  in  width, 
more  or  less,  such  as  will  establish  a route  beginning  at  a 36/30  stub 
in  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  interceptor  sewer  located  by 
the  intersection  of  Hall’s  Brook  and  running  by  said  railroad  in  a 
northerly  direction  for  five  hundred  feet  more  or  less  to  a point,  then 
turning  and  running  in  a general  Easterly  direction  through  the  culvert 
No.  43-33  of  Station  174  ±00  on  relocation  base  by  which  the  Aberjona 
River  passes  under  Interstate  Highway  Route  93;  and  thence  continuing 
to  the  Reading  Town  Line  at  Arnold  Avenue;  and  to  make  entry  for 
the  purpose  of  construction  before  all  claims  for  damages  by  reason 
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thereof  have  been  finally  adjusted  or  determined,  and  that  the  sum  of 
Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars  ($15,000.00)  be  transferred  from  the  previously 
appropriated  funds  under  Article  38  of  the  adjourned  Annual  Town 
Meeting  of  May  1974  for  the  cost  of  such  acquisition,  such  sum  to 
be  expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

178  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  30.  On  motion  of  Lawrence  R.  Blood  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  accept  the  layout  as  a Public  Way  of  a Private  Way  known 
as  Norman  Road  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  its  report 
and  plan,  both  of  which  are  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office,  and  adopt 
the  recommendations  contained  therein,  and  that  the  Town  authorize 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  take  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement 
therein  by  eminent  domain,  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise,  and  to  assess 
betterments  therefore,  and  that  the  sum  of  Six  Thousand  Five  Hundred 
Dollars  ($6,500.00)  Dollars  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated 
for  the  purpose. 

178  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3  voted  required) 

ARTICLE  31.  On  motion  of  John  H.  Russell  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  accept  the  layout  as  a Public  Way  of  a Private  Way  know  as  Twin 
Oaks  Road  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  its  report  and 
plan,  both  of  which  are  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  Office,  and  adopt  the 
recommendations  contained  therein,  and  that  the  Town  authorize  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  to  take  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement  therein 
by  eminent  domain,  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise,  and  to  assess  better- 
ments therefor,  and  that  the  sum  of  Seven  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Dollars  ($7,850.00)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated 
for  the  purpose. 

178  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  32.  On  motion  of  Alexander  T.  Botka  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  accept  the  layout  as  a Public  Way  of  a Private  Way  known  as 
Johanna  Drive  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  its  report  and 
plan,  both  of  which  are  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office,  and  adopt  the 
recommendations  contained  therein,  and  that  the  Town  authorize  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  to  take  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement  therein 
by  eminent  domain,  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise,  and  to  assess  better- 
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ments  therefore,  and  that  the  sum  of  Nine  Hundred  and  Eighty  Dollars 
($980.00)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

128  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3  voted  required) 

On  motion  of  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  3 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  it  was  voted  to 
direct  the  Law  Committee  to  immediately  look  into  the  feasibility  of 
acquiring  a full  time  town  counsel  and  legal  secretary,  and  to  report  back 
before  the  conclusion  of  this  current  Town  Meeting. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  J.  Ryan  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  3 on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  J.  Ryan  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting  stand 
adjourned  until  Moday,  May  10,  1976  at  8:00  P.M.,  to  meet  in  Memorial 
High  School  Auditorium. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:55  P.M. 

182  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest.  Lawrence  Drew 
Town  Clerk 


ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium  May  10,  1976 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C.  Latham, 
at  8:00  p.m. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Gregory  McDermott  of  St. 
Athanasius  Church,  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

ARTICLE  33.  On  motion  of  Paul  C.  Dustin  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  accept  the  layout  as  a Public  Way  of  a Private  Way  known  as 
Arrow  Circle  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  its  report 
and  plan,  both  of  which  are  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office,  and  adopt 
the  recommendations  contained  therein,  and  that  the  Town  authorize 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  take  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement 
therein  by  eminent  domain,  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise,  and  to  assess 


betterments  therefore,  and  that  the  sum  of  Six  Hundred  and  Seventy 
($670.00)  Dollars  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for 
the  purpose. 

Voted  unanimously  in  the  affirmative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  34.  On  motion  of  Paul  C.  Dustin  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  accept  the  layout  as  a Public  Way  of  a Private  Way  known  as 
Randell  Road  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  its  report 
and  plan,  both  of  which  are  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office,  and  adopt 
the  recommendations  contained  therein,  and  that  the  Town  authorize 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  take  land  in  fee  or  rights  of  easement 
therein  by  eminent  domain,  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise,  and  to  assess 
betterments  therefore,  and  that  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  One  Hundred 
and  Ten  Dollars  ($1,1 10.00)  be  raised  from  the  tax.levy  and  appropriated 
for  the  purpose. 

Voted  unanimously  in  the  affirmative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

On  motion  of  Malcolm  E.  Reed  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  3 from 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Malcolm  E.  Reed  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  of  Reading  Meeting  Members  instruct  the  Town  Clerk  to  dispatch 
a letter  to  the  State  Representative  of  the  32nd  Middlesex  District, 
Nils  L.  Nordberg,  and  to  the  Senator  for  the  first  Essex  and  Middlesex 
District,  William  L.  Saltonstall,  to  convey  the  following  message: 

The  Town  Meeting  Members  of  the  Town  of  Reading  strongly  urge 
you  to  initiate  appropriate  legislation  and  to  support  any  legislation 
which  will  allow  this  town  to  control  its  own  affairs  and  specifically  to 
allow  the  state  law  which  requires  Massachusetts  towns  to  submit  to  final 
and  binding  arbitration  the  negotiations  of  union  contracts  to  expire 
when  the  present  law  terminates  on  June  30,  1977. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  3 on 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  authorize  the  School 
Committee  to  sell  or  exchange  upon  such  terms  or  conditions  as  it  may 
determine  the  1972  Ford  Station  Wagon  now  in  the  School  Department 
and  to  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  by  borrowing  or  from  the 
tax  levy  or  transfer  from  available  funds  or  otherwise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  a new  12  passenger  van  type  vehicle  or  what  it  will 
do  in  relations  thereto. 
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On  motion  of  Nancy  E.  Elgart  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be  indef- 
initely postponed. 

ARTICLE  36.  On  motion  of  Robert  I.  Nordstrand  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($1,500.00)  be  raised 
from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  publishing  for  general  circulation 
the  Board  of  Assessors  1976  valuation  list  for  real  estate  in  compliance 
with  Article  XIII,  Section  4 of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
such  sum  to  be  expanded  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Assessors. 

On  motion  of  Maureen  T.  O’Brien  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 
form  the  table. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Maureen  T.  O’Brien, 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board: 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  40A,  Section  5,  of  the  General  Laws, 
a Public  Hearing  was  held  on  Tuesday,  April  20,  1976  at  7:30  P.M.  in 
the  Auditorium  of  the  Community  Center,  regarding  a proposed  change 
in  the  Zoning  of  Jacob  Way,  Lots  5 and  17  to  Business  C. 

The  Hearing  was  orderly  although  poorly  attended  by  only  13  people. 
All  those  in  attendance  lived  in  the  area  of  the  proposed  rezoning  and 
were  not  in  favor  of  the  proposal.  The  Planning  Board  recognizes  the 
concerns  of  the  abutters.  However,  the  Planning  Board  does  recommend 
this  Zoning  change  because  it  is  the  logical  extension  of  Business  C. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Maureen  T.  O’Brien,  Chairman 
George  V.  Hines,  Clerk 
Curt  E.  Nitzsche 
Joseph  C.  Sturm 
Charles  J.  Keller 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 
on  the  table. 

ARTICLE  37.  William  H.  Diamond  moved  that  the  Zoning  By-Laws 
and  Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of  Reading  be  amended  by  extending 
the  Business  C Zone  on  Jacob  Way  to  include  the  following  described 
parcels  of  land: 

The  land  in  Reading,  Middlesex  County,  Massachusetts,  being  shown 
as  Lots  5 and  17  on  a plan  entitled  “Plan  of  Lots  in  Reading,  Mass, 
belonging  to  Donald  F.  Johnston  and  Nancy  A.  Johnston”,  dated 
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February,  1975,  W.E.  MacBrien,  Reg.  Surveyor,  and  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

SOUTHEASTERLY  by  Jacob  Way  in  two  courses  measuring  respect- 
ively seventy  (70)  feet,  and  eighty  and  98/100  (80.98)  feet; 

WESTERLY  by  land  of  Addison-Wesley  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  as 
shown  on  said  plan,  one  hundred  eighty  (180)  feet; 

NORTHEASTERLY  by  land  of  Carl  R.  Carlson,  as  shown  on  said 
plan,  eighty  and  56/100  (80.56)  feet; 

NORTHERLY  by  land  of  Charles  N.  Chase,  as  shown  on  said  plan, 
sixty-nine  and  82/100  (69.82)  feet;  and 

EASTERLY  by  land  of  Redstone  Realty  Trust,  as  shown  on  said  plan, 
one  hundred  sixty  ( 1 60)  feet. 

Containing  together  25,204  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  according 
to  said  plan. 

This  motion  did  not  pass. 

22  voted  in  the  affirmative 
137  voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  38.  On  motion  of  John  H.  Crooker  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  is  hereby  authorized  to  become  a member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Municipal  Wholesale  Electric  Company  under  Chapter  775  of  the  Acts 
of  1975. 

ARTICLE  39.  On  motion  of  John  H.  Crooker  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  vote  to  rescind  the  vote  adopted  under  Article  1 of  the  warrant  for 
the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  September  24,  1973  dealing  with  the 
construction  of  a new  substation  and  other  facilities,  since  no  action  has 
been  taken  in  reliance  upon  that  vote. 

159  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  40.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  regarding  the 
installation  of  additional  street  lights  on  the  public  streets  during  the 
fiscal  year  1977  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Crooker  it  was  voted  that  the  subject  matter 
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of  Article  40  be  referred  to  the  Municipal  Light  Board,  and  that  said 
Board  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  install  such  additional  street 
lights  as  in  its  judgement  are  required  and  to  make  such  changes  in  the 
size,  type  and  location  of  existing  street  lights  as  it  may  deem  advisable, 
the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  paid  from  the  income  of  the  Plant. 

ARTICLE  41.  On  motion  of  Duane  B.  Heineck  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  Twelve  Thousand  Eight 
Hundred  Dollars  ($12,800.00)  for  the  purpose  of  operating  a youth 
program  and/or  youth  center  at  the  Reading  Community  Center  under 
the  direction  of  the  Recreation  Committee. 

ARTICLE  42.  On  motion  of  Benjamin  E.  Nichols  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  vote  to  acquire  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  gift  or  other- 
wise, the  land  bounded  and  described  below  for  the  Town  Forest  under 
Chapter  45,  Section  19  of  the  General  Laws,  and  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  from  funds  in  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  Nine  Thousand 
Dollars  ($9,000.00)  for  the  cost  of  such  acquisition,  such  sum  to  be 
transferred  from  the  “Sale  of  Real  Estate’’  Account  for  such  purpose; 
the  land  being  shown  on  a “Plan  of  land  in  Reading,  Mass.,  Scale  1”  = 
60’,  April  26,  1976  Hayes  Engineering,  Inc.,  828  Lynn  Fells  Parkway, 
Melrose,Mass.’’  being  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a stone  bound  at  the  south  easterly  corner  of  the  granted 
premises  at  land  of  Harry  K.  Kurchian  and  land  of  Town  of  Reading, 
formerly  of  Ernest  T.  Wakefield. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  N 74°-44’-02’’  W.  779.00’  by  land  of  said 
Town,  formerly  of  said  Wakefield  to  the  meadow. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  N 13  °-46’-38’’E.  105.10’  by  other  land  of  the 
Town  of  Reading  and  said  meadow. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  N 05 °-l l’-58’’E.  67.27’  by  said  Town  and 
meadow. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  N 19°-19’-42’’E.  102.32’  by  said  Town  and 
meadow. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  N 22°-45’-58’’E.  77.43’  by  said  Town  and 
meadow. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  N 36°-08’-03’’E.  149.82’  by  said  Town  and 
meadow  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Alonzo  P.  MacMillen. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  S 77°-19’-30”E.  356.56’  by  siad  MacMillen  to 
an  angle. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  S 77°-39’-54’’E  337.48  by  said  MacMillen  to 
land  of  said  Harry  K. Kurchian  and  an  iron  pipe  in  stones. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  S 12°-37’-26”W.  180.28’  by  land  of  said  Kurchian 
to  an  iron  pipe  in  stones. 
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Thence,  the  line  runs  S 10°-08’-47”  W.  173.07’  by  land  of  said  Kurchian 
to  an  iron  pipe  in  stones. 

Thence,  the  line  runs  S 13°-19’-53”W.  171.24’  by  land  of  said  Kurchian 
to  a stone  bound  at  the  point  of  beginning. 

Containing  8.827  acres,  according  to  said  plan  and  being  the  same 
appearing  on  Assessors  Plat  No.  221  as  Lots  4,  5 and  6. 

139  voted  in  the  affirmative 
17  voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  43.  James  R.  Boucher  moved  that  the  Town  acquire  the 
following  described  land  by  purchase,  right  of  eminent  domain,  deed 
of  gift,  or  otherwise  for  Conservation  purposes  under  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as  amended,  and  that  the  Town  raise  from  the 
tax  levy  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and  Five  Dollars  and 
fifty-two  cents  ($2,305.52)  and  that  the  Town  transfer  the  sum  of  One 
Thousand  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-Four  Dollars  and  forty-eight  cents 
($1,194.48)  from  funds  previously  appropriated  under  the  following 
articles: 


Article  27  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  17,  1973  $ 178.25 

Article  28  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  17,  1973  12.94 

Article  13  - Special  Town  Meeting,  September  24,  1973  1 .00 

Article  53  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  21 , 1974  250.00 

Article  54  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  21 , 1974  552.29 

Article  56  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  21 , 1974  200.00 


and  that  said  sums  totalling  Three  Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($3,500.00) 
Dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  such  acquisition: 

That  parcel  of  land  on  Haverhill  Street  bounded  and  described  as 
follows: 

Beginning  at  a point  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Haverhill  Street  at  the 
Northwesterly  comer  of  land  of  Patrick  M.  Procipio  at  the  Southwesterly 
corner  of  the  premises. 

Thence  by  said  Haverhill  Street  Northerly  on  an  arc  a distance  of  310 
feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  Albert  W.  and  Pearl  E.  Malphrus; 

Thence  by  said  Albert  W.  and  Pearl  E.  Malphrus  land  Easterly  a 
distance  of  7 1 6 feet,  more  or  less; 

Thence  by  said  Albert  W.  and  Pearl  W.  Malphrus  land  Northerly  a 
distance  of  85  feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  Francis  M.  and  Mary  L. 
McDermott; 
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Highway  - Route  128  at  the  Southeasterly  corner  of  the  premises; 

Thence  by  said  Circumferential  Highway  - Route  128  Westerly  on  an 
arc  a distance  of  250  feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  Mary  S.  and  Norman 
H.  Jewett; 

Thence  by  said  Mary  S.  and  Norman  H.  Jewett  land  Northerly  a 
distance  of  51  feet,  more  or  less; 

Thence  by  said  Mary  S.  and  Norman  H.  Jewett  land  Easterly  a distance 
of  1 16  feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  William  J.  and  Elizabeth  Butt; 

Thence  by  said  William  J.  and  Elizabeth  Butt  land  Easterly  a distance 
of  134.78  feet,  more  or  less; 

Thence  by  said  William  J.  and  Elizabeth  Butt  land  Southerly  a distance 
of  25  feet,  more  or  less,  to  the  Circumferential  Highway  - Route  128 
at  the  point  of  beginning. 

Containing  about  9,550  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  and  being 
shown  as  Lot  #33  on  Assessor’s  Plat  #3  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

On  motion  of  George  A.  Theophanis  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ARTICLE  46.  On  motion  of  Nancy  Wilson  Anderson  it  was  voted 
that  the  Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy,  and  appropriate  from  the  tax  levy, 
the  sum  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($5,000.00)  for  the  Conservation 
Fund  for  conservation  purposes  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as  amended. 

ARTICLE  47.  On  motion  of  Nancy  Wilson  Anderson  it  was  voted 
that  the  Town  grant  to  New  England  Power  Company,  an  electric 
company  organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
an  easement  for  the  construction,  maintenance  and  operation  of  towers, 
poles  and  wires  for  the  transmission  of  electricity  over,  across  and 
upon  certain  portions  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Reading  held  by  it  for 
conservation  purposes.  Said  land  in  the  easement  area  consists  of  two 
certain  parcels  of  land. 

The  first  parcel  of  land  contains  1 .8  acres  of  land  more  or  less  and  is 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeasterly  corner  of  said  parcel  at  a point  on 
the  division  line  between  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading  and  land  of  the 
Town  of  North  Reading,  said  point  also  being  on  the  Reading-North 
Reading  Town  Line; 

Thence  running  in  a southeasterly  direction  by  said  land  of  the  Town 
of  Reading,  210  feet  more  or  less  to  land  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts; 

Thence  running  in  a general  westerly  direction  by  said  land  of  the 
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Thence  by  said  Francis  M.  and  Mary  L.  McDermott  land  Northerly 
a distance  of  40  feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading; 

Thence  by  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading  Easterly  a distance  of  74.25 
feet,  more  or  less; 

Thence  by  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading  Southerly  a distance  of  146.50 
feet,  more  or  less; 

Thence  by  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading  still  Southerly  a distance  of 
288.91  feet,  more  or  less,  to  land  of  said  Patrick  M.  Procopio; 

Thence  by  said  Patrick  M.  Procopio  land  Westerly  a distance  of  277.72 
feet,  more  or  less; 

Thence  by  said  Patrick  M.  Procopio  land  still  Westerly  a distance  of 
549.65  feet,  more  or  less,  to  Haverhill  Street  at  the  point  of  beginning. 

Containing  about  6.5  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  and  being  shown 
as  Lot  #1  on  Assessor’s  Plat  #214  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

This  motion  did  not  pass. 

27  Voted  in  the  affirmative 
126  voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  44.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  acquire  by  purchase, 
right  of  eminent  domain,  deed  of  gift,  or  otherwise  for  conservation 
purposes  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as  amended,  the 
following  described  parcel  of  land  and  to  see  what  sum  the  Town  will 
raise  from  the  tax  levy,  by  borrowing  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
or  otherwise  and  appropriate  for  acquisition  of  said  parcel  described  as 
follows: 

The  parcel  of  land  lying  Westerly  from  Street  and  shown  as  Lot  No. 
11  on  the  Assessor’s  Plat  No.  96  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  containing 
17.74  acres  more  or  less. 

On  motiop  of  James  R.  Boucher  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ARTICLE  45.  Lynn  G.  Stasz  moved  that  the  Town  acquire  the 
following  described  land  by  purchase,  right  of  eminent  domain,  deed 
of  gift,  or  otherwise  for  Conservation  purposes  under  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as  amended,  and  that  a gift  of  Two  Hundred 
Dollars  ($200.00)  from  the  Reading  Greenbelt  Association  be  accepted 
with  the  gratitude  of  the  Town  and  be  appropriated  for  this  acquisition: 

That  parcel  of  land  off  Curtis  Street  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a point  on  the  Northerly  side  of  the  Circumferential 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  480  feet  more  or  less  to  a point  at 
land  of  the  Town  of  Reading; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  northwesterly  direction  by 
said  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  440  feet  more  or  less  to  a point  at 
land  of  the  Town  of  North  Reading,  said  point  also  being  on  the  Reading- 
North  Reading  Town  Line; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  easterly  direction  by  said 
land  of  the  Town  of  North  Reading,  by  land  of  New  England  Power 
Company,  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  owners  unknown  and  by  other  land 
of  the  Town  of  North  Reading,  700  feet  more  or  less  to  the  point  - said 
last  course  and  distance  also  being  by  the  Reading-North  Reading  Town 
Line. 

The  second  parcel  of  land  contains  1.5  acres  of  land  more  or  less  and 
is  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeasterly  corner  of  said  parcel  at  a point  on  the 
division  line  between  land  of  the  New  England  Power  Company  and 
land  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts; 

Thence  running  in  a general  southerly  direction  by  said  land  of  New 
England  Power  Company,  280  feet  more  or  less  to  a point  of  the  Town 
of  Reading; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  westerly  direction  by  said 
land  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  580  feet  more  or  less  to  a point  at  land 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  easterly  direction  by  said  land 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  460  feet  more  or  less  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

And  that  the  Town  authorize,  empower  and  direct  the  Selectmen  upon 
written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  to  execute,  acknow- 
ledge and  deliver  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  said  Town  such  deeds  or 
other  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  in  connection  there- 
with; such  deeds  or  other  instruments  to  be  in  such  form  and  upon  such 
terms  as  the  Selectmen  and  the  Conservation  Commission  may  deem 
proper,  and  that  the  Town  request  the  General  Court  to  adopt  such 
legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  vote,  or 
take  any  other  action  with  respect  thereto. 

153  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 
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ARTICLE  48.  On  motion  of  James  R.  Boucher  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  grant  to  New  England  Power  Company,  an  electric  company 
organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  an  ease- 
ment for  the  construction,  maintenance  and  operation  of  towers,  poles 
and  wires,  for  the  transmission  of  electricity  over,  across  and  upon  a 
certain  portion  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Reading  held  by  it  for  conservation 
purposes.  Said  land  in  the  easement  area  consists  of  a certain  parcel  of 
land  containing  0.30  acres  of  land  more  or  less  and  is  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeasterly  corner  of  said  parcel  at  a point  on  the 
division  line  between  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading  and  land  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  said  point  also  being  on  the  Reading- 
North  Reading  Town  line; 

Thence  running  in  a general  southerly  direction  by  said  land  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  57  feet  more  or  less  to  a cedar  post; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  westerly  direction  by  said 
land  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  90  feet  more  or  less  to 
a point  at  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  northwesterly  direction  by 
said  land  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  210  feet  more  or  less  to  a point  at  land 
of  the  Town  of  North  Reading,  said  point  also  being  on  the  Reading- 
North  Reading  Town  Line; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a general  easterly  direction  by  said 
land  of  the  Town  of  North  Reading,  280  feet  more  or  less  to  the  point 
of  beginning  - said  last  course  and  distance  also  being  by  the  Reading- 
North  Reading  Town  Line; 

And  that  the  Town  authorize,  empower  and  direct  the  Selectmen 
upon  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission  to  execute,  ack- 
nowledge and  deliver  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  said  Town  such 
deeds  or  other  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  in  connection 
therewith;  such  deeds  or  other  instruments  to  be  in  such  form  and 
upon  such  terms  as  the  Selectmen  and  the  Conservation  Commission 
may  deem  proper,  and  that  the  Town  request  the  General  Court  to 
adopt  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of 
this  vote,  or  take  any  other  action  with  respect  thereto. 

138  voted  in  the  affirmative 
2 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 


141 


ARTICLE  49.  On  motion  of  Clifford  P.  Wadman  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  raise  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thou- 
sands Six  Hundred  Dollars  ($1,600.00)  for  salaries,  maintenance  and 
care  of  Veterans’  Graves. 

ARTICLE  50.  On  motion  of  Clifford  P.  Wadman  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  rescind  action  taken  under  Article  6 of  the  Special  Town  Meet- 
ing held  on  November  30,  1936. 

140  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  51.  On  motion  of  Clifford  P.  Wadman  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($25,000.00)  be  appropriated 
from  the  tax  levy  and  that  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($5,000.00)  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Cemetery  Reserve  Fund,  said  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand 
Dollars  ($30,000.00)  to  be  expended  for  the  continued  development  of 
Forest  Glen  and  Charles  Street  Cemeteries,  including  site  clearing,  the 
construction  of  drainage,  the  extension  of  the  road  systems,  the  water 
systems  and  the  preparation  of  lots  for  sale,  such  sums  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  52.  On  motion  of  Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  to  sell  or  exchange 
or  otherwise  dispose  of,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may 
determine,  one  dump  truck  in  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department,  and 
the  sum  of  Eight  Thousand  Two  Hundred  Twenty-Five  Dollars  ($8,225.00) 
be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  together  with  the  receipts, 
if  any,  from  the  sale,  exchange  or  disposal  of  the  dump  truck  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  a One  Ton  Four  Wheel  Drive  Hydraulic  Lift 
Dump  Truck  for  the  Cemetery  Department. 

ARTICLE  53.  On  motion  of  Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  to  sell  or  exchange 
or  otherwise  dispose  of,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may 
determine,  one  mower  in  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department,  and 
that  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars  ($2,000.00)  be  raised  from  the 
tax  levy  and  appropriated  together  with  the  receipts,  if  any,  from  the 
sale,  exchange  or  disposal  of  the  mower  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
one  70”  Trip;  ex  Mower  for  the  Cemetery  Department. 

ARTICLE  54.  On  motion  of  Clifford  P.  Wadman  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  authorize,  empower  and  instruct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on 
the  written  request  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  to  convey  to 
Arthur  L.  Maguire  of  33  Highland  Street,  a strip  of  land  now  part  of 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  adjacent  to  the  common  line;  area  of  said  strip 
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being  about  212  square  feet  more  or  less  and  shown  on  a plan  of  land 
entitled  “Revision  of  Property  Line  in  Reading,  Massachusetts,  dated 
February,  1976”,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  town. 

140  voted  in  the  affirmative 
0 voted  in  the  negative 
(2/3rds  vote  required) 

ARTICLE  55.  Clifford  P.  Wadman  moved  that  the  Town  Treasurer 
through  the  Investment  Committee  be  instructed  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  re-invest  30%  of  the  yearly  interest  of  the  principals  of  the  Forest 
Glen  and  Laurel  Hill  Cemeteries  bequest  funds;  said  authorization  to 
run  for  a period  of  ten  years  unless  otherwise  terminated  by  Town 
Meeting  action. 

On  motion  of  Malcolm  E.  Reed  it  was  voted  that  this  article  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting 
stand  adjourned  until  Monday,  May  17,  1976  at  8:00  P.M.,  to  meet 
in  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:59  P.M. 

177  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest: 

Lawrence  Drew 
Town  Clerk 
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ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Reading  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium  May  17,  1976 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C. 
Latham,  at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Rabbi  Mordecai  Y.  Scharf  of  Temple 
Emmanuel  in  Wakefield,  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
Flag. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  James  J.  Sullivan, 
Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Law  Committee: 

The  Law  Committee  has,  at  the  request  of  this  body  and  as  part  of 
its  annual  deliberations,  reexamined  the  feasibility  of  an  in  house  counsel 
with  secretary  versus  the  corporate  concept. 

Needless  to  say,  times  have  changed  and  continue  to  change  at  a rapid 
pace.  Today’s  exposures  and  penalties  of  error  and  or  omission  are 
greater  than  ever.  The  legal  needs  of  our  School  Department,  Board 
of  Public  Works,  Assessors,  Building  Inspector,  Conservation  and 
General  Government  require  counsel  with  expertise  in  many  areas  of  law. 

Indications  are  that  no  one  person,  at  rates  we  could  afford,  can 
provide  the  town  with  this  expertise,  nor  be  in  several  places  at  one  time, 
which  is  occasionally  required.  Time  and  time  again  he  or  she  would  be 
required  to  consult  with  experts  outside  their  own  specialty  at  substantial 
costs  to  the  town,  and,  possibly,  delays;  or  perhaps  expose  the  town  to 
unnecessary  risk  by  not  seeking  expert  advise  in  those  many  gray  areas 
because  it  may  not  be  handy  or  in  an  effort  to  keep  the  costs  down. 

Law,  like  the  medical  profession,  has  become  so  complex  that  numerous 
specialty  fields  have  been  generated  to  insure  the  highest  level  of  com- 
petence for  the  client’s  protection. 

After  much  discussion  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Committee  that 
while  the  Town  could  engage  a full  time  counsel  and  secretary  that  the 
budget  required  to  meet  these  expenditures  plus  the  additional  sum 
required  for  outside  counsel  would  equal  or  exceed  our  present  costs 
with  no  benefit  to  the  Town  and  therefore  is  not  considered  feasible 
at  this  time. 
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This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  made  an  oral  report  pertaining 
to  negotiations  with  the  Fire  Department,  Police  Department  and 
Public  Works  as  per  request  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.,  under  Article  2 on 
May  6,  1976. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Nancy  E.  Elgart, 
Chairperson  of  the  Reading  School  Committee,  pertaining  to  negotiations 
as  per  request  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.,  under  Article  2 on  May  6,  1976. 

Question  #1.  Name  of  person  or  persons  representing  the  Town  in 
the  negotiations. 

Answer:  Allan  Drachman,  Atty.  with  the  law  firm  Holtz  & Drachman, 
185  Devonshire  Street,  Boston. 

Question  #2.  Date  when  negotiations  commenced. 

Answer:  Formal  negotiations  commenced  on  November  6th.  On 
September  4,  10,  and  17th  a Task  Force  made  up  of  School  Committee 
Members  and  Administration  met  to  plan  strategy  for  the  formal 
sessions.  The  “Straw  Man’’  of  this  Task  Force  was  discussed  with  the 
entire  School  Committee  on  September  21st.  A meeting  was  then  held 
with  Mr.  Allan  Drachman  on  October  27,  1975. 

Question#3.  Number  of  negotiating  sessions  held  to  date. 

Answer:  Thirteen  (13)  sessions  total  - the  first  on  November  6 - 
tentative  agreement  reached  on  April  21  in  a mediation  session,  and  a 
final  session  to  clear  up  minor  details  on  Wednesday,  April  28th. 

Question  #4.  Date  of  last  negotiation  session. 

Answer:  April  28,  1976. 

Question  #5.  Current  status  of  negotiations. 

Answer:  Both  parties  have  voted  ratification  of  a 2-year  contract  - 
September  1,  1976  to  August  31,  1978.  The  contract  is  now  being  prepared 
for  the  official  signing  by  officials  of  the  Reading  Teachers’  Association 
and  the  Reading  School  Committee. 

Question  #6.  If  negotiations  have  not  been  completed,  the  demands 
made  by  the  Union. 
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Answer:  Does  not  apply  to  Teachers. 

Question  #7.  The  percentage  increase  in  salaries  under  the  current 
contract  as  compared  with  the  previous  contract. 

Answer:  5%  1976-1977  - 6%  1977-1978 

Question  #8.  All  fringe  benefits  presently  in  effect. 

Answer:  Article  XI  - Sick  Leave 

A.  Teachers  will  be  entitled  to  fifteen  (15)  days  of  sick  leave  for 
personal  illness  or  illness  in  the  employee’s  household  each  school  year, 
effective  the  first  official  day  of  said  school  year.  Unused  sick  leave 
may  be  accumulated  from  year  to  year  to  a total  of  150  days.  The 
total  number  of  accrued  days  of  sick  leave  will  be  reported  to  each 
teacher  by  October  1 . 

B.  Any  teacher  who  has  been  absent  because  of  illness  for  ten  (10) 
consecutive  school  days  shall  return  to  his  duties  only  with  the  approval 
of  the  Superintendent  or  his  designee,  and  after  presentation  of  a 
certificate  from  his  attending  physician  indicating  satisfactory  recovery 
and  ability  to  perform  his  duties.  A teacher  who  has  been  absent  five 
(5)  consecutive  school  days  may  be  required  to  present  such  a certificate. 

C.  Sick  leave  benefits  shall  be  voided  upon  date  or  resignation  and 
no  payments  shall  be  made  for  unused  days  of  sick  leave. 

D.  Sick  Leave  Bank:  The  Committee  agrees  to  assist  the  Association 
in  maintaining  a sick  leave  “bank”,  to  be  used  only  in  cases  of  personal 
illness. 

1.  The  Association  will,  by  October  1 of  each  year,  notify  the 
Superintendent’s  office  of  the  names  of  those  teachers  who  wish  to 
participate  in  the  bank  so  that  one  day  of  the  annual  sick  leave  of 
those  teachers  can  be  subtracted  and  credited  to  the  “bank”  account. 

2.  The  Association,  through  its  president,  shall  establish  its  own 
administrative  regulations  for  deciding  membership  reguirements, 
for  deciding  who  shall  receive  sick  leave  “bank”  benefits,  and  for 
explaining  the  operation  of  the  “bank”  to  its  membership.  In  cases 
where  confusion  between  salary  deductions  and  sick  “bank”  benefits 
arises,  the  Association  shall  be  responsible  for  gaining  clarification. 

3.  The  President  of  the  Association  shall  notify  the  Superintendent’s 
office  when  credits  from  the  “bank”  are  to  be  awarded  by  listing 
in  writing  the  names  of  the  teachers  and  the  amount  of  days  for 
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which  salary  days  should  be  paid  from  the  “bank”  to  the  teacher. 

4.  All  sick  bank  days  in  excess  of  200,  not  used  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year  shall  expire. 

ARTICLE  XII  TEMPORARY  LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITH  PAY 

Teachers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  following  temporary,  non-accumulative 
leaves  of  absence  with  pay  each  year. 

A.  PERSONAL  LEAVE 

Recognizing  that  occasional^  there  arises  an  unusual  situation 
necessitating  the  unexpected  absence  of  a teacher  for  personal  reasons, 
the  parties  hereby  agree  to  the  following: 

1 . A personal  leave  day  is  designed  for  personal  matters  that  normally 
cannot  be  accomplished  outside  regular  school  hours  and  normally 
shall  not  be  taken  on  the  day  immediately  preceding  or  following 
vacations,  holidays  or  long  weekends.  The  parties  agree  that  such 
leave  must  be  taken  for  important  personal  or  business  reasons  and 
not  as  vacations  or  recreation.  Personal  days  will  not  be  taken  or 
granted  for  travel  time  in  connection  with  a vacation,  holiday  or 
weekend. 

2.  Each  teacher  may  be  granted  not  more  than  two  (2)  personal  days 
with  pay  per  school  year.  The  first  such  day  shall  be  granted  by  the 
principal  without  a reason  being  stated  upon  at  least  48  hours’ 
notice  unless  an  emergency  situation  precludes  such  notice  being 
given.  The  second  such  day  may  be  granted  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Superintendent  or  his  designee.  A request  for  such  day  shall  be  sub- 
mitted in  writing  at  least  48  hours  in  advance  unless  an  emergency 
situation  precludes  giving  such  advance  notice,  in  which  case  the 
request  with  the  accompanying  reason  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Superintendent  as  soon  as  possible  after  such  leave. 

3.  In  the  event  that  it  is  necessary  to  utilize  a personal  day  immediately 
preceding  or  following  a vacation,  holiday  or  long  weekend,  such 
day  may  be  granted  in  the  manner  provided  for  the  second  day  re- 
quiring the  reasons  and  the  Superintendent’s  approval.  In  such  event 
the  teacher  retains  the  first  personal  day  to  be  granted  by  the  principal 
without  reason  required  unless  previously  utilized  except  as  provided 
above. 

4.  In  the  event  the  Committee  has  valid  reason  to  believe  that  a per- 
sonal day  had  been  taken  for  a reason  inconsistent  with  the  above 
provision,  the  Committee  reserves  the  right  to  deny  pay  or  take  other 
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appropriate  action  for  that  day,  and  the  individual  and/or  Associa- 
tion reserves  the  right  to  file  a grievance. 

B.  DEATH  IN  THE  IMMEDIATE  FAMILY 

In  case  of  a death  in  the  immediate  family  of  a teacher,  such  teacher 
shall  be  granted  up  to  three  days’  leave  with  pay  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing the  funeral  and/or  to  attend  to  family  or  personal  matters  arising  as 
a result  of  such  death.  The  term  “immediate  family’’  shall  include  only 
the  teacher’s  spouse,  child,  mother,  father,  brother,  sister,  mother-in-law, 
father-in-law,  or  relative  living  in  the  employee’s  household.  Other 
relatives  may  be  included  in  this  category  at  the  discretion  of  the  Super- 
intendent or  his  designee.  Additional  days  off  with  pay  may  be  granted 
for  such  purpose  in  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent. 

C.  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Time  necessary  for  appearance  in  any  legal  proceeding  connected  with 
the  teacher’s  employment  or  with  the  school  system  will  be  allowed  if 
the  teacher  is  legally  required  to  attend. 

D.  OTHER  LEAVES  UNDER  THIS  ARTICLE 

Temporary  leaves  of  absence  with  pay  for  reasons  other  than  those 
listed  above  may  be  granted  for  good  reason  by  the  Committee  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent. 

ARTICLE  XIV  EXTENDED  LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE  WITHOUT  PAY 

A.  ASSOCIATION  LEAVE: 

The  Committee  agrees  that  one  teacher  designated  by  the  Association 
may  be  granted,  upon  request  normally  by  April  1 of  the  prior  school 
year,  a leave-of-absence  for  a full  school  year  without  pay,  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  in  State  or  National  Association  Activities.  Upon 
return  from  such  leave,  a teacher  will  be  considered  as  if  he  were  actively 
employed  by  the  Commitee  during  the  leave  and  will  be  placed  on  the 
salary  schedule  at  the  level  he  would  have  achieved  if  he  had  not  been 
absent. 

B.  EXCHANGE  TEACHER  OR  ACTION  PROGRAM  LEAVE: 

A leave-of-absence  without  pay  of  up  to  two  years  may  be  granted, 
upon  request  by  April  1 of  the  prior  school  year,  to  any  teacher  on  tenure 
who  joins  an  action  program  as  a teacher  or  serves  as  an  exchange 
teacher,  and  is  a full-time  participant  for  the  duration  of  the  leave-of- 
absence  in  either  program.  Upon  return  from  such  leave,  a teacher  will 
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be  considered  as  if  he  were  actively  employed  by  the  Committee  during 
the  leave  and  will  be  placed  on  the  salary  at  the  level  he  would  have 
achieved  if  he  had  not  been  absent.  Notice  of  intent  to  return  must  be 
given  by  the  teacher  by  April  1 of  the  school  year  preceding  the  year  of 
return. 

D.  CHILD— REARING  LEAVE: 

A teacher  on  tenure  may  be  granted  child-rearing  leave,  without  pay 
or  increment,  for  a period  of  up  to  two  (2)  years.  Return  to  service 
normally  will  be  at  the  beginning  of  a school  year  unless  otherwise 
requested  by  the  Superintendent.  Notice  of  intent  to  return  must  be  given 
by  the  teacher  by  April  1 of  the  school  year  preceding  the  year  of  return. 
Failure  to  submit  timely  notice  may  be  treated  by  the  committee  in  its 
discretion  as  a voluntary  resignation.  All  requests  for  such  leave  are  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Superintendent  not  less  than  30  days  before  said 
leave  commences. 

E.  FAMILY  SICKNESS: 

Leave-of-absence  without  pay  of  up  to  one  year  may  be  granted  for 
the  purpose  of  caring  for  such  a member  of  a teacher’s  immediate  family 
as  defined  in  Article  XII,  Section  B.  In  the  event  the  teacher  taking  such 
leave  works  more  than  half  of  the  school  year  in  the  year  in  which 
such  leave  is  granted,  said  teacher  will  be  eligible  for  an  increment. 

F.  PERSONAL  HEALTH: 

After  four  (4)  years  of  continuous  employment  in  the  Reading  School 
System,  a teacher  may  be  granted  a leave-of-absence,  without  pay  or 
increments,  for  up  to  one  full  year  for  personal  health  reasons.  Requests 
for  such  leave  will  be  supported  by  appropriate  medical  evidence. 

G.  EDUCATIONAL  LEAVE: 

A teacher  in  the  Reading  School  System  may  apply  for  and,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Superintendent,  may  be  granted  a leave-of-absence 
without  pay  for  educational  purposes.  Normally  such  leave-of-absence 
will  be  granted  only  to  tenure  teachers.  Application  for  Educational 
Leave  must  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  no 
later  than  April  15  of  the  year  preceding  the  school  year  for  which 
leave  is  requested.  The  application  must  be  accompanied  by  a detailed 
statement  of  plans  for  spending  the  leave.  Notification  of  action  on  such 
requests  shall  be  given  in  writing  to  each  applicant  by  May  15  of  the 
year  preceding  the  school  year  for  which  leave  is  requested. 
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H.  OTHER  LEAVES-OF-ABSENCE: 


Other  leaves-of-absence  without  pay  may  be  granted  by  the  Committee. 


ARTICLE  XV.  SABBATICAL  LEAVE 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent,  a Sabbatical  Leave  may 
be  granted  to  a member  of  the  teaching  staff  by  the  Committee  subject 
to  the  following  conditions. 

A.  Sabbatical  Leave  is  to  be  granted  as  a form  of  recognition  of  notable 
service  as  a teacher. 

B.  The  applicant  has  completed  at  least  seven  (7)  consecutive,  full 
school  years  of  service  in  the  Reading  School  System,  at  the  time  leave 
commences. 

C.  No  more  than  three  (3)  members  of  the  teaching  staff  may  be  absent 
on  Sabbatical  Leave  at  any  one  time,  and  such  leave  shall  be  granted  only 
when  the  condition  of  the  department  or  area  of  teaching  of  the  teacher 
in  question  is  such  that  the  teacher’s  absence  will  not  seriously  impair 
the  interests  of  the  Reading  School  System. 

D.  Application  for  Sabbatical  Leave  must  be  made  in  writing  to  the 
Superintendent  of  schools  not  later  than  November  15  of  the  year 
preceding  the  year  for  which  leave  is  requested.  The  application  must 
contain  recommendations  of  the  teacher’s  supervisors  and  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a detailed  statement  of  plans  for  spending  the  leave  in 
a manner  clearly  calculated  to  contribute  to  the  professional  advantage 
of  the  candidate  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Reading  School  System. 
Notification  of  action  on  such  applications  shall  be  given  in  writing  to 
each  applicant  by  April  1 of  the  year  preceding  the  year  for  which  is 
requested. 

E.  Upon  return  from  such  leave,  a written  report  of  activities  during 
the  leave  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Superintendent. 

F.  Teachers  on  Sabbatical  Leave  will  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  full  pay 
for  a half-year’s  leave,  or  half-pay  for  a full  year’s  leave,  provided  that 
such  pay  when  added  to  any  program  grant  will  not  exceed  the  teacher’s 
regular  salary  rate.  Normal  increments  and  other  benefits  will  also  be 
guaranteed. 

G.  Teachers  will  agree  in  writing  to  return  to  employment  in  the 
Reading  School  System  for  one  full  year  in  the  event  of  a half  school 
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year’s  leave  or  two  full  years  in  the  event  of  a full  school  year’s  leave. 
Failure  to  fulfill  this  agreement  shall  result  in  return  to  Reading  all 
monies  paid  during  the  Sabbatical  Leave  in  accordance  with  provisions 
of  Chapter  71,  Section  41 A of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  unless 
such  failure  is  a result  of  such  teacher’s  death  or  permanent  disability. 

ARTICLE  XX  GENERAL 

F.  There  shall  be  ten  (10)  person-days  available  for  the  Association 
business,  conference,  legislative  hearings,  and  conventions.  The  Associa- 
tion shall  give  24  hours’  notice  on  intention  to  take  an  Association  day 
to  the  appropriate  principal. 

The  use  of  the  days  shall  be  determined  by  the  Association  President. 
The  Association  agrees  to  pay  the  cost  of  hiring  a substitute. 

Questions  #9,  #10,  #1 1 . Do  not  apply  to  Professional  Staff. 

Response  to  instructions  voted  at  Town  Meeting  concerning  Custodial 
Contract  and  Current  Negotiations: 

1.  Person  representing  the  Town  of  Reading  in  School  Custodial 
Negotiations: 

Negotiator  - Donald  Connors 
Resource  Person  - Ronald  A.  Winslow 

2.  Date  Negotiations  commenced  - February  18,  1976 

3.  Number  of  Negotiation  Sessions  held  to  date  - 5 

4.  Date  of  last  session  - May  5,  1976 

5.  Current  Status  - Partial  agreements  on  minor  issues 

Major  Issues  - Salary  - not  resolved 

6.  List  of  Demands  - Under  Discussion  - not  available  at  this  time. 

7.  The  percentage  increase  in  salaries  under  the  present  contract  as 
compared  with  previous  contracts  is  8%. 

8.  Fringe  Benefits  presently  in  effect: 

Sick  Leave  - 120  days  accumulative  at  the  rate  of  15  days  per  year  - 
30  days  extension  on  approval  of  School  Committee 

Funeral  Leave  - 3 days  pay  - immediate  family 

1 day  pay  - other  family  members 
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Holidays  - 1 1 paid  holidays 

Vi  day  before  Christmas 
Day  after  Thanksgiving 

Vacation  - 2 weeks  after  30  weeks  ) 

3 weeks  after  5 years  ) non-cumulative 

4 weeks  after  10  years  ) 

Longevity  - after  completion  of  5 years  - $100 
after  completion  of  10  years  - $200 
after  completion  of  15  years  - $300 
after  completion  of  30  years  - $400 

Personal  Leave  - one  day  each  year 

Retirement  - 50%  participation  in  cost  with  Town 

Health  Insurance  - 50%  participation  in  cost  with  Town 

Life  Insurance  - 50%  participation  in  cost  with  Town 

9.  Total  amount  of  overtime  compensation  paid  to  Union  Members 
to  date  in  current  fiscal  year: 

Regular  Overtime  $9,374.31 

Agent  Rate  22,881.92 

Total  $32,256.23 

Amount  reimbursable  to  Town 
by  ouside  groups  using 

schools  $19,606.00 

10. Basis  of  overtime  payment  - rate  of  one  and  one-half  times  regular 
rate  of  pay  for  all  hours  worked  in  excess  of  eight  hours  in  any  one 
work  day  or  in  excess  of  forty  hours  in  any  one  work  week  - which 
ever  is  greater. 

Source  of  overtime  - Weekend  building  checks  - minimum  1 Vi  hours- 
2Vi  hours.  Call  back  for  emergencies  - 2 hours 
To  cover  for  absent  employee 
Snow  Removal 

When  acting  as  “Agent”  for  School  Depart- 
ment when  facilities  are  used  by  others  - flat 
rate  of  $20  Monday  thru  Saturday  until  6:00 
p.m.;  after  6:00  p.m.,  Saturdays,  Sundays  and 
Holidays  $27.50.  This  is  up  to  three  hours  for 
minimum  rate. 
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1 1 . Employees  entitled  to  overtime  pay  - all  members  of  the  bargaining 
unit. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Leo  R.  Campbell, 
Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Personnel  Board: 

SALARIES  OF  EMPLOYEES  ELIGIBLE  FOR  MERIT  INCREASES 

Total  Salaries  Last  Week  June,  1976  $13,853 

Total  Salaries  First  Week  July,  1975  12,885 

Total  Difference  ' $ 968 

Total  impact  of  Merit  Increases  of  1976  Base  Budget  if  projected  for 
12  months  7.51  %. 

Actual  total  impact  of  Merit  Increases  2.47 


No  Increase  15 

Acceptable  12 

Good  47 

Superior  F7 
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This  report  was  received  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  3 from 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Herbert  F.  Gent,  Jr.,  it  was  voted  that  all 
Boards  are  hereby  instructed  that  salary  budgets  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
starting  July  1976  may  not  exceed  a maximum  increase  of  5%  over 
last  year.  All  boards  must  stay  within  that  figure  - cutting  back  services 
if  necessary  to  do  so. 

131  voted  in  the  affirmative 
38  voted  in  the  negative 
(roll  call  vote) 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Nathan  C.  White  it  was  voted  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  simplify  the  warrant 
for  the  1977  Annual  Town  Meeting  as  follows: 

1.  Insofar  as  possible  and  feasible,  all  recurring  annual  appropriation 
items  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  appropriate  departmental  appro- 
priation recommendation  in  Article  4. 
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2.  Any  such  consolidations  shall  recognize  limitations  imposed  by 

applicable  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  statutes,  rulings  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Accounts,  and  Town  of 

Reading  by-laws. 

3.  Such  changes  shall  be  made  with  the  advice  of  the  Finance  Board, 

Town  Accountant,  and  Town  Counsel. 

ARTICLE  3.  Maureen  T.  O’Brien  moved  that  the  1976  Annual 
Town  Meeting  establish  the  Reading  Economic  Development  Committee. 

To  assist  in  the  development  of  present  and  the  establishment  of  new 
industrial  and  commercial  enterprises,  for  the  purpose  of  broadening  the 
tax  base,  consistant  with  the  residential  charter  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

This  committee  is  specifically  directed  to  address  development  in  the 
Town  Dump  site  area  and  shall  be  composed  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  or  his  designee,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  or  his  designee,  Planning  Board  members,  and  not  less  than  two 
(2)  citizens  from  the  Town  of  Reading. 

On  motion  of  Nils  L.  Nordberg  it  was  voted  to  lay  this  motion  on  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Lawrence  W.  Leonard  it  was  voted  to 
give  the  Selectmen  an  extension  of  time  to  act  on  instructions  voted  under 
Article  3 on  June  5,  1975. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  3 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  4 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  it  was  voted  to  take 
up  Item  38  in  advance  (Law  Committee:  Legal  Services  - Salary). 

ARTICLE  4.  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  moved  that  the  sum  of  Forty- 
four  Thousand  Dollars  ($44,000.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and 
appropriated  to  the  Law  Committee  as  follows,  each  item  being  considered 
a separate  appropriation. 


ARTICLE  4.  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sullivan’s 


Legal  Services  Salary 
Legal  Services  Expense 
Labor  Negotiations 


$35,000. 
$ 3,500. 
$ 5,500. 
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motion  to  reduce  the  Legal  Services  Salary  to  read  $27,500.  and  $7,500 
for  Expense. 

On  motion  of  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  it  was  voted  to  lay  this  motion 
and  amendment  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  4 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  3 
from  the  table. 

Article  3.  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  moved  to  instruct  the  Law  Committee 
not  to  engage  any  part-time  Town  Counsel  at  the  end  of  the  current 
contract,  and  further  to  immediately  advertise  and  interview  for  a 
full-time  Town  Counsel  at  a salary  not  to  exceed  $27,500  a year,  and 
to  further  advertise  and  interview  for  a legal  secretary  for  a salary  not 
to  exceed  $7,500  a year. 

This  motion  did  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  3 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  4 from 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  previous 
motion  under  Article  4 and  amendment  by  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  from 
the  table. 

ARTICLE  4.  Amendment  by  Marvin  M.  Rosenthal  did  not  pass. 

ARTICLE  4.  Motion  as  presented  by  James  J.  Sullivan  (that  the  sum 
of  Forty-four  Thousand  Dollars  ($44,000.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy 
and  appropriated  to  the  Law  Committee  as  follows,  each  item  being 
considered  a separate  appropriation. 

Legal  Services  Salary  $35,000. 

Legal  Services  Expense  $ 3,500. 

Labor  Negotiations  $ 5,500. 

was  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Crooker  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting  stand 
adjourned  until  Thursday,  May  20,  1976  at  8:00  P.M.,  to  meet  in 
Memorial  High  School  Auditorium. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:45  P.M. 
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179  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 


ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  Auditorium  May  20,  1976 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C.  Latham, 
at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Kenneth  C.  Latham,  followed  by  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

On  motion  of  Lynn  G.  Stasz  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  4 on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Lynn  G.  Stasz  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 from  the 
table. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  was  read  by  Lynn  G.  Stasz  for  the  Con- 
servation Commission: 

The  1975  Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriated  funds  to  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission  for  publishing  a Conservation  Plan  for  the  Town  of 
Reading.  The  Commission  members;  Conservation  Assistant  and 
consultant  Charles  Downe  are  in  the  process  of  reviewing  a final  draft 
of  the  Plan  at  this  time.  It  was  the  Commission’s  hope  to  be  able  to 
present  the  Plan  to  this  Annual  Town  Meeting.  However,  because  of 
other  paramount  concerns  and  the  work  load  of  the  Commission,  we 
were  unable  to  have  it  completed  for  printing  in  time  for  this  Town 
Meeting.  The  final  draft  will  be  completed  and  printed  in  June  and 
specifics  of  the  Plan  presented  to  the  Special  Fall  Town  Meeting  of  this 
year. 

However,  we  would  like  to  present  the  following  report  to  inform 
you  of  our  progress  and  to  establish  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the 
Conservation  Commission  which  serve  as  the  basis  for  the  Conservation 
Plan. 

The  following  report  was  read  by  David  V.  Galvin,  Conservation 
Assistant: 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  1960  voted  to  establish  a Conservation 
Commission  under  the  enabling  legislation  of  Chapter  40,  Section  8C”... 
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for  promotion  and  development  of  the  natural  resources  and  for  the 
protection  of  watershed  resources...”  of  Reading.  This  quotation  from 
both  the  enabling  legislation  and  the  town  meeting  vote,  serves  as  the 
general  goal  of  the  Commission:  to  protect  the  significant  natural 
resources  of  the  town.  This  major  challenge  includes  the  following  6 
tasks  or  specific  goals: 

1 . Protection  of  water  quality  and  quantity  of  the  Ipswich,  Saugus  and 
Aberjona  Rivers  for  municipal  water  supplies  and  water-related  recreation; 

2.  Protection  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading 
and  downstream  communities  against  the  hazards  of  flood  inundation; 

3.  Prevention  of  air,  water,  and  noise  pollution  and  other  forms  of 
environmental  degradation; 

4.  Establishment  of  public  areas  for  passive  outdoor  recreation; 

5.  Maintenance  of  ecologically-important  wildlife  habitat  and  iden- 
tifiable “critical  areas”; 

6.  Establishment  of  open  space  and  greenbelts  to  preserve  Reading’s 
natural  beauty  and  character  and  thereby  to  preserve  Reading’s  quality 
of  life. 

In  its  early  days  the  Conservation  Commission,  working  with  the  Town 
Forest  Committee,  concentrated  on  the  acquisition  of  land  for  the  Town 
Forest  and  on  formulating  a conservation  plan  for  the  protection  of  the 
key  flood  plains  and  valuable  water  resource  lands  along  the  Ipswich 
and  Aberjona  Rivers,  Bare  Meadow,  and  Cedar,  Timberneck  and 
Nichols  Swamps.  Transfers  “for  conservation  purposes”  of  tax  title 
and  other  town-owned  lands  situated  in  these  areas,  as  well  as  acquisition 
of  owner  unknown  parcels,  established  the  first  Reading  Conservation 
Lands  in  the  late  1960’s. 

In  1970  the  Town  Meeting  voted  to  amend  the  zoning  by-laws  with 
the  establishment  of  a Flood  Plain  District  “...to  provide  that  lands  in 
the  Town  of  Reading  subject  to  seasonal  or  periodic  flooding...  shall 
not  be  used  for  residence  or  other  purposes  in  such  a manner  as  to 
endanger  the  health  or  safety  of  the  occupants  thereof.”  The  Flood 
Plain  Zone  protects  the  lowlands  of  the  Ipswich  and  Aberjona  Rivers, 
Bare  Meadow,  and  Cedar  and  Timberneck  Swamp  for  flood  control 
and  water  supply.  In  1974  the  Revay  Brook  area  which  contains  some 
of  the  town’s  wells,  was  added  to  the  Flood  Plain  District. 

These  previous  pictures  were  form  the  Concord  River  Basin  and  show 
serve  conditions  that  Reading  is  fortunate  in  not  having,  although  this 
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house  is  located  on  Haverhill  Street.  It  was  built  before  the  enactment  of 
this  Flood  Plain  zone  by-law.  The  citizens  of  Reading  showed  foresight 
and  concern  in  enacting  protective  zoning  for  the  flood  prone  areas  in 
the  town  as  early  as  they  did. 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  1975  established  a Wetlands  Protection 
District  of  the  zoning  by-laws  to  compliment  the  Flood  Plain  District 
in  protecting  the  most  important  stream  and  wetland  areas  in  the  town 
“...to  maintain  the  water  table  and  water  recharge  areas... so  as  to 
preserve  present  and  potential  water  supplies...,  to  assure  the  continuation 
of  the  natural  flow  pattern  of  the  water  courses  within  Reading  and  to 
preserve  natural  flood  water  storage  areas...’’ 

The  Hatch  Act,  a state  law  establishing  permit  requirements  for 
filling  inland  wetlands,  was  substantially  changed  in  1972  into  the 
Wetlands  Protection  Act  (G.L.  Chapter  131  Section  40),  charging  the 
local  Conservation  Commission  with  the  responsibility  of  administering 
and  enforcing  its  provisions.  The  Act  requires  a public  hearing  and 
issuance  of  an  Order  of  Conditions  by  the  Conservation  Commission 
regulating  any  removing,  filling,  dredging  or  altering  of  any  wetlands- 
or  land  bordering  wetlands  in  the  community. 

Reading  has  a critical  position  at  the  headwater  drainage  divides  of 
three  river  systems  - the  Ipswich,  the  Saugus  and  the  Aberjona/Mystic 
Rivers.  Filling  of  the  remaining  wetlands  in  the  town  must  be  carefully 
controlled  to  ensure  protection  of  the  water  resources  of  these  river 
systems  and  to  prevent  adverse  effects  on  the  future  inhabitants  of  filled 
land  or  the  abutting  and  downstream  property  owners. 

Between  1970  and  1975  the  Conservation  Commission  began  an  active 
land  acquisition  program  aimed  at  ensuring  the  protection  of  the  key 
water  resource  lands  in  the  town  and  open  space  lands  for  outdoor 
recreation.  The  Town  Meetings  voted  to  acquire  “for  conservation 
purposes’’  parcels  of  land  in  and  bordering  Bare  Meadow,  North  Cedar 
Swamp,  Timberneck  Swamp,  the  Aberjona  River  headwaters  and 
Nichols  Swamp.  The  total  area  of  Reading  Conservation  Lands  in  1976 
is  792  ± acres,  of  which  7 16  ± acres  (90%)  are  in  the  Flood  Plain  or 
Wetlands  Protection  Districts. 

The  town  has  expended  $269,000  for  the  purchase  of  these  792  acres 
and  has  been  reimbursed  $105,000  to  date.  With  the  additional  $36,000 
reimbursement  expected  by  this  summer,  the  net  cost  to  the  town  for 
the  preservation  of  these  key  water  resource  and  open  space  lands  will 
come  to  $161.67  per  acre.  We  know  of  no  other  town  in  the  state  that 
can  boast  such  a low  cost  for  such  a significant  amount  of  conservation 
land. 
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The  Conservation  Plan  is  based  on  this  significant  record  and  strives 
to  continue  these  programs  to  meet  the  Commission’s  goal  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Reading’s  natural  resources. 

One  of  the  key  elements  in  the  plan  is  this  view  of  existing  protected 
space  in  Reading  - town-owned  land  and  “semi-public”  reserved  areas. 

One  of  the  top  priorities  in  the  plan  under  the  category  of  open 
space  is  the  recommendation  that  the  town  - and  not  necessarily  conserv- 
ation, but  possibly  Recreation,  Park  Department,  Selectmen,  or  a 
combined  effort  - acquire  some  additional  open  land  in  the  southern 
half  of  the  town  for  outdoor  recreation  and  open  space.  (Residents  of 
this  part  of  town  will  understand  this  need,  seeing  the  bulldozers  begin 
last  week  on  Hopkins  Farm,  among  the  last  large  open  space  areas  in 
the  “south  end”.) 

Under  water  resource  protection  the  Commission  believes  as  it  always 
has,  that  the  only  way  to  guarantee  protection  of  the  key  resource  areas 
is  through  town  ownership.  The  remaining  sections  of  Bare  Meadow, 
Revay  Brook  and  other  areas  of  significance  to  the  water  supply  of 
this  and  other  communities  are  identified  for  acquisition  by  the  town, 
although  the  time  frame  and  priorities  for  these  purchases  have  not  been 
settled. 

The  Commission  intends  to  confer  with  other  town  boards  - namely 
the  Selectmen,  the  Planning  Board,  the  Recreation  Committtee,  the 
School  Committee,  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works  - to  review  our  plan. 
It  is  our  goal  to  have  an  ongoing  working  relationship  with  these  other 
boards  and  committees  of  the  town  to  ensure  that  Reading’s  needs 
are  properly  assessed,  that  plans  are  established  to  meet  these  needs, 
and  that  the  actions  taken  by  the  boards  and  Town  Meeting  to  implement 
these  plans  are  truly  in  the  best  interest  of  the  town  on  Reading. 

This  report  was  received  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  Joyce  K.  Miller  gave  a verbal  report  for  the  Bicentennial 
Commission  on  activities  scheduled  for  May  22,  1976. 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

ARTICLE  2.  The  following  report  was  read  by  Elizabeth  W.  Kelpeis 
for  the  Finance  Committee: 

ADDENDUM  SHEET  TO  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 
FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1976  - 1977 

To  provide  salary  figures  including  a 5%  increase  over  present  base 
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pay,  the  following  changes  are  made.  Motions  will  be  based  on  the 
salary  totals  in  the  right  hand  column. 


Dollar  Amt.  Incl.  5%  inc.  Longev- 


Page 

Item  Nos. 

of  5% 

Salary  Total 

ity 

Total 

15 

Selectmen  1,2 

$ 1,703 

$ 36,474 



$ 36,474 

15 

Town  Acct.  10, 11,12 

$ 1,469 

$ 31,734 

$ 

100 

$ 31,843 

15 

Town  Treas.  14,15 

$ 1,191 

$ 34,191 

— 

$ 34,191 

15 

Town  Collector  17,18 

$ 1,550 

$ 39,960 

$ 

600 

$ 40,560 

15 

Town  Clerk  20,21 

$ 947 

$ 27,294 

$ 

250 

$ 27,544 

15 

Assessors  23,24,25 

$ 2,133 

$ 52,964 

$ 

500 

$ 53,464 

16 

Personnel  Board  36 

$ 503 

$ 11,269 

... 

$ 11,269 

16 

Bldg.  Maint.  41 ,42 

$ 1,794 

$ 41,413 

$ 

100 

$ 41,513 

17 

Bldg.  Insp. 65-69 

$ 1,141 

$ 29,611 

— 

$ 29,611 

17 

Dog  Officer  73,74 

$ 516 

$ 10,751 

— 

$ 10,751 

18 

Health  94,96 

$ 1,138 

$ 24,228 

$ 

200 

$ 24,428 

18 

Veterans  104,105 

$ 835 

$ 17,529 

— 

$ 17,529 

18 

Cemeteries  108 

$ 3,537 

$ 74,283 

$ 

250 

$ 74,533 

18 

Library  1 10 

$ 7,424 

$165,428 

$1,300 

$166,728 

19 

Public  Works  163a,  164 

$42,410 

$837,644 

$2,900 

$840,544 

20 

Water  Dept.  166 

$10,641 

$213,458 

$1,100 

$2.14,558 

This  report  was  accepted  as  a report  of  progress. 

On  motion  of  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  2 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  4 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  4.  Motion  by  James  J.  Sullivan  was  discussed,  and  further 
discussion  is  pending. 

On  motion  of  Carl  H.  Amon,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting 
stand  adjourned  until  Monday,  May  24,  1976  at  8:00  P.M.,  to  meet  in 
Parker  Junior  High  School  Auditorium. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:45  P.M. 

161  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 


A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 
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ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Parker  Junior  High  School  Auditorium 


May  24,  1976 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C.  Latham. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Richard  M.  Woodman  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to 
the  Flag. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  as  amended  by 
Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis,  it  was  voted  that  the  sum  of  Three  Thousand 
Dollars  ($3,000.00)  be  transferred  from  the  Municipal  Light  Department 
Operating  and  Maintenance  Account  and  be  transferred  to  the  Town 
Treasurer’s  Salary  Account  and  that  the  sum  of  Four  Hundred  Forty- 
five  Thousand  One  Hundred  Eighty  Dollars  ($445,1 80. )be  raised  from 
the  tax  levy  and  that  said  sums  totalling  Four  Hundred  Forty-eight 
Thousand  One  Hundred  Eighty  Dollars  ($448,180.)  be  appropriated  as 
follows,  each  one  being  considered  a separate  appropriation: 

Selectmen 

Salaries  $36,474. 

Expense  (including  out  of  State  travel 

not  to  exceed  $250.)  $ 4,800. 

Miscellaneous 

including  Special  Committees 

Town  Report 

Telephone 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

Duplicating  Costs  $29,912. 

Town  Accountant 


Salaries 

Expense  (including  out  of  State  travel 
not  to  exceed  $400.) 


$31,843. 


$ 1,800. 


Town  Treasurer 

Salaries 

Expense  (including  out  of  State  travel 
not  to  exceed  $400.) 


$34,191. 


$16,070. 


Tax  Collector:  (all  fees  collected  to  be 
paid  to  the  Town  Treasurer) 
Salaries 
Expense 


$40,560 

$11,300. 
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Town  Clerk:  (all  fees  collected  to  be  paid 


to  Tow  n Treasurer) 
Salaries 

$27,544. 

Expense  (including  out  of  State  travel 
not  to  exceed  S250.) 

$ 5,030. 

Assessors 

Salaries 

$53,464. 

Expense  (including  out  of  State  travel 
not  to  exceed  S250.) 

$8,000. 

Board  of  Registration 

Salaries 

Expense 

$ 960. 

$ 200. 

Election  and  Registration 

Expense 

$35,400. 

Board  of  Appeals 

Salary  and  Expense 

$1,800. 

Finance  Committee 

Clerk 

Expense 

$ 1,200. 
$ 300. 

Personnel  Board 

Salary 

Expense 

$11,269. 
$ 550. 

Building  Maintenance 

Salary 

Expense 

$41,513. 

$57,000. 

and  in  accordance  with  Chapter  41,  Section  108  of  General  Laws  the 
following  elected  officials’  annual  salaries  are  hereby  set  effective  as 
of  July  1 , 1976  as  follows: 


Town  Treasurer 
Town  Collector 
Town  Clerk 
Board  of  Assessors 

$9,200. 

$7,008. 

$7,008. 

Chairman 
Other  Assessors 

$2,185. 

$1,700. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Maureen  T.  O’Brien,  as  amended  by 
Charles  W.  Hewitt  it  was  voted  that  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Dollars 
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($1,000.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  Planning 
Board  for  expenses. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Frank  C.  Graupner  it  was  voted  that  there 
be  included  in  the  tax  levy  for  electricity  used  for  street  lights  the  sum 
of  Eighty  Thousand,  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty-six  Dollars  ($80,636.00) 
and  that  said  sum  and  the  income  from  sales  of  electricity  to  private 
consumers  and  for  electricity  supplied  to  municipal  buildings  and  for 
municipal  power,  and  from  service  of  appliances  and  jobbing  during  the 
current  fiscal  year  to  be  appropriated  for  the- Municipal  Light  Plant  and 
that  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  ($10,000.)  be  appropriated  from 
the  said  receipts  of  the  Department  for  the  service  of  merchandise, 
equipment  and  utensils  as  provided  in  Section  34  of  Chapter  164  of  the 
General  Laws,  said  appropriation  to  be  expended  by  the  Manager  of  the 
Municipal  Lighting  Plant  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Municipal 
Light  Board  for  the  expense  of  plant,  including  payment  of  Bonds  and 
Notes,  servicing  of  merchandise,  equipment,  utensils  as  defined  in 
Chapter  164,  Section  57  of  the  General  Laws,  or  any  amendments  thereof 
or  additions  thereto  and  that  if  said  sum  of  Eighty  Thousand,  Six 
Hundred  and  Thirty-six  Dollars  ($80,636.00)  and  said  income  shall 
exceed  said  expense  for  said  fiscal  year,  such  excess  up  to  the  amount 
of  50%  of  the  net  profit  from  operations  as  of  December  31  of  the 
preceding  year  as  defined  in  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws,  such 
amount  shall  be  paid  50%  in  June  and  50%  in  December  of  the  current 
year  into  the  Town  Treasury  and  the  balance  if  any  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  Construction  Fund  of  said  Plant  and  appropriated  and  used  for 
such  additions  thereto  as  may  thereafter  be  authorized  by  the  Municipal 
Light  Department. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  ($200,000.)  be  transferred 
from  the  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Fund  (P.L.  92-512)  to  the  Police 
Department  Salaries  and  that  the  sum  of  Six  Hundred  Forty-six  Thousand 
Two  Hundred  Ninety-six  Dollars  ($646,296.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy 
and  that  said  sums  totaling  Eight  Hundred  Forty-six  Thousand  Two 
Hundred  Ninety-six  Dollars  ($846,296.)  be  appropriated  to  the  Police 
Department  as  follows,  each  item  being  considered  a separate  appropria- 
tion: 


Salaries  (P.L.  92-512)  Authorized 

Salaries 

Expense 

School  Traffic  Control 


$200,000. 
$549,472. 
$ 53,924. 
$ 42,900. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Two  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  ($200,000.)  be  transferred 
from  the  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Fund  (P.L.  92-512)  to  the  Fire  De- 
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partment  Salaries  and  that  the  sum  of  Six  Hundred  Forty-eight  Thousand 
Five  Hundred  and  Four  Dollars  ($648,504.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy 
and  that  the  total  of  Eight  Hundred  Forty-eight  Thousand  Five  Hundred 
and  Four  Dollars  ($848,504.)  be  appropriated  to  the  Fire  Department 
as  follows,  each  item  being  considered  a separate  appropriation: 

Salaries  (P.L.  92-512)  Authorized  $200,000. 

Salaries  $619,954. 

Expense  $ 28,550. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 

the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Four  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Seventy-four 
Dollars  ($104,874.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for 
Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  as  follows,  each  item  being  considered 
as  a separate  appropriation: 


Fire  Alarm 

Salaries 

$ 7,650. 

Expense 

$4,000. 

Hydrant  Rental 

$39,360. 

Building  Inspector 

Salaries 

$29,611. 

Expense 

$ 3,250. 

Sealer  of  Weights  & Measures 

Salary 

$ 1,457. 

Expense 

$ 405. 

Dog  Officer 

Salaries 
Expense 

Civil  Defense 

Salaries  & Expense  $ 2,965. 


$12,741. 
$ 3,435. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  R.  Boucher  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Fourteen  Thousand  One  Hundred  Fifty-five  Dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents  ($14,155.52)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  that  the  sum  of  One 
Thousand  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-four  Dollars  and  forty-eight  cents 
($1,194.48)  be  transferred  from  funds  previously  appropriated  under  the 
following  articles: 

Article  27  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  17,  1973  $178.25 

Article  28  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  17,  1973  12.94 

Article  13  - Special  Town  Meeting,  September  24,  1973  1 .00 
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Article  53  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  21,  1974  250.00 

Article  54  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  21 , 1974  552.29 

Article  56  - Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  21 , 1974  200.00 

and  that  said  sums  totalling  Fifteen  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Dollars  ($15,350.00)  be  appropriated  for  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission as  follows,  each  item  being  considered  as  a separate  appropriation: 

Salaries:  $10,600.00 

Expense:  4,750.00 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Sandra  J.  Trainor  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  Four  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Ninety-two 
Dollars  ($104,892.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for 
Health  and  Sanitation  as  follows,  each  item  being  considered  a separate 
appropriation: 


Board  of  Health  Salaries 

$24,428. 

Board  of  Health  Expense 

$ 

2,000. 

Animal  Inspector  Salary  & Expense 

$ 

550. 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases 

$ 

1,800. 

Flouridation 

$ 

6,045. 

Mosquito  Control 

$ 

7,300. 

Child  Welfare 

$ 

2,570. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Mental  Health  Care 

$30,000. 

735  Program 

$30,199. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Six  Thousand  Two  Hundred  and  Thirteen  Dollars  and  three 
cents  ($6,213.03)  be  Transferred  from  the  Salvage  Funds  account 
and  that  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Sixteen  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
Sixty  Dollars  and  Ninety-seven  cents  ($116,760.97)  be  raised  from  the 
tax  levy  and  that  such  sums  totaling  One  Hundred  Twenty-two  Thousand 
Nine  Hundred  Seventy-four  Dollars  ($122,974.)  be  appropriated  to  the 
Veterans  Services  Department  as  follows,  each  item  being  considered  a 
separate  appropriation: 


Administrative  Salaries 
Administrative  Expense 
Veterans  Aid 


$ 17,529. 
$ 1,847. 

$103,598. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Thirty  Dollars  ($130.00)  be  raised  from  the 
tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  operation  of  Drinking  Fountains  of 
the  Town. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Clifford  P.  Wadman  it  was  voted  that  the 
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sum  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($5,000.)  be  transferred  from  the  Cemetery 
Reserve  and  the  sum  of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars  ($25,000.)  be 
transferred  from  the  Cemetery  Bequest  Fund  Interest  and  that  the  sum 
of  Fifty-three  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Thirty-three  ($53,833.)  Dollars 
be  raised  from  the  tax  levy,  and  that  such  sums  totaling  Eighty  Three 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Thirty-three  Dollars  ($83,833.)  be  appropriated 
for  the  Cemetery  Department  as  follows,  each  item  being  considered  a 
separate  appropriation: 


Salaries 

Maintenance 


$74,533. 
$ 9,300. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Edward  F.  Fuller,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Twenty-six  Thousand  Three  Hundred  Forty 
Dollars  and  forty  cents  ($226,340.40)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and 
that  the  sum  of  Eight  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Fifty-two  Dollars  and 
thirteen  cents  ($8,452.13)  be  transferred  from  the  State  Aid  for  Libraries 
Reserved,  and  that  the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Three  Hundred  Fifty- 
seven  Dollars  and  forty-seven  cents  ($3,357.47)  be  transferred  from  the 
County  Dog  License  Account  and  that  said  sums  totaling  Two  Hundred 
Thirty-eight  Thousand  One  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars  ($238,150.)  be 
appropriated  for  library  purposes  including  travel  outside  of  state  not  to 
exceed  $350.  as  follows: 


Salaries 
Maintenance 
Copy  Service 


$166,728. 
$ 68,172. 
$ 3,250. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Duane  B.  Heineck  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  Fifty-four  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Dollars  ($54,400.)  be  raised  from 
the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  Recreation  Committee  as  follows, 
each  item  being  considered  as  a separate  appropriation: 


Salaries 

Expense 


$34,000. 

$20,400. 


On  motion  of  George  R.  Larson  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting  stand 
adjourned  until  Thursday,  May  27,  1976  at  8:00  P.M.,  to  meet  in 
Parker  Junior  High  School  Auditorium. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:55  P.M. 

171  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 


A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 
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ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Parker  Junior  High  School  Auditorium 


May  27,  1976 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C.  Latham, 
at  8:00  P.M. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Moderator,  Kenneth  C.  Latham, 
followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

ARTICLE  4.  The  following  motion  was  presented  by  Nancy  E.  Elgart: 


Moved  that  the  sum  of  Seven  Million  Six  Hundred  Thirty-three 
Thousand  Five  Hundred  Four  Dollars  ($7,633,504.)  be  raised  from  the 
tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  School  Department,  and  that  the  sum 
of  Twenty-nine  Thousand  Six  Hundred  Seventy- five  Dollars  ($29,675.) 
be  transferred  from  the  sale  of  real  estate  account,  and  that  the  expenditure 
of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars  ($25,000.)  received  or  to  be  received 
under  public  law  #874,  and  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Forty-four  Thousand 
Twenty-nine  Dollars  ($144,029.)  received  or  to  be  received  from  Chapter 
506  METCO  Funds,  so  called,  and  that  the  said  sums  totalling  Seven 
Million  Eight  Hundred  Thirty-two  Thousand  Two  Hundred  and  Eight 
Dollars  ($7,832,208.)  be  authorized  and  appropriated  as  follows: 


General  Salaries  $6,369,288. 

Less:  Chapter  506  Funds  65,250. 

General  Expense  (including  travel 
outside  state  not 

to  exceed  $4,270.)  $ 1 ,167,374. 

Less:  PL  874  Funds  $25 ,000. 

METCO,  Funds$78,779.  $ 103,779. 

Special  Needs  Expense 

Cafeteria  Salaries 

Adult  Education  Salaries 
Athletics  Expense 


$6,304,038. 


$1,063,595. 

$ 193,679. 

$ 57,641. 

$ 13,500. 

$ 30,726. 

$7,663,179. 


The  above  motion  was  voted  in  the  affirmative,  as  amended  by 
H.  William  Harlow,  Jr.  which  reduces  the  total  amount  to  be  raised 
and  appropriated  from  tax  levy  and  transferred  from  the  sale  of  real 
estate  account  by  $76,643.00,  to  a new  total  of  $7,586,536.00.  (Tax  levy  - 
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$7,556,861.00;  transferred  from  sale  of  real  estate  account  - $29,675.00) 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  John  B.  Pacino  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  One  Hundred  Sixty-five  Thousand  Two  Hundred  Eighty-six  Dollars 
($165,286.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appropriated  for  the  Town’s 
share  of  the  costs  of  Operation  and  Maintenance  of  the  Northeast 
Metropolitan  Regional  Vocational  School. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  John  H.  Russell  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Million  Three  Hundred  Forty-one  Thousand  Four  Hundred 
Fifty-four  Dollars  ($1,341,454.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  appro- 
priated for  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  follows,  each  item  to  be 
considered  as  a separate  appropriation: 

Public  Works  Salaries  $840,544. 

Expenses  (including  out  of 

State  travel  not  to  exceed 

$200.)  $362,910. 

Snow  & Ice  Removal  Salaries 

and  Expenses  $138,000. 

and  in  accordance  with  Chapter  41,  Section  108  of  the  General  Laws, 
the  annual  elected  officer’s  salary  of  the  Tree  Warden  is  hereby  set  at 
Four  Hundred  Twenty  Dollars  ($420.)  effective  as  of  July  1 , 1976. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  John  H.  Russell  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  Twenty-one  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Seventy-eight  Dollars  and 
seventy  cents  ($21,578.70)  be  transferred  from  the  Water  Available 
Surplus  and  that  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Seventy-two  Thousand 
Five  hundred  Seventy-nine  Dollars  and  thirty  cents  ($572,579.30)  be 
raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  that  such  sums  totaling  Five  Hundred 
Ninety-four  Thousand  One  Hundred  Fifty-eight  Dollars  ($594,158.) 
be  appropriated  for  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  follows,  each  item 
being  considered  as  a separate  appropriation: 

Salaries  for  Construction,  Maintenance  and 

Operation  of  Water  Works  $214,558. 

Expenses  for  Construction,  Maintenance  and 

Operation  of  Water  Works  (including  travel 

outside  of  the  State,  not  to  exceed  $200.)  $379,600. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  Forty-two  Thousand  Dollars  ($142,000.)  be 
raised  from  the  tax  levy,  and  that  the  sum  of  Forty-six  Thousand  Dollars 
($46,000.)  be  transferred  from  the  Municipal  Light  Department  Operating 
and  Maintenance  Account,  and  that  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Five 
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Hundred  Dollars  ($10,500.)  be  transferred  from  the  Public  Works 
Water  Construction  and  Maintenance  Appropriation  Account,  and  that 
the  sum  of  Eight  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($8,500.)  be  transferred 
from  the  Sewer  Maintenance  and  Operation  Expense  Appropriation 
and  that  such  sums  totaling  Two  Hundred  Seven  Thousand  Dollars 
($207,000.)  be  appropriated  for  all  insurance  except  Group  Insurance 
for  Town  Employees. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Frank  A.  Smith,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Two  Hundred  Eighty  Thousand  One  Hundred  Thirty-one 
Dollars  ($280,131.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy,  and  that  the  sum  of 
Twenty-six  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Dollars  ($26,400.)  be  transferred 
from  the  Municipal  Light  Department  Operating  and  Maintenance 
Account,  and  that  the  sum  of  Seven  Thousand  Three  Hundred  Thirty- 
three  Dollars  ($7,333.)  be  transferred  from  the  Group  Insurance  Dividend 
Account,  and  that  said  sums  totaling  Three  Hundred  Thirteen  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  Sixty-four  Dollars  ($313,864.)  be  appropriated  for  group 
life  insurance,  group  accidental  death  and  dismemberment  insurance 
for  Town  employees,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  32B 
of  the  General  Laws  and  that  said  sum  be  expended  by  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  Seventy-two  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Twenty- 
four  Dollars  and  eight  cents  ($172,724.08)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy 
and  that  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  Forty-six  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
Eighty  Dollars  ($346,880.)  be  transferred  from  available  free  cash,  and 
that  the  sum  of  Ninety  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Forty-five  Dollars 
and  six  cents  ($90,845.06)  be  transferred  from  the  Municipal  Light 
Department  Operating  and  Maintenance  Account  and  that  said  sums 
totaling  Six  Hundred  Ten  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Forty-nine  Dollars 
and  fourteen  cents  ($610,449.14)  be  appropriated  for  the  Contributory 
Retirement  System,  itemized  as  follows: 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ogden  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Fifty-nine  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  Eighty-six  Dollars  and  fifty- 
eight  cents  ($59,986.58)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and  that  the  sum 
of  Forty-two  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Twenty-four  Dollars  and  sixty- 
eight  cents  ($42,724.68)  be  transferred  from  the  Municipal  Light  Depart- 
ment Operation  and  Maintenance  Account  and  said  sums  totaling  One 
Hundred  Two  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Eleven  Dollars  and  twenty-six 
cents  ($102,711.26)  be  appropriated  for  non-contributory  pensions 
and  annuities. 


Pension  Fund 
Salaries  and  Expense 


$597,300.00 
$ 13,000.00 


Workman’s  Compensation  Credit  $ 


149.14 
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ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  One  Million  Seven  Hundred  Forty  Thousand  Six  Hundred 
Seventy-two  Dollars  ($1,740,672.)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  and 
appropriated  for  maturing  debt  and  interest  as  follows: 


Maturing  Debt  Interest 


Schools 

$ 

565,000. 

$332,287. 

Water 

$ 

100,000. 

$ 24,278. 

Sewer 

$ 

139,000. 

$172,562. 

Incinerator 

$ 

75,00. 

$ 62,250. 

Planning  Bonds 

$ 

15,000. 

$ 2,755. 

Garage  Addition 

$ 

20,000. 

$ 7,540. 

Anticipation  Loans 

$ 25,000. 

$1,114,000.  $626,672. 


ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  Elizabeth  W.  Klepeis  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  Fifteen  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Eighty-two 
Dollars  and  eighteen  cents  ($115,782.18)  be  transferred  from  Overlay 
Surplus  Revenue  and  that  the  sum  of  Thirty-four  Thousand  Two  Hundred 
Seventeen  Dollars  and  eighty-two  cents  ($34,217.82)  be  raised  from  the 
tax  rate  and  that  said  sums  totalling  One  Hundred  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars 
($150,000.)  be  appropriated  to  the  Reserve  Fund  for  expenditures  under 
the  direction  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  4 on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  5 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  16.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  Town  accept  the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  Law  Committee 
regarding  settlement  of  the  litigation  concerning  the  new  Reading  High 
School  between  the  School  Construction  Committee  and  Frasca  Con- 
struction Corp.  and  authorize  the  Law  Committee  to  enter  into  such 
agreements  as  are  necessary  to  effect  such  settlement. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  4 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  4.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars  ($25,000.)  be  appropriated 
for  repair  of  the  new  High  School  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the 
Law  Committee  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  Nine  Hundred 
Dollars  ($900.)  be  transferred  from  the  account  entitled  “Preliminary 
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School  Construction,  Plans  and  Surveys  Elementary  and  Junior  High 
Middle  Schools  Article  8”  and  that  Two  Hundred  Forty-six  Dollars  and 
forty-two  cents  ($246.42)  be  transferred  from  the  High  School  Addition 
Construction  Project  1623  Article  1 1 , and  that  the  balance  of  Twenty- 
three  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Fifty-three  Dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents 
($23,853.58)  be  raised  from  the  tax  levy  such  sums  to  be  expended  by 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Construction  Committee,  and 
that  the  School  Construction  Committee  be  authorized  to  apply  for 
and  enter  into  agreements  with  the  Commonwealth  and  or  the  Federal 
Government  for  reimbursement  of  the  costs  of  such  repairs. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  Article  4 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  3 
from  the  table. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Douglass  L.  Barker  it  was  voted  that 
a committee  of  five  (5),  consisting  of  three  (3)  Town  Meeting  members 
appointed  by  the  Moderator,  and  two  (2)  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  appointed  by  it,  study  ways  of  changing  the  format  of 
the  Finance  Committee  Report  to  make  it  more  useful  to  Town  Meeting 
members. 

The  committee  shall  also  make  recommendations  on  ways  of  combining 
recurring  special  articles  into  regular  departmental  budgets  and  make 
recommendations  on  the  group  of  motions  under  the  present  Article  #4. 

The  committee  should  try  and  make  a final  report  at  the  subsequent 
Town  Meeting  in  the  Fall  of  1976. 

ARTICLE  3.  Virginia  M.  Adams  moved  that  the  Selectmen  be  instruct- 
ed to  provide  designated  seating  areas  for  each  precinct  at  Town  Meetings 
and  that  the  Town  Meeting  members  have  the  option  of  sitting  in  the 
designated  areas  or  where  they  choose. 

This  motion  did  not  pass. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  David  F.  Ham  it  was  voted  that  the 
Personnel  Board  be  instructed: 

To  prepare  for  Annual  Town  Meeting,  1977,  a revised  edition  of 
Article  XXIV  of  the  General  By-Laws,  to  be  distributed  to  all  Town 
Meeting  Members  seven  days  prior  to  the  start  of  Annual  Town  Meeting, 
and 

To  present  to  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  1977  a “report  of  progress” 
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on  the  further  development  of  a system  for  preparing  Standard  Job 
Descriptions  and  for  performing  job  classification. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Ara  A.  Karakashian  it  was  voted  that 
the  Board  of  Health  be  instructed  to  obtain  and  have  printed  in  the 
1976  Reading  Annual  Report  a financial  accounting  of  the  funds  provided 
by  the  Town  to  the  Eastern  Middlesex  Mental  Health  Association  in 
Fiscal  Year  1976,  such  accounting  to  include  not  only  the  funds  raised 
from  the  tax  levy  but  also  any  fees  collected  from  Reading  residents 
or  public  and  private  institutions  thereof. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  Jean  M.  MacKilligan  it  was  voted  to 
direct  the  Director  of  the  Reading  Civil  Defense  Agency  to  submit  an 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1976  and  every  year  thereafter. 

In  your  report  tell  your  duties,  how  often  you  and  your  staff  meet; 
also  list  the  materials  you  purchase  at  the  State  Surplus  Warehouse 
and  the  savings  you  obtain  for  the  Town  of  Reading. 

ARTICLE  3.  On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that 

Harold  B.  Currell 
and 

Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

be  appointed  Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Measurers  of  Wood  and 
Bark. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  Article  3 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  to  take  Article  2 
from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  Article  2 be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting  stand 
adjourned,  sine  die,  at  12:05  A.M.,  May  28,  1976. 

148  Town  Meeting  Members  were  present. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Lawrence  Drew 

Town  Clerk 
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ADDENDUM  TO  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


July  1,  1976- June  30,  1977 

page  10  TRANSFERS  FROM  AVAILABLE  FUNDS  TO:  FY  ‘77 


Overlay  Reserve  to  Reserve  Fund  SI  15,782 

Surplus  Revenue  & Available  Free  Cash  346,880 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  to  Fire  Salaries  200,000 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  to  Police  Salaries  200,000 

METCO  Funding  to  METCO  144,029 

Municipal  Light  Board  to  Town  Treasurer  Salaries  3,000 
Sale  of  Real  Estate  to  Land  Purchase  and 

School  Remodeling  38,675 

TOTAL  TRANSFERS  $1,195 ,459 


page  14  TAX  RATE  CALCULATIONS 

TOTALS  TO  BE  RAISED  BY  VOTE  OF  TOWN  MEETING 
(PROJECTION)  16,140,948 

EST.  STATE  AND  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS  AND  OVER- 
LAY 1,620,797 

TOTAL  RECOMMENDATIONS  AND 

ESTIMATES  $17,761,745 


Deductions  to  Compute  Estimated  Tax  Rate: 

Est.  Receipts  and  Available  Funds  $5,123,195 
Transfers  and  Surplus  Revenue  1,195,459  -6,318,654 

Net  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation  $11,443,091 


As  Fixed  FY’75  As  Fixed  FY‘76 
Net  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation  $9,184,295  $10,657,762 
Total  Valuation  184,000,000  185,352,225 

Tax  Rate  (per  Thousand)  $50.00  $57.50 


EST.  FY‘77 
$11,443,091 
280,000,000 
$40.90 


Finance  Committee 
Recommendation 


page  15 

line  19 

$ 11,300 

TOTAL 

50,795 

page  16 

General  Government  Subtotal 

490,503 

page  17 

line  77 

8,000 

line  78 

2,600 

line  79 

4,750 

Total 

15,350 

Protection  of  Persons  & Property  Sub  Total 

1,909,487 
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page  18  line  95  2,000 

line  98  1,800 

Total  104,351 

line  111  68,172 

Total  233,996 

General  Services  Sub  Total  599,283 

page  19  line  127  $6,304,038 

line  128  1,088,595 

line  129  30,726 

line  130  57,641 

line  131  13,500 

line  132  193,679 

line  133  144,029 

Sub  Total  Education  $7,832,208 

GRAND  TOTAL  EDUCATION  7,997,494 

line  163a  Union  Salary  Increases  28,180 

page  20  line  180  59,987 

line  198  Longevity  8,450 

line  199  Sick  Leave  Buy  Back 


page  21  Article  8 Indefinitely  Postponed 
Article  12  Indefinitely  Postponed 

page  22  Article  15  Recommend  $459. 

page  24  Article  24  Recommend  $800,000. 

page  25  Article  29  Recommend  $ 1 5 ,000. 
page  26  Article  35  Indefinitely  Postponed 

page  27  Article  42  Recommend  $9,000. 

page  28  Article  43  Do  Not  Recommend  $3,500. 

Article  44  Indefinitely  postponed 
Article  45  Recommend  $200. 

page  31  Article  56 

Sect.  I Recommend 
Sect.  II  Recommend 
Sect.  Ill  Do  Not  Recommend 
Sect.  Iv  Recommend 

Sect.  V Dog  Officer  - Do  Not  Recommend 

Selectmen  Senior  Clerk  A - Recommend 
Police  Senior  Clerk  A-  Action  Pending 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


of 

THE  TOWN  OFFICERS 

of 

The  Town  of  Reading,  Massachusetts 


for  the  year  ending 


DECEMBER  31,  1976 


Report  of  the  Selectmen 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  was  organized  for  the  year  of  1976  with 
James  J.  Sullivan,  Jr.,  Chairman;  Richard  J.  Ogden,  Secretary;  Frank 
A.  Smith,  Jr.,  as  the  third  member,  and  John  W.  Agnew  as  Executive 
Secretary. 

The  year  marked  a notable  increase  in  the  Board’s  activities  with  two 
scheduled  weekly  meetings  instead  of  the  usual  one.  This  additional 
meeting  night  each  week  was  created  in  order  that  the  Selectmen  could 
devote  one  whole  meeting  for  one  particular  subject.  This  enabled  them 
to  gain  a more  comprehensive  understanding  of  a particular  problem  and 
to  initiate  action  towards  the  solution  of  that  problem.  Many  of  these 
meetings  were  joint  meetings  with  one  or  more  departments  depending 
on  the  scope  of  the  particular  problem.  Among  the  subject  areas  covered 
were:  open  space,  municipal  building  needs,  human  services,  housing, 
youth  problems,  municipal  personnel,  equipment  maintenance,  fiscal 
accounting  procedures,  recreation  and  conservation. 

In  order  to  gain  more  citizen  input  and  insight  into  these  problems 
the  Board  established,  under  Chapter  807,  a Growth  and  Development 
Policy  Committee  made  up  of  volunteer  Reading  citizens  and  Chaired 
by  Selectman  Sullivan.  Under  State  guidelines  this  Committee  not  only 
studied  past  and  present  Town  policies  and  actions  but  also  formulated 
guidelines  for  future  Town  concerns  and  policies.  The  report  has  been 
submitted  to  the  State  where  it  will  be  studied  and  hopefully  made  part 
of  the  regional  and  state  planning  effort. 

The  Selectmen’s  Office  has  successfully  continued  with  their  efforts 
to  obtain  Federal  Funds  instead  of  local  tax  dollars  in  those  areas  where 
municipal  needs  must  be  met.  The  office  has  secured  about  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  thousand  dollars  worth  of  manpower,  housing,  human 
services,  equipment,  youth  programs,  public  works  and  environmental 
programs.  These  funds  were  used  to  supplement  many  department 
activities. 

Working  with  the  Reading  Housing  Authority,  the  Board  has  con- 
tinued with  and  expanded  its  supplemental  rent  program  to  aid  the 
elderly  low  income  families  in  their  housing  needs.  At  present  a total 
of  55  units  of  housing  are  being  supplemented  with  Federal  Funds. 
The  program  not  only  aids  those  in  need  but  enhances  Reading  property 
by  retaining  high  occupancy  rates  in  our  existing  real  estate  during 
difficult  economic  times. 

Working  with  the  Council  on  Aging  the  Selectmen’s  Office  has 
initiated  a nutrition  program  for  the  elderly.  Under  this  program, 
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every  weekday,  a hot  meal  is  served  at  lunch  time  to  an  average  of 
forty-five  Reading  Senior  citizens  at  the  Community  Center.  Federal 
Funds  are  used  to  pay  for  ninety  percent  of  the  cost  of  the  program. 

The  Reading  Youth  Office,  established  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
and  completely  Federally  Funded,  is  in  its  third  year  of  successful  opera- 
tions. The  office  offers  services  in  counseling,  jobs,  referral,  court 
advocacy,  Chapter  766  information  & referral,  and  crises  intervention. 
Placing  Reading  youth  in  jobs  has  been  a major  function  of  the  office. 
This  has  been  done  under  five  programs:  Rent-A-Kid  Youth  Employ- 
ment, S.P.E.D.Y.,  G.E.D.,  and  college  work  study.  The  Rent-A-Kid 
program  is  basically  for  youth  12  through  17.  Under  this  program  the 
office  acts  as  a clearinghouse  for  community  members  and  young  people 
looking  for  work  such  as  babysitting,  yardwork,  odd  jobs,  etc.  A 
total  of  350  jobs  were  placed  under  this  program  with  sixty-seven 
being  of  a continuous  routine.  The  Youth  Employment,  for  youths  lb- 
22  tries  to  place  youth  looking  for  full-time,  part-time  or  summer 
employment.  These  jobs  are  placed  with  businesses  within  the  area.  A 
total  of  74  jobs  were  placed  under  this  program.  The  S.P.E.D.Y. 
program,  a federally  funded  program  under  C.E.T.A.  is  for  Reading 
Youth  14-17  from  economically  disadvantaged  families.  Under  this 
program  youth  work  25  hours  per  week  during  the  summer  for  various 
Town  departments  and  during  the  winter,  eight  hours  per  week.  The 
program  has  a total  of  100  young  people,  78  during  the  summer  and 
22  during  the  winter.  The  program  is  completely  federal  funded  and 
offers  counseling  services.  The  G.E.D.  program  is  for  high  school  drop- 
outs who  wish  to  receive  a high  school  diploma.  Under  this  program  a 
young  person  works  thirty  hours  and  goes  to  school  ten  hours,  receiving 
a diploma  by  taking  a high  school  equivilancy  exam.  A total  of  eleven 
Reading  High  School  drop-outs  have  received  their  diplomas  this  past 
year  under  the  program.  The  college  work  study  program  is  developed 
through  close  cooperation  of  the  Youth  Office  and  College  student 
financial  aid  offices.  The  program  is  federally  funded  and  allows  students 
to  work  in  various  Town  departments  during  the  summer  to  earn  money 
to  cover  their  college  expenses. 

As  the  Collective  Bargaining  Agent  for  the  Town  with  the  Police, 
Fire,  B.P.W.,  Cemetery  and  Forestry  labor  organizations,  the  Board, 
after  several  months  of  difficult  negotiations,  finalized  two  year  con- 
tracts with  these  organizations.  All  parties  devoted  much  time  towards 
the  successful  conclusion  which  should  benefit  the  best  interests  of  the 
Community. 

After  many  months  of  study  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  working  closely 
with  the  Police  Station  Study  Committee,  submitted  an  application  for 
funds  to  build  a new  police  station  under  the  Economic  Development 
Administration’s  Public  Works  grants  program.  Although  the  application 
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was  not  approved  in  the  first  round  of  funding,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be 
funded  in  a future  round.  The  Board  wishes  to  express  a special  thank 
you  to  the  Police  Station  Study  Committee  who  devoted  a great  deal 
of  time  working  in  a very  tight  schedule  to  meet  application  require- 
ments. 

Among  the  new  appointments  for  the  year  was  a new  dog  officer. 
Through  a strengthening  of  procedures  the  Board  has  increased  the 
effectiveness  of  the  leash  law  resulting  in  an  increase  in  number  of 
fines  and  a decrease  in  violations. 

The  Building  Maintenance  Department  responsible  for  the  Municipal 
Building,  Community  Center,  Police  Station,  both  Fire  Stations, 
Police  Annex,  Fire  Alarm  Buildings  and  the  Depot  has  continued  in 
its  second  year  as  a full  operating  department  by  furthering  its  efforts 
in  upgrading,  renovating  and  preventive  maintenance  in  these  buildings. 
It  has  expanded  its  centralized  purchasing  program  in  an  effort  to  cut 
costs. 

The  usual  number  of  licenses  and  permits  were  granted  and  there 
were  56  residents  drawn  for  jury  duty. 

The  Board  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  for  the  cooperation  of  many 
departments  and  to  those  citizens  who  have  contributed  their  time  and 
effort  in  aiding  them  towards  their  goals. 
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Report  of  the  Police  Department 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Municipal  Building 
Reading,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  a report  of  your  Police  Department  for  the  year  1976: 

The  Department  is  presently  operating  with  a force  of  forty-two  men, 
consisting  of  Chief,  three  Lieutenants,  one  Lieutenant-Detective,  three 
Sergeants,  four  Patrolman-  Detectives,  one  Safety  Officer  and  twenty- 
nine  Patrolmen. 

Three  Officers  retired  from  the  Police  Department  during  the  year 
1976.  Ptl.  John  A.  Bilicki,  appointed  to  the  December  on  June  6,  1952, 
retired  on  a disability  pension  on  April  3,  1976.  Ptl.  Gerald  C.  Powers, 
appointed  to  the  Police  Department  on  September  29,  1968,  retired  as 
a Police  Officer  on  a disability  pension  resulting  from  injuries  in  a 
cruiser  accident  while  on  duty  on  July  25,  1975.  Ptl.  Henry  F.  Rich, 
who  was  appointed  as  a Police  Officer  in  this  Department  on  November 
12,  1972,  retired  on  a disability  pension  on  November  27,  1976,  as  a 
result  of  injuries  received  in  the  line  of  duty. 

One  appointment  was  made  to  the  Department  during  the  year  1976  - 
that  of  Bruce  J.  Donaghey  who  was  appointed  on  July  3,  1976. 

As  a result  of  a Sergeant’s  promotional  examination  given,  William 
F.  Keefe  and  Gerald  F.  Hoyt  were  appointed  Sergeants  on  August  15, 
1976. 

The  members  of  the  Police  Reserve  have  rendered  another  year  of 
invaluable  service  to  the  Town.  These  men  are  trained  to  operate  all 
phases  of  work  in  this  Department,  serve  at  all  special  occasions  and 
handle  traffic  duty  for  the  various  Churches.  The  time  and  effort 
expended  by  the  men  of  the  Police  Reserve  are  donated  without  monetary 
compensation,  and  these  men  deserve  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of 
all  citizens. 

Also  complementing  our  regular  Police  Department  is  our  force  of 
twenty  School  Traffic  Officers  who  supervise  the  crossing  of  children 
on  their  way  to  and  from  school  at  various  locations  about  town. 
These  Officers  have  proved  to  be  devoted  to  their  duties  and  are  a 
great  asset  to  this  Department  and  to  the  Town. 
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Following  are  the  arrests  and  various  services  performed: 


Arrests 138 

Persons  Held  in  Protective  Custody 180 

Motor  Vehicle  Violations 3941 

Parking  Violations 1502 

Juveniles  Apprehended 103 

Juvenile  cases  in  Court 48 

Special  Investigations 460 

Auto  Accidents  Investigated 346 

Teletype  messages  sent Approx. 3300 

Fees  Collected 

Bicycle  Decals $54.25 

Revolver  Permits 750.00 

Firearms  Identification  Cards 384.00 

Motorized  Equipment 

1 1976  Ford  sedan Chief’s  car 

2 1976  Ford  sedans Cruisers 

1 1975  Ford  sedan Cruiser 

1 1974  Ford  sedan Cruiser 

1 1976  Subaru  wagon Safety  Car 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
and  the  citizens  of  Reading  for  their  continued  support  of  their  Police 
Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  BEAUDOIN 
Chief  of  Police 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Health 


BOARD  MEMBERS 


Dr.  Thomas  J.  Dowd 
Mr.  John  D.  Cafazzo 
Mrs.  Sandra  J.  Trainor 


Chairman 

Member 

Member 


STAFF 


Mr.  James  J.  Nugent,  Jr.  Health  Agent 

Mrs.  Mary  Polychrones  Senior  Clerk 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


735, Inc. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Guidance  Center 
Combined  Visiting  Nurses  Association 
Dr.  Gardiner  A.  Lester 
Health  Advisory  Council 


Drug  Related  Health  Care 
Mental  Health 
Visiting  Nurses  Expense 
Animal  Inspector 
Health  Needs 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

In  April  of  1977,  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Dowd  will  step  down  from  his 
elected  position  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Health.  His  unselfish  role 
and  expertise  and  leadership  and  vast  knowledge  and  gentle  persuasion 
as  a member  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health  will  be  greatly  missed. 

This  past  year  has  been  a productive  one  for  the  Board.  Several 
clinics  were  conducted.  In  the  face,  a general  health  screening  clinic  was 
offered  to  the  community.  Tests  were  available  for  diabetes,  blood  pres- 
sure, anemia,  albumen,  tuberculosis,  height,  weight.  Health  counseling 
was  also  available.  Additional  services  were  provided  through  hyper- 
tension screening,  lead  screening  clinics  for  pre-schoolers  and  tests  for 
hearing  difficulties. 

The  Board  of  Health  continues  to  do  lead  paint  testing  in  dwellings 
that  are  bought,  sold,  or  leased  to  any  family  having  children  under  the 
age  of  six. 

The  Board  of  Health  continues  its  mosquito  spraying  program. 
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Bacteriological  examinations  of  local  food  establishments  continue 
on  a regular  basis.  Milk  samples  are  taken  on  a monthly  basis.  Samples 
of  the  town  water  supplies  are  taken  as  needed.  Successful  Rabies 
clinic  was  held  this  past  spring  with  approximately  260  animals  innoc- 
ulated.  The  Board  of  Health  encourages  all  dog  owners  to  participate  in 
this  program. 

The  Health  Advisory  Council  conducted  a town-wide  study  on 
health  needs  and  will  be  continuing  their  needed  input  into  the  health 
services  in  the  Town  of  Reading. 

In  addition  to  these  activities  are  the  services  of  Eastern  Middlesex 
Guidance  Center,  735,  Inc.,  Combined  Visiting  Nurses  Association,  and 
Dr.  G.  Lester,  animal  inspector. 

The  Board  of  Health  will  continue  to  up-grade  its  services  to  the 
community  for  the  coming  year. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AGENT 

To  the  Board  of  Health 
Gentlemen: 

Number  of  inspections  made  and  various  services  performed  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1976: 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JAMES  J.  NUGENT,  JR. 
Health  Agent 


AIR  POLLUTION 

Complaints 


25 


HEALTH  SCREENING  PROGRAMS 

Swine  Flu 
Hard  of  Hearing 
Hypertension 
Lead-blood  Level 
Mantoux 
Sugar,  Albumin 


15 


3 

2 

2 
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HOUSE  INSPECTIONS 

Lead  Paint  Testing-dwellings  192 

Sanitary  Car  Violations  22 

MILK  AND  FOOD  ANALYSIS 

Milk  Samples  111 

Food  Establishment  Inspections-school  cafeteria  44 

Swab  Test  Cultures-utensils-schools-restaurants  178 

WATER  QUALITY 

Water  Analysis  samples  8 

Swimming  Pool  Water  sample  8 

Consulting  Sub-surface  Sewerage  System  4 

Percolation  Test  Witness  4 

Overflowing  Septic  Systems  25 


NUMBER  OF  PERMITS  ISSUED  AND  FEES  COLLECTED 


Removal  of  Garbage  8 

New  Sewage  Installations  2 

Vapor  Bath  Establishment  1 

Masseuse  Licenses  18 

Livestock  Permits  13 

Frozen  Desserts  34 

Milk  & Cream  37 

Food  Establishments  49 

Manufacturing  of  Frozen  Desserts 

Bakery  1 

Catering  5 

Swimming  Pools  3 

Purchase  of  Syringes  License  1 

Court  Hearings  2 

Burial  Permits  issued  26 

Public  Health  Seminars  8 

Removal  of  Dead  Animals  168 

T ransportation  of  Vaccine  1 5 

Vermin  Control  at  Town  Sanitary  Landfill  12 

Animal  Bites  72 

Reported  Diseases  96 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  J.  NUGENT,  JR. 
Health  Agent 


$ 38. 
10. 
50. 
90. 
13. 
34. 

74. 
245. 

5. 
25. 

75. 
.50 
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Reading  735,  Inc. 

Reading  Board  of  Health 
Town  Hall 
Reading,  Mass. 

At  735  in  Reading  we  have  continued  with  our  programs  from  the 
past  year  and  have  introduced  some  new  activities  in  our  programming 
for  fiscal  1976-77.  Bob  McCarthy  moved  to  the  position  of  Director 
of  Counseling  at  735  in  Melrose  and  Bruce  Burkland  has  taken  his 
place  in  Reading. 

We  are  in  our  second  year  in  the  Rap  Room  at  Reading  Memorial 
High  School.  This  program  continues  to  attract  new  students  who  become 
involved  in  informal  discussions  in  the  Rap  Room  and  who  utilize  the 
counselors  in  a variety  of  informal  and  formal  settings.  We  are  working 
closely  with  the  Guidance  and  Special  Needs  offices  and  with  Assistant 
Principals  and  teachers. 

The  Reading  735  staff  has  continued  to  speak  to  community  groups 
and  organizations  about  out  programs  and  the  needs  of  youth.  We  have 
become  involved  with  a steering  committee,  an  offshoot  from  a Con- 
ference on  Youth  Concerns,  which  will  hopefully  lead  to  the  development 
of  a youth/community  forum  in  Reading.  735  staff  is  also  involved  with 
the  Woburn  Court  Project  Case  program  and  works  closely  with  the 
court  as  youth  advocates. 

We  are  offering  more  activities  and  workshops  at  the  Center  this  year 
as  well  as  tutoring  sessions  with  students  in  response  to  expressed 
and  perceived  needs  in  these  areas.  We  have  also  utilized  the  Expedition 
735  program  more  this  year  and  participation  in  these  activities  by 
Reading  youth  has  increased  greatly. 

The  735  Center  in  Reading  continues  to  offer  group,  individual  and 
family  counseling  to  the  youth  and  families  of  Reading  as  well  as  crisis 
intervention,  legal  and  educational  advocacy  and  a variety  of  referral 
services.  In  addition  to  the  outpatient  counseling  services,  Expedition  735, 
Hot  Line,  735  House  (adolescent  residency),  and  Foster  Care  Programs 
that  are  available  to  Reading  residents,  735  has  introduced  a Temporary 
Shelter  and  casework  program  to  serve  the  needs  of  youth  and  families 
in  Reading. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JAN  BETZ 
BRUCE  BURKLAND 
Outreach  Workers 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

EASTERN  MIDDLESEX  MENTAL  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION 


The  Eastern  Middlesex  Guidance  Center  offers  mental  health  services 
to  residents  of  the  Area  on  an  outpatient  basis.  The  Guidance  Center 
is  operated  on  a partnership  basis  by  the  Eastern  Middlesex  Mental  Health 
Association  and  the  Department  of  Mental  Health.  The  Association 
is  a private  non-profit  corporation  whose  members  either  live  or  work  in 
the  area  and  are  interested  in  the  promotion  Qf  positive  mental  health 
programs.  Five  distinct  program  areas  are  covered  by  the  Guidance  Center: 
Outpatient  for  all  ages;  Consultation  and  Education;  Aftercare;  Emer- 
gency Evaluation  and  Crisis  Intervention;  Children’s  Services.  These 
programs  are  complemented  by  additional  specialized  services  such  as 
the  “Activity  Center’’.  The  Activity  Center,  which  has  operated  for 
several  years,  promotes  an  individual’s  positive  self-image  through  part- 
icipation in  various  activities  according  to  a specifically  developed  service 
plan.  The  Volunteer  Program  is  another  service  which  offers  opportu- 
nities for  people  to  become  involved  with  Guidance  Center  programs  in 
a variety  of  ways.  Volunteers  may  be  a friend  to  someone  who  needs 
one  or  may  take  part  in  a socialization  group.  Every  volunteer  participates 
in  a training  program  provided  by  the  Director  of  Volunteer  Services. 

The  services  of  the  Guidance  Center  are  supported  through  three 
major  sources:  community  tax  appropriations,  the  Department  of  Mental 
Health  and  client  fees.  The  fee  schedule  is  on  a sliding  scale  based  both 
on  family  income  and  size.  Services,  however,  are  never  refused  due  to 
an  inability  to  pay. 

The  State  provides  professional  personnel  such  as  psychiatrists  and 
psychologists;  during  1976  a three  member  Crisis  Intervention  Team  was 
assigned  to  the  Center  by  the  Department  of  Mental  Health.  The  com- 
munity tax  requests  are  based  proportionately  on  the  services  provided 
during  the  previous  year. 

In  1976  the  Guidance  Center  provided  more  than  23,000  hours  of 
service  to  the  Eastern  Middlesex  Area  with  approximately  22%,  or  5050 
hours,  specifically  for  Reading  residents.  Individual,  Family,  Couple, 
Activity  and  Group  therapy  sessions  accounted  for  more  than  50%  of 
all  service  hours  provided.  In  1976  603  new  clients  came  to  the  Center 
of  whom  103  were  Reading  residents.  Services  are  provided  to  clients  of 
all  ages  although  in  1976  approximately  66%  of  the  new  clients  were 
16  years  of  age  and  older. 
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FINANCIAL  ACCOUNTING  REGARDING  EASTERN  MIDDLESEX 
MENTAL  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION 


TAX  LEVY  from  the  Town  of  Reading  30,000 

FEES  paid  by  clients  of  Reading  7,094 

Paid  by  766  1 ,440 


TOTAL  38,534 


Additional  Information  at  E.M.M.H.A. 

GENERAL  FUND 


PUBLIC  SUPPORT  AND  REVENUE: 
Public  Support  - 


From  Communities* 

139,457 

Grant  Income  - Melrose  Mini  School 

20,364 

Grant  Income  - Activity  Center  ** 

17,922 

Donations 

748 

Revenue  - 

Clinic  Fees 

33,516 

Interest  Income  - 

1,084 

Miscellaneous 

417 

TOTAL  SUPPORT  & REvenue 

213,508 

REPORT  OF  COMBINED  VISITING  NURSE  ASSOCIATION 


Tuberculosis  Control 

Active  patients:  2 

Positive  Reactors:  12 

Annual  Review:  12 

Diagnosed  this  year:  1 

Positive  reactors  referred  to  Middlesex  County  Hospital:  2 


* Melrose  Mini  School  - The  Melrose  Mini  School  program  is  a com- 
munity service  program  under  control  of  the  Melrose  Public  School 
Department.  The  Association  is  a conduit  for  funds  and  paymaster, 
and  it  receives  an  administrative  fee  annually  for  this  service. 

**  Sources  of  Grant  - Dept,  of  Public  Welfare,  Office  for  Children, 
Dept,  of  Mental  Health. 
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Follow-up  communicable  disease: 

Salmonella:  6 

Clinics: 

October  1976  Health  Screening  Clinic 

October  1976  Swine  Flu  Clinic  1 

November  1976  Lead  Screening  Clinic 

December  1976  Swine  Flu  Clinic 

Home  Visits:  14 

It  has  been  a very  busy  year  with  the  numerous  clinics,  and  in  part- 
icular the  Swine  Flu  immunizations.  We  also  gave  Flu  immunizations 
at  the  Reading  Nursing  Home. 

Currently  we  are  involved  with  the  Board  of  Health,  Reading  School 
Department  and  University  of  Mass.  School  of  Public  Health  to  survey 
the  blood  pressure  of  300  high  school  students,  300  Stoneham  High 
School  students.  The  purpose  of  this  survey  is  to  see  if  the  high  sodium 
content  in  Reading  water  supply  has  any  affect  on  the  students  blood 
pressure.  The  study  will  be  carried  out  the  week  of  March  31 , 1977  and 
the  week  of  March  28,  1977.  We  look  forward  to  the  results  of  the 
survey.  The  Combined  Visiting  Nurse  Association  is  committed  to 
follow-up  the  families  of  the  students  that  are  identified  as  abnormal. 

JACQUELYN  S.  DEEGAN,  P.N. 

Executive  Director 


FOR  THE  READING  BOOK 

The  Combined  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  North  Reading,  Reading, 
Stoneham,  Woburn  and  Wakefield  in  1976-1977  continued  to  provide 
community  health  service  to  the  Town  of  Reading.  This  included  follow- 
up of  tuberculosis,  and  other  communicable  diseases,  and  premature 
infants.  We  provided  several  clinics,  swine  flu,  lead  screening  and  adult 
health  screening. 
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Report  of  the 
Inspector  of  Animals 

To  The  Honorable  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year 
January  1,  1976  to  January  1,  1977. 

Fifty  five  dogs,  two  cats,  1 Gerbil  and  1 rabbit  were  quarantined 
for  ten  days  for  biting  or  inflicting  a wound  on  various  individuals. 
One  Hamster  bit  two  Reading  people,  was  destroyed,  sent  to  the  lab- 
oratory with  a negative  report  for  Rabies  returned  subsequently.  Two 
dogs  killed  via  automobiles  were  sent  to  the  laboratory  as  a precaution 
but  the  return  results  were  negative.  One  dead  bat  that  had  bitten  no 
one  was  sent  to  the  laboratory  and  again  the  laboratory  results  were 
negative. 

The  annual  inspection  of  all  barns  and  sheds  housing  livestock,  and 
the  livestock  within  the  town,  was  conducted  as  per  request  of  the 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Animal  Health,  disclosing  there  to  be  two 
cows,  two  bulls,  two  sheep,  thirty  horses  and  forty  ponies. 

No  Contagious  Infectious  diseases  were  noted. 

The  inspection  this  year  was  more  comprehensive  in  as  much  as 
it  was  necessary  to  know  the  breeds  of  horses,  whether  they  were  vac- 
cinated versus  Eastern  and  Western  Equine  Encephalomyelitis,  and 
whether  they  were  checked  for  Swamp  Fever. 

More  dogs  are  being  let  out  at  night  because  of  the  leash  law  and 
more  dogs  are  being  hit  by  automobilies  at  night. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GARDINER  A.  LESTER,  DVM 
Inspector  of  Animals 
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Report  of  the  Dog  Officer 


The  year  1976  has  seen  significant  changes  within  this  department. 
Ralph  C.  Marden,  III  resigned  as  dog  officer  and  a new  dog  officer, 
Ceil  Gallagher,  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Prior  to 
his  resignation  Mr.  Marden  answered  401  complaints  on  dogs  investigated, 
182  dogs  were  picked  up  and  confined,  120  were  claimed  by  their  owners, 
32  were  destroyed  and  30  were  sold  to  other  owners.  There  were  313 
dogs  reported  lost  of  which  123  were  found.  Approximately  30  other 
animals  were  picked  up  and  either  released  or  destroyed.  Fifty  eight 
court  fines  were  issued  and  Town  fines  amounted  to  $244,  which  were 
turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer. 

Since  Miss  Gallagher  has  taken  the  office  a new  program  has  been 
designed  to  increase  enforcement  of  the  leash  law.  Through  her  efforts 
part  of  the  boarding  fees  for  animals  picked  up  will  be  reimbursed  from 
the  county.  Patrol  hours  have  been  increased. 

From  best  estimates  there  are  close  to  3,000  dogs  in  the  Town.  Although 
the  Dog  Officer  is  making  every  effort  to  enforce  the  leash  law,  this  type 
of  law  can  only  work  if  all  citizens  co-operate  to  make  it  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CEIL  GALLAGHER 
Dog  Officer 
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Report  of  the  Building  Inspector 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 


Gentlemen: 

I hearby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1976 


71 

New  Dwellings 

$2,783,535 

64 

Alterations 

275,279 

74 

Additions 

387,870 

1 1 

Comm.  Foundations  or  Buildings 

448,203 

60 

Roofs 

59,165 

33 

Pools 

83,039 

9 

Garages 

35,600 

4 

Fire  Jobs 

13,500 

14 

Signs 

8,387 

16 

Accessory  Buildings 

10,408 

3 

Miscellaneous  Structures 

28,500 

6 

Razed  Buildings 

7,350 

Total  estimated  cost  of  all  new  and  remodeled  buildings 
for  the  past  year.  $4, 140,836 


Total  number  of  permits  issued  365 

Fees  were  received  in  the  amount  of  $13,943.72.  These  have  been 
turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer  and  receipts  for  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  STAMATIS 
Inspector  of  Buildings 
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Report  of  the  Gas  Inspector 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1976.  A 
total  of  91  permits  were  issued  and  inspected.  Fees  were  received  in  the 
amount  of  $453.00. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  R.  HARRISON 
Gas  Inspector 

Report  of  the  Plumbing  Inspector 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1976. 
A total  of  211  permits  were  issued  and  inspected.  Fees  were  received 
in  the  amount  of  $1 ,837.00. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  R.  HARRISON 
Plumbing  Inspector 

Report  of  the  Wire  Inspector 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  of  1976.  There  were  399 
Permits  issued  and  inspected.  A total  of  $2,270.75  in  fees  was  collected 
and  turned  over  to  the  Treasurer’s  Office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BLANCHARD  K.  STODDART 
Wiring  Inspector 
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Report  of  the  Planning  Board 

Zoning  continued  to  be  a topic  of  major  interest  for  the  Reading 
Planning  Board.  During  1976,  a new  multi  colored  zoning  map  was  pro- 
duced that  incorporated  the  changes  in  zoning  districts  voted  by  Town 
Meeting  since  1970.  The  new  map  was  made  available  to  all  Town  Meet- 
ing Members.  A major  reorganization  and  recodification  of  the  Town’s 
Zoning  By-Laws  was  initiated  in  late  1976.  The  result  of  this  work  will 
be  a more  readable,  comprehensible  By-Law  incorporating  the  man- 
dated requirements  of  Chapter  808.  The  revised  Zoning  By-Law'  will 
be  presented  to  Town  Meeting  for  approval  in  1977. 

On  April  20,  1976,  the  Planning  Board  held  a public  hearing  on  the 
rezoning  of  a parcel  of  land  on  Jacob  Way.  The  Planning  Board  issued 
a positive  recommendation  for  rezoning  but  the  article  was  not  passed 
by  Town  Meeting. 

On  October  18,  1976,  the  Planning  Board  held  a public  hearing  on  a 
proposed  by-law  that  would  place  a two  year  moratorium  on  the  con- 
struction of  all  apartment  buildings  in  the  Town.  The  proposed  by- 
law specifically  cited  a ban  on  the  construction  of  subsidized  housing 
under  Chapter  774.  The  public  hearing  was  lengthy  with  heated  but 
orderly  debate.  The  Planning  Board  gave  a negative  recommendation 
on  the  proposed  by-law.  The  Planning  Board  suggested  an  alternative 
approach  of  cooperation  and  negotiation  with  the  developer  of  Chapter 
774  housing.  By  assuming  a positive  posture,  the  Town  retains  local 
control  under  Chapter  774.  If  the  Town  assumes  a negative  posture, 
tne  developer  of  Chapter  774  housing  can  appeal  to  the  State  level 
for  relief  of  local  restrictions.  There  does  not  exist  a mechanism  for  local 
input  and  control  at  State  level.  The  proposed  by-law  was  not  passed 
by  Town  Meeting. 

Even  with  this  development,  low  and  moderate  income  housing  in  the 
Town  will  continue  to  be  in  short  supply.  Without  positive  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Town,  we  can  anticipate  future  additional  proposals 
for  development  of  Chapter  774  subsidized  housing  in  Reading. 

The  Planning  Board  initiated  a Town  Government  Space  Study  in 
September,  1976.  The  purpose  of  this  study  it  to  determine  the  present 
and  long  term  space  needs  of  the  Town.  A questionaire  was  developed 
and  sent  to  all  boards,  departments,  commissions  and  committees  in 
late  September  requesting  their  present  and  future  space  requirements. 
Due  to  the  poor  response  from  most  portions  of  Town  Government, 
the  Space  Study  is  behind  schedule.  At  the  end  of  December,  a total  of 
twelve  (12)  questionaires  out  of  45  had  been  returned. 

Chapter  807  was  signed  into  law  in  December,  1975  by  the  Governor. 

192 


This  law  required  all  cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth  to  prepare 
a statement  on  Local  Growth  Policy.  The  Planning  Board  took  an 
active  role  in  the  development  of  the  Local  Growth  Policy  Statement  for 
the  Town.  Reading’s  statement  on  Local  Growth  Policy  was  intregrated 
with  other  statements  from  the  101  member  communities  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Area  Planning  Council  (MAPC)  forming  a Regional  Report  on 
Growth  Policy.  The  Planning  Board  and  the  Town  had  an  active  partic- 
ipation in  the  writing  of  the  Regional  Report  through  the  Town’s 
MAPC  representative.  The  major  conclusion  of  the  Regional  Report 
was  the  pressing  need  for  property  tax  relief. 

At  the  1976  Spring  Town  Meeting,  the  Planning  Board  requested 
full-time  professional  support.  Town  Meeting  did  not  approve  the 
funding  for  a Town  Planner.  As  a result,  Reading  continued  to  do 
individual  project  planning  without  a comprehensive  Town  Plan. 
During  the  past  year,  several  major  Town  projects  were  proposed  with 
little  or  no  input  from  the  Planning  Board  or  other  Town  boards. 
One  of  these  proposed  projects  was  a major  new  public  facility  to 
be  located  on  the  current  Town  dump.  The  need  for  this  facility  had 
been  determined,  the  site  selected  and  the  funding  source  identified 
without  any  input  or  even  any  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  Planning 
Board.  Indeed,  your  Town  Planning  Board  became  aware  of  this  major 
Town  Project,  not  from  other  Town  officials,  but  from  the  Town’s 
newspaper. 

It  is  the  position  of  the  Planning  Board  that  the  only  and  proper 
approach  to  coordinate  the  Town’s  planning  function  is  to  hire  a full-time 
professional  planner.  By  instituting  an  objective  planning  function 
into  Town  government,  duplication  of  effort  and  conflicts  between 
Town  boards  will  be  avoided.  As  an  added  benefit,  the  Town  will 
obtain  objective  prioritization  of  its  needs.  This  policy  of  the  Planning 
Board  was  reinforced  by  the  1976  Fall  Town  Meeting,  when,  on  a 
motion  by  Mrs.  Gayle  Wood,  Town  Meeting  instructed  the  Planning 
Board  to  include  the  hiring  of  a full-time,  professional  planner  in  its 
fiscal  year  1978  budget.  The  Planning  Board  will  comply  with  this 
request  of  Town  Meeting  by  requesting  a Town  Planner  at  the  Spring 
1977  Town  Meeting. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Planning  Board 
MAUREENT.  O’BRIEN, 
Chairman 

GEORGE  V.  HINES, 

Secretary 

CHARLES  J.  KELLER,  Member 
CURT  E.  NITZSCHE,  Member 
JOSEPH  C.  STURM,  Member 
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Report  of  the 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I submit  my  report  as  Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control  for  1976. 

About  three  hundred  elms  were  checked  for  Dutch  Elm  Disease. 
The  shade  tree  Laboratory  at  Amherst  certified  one  hundred  and  thirty 
of  these  trees  as  being  diseased.  One  hundred  and  twenty  have  been 
removed  to  the  landfill  site  for  burial,  and  most  of  the  stumps  have 
been  cut  below  grade  on  roadside  locations.  The  remaining  ten  elms  will 
be  removed  as  we  receive  release  forms  from  property  owners.  An 
additional  two  hundred  and  thirty  three  elms  were  removed  from  private 
property  that  were  dead  and  infested  with  the  elm  bark  beetle,  the 
carrier  of  the  Dutch  Elm  Disease. 

A dormant  spray  of  Methoxychlor  was  applied  to  the  public  elm 
trees  for  the  control  of  the  Elm  Bark  Beetle.  The  spray  for  the  control 
of  leaf  eating  insects  and  other  shade  tree  pests  were  applied  as  usual  to 
the  public  shade  trees. 

Respectfully  submitted 

IRVING  E.  DICKEY,  JR. 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control 


Report  of  the  Tree  Warden 

To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

I submit  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  for  1976. 

Twenty  elm  trees  were  removed  from  public  property  infected  with 
Dutch  Elm  Disease.  It  was  also  necessary  to  remove  one  hundred  twenty 
four  additional  trees,  twenty  two  were  removed  to  assist  other  depart- 
ments and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  two  were  either  dead  or  in 
a dangerous  condition. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  trees  were  planted,  most  of  these  were  planted 
adjacent  to  the  sidewalk.  An  additional  one  hundred  and  ten  trees  were 
planted  on  new  developments  for  the  Town  of  Reading  by  private  con- 
tractors. 
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The  low  branches  and  dead  wood  were  removed  from  sixty  five 
streets.  The  light  wires  were  also  cleared  on  these  streets,  and  the  Electric 
Light  Department  paid  for  this  clearance.  The  Telephone  Company 
has  also  been  billed  for  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted 

IRVING  E.  DICKEY,  JR. 

Report  of  the  Personnel  Board 

The  Board  underwent  a number  of  changes  during  this  past  year 
due  to  the  resignation  at  mid-term  of  Mr.  David  Kruger  and  Mr.  William 
Winslow  whose  posts  were  filled  by  Mrs.  Charlotte  Thompson  and  Mr. 
Domenic  Patalano.  In  December  the  Board  regretted  the  resignation 
of  two  long-time  members,  Mr.  James  Fandel  and  Chairman  Leo  Camp- 
bell, who,  along  with  other  dedicated  members,  past  and  present,  had 
helped  to  make  this  Board  a meaningful  and  viable  Committee. 

To  bring  the  Board  to  its  full  quota  of  Membership  the  Finance 
Committee  appointed  Mr.  Bayard  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Winslow  Blake 
was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  vacant  position  of  Chairman  was  accepted  by  Mr.  John  Newman 
who  has  been  a member  since  1973. 

During  the  year  the  Board’s  main  project  was  the  further  development 
of  a system  for  preparing  Standard  Job  Descriptions  and  updating 
the  Job  Classification  and  Compensation  Plan.  It  was  felt  that  a pro- 
fessional source  should  be  used  for  this  purpose.  After  contacting  three 
reliable  firms  who  specialize  in  Municipal  Plans  of  this  genre,  and 
obtaining  quotes  for  the  development  of  such,  it  appeared  too  costly 
a venture  at  this  time. 

After  meetings  with  Department  Heads  and  Boards  it  was  agreed  that 
they  could  tackle  the  Job  Descriptions,  Job  Classification  & Compensation 
Plan  changes  themselves  with  the  help  of  the  Personnel  Board.  Much 
work  has  gone  into  this  program  and  it  is  now  felt  that  a system  is 
nearing  completion. 

A meeting  was  held  with  Precinct  Chairmen  to  explain  the  purpose 
of  a Personnel  Board  and  define  the  limits  of  its  authority.  Numerous 
questions  were  asked  of  Board  Members,  the  answers  to  which  explained 
the  functions  and  purpose  of  the  Board  and  clarified  many  issues 
for  the  Chairmen.  It  was  agreed  that  another  meeting  be  called  before 
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the  Annual  Town  Meeting  so  that  the  Personnel  Board  should  explain 
the  rationale  of  any  Warrant  Articles  that  might  be  presented  at  Town 
Meeting,  in  order  that  they  could  be  explained  clearly  to  Precinct  Members. 

The  Board  held  its  regularly  scheduled  Monday  Meetings  and  besides 
participating  in  numerous  sub-committee  meetings,  convened  with  other 
Boards  and  Department  Heads,  and  kept  abreast  of  collective  bargaining 
negotiations. 


JOHN  C.  NEWMAN,  Chairman 
CHARLOTTE  THOMPSON 
DOMENIC  A.  PATALANO 
WINSLOW  F.  BLAKE 
BAYARD  R.  LINCOLN 


Report  of  the 
Town  Forest  Committee 

To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

We  submit  our  report  for  the  year  1976,  and  through  the  current 
date. 

A parcel  of  8.827  acres  was  added  to  the  Town  Forest  by  purchase 
from  Chester  A.  Ellison  as  a result  of  a vote  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
in  May  1976.  The  area  of  the  Town  Forest  and  adjoining  Water  Depart- 
ment lands  is  now  approximately  277  acres. 

Guided  tours  of  the  Forest  were  given  by  a member  of  the  Committee 
for  several  Cub  Scout  packs.  A Girl  Scout  Brownie  troop  held  a cookout. 
The  Conservation  Commission  sponsored  hikes  in  the  Forest. 

Boy  Scouts  continued  to  camp  and  hike  in  the  Forest  throughout  the 
year,  and  carry  out  their  Good  Turns  by  doing  various  conservation 
projects. 

The  number  of  the  trees  in  the  Forest  was  increased  by  plantings  of 
additional  Norway  Red  Pine  and  Spanish  Scotch  Pine  saplings. 

During  the  winter,  there  has  been  more  activity  with  the  use  of  snow- 
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mobiles  and  cross  country  skis.  At  other  times  of  the  year,  the  Forest 
has  been  used  by  individuals  and  families  for  hikes  and  nature  study. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Town  Forest  Committee 
GEORGE  B.  PERRY,  Chairman 
IRVING  E.  DICKEY,  JR. 

Vice  Chairman 
BENJAMIN  E.  NICHOLS, 
Secretary 
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Report  of  the 
Land  Bank  Committee 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

We  submit  our  report  for  the  year  1976,  and  through  the  current  date. 

Your  committee  has  continued  to  add  information  to  the  record  files. 
This  includes  copies  of  maps  and  deeds,  along  with  detailed  items 
collected  from  many  sources. 

Your  committee  has  furnished  information  to  various  town  boards 
and  committees,  on  request  from  them.  They  have  found  the  Land  Bank 
Committee  a valuable  resource  center. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Land  Bank  Committee 

BENJAMIN  E.  NICHOLS, 
Chairman 

GEORGE  W.  COCHRANE,  3rd 
LESLIE  D.  STARK 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Appeals 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  Board  of  Appeals  received  32  petitions  during  1976  and  met  19 
times  to  act  on  these. 

Twelve  variances  were  granted  as  requested;  two  others  were  granted 
with  modifications.  Eight  Special  Permits  were  allowed.  Seven  petitions 
were  denied  and  the  three  were  withdrawn  upon  request  of  the  petitioner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  ANDERSON,  Chairman 


198 


Report  of  the  Cemetery  Trustees 

SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 

The  following  is  a report  of  departmental  activities  for  the  year 
beginning  January  1 , 1976  and  ending  December  3 1 , 1976: 


Interments 

Laurel  Hill 

Forest  Glen 

Total 

Adults 

31 

89 

120 

Cremation  Burials 

11 

4 

15 

Stillborns 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

43 

94 

137 

Total  to  date 

7,824 

2,032 

9,856 

Sale  of  Lots  & Graves 

8Grave  lots 

0 

1 

1 

4 Grave  lots 

0 

5 

5 

3 Grave  lots 

0 

5 

5 

2 Grave  lots 

0 

28 

28 

Single  Grave 

0 

* 18 

18 

Veterans  Graves  (free) 

0 

6 

6 

Total  number  of  Lots  & Graves  sold. 

Lots 

1,417 

1,300 

2,717 

Single  & Veterans 

Graves 

1,144 

362 

1,506 

Installation  of  foundations 

and  markers. 

Monuments 

2 

43 

45 

Markers 

16 

16 

32 

Veteran  Markers 

5 

15 

20 

Total 

23 

74 

97 

Laurel  Hill 

The  part  payment  plan  to  encourage  lot  owners  to  provide  a bequest 
fund  for  their  areas  has  met  with  approval.  Out  of  a total  of  65  billings 
for  annual  care  60  have  agreed  to  this  program  and  have  made  the  initial 
payment. 

*One  single  grave  for  Welfare  recepient.  (no  charge) 
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Laurel  Hill  was  relatively  free  of  vandalism  until  the  last  week  of  the 
year.  In  that  period  50  memorials  were  tipped  over.  The  Police  Depart- 
ment was  unsuccesful  in  finding  the  perpetrators  of  this  desecration. 

Forest  Glen 

The  entire  area  received  applications  of  fertilizer  in  the  spring  and 
fall.  A marked  improvement  in  grass  quality  resulted.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  program  may  be  continued. 

A new  section  containing  158  single  graves  was  laid  out  and  put  into 
operation.  Since  sale  of  these  is  limited,  this  reserve  will  be  adequate 
for  a number  of  years. 

Charles  Street 

During  the  year  approximately  12,000  cubic  yards  of  select  fill  was 
delivered  to  this  area  and  leveled.  This  additional  fill  brings  the  nine 
acre  area  scheduled  for  the  first  phase  of  the  program  to  be  completed 
up  to  sub  grade. 

The  initial  drainage  plan  had  to  be  revised  to  conform  with  Conservation 
regulations.  Several  hearings  have  been  held  with  this  Committee  and 
final  approval  is  now  pending.  It  is  imperative  that  the  north-easterly 
portion  of  the  drainage  system  be  completed  in  1977. 

The  Cemetery  Board  has  lost  a long  time  former  Cemetery  Superintend- 
ent and  Trustee  thru  the  death  of  Harold  F.  Davis  on  November  26,  1976. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  the  Cemetery’s  from  1946  until  his  retirement 
in  1962.  At  this  time  he  was  appointed  a trustee  on  the  Cemeteries  Board 
and  served  faithfully  until  his  death. 

His  knowledge  and  services  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  Board  of 
Cemetery  Trustees. 

We  regret  to  report  Stanley  F.  Maxwell  resigned  in  February  1976 
as  a trustee  on  the  Cemetery  Board  due  to  increased  business  activities. 

He  was  appointed  April  4,  1955  and  was  a very  dedicated  member  who 
gave  20  years  of  valuable  service  to  the  Board  and  Town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J. HENRY  VIK 
Superintendent 
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The  report  of  the  Superintendent  as  submitted  is  hereby  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  and  constitutes  its  Report  to  the  Town. 


CLIFFORD  P.  WADMAN, 
Chairman 

CHARLES  E.  ELLIS,  JR., 
Secretary 

HERBERT  F.  GENT,  JR. 
FREDC.  KENNEY,  JR. 
CARL  H.  AMON,  JR. 
EDOUARD  N.  DUBE’ 
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Report  of  Custodian  of 
Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Graves 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

In  compliance  with  Chapter  1 15  - Section  9 (Revised)  the  following 
war  veterans  were  interred  in  the  Cemeteries  of  Reading: 

WORLD  WAR  I 

Henry  S.  Blethen,  Veterans  Grove  136,  Forest  Glen. 

Alice  G.  Hunter,  Lot  90,  Laurel  Hill. 

Dr.  Merle  W.  Wescott,  Lot  1081,  Laurel  Hill. 

Harry  L.  Sawyer,  Lot  674,  Laurel  Hill. 

Albion  M.  Benton,  Lot  984,  Laurel  Hill. 

Harold  F.  Davis,  Lot  476,  Laurel  Hill. 

Joseph  P.  Skrodis,  Lot  1351,  Forest  Glen. 

Willis  F.  Bird,  Lot  247,  Forest  Glen. 

WORLD  WAR  II 

Albert  O.  LeBaron,  Lot  1353,  Forest  Glen. 

Philip  O.  Viollete,  Veterans  Grave  139,  Forest  Glen. 

Gordon  C.  Hede,  Lot  336,  Forest  Glen. 

Frederick  Groff,  Lot  94,  Forest  Glen. 

William  Gill,  Lot  934,  Forest  Glen. 

Richard  G.  Driscoll,  Lot  1 176,  Forest  Glen. 

Francis  J.  Kasper,  Lot  1229,  Forest  Glen. 

Arthur  McElree,  Veterans  Grave  19,  Forest  Glen. 

Harold  S.  McElmon,  Lot  1222,  Forest  Glen. 

Carl  H.  Hoyt,  Jr.,  Lot  937,  Forest  Glen. 
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Paul  T.  Feid,  Veterans  Grave  1 37,  Forest  Glen. 

William  F.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Lot  1 168,  Laurel  Hill. 

Gerald  W.  Humphrey,  Veterans  Grave  91 , Forest  Glen. 
Raymond  O.  Mansfield,  Lot  99-A,  Forest  Glen. 

Francis  A.  Blackley,  Veterans  Grave  92,  Forest  Glen. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  Veterans  of  all  wars  interred  in  Reading 
Cemeteries.  Where  a Veteran  of  the  armed  forces  served  in  more  than 
one  conflict  credit  is  only  given  for  one. 

Credited  Service  Veteran 

Revolutionary  War  41 

War  of  1812  12 

Mexican  War  2 

Civil  War  291 

Indian  War  1 

Spanish  War  29 

State  Guard  33 

World  War  1 272 

World  War  II  189 

Korean  War  12 

United  States  Air  Force  4 

Viet-Nam  13 

German  Occupation  Force  2 

901 

There  were  twenty  veteran  markers  furnished  by  the  Government 
set  free  of  charge. 

Harold  F.  Davis  retired  Custodian  of  Soldiers’  Graves  passed  away 
on  November  27,  1976.  He  was  a dedicated  public  servant  for  the. 
Town  of  Reading  for  many  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HENRY  VIK 

Custodian  of  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Graves 
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Report  of  the 
Veterans’  Services 

Board  of  Selectmen 
Municipal  Building 
Reading,  Massachusetts  01867 
Att:  Executive  Secretary 

Gentlemen: 

I respectfully  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  activities  of  this 
Department,  as  Director  of  Veterans’  Services,  Agent  of  Benefits,  In- 
vestigator and  Graves  Registration  Officer  and  Burial  Agent,  for  the 
period  of  31  December  1975  thru.  31  December  1976. 

Veterans’  Benefits 


Recipient  Expenditures  - Aid  46,7 10.89 

Recipients  Aided  (ordinary  budget)  78 

Medically  Aided  103 

Fuel  Aided  78 

Investigations  429 

Active  Cases  (31  Dec.,  1976)  24 

Total  Cases  (12  Month  period)  96 

GRAVE  REGISTRATIONS,  Interments  (12  Month  period) 

World  War  I 8 

World  War  II  15 

Veterans’  Services 

Disability  Compensation  & Widows  Pension  Applications  35 

Screening  & Assistance  - Social  Security  Disability, 

S.S.  Supplementary  Income  & for  Aged,  Blind  or  Disabled  42 

Screening  & Assistance  - Food  Stamp  Applications  135 

Mass.  Dept,  of  Employment  Security  Assistance  75 

Registration  assistance,  Jobs  for  Veterans  - EEO  - CETA- 
Operation  Mainstream  - Manpower  Inc.-  Security  Appointments- 
Professional  Job  Registration  Assistance-Applications  for  Civil 
Service,  (Federal,  State  & Town)  192 

Hospitalization-Out  Patient  Aid  & Assistance  68 

Veterans  Administration  & State  Hospital  Medical  & Psychiatric 
admissions  1 1 

Counselling  for:  V.A.  Pensions-  Medicaid-  BC  & BS  Health  Ins. 
Abatement  Assistance-  Geriatrics-  V.A.  Questionaire  Filing  203 
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Bonus  Application  Filing  Assistance  16 

School  Application  Assistance,  College-Dependent  Children- 
Vocational  Schools-  Vocational  Rehabilitation  122 

Application  Assistance  - on  the  Job  Training  1 3 

Pensions  Commissioned  (12  Month  Period)  Including: 

Vererans’  Administration  Non  Service  Connected  Disabilities, 
Veterans’  Administration  Service  Connected  Disabilities, 

Widow’s  Pensions-  School  Assistance  for  Dependent  Children- 
Post  Office  Annuities  - Civil  Service  Retirements  - Mortgage 
Insurance  Awards  - Social  Security  Disabilities  - Social  Security 
Retirements.  37 

Appointments  (Power  of  Attorney)  86 

This  Calendar  Year,  there  was  no  necessity  to  request  A Transfer  of 
Funds  from  the  Reserve  Account. 

Returned  to  The  General  Fund,  the  sum  of  $33,018.88 
The  forementioned  Sum,  Due  to  The  successful  Commission  of  Pensions 
and/or  Awards  to  recipients  from  Unemployment  Compensation-  Social 
Security  Disability  Social  Security  Supplementary  Income  - Veterans 
Administration  Pension  Increases,  Payment  of  Blue  Cross  and  Blue 
Shield  Deductible  requirements  (under  the  new  Laws,  Reimbursement 
of  funds  in  Accordance  with  The  Provisions  of  Section  5,  of  Chapter 
1 15  Mass.  General  Laws,  as  amended  by  :Chapter  493,  of  the  Acts  of 
1954  (Assignments)  Plus,  unexpended  funds  from  Administrative 
Salaries  and  Administrative  Expense  Accounts. 

Truly  yours, 

RUSSELL  F.  WINAM 
Agent-Director 
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Report  of  The 
Recreation  Department 


Recreation  is:  Sports  Clinic  Day  Camp  - 4 two  week  sessions,  June, 
July,  August.  Boys  and  girls  ages  9 -13  participated 
in  games,  sports,  crafts  and  assorted  trips. 

Recreation  is:  Nineteen-team  Competitive  Softball  League  for  Men  - 
May,  June,  July,  August.  Each  team  plays  a twenty-four 
game  schedule  with  a fifteen  man  roster. 

Recreation  is:  Red  Cross  Swimming  - June,  July,  August.  Instruction 
is  offered  in  all  phases  of  the  Red  Cross  program  from 
beginners  to  senior  life  savers  and  water  safety  instructors. 

Recreation  is:  Special  Events,  Fourth  of  July  Events,  Boston  Childrens’ 
Theatre,  Theatre  in  the  Green,  Piccolo  Players,  Cranberry 
Puppets,  Dorothy  Rankin  Puppets,  Little  Red  Wagon, 
Canobie  Lake  Trips,  Paragon  Park  Outing,  Baby  Parade, 
Intercommunity  Olympics,  Fair  and  Carnival. 

Recreation  is:  “Summerthing”  - a series  of  concerts  and  dances  for 
teenagers  featuring  outstanding  musical  artists  and 
groups. 

Recreation  is:  Tennis  Instruction  - formal  instruction  is  provided  to 
adults  in  the  fall,  spring  and  winter  at  the  Hawkes  Field 
House.  Tennis  instruction  is  provided  for  young  people 
9-15  years  of  age  at  the  Birch  Meadow  courts  during 
the  summer. 

Recreation  is:  Track  and  Field  Competitions  - Informal  jogging,  running 
and  field  events  are  available.  A more  formal  program  is 
offered  in  our  town-wide  track  meet,  intercommunity 
Olympics  and  Road  Race. 

Recreation  is:  Interpark  Competition  - leagues  and  tournaments  are 
conducted  in  baseball,  basketball,  street  hockey,  cro- 
quet and  kickball. 

Recreation  is:  Less  Competitive  Softball  for  Men  and  Women  - informal 
games  and  league  play  are  enjoyed  bi-weekly  with  over 
80  adults  participating. 
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Recreation  is:  Extensive  Arts  and  Crafts  Program  - creative  handicraft 
projects  are  an  important  phase  of  the  Recreation  picture. 

Recreation  is:  Middlesex  Summer  Basketball  League  - high  school  age 
boys  participate  in  a regular  summer  basketball  schedule 
against  Middlesex  League  opponents. 

Recreation  is:  Special  Beach  Trips,  Bike  Hikes  for  Teenagers  - a series 
of  short  and  long  distance  bike  trips  are  organized  for 
for  healthful  outdoor  experiences. 

Recreation  is:  Gymnastics,  Judo  and  Karate  Classess  - classes  are 
organized  for  young  and  old  to  perfect  their  skills  and 
stamina. 

Recreation  is:  Town-wide  Tennis  Tournaments  - public  tournaments  are 
set  up  for  men  and  women.  Singles  and  doubles  champions 
emerge. 

Recreation  is:  Dramatics  - boys  and  girls  are  encouraged  in  role-playing, 
puppetry  and  personal  expression. 

Recreation  is:  Unstructured  Basketball,  Volleyball  and  Exercises  for 
Adults  - bi-weekly  evening  sessions  are  held  at  the  Hawkes 
Field  House  for  men,  women,  and  high  school  youth 
from  October  to  May  1 . 

Recreation  is:  Reading  Youth  Basketball  Leagues  - three  divisions  of 
boys  and  girls  (9-10),  (11-12),  and  (13-15)  are  organized 
for  instruction  and  intramural  league  play.  Over  300 
young  people  participate  in  this  program  during  the 
months  of  December,  January,  February  and  March. 

Recreation  is:  Men’s  Competitive  Basketball  League  - six  to  eight 
teams  (about  10  men  on  each  roster)  play  a twenty-four 
game  schedule. 

Recreation  is:  Special  Playgrounds  program  for  Exceptional  Children 
in  Conjunction  with  Camp  Hope  - ten  to  fifteen  Reading 
youngsters  enjoy  the  games  and  fun  activities  at  the  camp. 


All  the  above  highlight  Recreation  in  Reading.  However,  structured 
and  unstructured  play  activities  at  Washington,  Eaton,  Birch  Meadow, 
Barrows,  Killam,  Memorial,  Sturgis,  the  Municipal  Pool  and  in  the 
Field  House  are  still  an  integral  part  of  the  total  Recreation  story. 
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These  daily  events  ranged  from  organized  volleyball,  kickball,  tether- 
ball,  jump  rope,  softball,  circle  and  peppy  games,  basketball,  story 
hours,  recreational  swimming,  touch  football  to  low-organized  games 
such  as  checkers,  pick-up  sticks,  dominoes,  guessing  contests,  jacks, 
etc.  Shuffle  board,  first-aid  instruction,  croquet,  badminton,  group 
singing,  sketch  classes  and  crafts  periods  were  other  parts  of  the  daily 
routine.  Over  a thousand  different  people  were  in  attendance  at  park 
happenings  each  day. 

Over  the  years,  we  continue  to  pursue  our  objectives  to  maintain 
high  recreational  standards  as  they  relate  to  personnel,  facilities,  and 
programming.  The  degree  of  achievement  is  measured  by  the  enthusiastic 
acceptance  of  our  efforts  by  the  people  of  Reading.  However,  we 
cannot  stand  on  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past.  The  demands 
for  public  recreation  are  ever-expanding.  It  is  our  responsibility  to  attempt 
to  meet  these  demands. 


Signed: 

DUANE  HEINECK,  Chairman 
JOHN  B.  PACINO,  Supt. 
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Report  of  the  Council  on  Aging 

The  Council  on  Aging  continued  their  recreational  and  educational 
activities  for  Senior  Citizens.  Classes  in  Embroidery,  Crewel,  Ceramics, 
Knitting,  Oil  Painting,  Choral,  Photography,  Exercise,  Crafts,  and 
Contract  Bridge  were  well  attended.  The  bowling  group  continues  to  be 
a favorite. 

The  class  schedule  was  discontinued  for  the  summer.  Programs  were 
held  on  alternate  Thursday  evenings.  They  included  cookouts,  games, 
a square  dance,  an  ice  cream  smorgasbord,  a pool  party,  a watermelon 
party,  and  Bingo  night.  Entertainment  was  provided  by  the  Check-mates 
and  a folk  singer.  The  movie  “Old  Fashioned  Woman’’  was  also  shown. 
Two  summer  theatre  parties  were  arranged  to  North  Shore  Music 
Theatre  in  Beverly. 

The  Council  Van  provided  transportation  to  and  from  classes  as 
well  as  to  meetings  of  the  Golden  Age  Club,  Council  events,  the  various 
shopping  centers,  the  bowling  session,  and  Reading  Square  Transportation 
was  also  available  for  medical  appointments  in  Reading  and  the  various 
clinics  the  Council  sponsors.  The  Council  also  sponsored  special  bus 
trips  to  Calef’s  Country  Store  in  Barrington,  N.H.,  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  Bull  Run  Restaurant. 

The  Town  has  continued  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  to  deliver 
health  services  to  the  Elderly.  The  combined  Visiting  Nurse  Association 
operates  a Blood  Pressure  Screening  Clinic  twice  a month.  In  cooperation 
with  the  Board  of  Health  two  Flu  Shot  Clinics  were  held  to  innoculate 
many  Reading  citizens  against  Swine  Flu.  Our  thanks  to  Mr.  Nugent  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  the  V.N.A.,  the  Red  Cross,  and  all  volunteers 
who  generously  donated  their  time  and  services. 

The  Annual  Dinner  was  again  held  at  St.  Athanasius  Church.  Attend- 
ance increased  this  year  to  325.  Fifteen  people  from  local  nursing  homes 
were  also  able  to  attend.  A strolling  accordianist  provided  the  entertain- 
ment. Prizes  and  flowers  were  generously  donated  by  Mr.  Abraham 
Berson,  Weston’s  and  Eric’s  Greenhouse. 

The  Council  Newsletter,  “The  Elderberries”,  was  sent  in  June  and 
September  to  all  known  elderly  in  Reading. 

In  December,  the  Council  sponsored  a study  of  elder  needs  and 
resources  in  Reading  prepared  by  students  from  the  Boston  College 
Graduate  School  of  Social  Work  under  the  supervision  of  Mystic  Valley 
Elder  Home  Care  Corporation.  This  study  has  proven  to  be  a valuable 
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asset  to  the  Council  in  determining  what  services  to  the  elderly  should 
be  expanded  or  added. 

The  special  discount  program,  co-sponsored  by  the  Council  and 
Patrons  for  Older  Adults,  is  now  in  its  second  year  of  operation.  To 
date,  over  900  cards  have  been  issued  to  elderly  citizens.  Over  thirty- 
five  local  merchants  have  joined  the  program. 

In  January  of  this  year,  the  Council  opened  a congregate  meal  site 
to  serve  hot  meals  to  the  elderly.  The  meals,  provided  by  Malden  Action, 
Inc.,  are  served  every  weekday  at  noon  in  the  Community  Center.  The 
meals  are  available  to  any  person  60  years  of  age  of  older.  We  are 
currently  serving  an  average  of  fifty  meals  per  day  at  the  site  and  delivering 
seven  meals  per  day  to  people  confined  to  their  homes. 

Many  volunteers  and  organizations  have  worked  with  the  Council  in 
making  our  program  a success.  We  extend  a special  thanks  to  all  of 
them. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

VIRGINIA  GENT  HODSON,  Chairman 
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Report  of  the 
Civil  Defense  Agency 


Civil  Defense  has  continued  as  a viable  agency  within  the  Community 
despite  cut-backs  at  the  State  level.  During  the  fuel  crises  the  office  was 
designated  as  the  agency  to  oversee  fuel  distribution  and  enforcement 
of  E.E.O.  regulations.  Aside  from  disasters  occuring  from  war,  the 
agency  is  designed  to  handle  natural  emergencies  such  as  flood,  earth- 
quakes or  hurricanes.  In  the  event  the  area  is  declared  a disaster  area 
because  of  these  natural  catastrophes,  the  agency  is  an  integral  part  of 
federal  reimbursement  procedures. 

Reading  is  fortunate  to  have  a team  of  communications  specialists 
under  the  direction  of  Robert  Niles  who  comprise  the  agency’s  radio 
team.  In  emergency  situations  the  agency’s  equipment  provides  not  only 
links  to  state,  federal,  and  other  municipalities  but  between  Town 
Departments  as  well. 

The  agency  enables  the  Town  to  buy  and  maintain  emergency  equip- 
ment and  government  surplus  property.  During  the  past  year  equipment 
such  as  gas  powered  chain  saws  were  purchased  for  the  D.P.W.,  office 
partitions  for  the  Building  Maintenance  Dept.,  etc.  which  represented 
a fifty  to  ninety  percent  savings  on  the  purchase  price.  In  addition, 
past  equipment  such  as  the  emergency  truck,  emergency  generating  equip- 
ment for  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments  are  maintained. 

In  future  building  programs  within  the  Town  Government  some  fund- 
ing may  be  available  through  the  agency. 

This  past  summer  the  agency  received  a set-back  from  lightning 
which  hit  its  radio  antennas  at  the  top  of  the  Community  Center.  This 
damage  amounted  to  $997.00  and  was  not  covered  due  to  the  $1,000.00 
deductible  clause  in  the  insurance.  Most  of  the  equipment  has  been 
repaired,  however,  at  a minimum  cost  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  radicrteam. 

A major  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  agency  are  fifty  percent  reimburse- 
able  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Due  to  the  Federal  and  State  programs  and  funding  involved,  the 
Board  of  Selectment  made  the  Executive  Secretary  the  Civil  Defense 
Director  in  1975.  Forrest  Benton,  the  prior  director  was  retained  as  a 
consultant  and  was  paid  from  the  budget.  Mr.  Benton  has  worked  hard 
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to  maintain  the  Agency’s  existing  programs.  The  Executive  Secretary 
receives  no  salary  for  his  work  in  the  agency. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.  AGNEW,  JR, 
Civil  Defense  Director 
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Report  of  the  Fire  Department 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  ROSTER 
CHIEF 

Robert  W.  Pratt 
DEPUTY  CHIEF 
Victor  H.  Cail 
CAPTAINS 


Theodore  W.  Turner,  Jr. 
Russell  E.  Carter 


Leslie  L.  Hadley 


LIEUTENANTS 


Leonard  J.  Redfern 
Arthur  W.  Steele 


Harvey  J.  Racine 


FIRE  FIGHTERS 


Nelson  F.  Andrews 
Ronald  D.  Michelini 
Frederick  E.  Livingstone 
Donald  L.  Michelini 
George  L.  Turner 
Ernest  G.  Babcock,  Jr. 
Richard  E.  Van  Horn 
Wilfred  E.  Boudreau,  Jr. 
Daniel  J.  Doran 
Willard  F.  Nichols 
Peter  R.  Vincent 
Malcolm  W.  Hubbard 
Robert  P.  O’Brien 
Joseph  T.  Hindes,  Jr. 
Verlon  M.  Curtis 
Joseph  Cummings  III 
James  W.  Sharkey 
Thomas  W.  Lyle 
Anthony  J.  Gentile 
Paul  D.  Murphy 
Alan  B.  McMahon 
William  F.  Campbell  III 


James  A.  Stevenson 
John  F.  Beaudoin,  Jr. 
Roger  C.  Quimby 
Arthur  H.  Vars 
Stephen  A.  Ballou 
Philip  G.  Dole 
George  E.  Cress 
James  D.  Freda 
Steven  M.  Granelli 
Donald  L.  Wood 
Robert  J.  Campbell 
Stephen  M.  Shea 
Kenneth  M.  Campbell,  Jr. 

David  C.  Bishop 
John  A.  Faulkner 
John  T.  Kucinski 
Gordon  E.  Sargent 
Donald  E.  Stead 
John  T.  Mooney 
Domenic  D.  Ricci 
Francis  P.  Driscoll 
James  A.  Tracy 
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CLERK 


Ruth  K.  Murray 

MECHANIC 

Albert  A.  Tarpin 

SUPT.  OF  FIRE  ALARM 
Robert  W.  Pratt 

FOREST  WARDEN 

Robert  W.  Pratt 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDENS 

Deputy  Chief,  Victor  H.  Cail  Irving  E.  Dickey,  Jr. 

Lieut.  Robert  H.  Thomas  Benjamin  E.  Nichols 

George  B.  Perry  III 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-SECOND  REPORT  OF  THE 


FIRE  CHIEF 

REPORT  OF  THE  FOREST  WARDEN 
REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FIRE  ALARM 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

The  annual  report  of  the  Fire  Chief,  Forest  Warden  and  Superintendent 
of  Fire  Alarm  is  herewith  submitted. 

MANUAL  FORCE:  The  authorized  permanent  force  consists  of 
Chief,  1 Deputy  Chief,  4 Captains,  4 Lieutenants,  44  Privates,  1 Clerk 
and  1 Mechanic.  Twenty-six  Auxiliary  men  are  trained  and  equipped 
and  help  our  department  at  multiple  alarm  fires  and  in  many  other 
ways,  for  which  we  are  extremely  grateful.  There  is  one  vacancy  in  the 
department  due  to  retirements. 

APPARATUS:  Station  1,  Pleasant  Street  - Engine  #1,  a 1000  gal. 
per  min.  Maxim  (Ford  chassis)  pumping  engine  purchased  in  1973;  Engine 
#5,  a 750  g.p.m.  Young  (Ford  chassis)  pumping  engine  purchased  in 
1969;  Car  7,  a Vi  ton  Chevrolet  pickup  truck  (1972);  Car  4,  Ambulance, 
a Ford  chassis  with  Modulance  body  purchased  in  1976;  a 1972  Chevrolet 
sedan  used  by  the  Deputy  Chief  and  a Datsun  sedan  1976  donated  by 
Hurlbert  Datsun  Agency  and  used  for  Fire  Prevention  work  and  Inspec- 
tions. 

Station  2,  Woburn  Street  - Engine  #3,  a 100  g.p.m.  Seagrave  pumping 
engine  purchased  in  1961;  Engine  #2,  100  g.p.m.  American  LaFrance 
pumping  engine  purchased  in  1957  (recommending  replacement  of  this 
engine);  Ladder  1,  an  American  LaFrance  85  ft.  aerial  ladder  tiller 
truck  purchased  in  1965;  Fire  Alarm  Bucket  truck  on  International 
chassis  purchased  in  1975;  Rescue  Truck,  1960  Dodge  and  Chief’s  Car, 
1975  Ford  sedan. 

Haverhill  Street  Garage:  Engine  #4,  a 1952  Chevrolet  400  g.p.m. 
pumping  engine,  used  for  dump  and  woods  fires  and  as  a lighting  plant; 
also  a 2-wheel  500  g.p.m.  trailer  pump  (1944). 

SERVICE  RECORDS: 

327  Bell  Alarms,  105  of  which  were  false 
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519  Still  and  Telephone  Alarms,  3 of  which  were  false 
815  Service  Calls 
594  Ambulance  Runs 

60  Mutual  Aid  calls  to  other  communities 
36  Calls  to  fires  in  buildings  and  dwellings 
174  Grass  and  brush  fires 
43  Automobile  fires 
60  Dumpster,  incinerator  and  leaves  fires 
21  Tests  made  for  gas 

38  Calls  for  assisting  persons  locked  out  or  in 

9 Calls  for  assistance  rendered  to  Police 

PERMITS  ISSUED: 

50  Fire  Alarm  Systems 
102  Power  Burner  and  Oil  Storage 
27  Blasting 

9 Special  Permits 

Ambulance  fees  turned  over  to  Town  Treasurer  amounted  to  S8,896.44. 

Fire  Loss  for  1976  as  reported  to  date  on  property  endangered  (valua- 
tion $3,806,226.00)  is  $248,571.00.  Insurance  paid  on  Loss  is  $194,086.00. 
Uninsured  Loss  is  $54,485.00. 

FIRE  STATIONS:  Station  1 on  Pleasant  Street.  This  building  is  over 
90  years  old  and  this  past  year  serious  rotting  was  discovered  in  some 
of  the  sills.  Serious  consideration  of  replacing  this  station  in  the  very 
near  future  should  be  given  because  of  the  rotting  condition  and  the 
very  cramped  areas  for  men  and  equipment. 

Station  2,  Woburn  Street.  This  station  is  in  good  condition,  except 
the  exterior  trim  should  be  repainted. 

TRAINING  AND  EDUCATION:  We  continue  to  use  the  training 
area  on  Haverhill  Street  for  all  phases  of  fire  fighting  training.  All 
members  have  taken  instruction  and  passed  the  State  “First  Responder” 
course;  this  includes  first  aid  and  C.P.R.  Right  now  we  have  16  E N1  T A’s; 
E M T A’s  are  E M T’s  who  work  on  the  ambulance.  Of  these  7 had 
to  take  a recertification  course  (have  to  be  recertified  every  2 years). 
All  E M T A’s  attended  courses  on  a volunteer  basis. 

FOREST  FIRES:  Again  last  March  15  to  April  15  burning  in  the  open 
was  permitted  under  strict  regulations  and  2-day  permits  were  issued. 

FIRE  PREVENTION:  The  routine  inspections  of  commercial  and 
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manufacturing  properties  has  continued.  Also  the  inspections  of  schools 
(and  fire  drills),  nursing  homes  and  other  buildings  used  by  the  public. 
Inspection  of  home  fire  alarm  system  plans  and  the  testing  of  the  finished 
installations  was  done. 

FIRE  ALARM:  Box  testing  at  regular  intervals  was  done.  Inside 
fire  alarm  systems  in  public  buildings  were  tested  periodically.  Some 
of  the  oldest  Fire  Alarm  boxes  were  replaced  along  with  some  of  the 
oldest  aerial  wire.  New  master  boxes  were  installed  at  commercial 
property. 

A special  thanks  goes  to  the  men  of  the  Reading  Auxiliary  Fire  Service 
for  many  working  hours  donated  to  the  Town.  Also  all  the  little  extra 
help  performed  by  different  members. 

I would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  this  department  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties,  plus  a little  more  when  conditions  required 
it.  All  other  town  officials  and  departments  are  also  thanked  for  their 
continued  cooperation  with  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  W.  PRATT 
Chief  of  Fire  Department 
Forest  Warden 
Supt.  of  Fire  Alarm 


Report  of  the 
Auxiliary  Fire  Service 

To  Fire  Chief  Pratt: 


Following  is  the  annual  report  of  activities  of  the  Reading  Auxiliary 
Fire  Service  for  the  year  ending  December  31,1 976. 

Manpower:  The  Auxiliary  consists  of  the  following  members: 

Active  and  Reserve  - 17 
Honorary  - 3 
Senior  - 6 

Service  Record  and  Comments: 

Training:  520  man-hours.  The  Auxiliary  spent  two  nights  each  month 
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training  in  fire-fighting  and  rescue  techniques  at  the  Haverhill  Street 
training  site.  Included  in  these  drills  was  training  in  the  areas  of  hose 
lines,  ladder  use,  pump  operation,  extrication  from  automobiles,  breath- 
ing apparatus  and  brush  fires.  Also,  included  in  the  training  program 
was  a new  first  aid  course  taught  by  firefighter  Verlon  Curtis.  Fourteen 
auxiliary  members  took  the  course  which  covered  emergency  first  aid 
and  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation,  commonly  called  “First  Responder 
Course.” 

Union  Coverage:  80  man-hours.  The  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
continued  to  provide  manpower  coverage  while  the  permanent  members 
held  their  monthly  union  meetings. 


House  Number  Project:  525  man-hours.  Many  hours  were  spent 
checking  every  house  in  town  for  the  visibility  of  street  numbers.  Over 
500  homes  were  cited  for  not  havng  house  numbers  which  were  plainly 
visible  from  the  street. 


Pop  Warner  Football:  124  man-hours.  The  Auxiliary  Fire  Service 
provided  first  aid  coverage  at  all  home  games  for  Pop  Warner  football 
during  the  fall  season. 


Fires:  1,000  man-hours.  Manpower  assistance  was  provided  by 
Auxiliary  members  at  all  multiple-alarm  fires  in  Reading  during  the  past 
year.  Our  services  were  also  rendered  at  out-of-town  fires  and  at  auto 
accidents  when  requested. 


Parades:  56  man-hours.  Many  members  participated  in  parades  in 
which  the  Auxiliary  represented  the  Town  of  Reading. 


Explorer  Post  777:  600  man-hours.  The  Reading  Auxiliary  Fire 
Service  continues  to  sponsor  Post  777  whose  several  members  have  been 
trained  in  fire  fighting,  rescue,  and  first  aid.  This  training  was  well 
put  to  use  at  various  skill  exhibitions,  and  at  district  and  council  Boy 
Scout  Camporees. 

Equipment:  The  entire  active  and  reserve  membership  is  presently 
well  equipped  with  full  protective  gear  and  work  uniforms.  Also,  the 
Auxiliary  maintains  all  equipment  on  the  Rescue  Truck,  Engine  3,  and 
Engine  4. 


In  conclusion,  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  would  like  to  thank  Chief 
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Pratt  and  all  other  members  of  the  Reading  Fire  Department  for  their 
assistance  during  1976.  The  Reading  Auxiliary  Fire  Service  will  continue 
to  provide  the  best  possible  service  to  the  Town  of  Reading  for  many 
years  to  come. 


Reaspectfully, 

ROBERTA.  NELSON 
Vice-President,  R.A.F.S. 


Report  of  the  Town  Counsel 

During  the  fiscal  year,  the  Town  continued  to  be  represented  by  the 
law  firm  of  Tyler  & Reynolds  & Craig  with  all  lawyers  in  the  firm 
available  to  the  Town.  The  principal  attorney  for  the  firm  as  Town 
Counsel  is  Donald  L.  Connors,  Esquire. 

The  Town’s  legal  affairs  included:  labor  and  personnel  relations, 
conflict  of  interest  questions,  real  estate  and  conservation  matters. 
Major  areas  of  litigation  and  disputes  included  personnel  matters  for  the 
Reading  Public  Schools  and  the  Council  on  Aging,  petitions  for  assess- 
ment of  damages,  enforcement  of.  building  code  requirements  and  a 
claim  of  unlawful  sex  discrimination  brought  against  the  School  Depart- 
ment. General  legal  services  were  rendered  to  various  town  officers, 
boards,  committees  and  departments.  Services  were  also  rendered  in 
the  preparation  for  and  holding  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  Special 
Town  Meetings. 
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Report  of  the  Weights  and  Measurers 


Board  of  Selectmen 
16  Lowell  Street 
Reading,  MA. 

Gentlemen: 

During  this  past  year  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  tested 
a total  of  four  hundred  and  one  (401 ) weighing  and  measuring  devices. 
This  was  a slight  increase  in  the  total  number  of  devices  tested  over 
the  previous  year.  This  figure  does  not  include  retests  of  commercial 
weighing  and  measuring  devices  after  the  official  yearly  inspection  was 
made.  Retests  of  commercial  weighing  and  measuring  devices  sometimes 
reveal  mechanical  deficiencies  or  inaccuracies  that  were  not  present  at 
the  time  of  the  annual  inspection.  Therefore,  retests  of  these  commercial 
devices  are  essential  to  effectively  protect  both  the  buyer  and  the  seller 
who  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  these  devices  when  making  purchases  of  items 
that  are  weighed  or  measured  at  the  time  of  sale.  78  retests  were  made 
during  this  past  year. 

Trial  reweighings  of  commodities  put  up  for  sale  are  also  essential 
to  protect  consumers  in  the  purchase  of  such  commodities.  Last  year  a 
total  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  seven  (1,927)  trial  re- 
weighings were  made.  One  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  six  (1,396) 
were  found  correct,  one  hundred  twelve  (112)  were  under  the  stated 
weight  and  four  hundred  twenty  (420)  slightly  over  the  stated  quantity. 
Over  3.3  billion  dollars  are  spent  annually  in  this  Commonwealth  for 
food.  The  impact  of  weight  or  measure  inaccuracies  has  a rather  large 
financial  impact  if  undetected.  Therefore,  one  can  readily  see  the 
importance  of  trial  reweighings  of  commodities  weighed  or  measured  in 
adv  ance  of  sale. 

Totally  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  eight  (2,328)  inspec- 
tions were  conducted.  These  included  inspections  of  fuel  oil  delivery 
certificates,  charcoal  in  paper  bags,  clinical  thermometers,  measure 
containers,  marking  of  bread,  peddler’s  licenses  and  prepackaged 
meat  and  produce. 

There  are  five  retail  outlets  required  to  post  Unit  Pricing  information 
and  these  outlets  were  inspected  collectively  68  times  during  the  past 
year  to  insure  that  compliance  is  being  maintained.  Constant  surveillance 
is  required  due  to  the  price  changes  that  take  place  on  an  on-going  basis. 
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Income  for  calender  year  1976  amounted  to  five  hundred  thirty  one 
dollars  and  twenty  cents  ($531.20)  which  included  forty  two  ($42.00) 
in  adjusting  charges.  Total  income  for  1976  represented  a 9.1  percent 
increase  over  the  previous  year. 

In  closing  I want  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Mr.  John  Agnew, 
Executive  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Town  Department 
Heads  for  their  cooperation  during  this  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  CARROLL 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


BREAKDOWN  OF  DEVICES  TESTED  1976 


Scales 

Adjusted 

Sealed 

Not  Sealed 

Condemned 

Over  10,000 

3 

5000-10,000  lbs 

1 

3 

100-5,000  lbs. 

1 

1 

10-100 

11 

32 

10  lbs.  or  less 

1 

16 

Weights 

Avoirdupois 

1 

14 

Metric 

66 

Apothecary 

39 

Meters 

Gasoline 

25 

133 

5 

1 

Gear  Grease 

13 

1 

2 

Vehicle  Tank 

7 

9 

Liquid  Measures 

11 

Linear  Measures 

3 

2 

47 

343 

6 

5 

Total -401 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

THE  READING  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


For  the  year  ended 


December  31, 1976 
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Report  of  the  Public  Library 


For  the  Reading  Public  Library,  1976  has  been  another  year  of  attempt- 
ing to  meet  public  demands  with  grossly  inadequate  facilities. 


USE 

Public  use  continues  to  be  very  high,  although  circulation  figures  show 
a dip  this  year.  Part  of  the  decline  reflects  user  frustration  with  inability 
to  Find  work  space  and  difficulty  in  locating  material  among  unshelved 
books.  This  has  been  an  increasing  source  of  complaints  from  the  public. 

In  September  we  instituted,  on  a trial  basis,  a system  whereby  with 
parental  permission  fifth  and  sixth  grade  students  can  have  either 
limited  or  full  access  to  the  adult  collection.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how 
much  this  procedure  has  affected  circulation  in  the  Children’s  Room. 
The  policy  has  been  well  received  by  parents  and  many  children  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity.  Allowing  older  children  direct 
access  to  adult  material  has  greatly  alleviated  the  necessity  for  the 
Children’s  Librarian  to  make  temporary  transfers  of  material  to  the 
Children’s  Room  or  to  come  after  specific  titles.  However,  the  change 
has  simply  substituted  one  set  of  probelms  for  another. 

The  presence  of  children  who  frequently  like  to  work  in  groups  or 
wander  around  the  stacks  and  reading  room  has  added  more  pressure  to 
an  area  already  noisy  and  overcrowded,  resulting  in  complaints  from 
adults.  There  is  a limit  to  the  amount  of  time  the  Adult  Reference 
staff  should  be  expected  to  spend  supervising  children  or  helping  with 
homework  projects. 

It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  circulation  figures  measure  only  mate- 
rial that  is  taken  out  of  the  building.  In-house  use  is  not  easily  measured 
but  increases  steadily.  A strong  reference  department  encourages  repeat 
visits  and  leaves  satisfied  users,  but  does  not  add  to  statistics.  Telephone 
inquiries  also  have  increased  steadily.  This  year  a second  extension 
was  added  for  reference  use,  but  none  of  this  is  reflected  in  circulation 
figures. 

Registration  and  use  by  non-residents  increases  steadily.  In  spite  of 
an  18%  increase  in  registration  and  19%  increase  in  use,  such  use  accounts 
for  only  3%  of  the  total  and  is  not  yet  a probelm,  but  the  steady  growth 
should  be  watched  carefully. 
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SERVICES 


Little  attention  has  been  given  to  adding  new  services  this  year  due  to 
limited  facilities,  although  efforts  were  made  to  maintain  those  already 
established.  Story  hours  for  pre-schoolers  and  special  programs  for  child- 
ren and  young  people  during  school  vacations  and  summer  months  have 
been  continued,  as  well  as  the  book  review  programs  sponsored  by  the 
Friends  of  the  Library.  With  the  cooperation  of  the  Friends,  the  staff 
planned  and  presented  a series  of  four  public  programs  in  the  spring  - the 
most  intensive  programming  undertaken  since  our  centennial  series  in 
1969.  All  programs  are  enthusiastically  received  by  the  public.  Extensive 
revision  of  the  record  collection  was  undertaken  with  many  new  titles 
added  and  many  older  standards  replaced.  The  annual  book  sale  in 
June  of  withdrawn  library  materials  continues  to  draw  much  interest, 
and  many  people  have  expressed  appreciation  for  the  book  return  box, 
which  was  installed  in  October,  near  the  Children’s  Room  entrance. 
The  box  is  open,  when  the  library  is  closed,  for  the  return  of  library 
materials. 

PUBLIC  SUPPORT 

The  public  continues  to  support  as  well  as  use  the  library.  Friends  of 
the  Library  have  increased  assistance  in  manpower  as  well  as  funds. 
The  Garden  Club  continues  to  furnish  holiday  decorations  and  summer 
flowers.  Gifts  and  memorials  totaled  214  volumes,  and  Lena  B.  Nichols 
left  the  library  a bequest  of  $2000  in  memory  of  her  sister,  Grace  B. 
Nichols. 

PERSONNEL 

There  have  been  few  changes  in  personnel.  Two  part-time  employees 
left  and  were  replaced  with  two  new  ones.  Mrs.  Jean  Nyang’ani  was 
granted  a three  month  maternity  leave,  and  Mrs.  Wilma  Lepore  completed 
her  Master’s  degree  in  Library  Science.  The  Director  served  as  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Advisory  Council  for  the  Eastern 
Regional  Library  System;  and  once  again  several  staff  members  took 
appropriate  courses  on  their  own  time. 

CONCLUSION 

Entirely  too  much  of  the  Director’s  and  staff’s  time  has  been  devoted 
to  dealing  with  space  related  problems  reduced  to  such  levels  as:  the  new 
edition  of  this  reference  volume  is  Vi  inch  (or  one  volume)  larger  than 
the  previous  edition  and  won’t  fit  on  the  shelf.  What  do  we  do?  The 
new  shipment  of  supplies  won’t  fit  in  the  closet.  Is  it  all  right  to  leave 
these  cartons  in  the  corridor?  No  more  registration  cards  can  be  filed. 
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Can  we  have  a little  box  to  set  beside  the  file  cabinet?  Such  questions  and 
decisions  are  a frustrating  waste  of  professional  training  and  ability  and 
require  time  and  attention  that  should  be  devoted  to  the  collection  and 
services.  Such  a situation  can  indeed  be  called  a crisis  situation. 

The  Trustees  wish  to  express  their  appreciation  to  the  Library  Director 
and  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Fuller,  for  their  extraordinary  efforts  in 
reviewing  possible  sites  for  library  expansion  and  for  organizing  and 
conducting  meetings  to  inform  the  townspeople  of  their  findings  and 
recommendations.  The  trustees  hope  that  the  year  1977  will  see  the 
accomplishment  of  their  program  to  provide  the  people  of  the  Town 
of  Reading  with  spacious  accommodations  to  permit  the  full  utilization 
and  enjoyment  of  their  already  splendid  book  collection. 


BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

EDWARD  F.  FULLER,  JR.,  Chairman  (1979) 

ALFRED  R.  JOHNSON,  Secretary  (1977) 

WILLIAM  H.  DIAMOND  (1977)  ROBERT  J.  FIELDS  (1978) 

GEORGE  M.  RICHARDS  (1978)  BARBARA  E.  WINKLER  (1979) 

STAFF 

December  31, 1976 

JOYCE  K.  MILLER,  Director 


Wilma  J.  Lepore 
Karen  I.  Meek 
Harriett  J.  Carter 
Catharine  P.  Gravel 
Marie  E.  Murphy 
Jean  O.  Nyang’ani 
Alma  L.  Black 
Ann  I.  Blaisdell 
Jeannette  F.  Warren 
Edna  M. Shaw 
Ruth  H.  Dresser 
Louisa  LeBaron 
Edith  M.  Bickford 


Assistant  Director 
Children’s  Librarian 
Head  Cataloguer 
Cataloguer/Reference^ 
Young  Adult  Librarian 
Reference  Librarian 
Circulation  Librarian 
Library  Technician 
Library  Technician 
Part-time  Technician 
Library  Clerk 
Library  Clerk 
Part-Time  Clerical 
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Reginald  A.  Didham 
Gladys  R.  Ogle 
Marilyn  A.  Parsons 
Elaine  Singleton 
Irene  A.  Sunbury 
Marian  Webster 
Eleanor  Zanni 

PAGES 

Part-Time  Clerical 
Part-Time  Clerical 
Part-Time  Clerical 
Part-Time  Clerical 
Part-Time  Clerical 
Part-Time  Clerical 
Part-Time  Clerical 

James  Goddard 
Jeffrey  Grammer 
Karen  Menard 

Frederick  S.  Messeck,  Jr. 
Thomas  Proctor 

CUSTODIAN 

Louis  B.  Bacigalupo 


APPENDIX  A 

LIBRARY  STATISTICS  FOR  1976 


Adult  Dept. 
(Includes  Young  Adult) 


CIRCULATION 


Fiction 

77,928 

Non-Fiction 

75,880 

Periodicals 

10,770 

Phonorecords 

9,452 

Films  & Filmstrips 

244 

Prints 

677 

Other 

548 

School  Loans 

- 

TOTAL 

175,499 

Total  Library  Circulations:  1976 

1975 


Children’s  Dept. 
(Pre-School  - Grade  6) 


49,289 

16,463 

828 

1,552 

36 

33 

27 

5,766 

73,994 

249,493 

265,918 


*Per  Capita  Circulation:  10.33 

Per  Registered  Borrower  Circulation:  20.5 

Inter-Library  Loan:  Borrowed -289  Loaned -193 


♦Population  as  of  Dec.  23,  1976:  24,  145 
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1975  (292  days)  1976  (290  days) 

Average  Daily  Circulation 


Adult  Department 

631.87 

605.17 

Children’s  Department 

278.80 

255.15 

Total  Average  Daily 

Circulation 

910.67 

860.32 

REGISTERED  BORROWERS 

Adult  6,109 

6,353 

Young  Adult 

2,702 

2,592 

Children 

2,827 

2,732 

Non-Resident 

410 

499 

Temporary  Cards 

1 

— 

Total  Registered 

Borrowers 

12,049 

12,176 

Number  of  Hours  Library  is  open  each  week  - 

Winter  Schedule 

Summer  Schedule 

Adult  Department 

68  '/z 

60 

Children’s  Department 

57  Vi 

49 

APPENDIX  B 

LIBRARY  RESOURCES 


Books,  Dec.  31,  1975 

Adult 

Dept. 

57,022 

Children’s 

Dept. 

15,845 

Total 

72,867 

Book  Added 

Fiction 

880 

537 

1,417 

Non-Fiction 

2,961 

398 

3,359 

Young  Adult 

375 

— 

375 

Total 

4,216 

935 

5,151 

Gifts  & Memorials  (included  above):214 
Books  Rebound: 579 


Books  Withdrawn 
Adult 

Young  Adult 
Total 

Net  Increase 


2,002 

453 

2,455  858  3,313 

1,838 
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Books,  Dec.  31,  1976 


58,783 


15,922 


74,705* 


Non-Book  Material,  Dec.  31,  1976 


Pamphlets 

2,155 

Phonorecords 

3,269 

Framed  Prints 

103 

Mounted  Pictures 

6,275 

Filmstrips 

294 

Newspapers 

12 

Periodicals 

279 

Microfilm  (reels) 

893 

Cassettes 

148 

*This  figure  does  not  include  986  paperback  volumes,  which  do  not  go 
through  the  normal  cataloging  procedures. 
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Report  of  the 

Conservation  Commission 

The  Special  Town  Meeting  of  March,  1976,  voted  to  acquire  the 
Higgins  property,  a 8.7  acre  tract  off  Birch  Meadow,  to  serve  future 
recreational  needs  of  the  Community  and  to  protect  the  valuable  wetlands 
areas  for  conservation  purposes.  This  acquisition  of  open  space  for  con- 
servation and  recreation  was  fully  funded  by  a Federal  Community 
Development  Grant  from  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment. 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  New  England  Power  Company  was 
granted  easement  rights  over  three  parcels  of  land  held  for  conservation 
purposes.  This  legislation  allowed  the  New  England  Power  Company 
restoration  of  transmission  line  easements  and  established  a new  ease- 
ment for  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  operation  of  a new  trans- 
mission line.  The  Reading  Commission  then  proceeded  to  initiate  and 
coordinate  a joint  Wetlands  Hearing  with  the  towns  of  Lynnfield,  Read- 
ing, North  Readmg  and  the  Power  Company.  This  joint  hearing  to 
review  the  request  of  the  Power  Company  construction  plan  through  the 
Great  Cedar  Swamp  was  the  first  such  joint  hearing  held  in  the  state. 
This  joint  hearing  allowed  a comprehensive  overview  of  the  entire  project 
thus  insuring  consistent  environmental  sound  conditioning  of  the 
proposed  activity. 

At  the  1976  Special  Town  Meeting  in  November,  the  Town  of  Reading 
appreciatively  accepted  as  a gift  from  Mrs.  Shirley  R.  Querolo  a 3.66 
acre  parcel  of  land  for  conservation  purposes  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  40,  Section  8C  of  the  General  Laws.  This  wetland 
area  located  off  of  Haverhill  Street  provides  important  water  collection 
and  retention  for  more  than  five-hundred  acres  prior  to  the  draining 
into  the  Great  Cedar  Swamp.  In  addition,  this  wet  meadow  provides  an 
interesting  relief  of  open  space  and  winter  recreational  skating  area. 
The  Conservation  Commission  is  most  appreciative  of  Reading’s 
citizens’  continuing  concern  for  the  environment  and  interest  in  con- 
servation and  is  grateful  for  such  generous  gifts  as  the  Querolo  property. 

The  Conservation  Commission  proudly  presented  the  Reading  Con- 
servation Plan  at  the  Fall  Town  Meeting.  This  effort,  a culmination 
of  over  one  and  a half  years  of  study  and  effort,  represents  a comprehen- 
sive conservation  and  open  space  plan  for  the  future.  The  goals  of  the 
Conservation  Plan  are  broad  in  scope  and  include  the  protection  of  the 
watershed  resources,  the  promotion  of  adequate  water  quantity  and 
water  quality,  providing  for  open  space  and  recreational  lands  for 
future  generations  and  the  enhancement  of  the  quality  of  life  in  Reading. 
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The  Commission  is  grateful  to  Charles  E.  Downe  for  his  expertise  as 
Consultant  to  the  Plan,  to  David  Galvin,  Conservation  Assistant,  for 
his  knowledge  and  assistance  in  drafting  the  Plan  and  to  Carol  White, 
Conservation  Intern,  for  her  energies  in  preparing  the  maps  for  the  Plan. 

A state  reimbursement  of  $5,500.00  has  been  approved  under  the 
Self-Help  program  for  the  acquisition  of  the  England  property  (41  acres) 
in  Timberneck  swamp  made  in  1975.  These  reimbursements  as  well  as 
funds  from  past  State  Self-Help  Programs,  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Outdoor  Recreation  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  and  the 
Higgins  Property  H.U.D.  exceed  $164,920.00.  The  Conservation 
Commission  will  endeavor  to  seek  all  funding  opportunities  to  maintain 
the  lowest  possible  cost  to  the  town  for  its  future  land  acquisition 
proposals. 

Increased  interest  in  outdoor  recreation  and  popularity  of  such  sports 
as  cross-country  skiing,  skating,  hiking,  horseback  riding  and  jogging 
has  resulted  in  expanded  useage  of  conservation  lands.  The  Commission 
has  encouraged  the  broader  useage  of  Conservation  Lands.  In  the 
Spring  of  1976  the  Commission  initiated  a very  successful  community 
gardens  project  with  the  assistance  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and 
Walter  Matson,  acting  as  chairman  for  the  Community  Gardens  Asso- 
ciation. The  gardens,  located  in  Bare  Meadow  Conservation  Land  off 
of  Pearl  Street,  afforded  Reading  citizens  an  opportunity  to  produce 
their  own  vegetables  and  flowers. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Conservation  Assistant,  the  Neighborhood 
Youth  Corp  organized  by  the  Reading  Youth  Office,  provided  valuable 
land  management  assistance  to  the  Commission  during  the  summer  of 
1976.  Twenty-four  youngsters  cleared  new  trails,  cleaned  and  pruned 
open  areas,  removed  trash  and  debris  and  assisted  with  Community 
Gardens  project.  The  improved  trail  systems,  now  marked  and  mapped, 
were  used  extensively  for  hiking,  horseback  riding  and  cross-country 
skiing.  Trail  maps  for  Conservation  lands  are  available  at  the  Commission 
office. 

The  Conservation  Commission  is  appreciative  of  volunteer  efforts 
which  allow  many  land  management  accomplishments  with  minimal 
expense  to  the  town.  As  a result  of  the  efforts  of  Jay  Forrest,  trails 
and  boundries  were  marked  in  Schneider  Woods  and  a boardwalk 
constructed  at  its  entrance.  The  construction  of  a 400  foot  boardwalk 
in  Kurchian  Woods  allowing  access  to  high  land  was  a major  accomplish- 
ment and  resulted  from  the  efforts  of  Dave  Hunter,  Andy  Andrews, 
Eric  Stanton,  Cliff  Stanton,  Dan  Tibbons  and  Brett  Stanton.  Cooperation 
from  the  Forestry  and  Light  Departments  on  this  project  was  greatly 
appreciated.  A sign  at  the  entrance  to  Kurchian  Woods  was  made  by 
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Chris  Pack.  Charles  Abbot  reconstructed  an  abandoned  well  on  this 
parcel. 

A vast  amount  of  time,  energy,  and  expense  of  the  Commission 
continues  to  be  consumed  in  the  enforcement  of  Chapter  131,  Section  40, 
as  amended,  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act.  Ten  public  hearings  were 
held  during  1976  under  the  Act.  The  declining  availability  of  prime 
buildable  land  in  Reading  and  the  resulting  increased  occurrance  of 
development  on  marginal  parcels  requires  constant  monitoring  of  the 
statutory  values  of  “flood  control,  storm  damage  prevention,  ground 
water  supply,  private  or  public  water  supply,  and  prevention  of  pollution’’ 
as  set  forth  under  the  Act  to  ensure  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of 
Reading  citizens  as  well  as  protection  of  the  water  resources.  Of  the  ten 
wetlands  cases,  two  involved  appeals  and  further  litigations  with  the 
State  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering.  Three  cease 
and  desist  orders  for  violations  of  the  Act  were  issued  during  1976. 

High  school  students  from  the  Political  Science  Field  Seminar  worked 
within  the  Commission  to  cross  reference  registration  of  the  Orders  of 
Conditions  of  previous  Wetlands  Hearings  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in 
Cambridge  as  specified  by  law.  The  services  rendered  by  these  young 
people  are  of  considerable  value  to  the  Commission  as  it  provided 
documentation  of  compliances  with  statutory  procedures  as  outlined 
in  Chapter  131,  Section  40. 

During  the  year,  tours  of  the  Conservation  lands  as  well  as  bird  walks, 
skating  and  cross-country  skiing  outings  were  conducted  by  Conservation 
Assistants  David  Galvin  and  Bill  Hanright.  Talks  on  conservation 
were  made  to  groups  whenever  requested. 

The  Commission  continued  to  actively  participate  and  add  input 
to  local  and  regional  concerns,  attending  and  making  recommendations 
of  the  State  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs,  the  Route  129  Working 
Committee  (Wilmington),  the  North  Reading  Drinkwater  case,  the  Ipswich 
River  “20-B’’  Reservoir  proposal,  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council’s  “208’’  Water  Quality  study,  the  Ipswich  River  Watershed 
Association,  the  Reading  Master  Drainage  Study,  the  Reading  Growth 
Policy  Committee,  New  England  Power  Environmental  Seminar  and  the 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation  Commissions. 

The  Conservation  Commission  encourages  citizen  inquiry  and  involve- 
ment into  its  activities.  Any  interested  party  is  invited  to  attend  the 
Conservation  Commission  meetings  or  to  visit  the  Conservation  office, 
Room  1 in  the  Community  Center  between  8:30  and  3:00  Monday 
through  Friday.  Late  afternoon,  evening  and  weekend  appointments 
will  be  accommodated  if  requested. 
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The  Commission  is  appreciative  of  the  interest  and  efforts  of  local 
individuals,  clubs  and  organizations  to  further  conservation  interest  in 
the  Community. 


Reading  Conservation  Commission 
LYNN  G.  STASZ,  Co-chairperson 
THOMAS  M.  RILEY,  Co-chairperson 
HENRY  W.  FIENEMAN 
JEAN  W.  WESTWATER 
JAMES  R.  BOUCHER 
NANCY  W.  ANDERSON 
R.  GARY  GILBERT 
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Report  of  the 

Contributory  Retirement  Board 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  ending  December 
31, 1976. 


Cash  Balance  January  1 , 1976 


11,740.87 


Receipts: 


Investments 

2,667,960.19 

Investment  Income 

217,628.11 

Contributed  by  members 

237,197.39 

Pension  Fund 

Town  Appropriation 

506,454.94 

Light  Department 

90,845.06 

Housing  Authority 

2,700.00 

Cost-of-Living  from  Light  Dept. 

4,728.92 

From  other  towns  & cities 

694.14 

Expense  Fund 

13,000.00 

Refund  of  Pension  payment 

403.31 

Refund  of  Annuity  payment 

13.24 

Workmen’s  Compensation  Fund 

149.14 

3,741,784.44 

3,753,525.31 


Expenditures: 

Investments 
Accrued  Interest 
Expenses  Paid 
Annuities  Paid 
Pensions  Paid 

Refunds  - Accumulated  Deductions 
Refund  - Interest  on  investment 
Refund  - due  to  death  of  pensioner 


3,091,132.13 

667.12 

13.672.28 
53,595.70 

562,549.39 

27.502.29 
2,406.25 
1,420.39 


Cash  Balance  December  3 1 , 1976 


3,752,945.55 

579.76 

3,753,525.31 
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Assets: 


Bonds 
Bank  Stock 
Deposits  on  interest 
Cash 

Accrued  interest 
Certificate  of  Deposit 


2,570,841.12 

385,353.25 

50,000.00 

579.76 

53,104.75 

175,000.00 

3,234,878.88 


Liabilities: 


Annuity  Savings  Fund 
Annuity  Reserve  Fund 
Special  Fund  Military  Service 
Pension  Fund 
Expense  Fund 

Workmen’s  Compensation  Fund 


1,958,399.98 

650,923.66 

2,297.40 

616,390.23 

6,718.47 

149.14 

3,234,878.88 


234 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

of 

The  Town  of  Reading,  Massachusetts 


for  the  year  ending 


DECEMBER  31, 1976 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


Walter  E.  Hawkes 

Director  of  Athletics  & Physical  Education 
September  1,  1933  - December  19,  1976 
W.S.  Parker  Junior  High  - 9/1/33-6/30/58 
Reading  Memorial  High  -9/1/58-12/19/76 


Mrs.  Pauline  Bottcher 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  Cafeteria 
September  1,  1971  - April  8,  1976 


Simon  J.  Pettipas 

Alice  M.  Barrows  School  Custodian 
July  1,  1968  - November  1,  1976 
Deceased:  November  30,  1976 
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RETIREMENTS  - 1976 


Teaching  Staff 

Mr.  Donald  Adams  (from  L.O.  A.)  English/Social  Studies 

Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High  School 
1959-1976 


Mrs.  Jean  Bennett  Grade  5 

Highland  School  and  Alice  M.  Barrows  School 
1953- 1976 

Mr.  Alton  Black  Mathematics 

Reading  Memorial  High  School 
1962-1976 

Mr.  C.  Edward  Morrison  Industrial  Arts 

Reading  Memorial  High  Schcol 
1965-1976 


Mrs.  Marion  Saylor 

Joshua  Eaton  School 

1960-1976 


Grade  3 
Grade  4 


Office  Staff 

Mrs.  Margaret  Stewart  Bookkeeper 

Office  of  the  Superintendent 
1968-1976 


Custodial  Staff 

Mr.  Walter  Coombs 

Joshua  Eaton  School  1970-1976 

Mr.  Harry  Efter 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  1972-1976 
Mr.  Leo  Porter 

Parker  Jr.  High,  Killam,  Lowell,  Prospect  1968-1976 
Mr.  Wilbur  Sias 

Barrows  School,  Killam  School  1964-1976 
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Cafeteria  Staff 


Miss  Ida  Monahan 

Pearl  St.  School  1947 

Barrows  School,  Reading  Memorial  High  School  1964-1976 
Mrs.  Mary  Ogden 

Reading  Memorial  High  School  1971-1976 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  W.  Bruce  MacDonald,  Chairman 
67  Prospect  Street 

Term  expires  1978 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walsh,  Vice-chairperson 
43  Vine  Street 

Term  expires  1977 

Mrs.  Mary  Jolene  Guerra,  126  Belmont  Street 

Term  expires  1978 

Mrs.  Nancy  Elgart,  65  Timberneck  Drive 

Term  expires  1977 

Mr.  Louis  Martinage,  41  Harvard  Street 

Term  expires  1979 

Mr.  Eugene  R.  Nigro,  1 1 Middlesex  Avenue 

Term  expires  1979 

ADMINISTRATION  OFFICE 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


Dr.  Robert  S.  Wells 

Assistant  Superintendents 

19  Oak  Street 

Dr.  Robert  Munnelly,  Instruction  & Personnel 

40  Winter  Street 
Nahant , Mass. 

Mr.  Ronald  A.  Winslow,  Business  44  Oak  Ridge  Road 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OFFICE 

34  Gould  Street 

Office  Hours  - Monday  through  Friday  - 8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT  FOR  1976 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

The  implications  of  declining  enrollment  occupied  a good  deal  of 
time  and  attention  from  the  School  Committee  during  the  year.  There 
was  a decrease  of  221  students  in  the  Fall  1976  enrollment  over  the 
previous  year.  The  decrease  which  was  first  evidenced  in  1973  has  con- 
tinued and  appears  to  be  a national  trend  that  will  go  on  for  years  to 
come.  Four  classrooms  were  eliminated  during  the  year  with  the  closing 
of  the  Lowell  Street  School.  It  has  been  estimated  that  an  additional 
6-8  classrooms  will  no  longer  be  needed  for  the  Fall  1977  enrollment. 
Planning  around  changing  space  needs,  class  size,  redistricting,  bus- 
sing and  staffing  reductions  has  presented  an  unprecedented  challenge 
for  the  School  Committee  in  assuring  equality  of  educational  opportunity 
for  Reading  students  while  remaining  fiscally  responsible  to  the  tax- 
payers. 

The  impact  of  declining  enrollment  has  only  begun  to  be  felt.  Par- 
ents, students,  and  teachers  alike  are  expected  to  experience  the  changes 
in  one  way  or  another.  Changes  in  schools  for  some,  bussing  for  others, 
reassignment  of  teachers,  and  possible  change  in  the  curriculum  are 
examples  of  the  adjustments  that  will  have  to  be  made.  Broad  community 
involvement  and  participation  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  develop  an 
orderly  approach  to  declining  enrollment  which  minimizes  its  disruptive 
consequences. 

The  School  Committee  adopted  the  majority  report  of  the  citizen 
Task  Force  on  Declining  Enrollment  to  close  the  Lowell  Street -school 
in  June  1976.  At  year’s  end,  the  closing  of  the  Prospect  Street  School 
in  June  1977  was  under  serious  discussion  following  a public  hearing. 
In  an  effort  to  reutilize  the  Lowell  Street  School,  the  School  Committee 
explored  the  feasibility  of  renovating  it  for  use  as  the  School  Depart- 
ment Office  which  is  now  located  in  rented  quarters,  but  decided  finally 
to  turn  this  facility  over  to  the  control  of  the  Selectmen. 

With  the  help  of  federal  funding,  the  Focus  Program  became  a 
reality  this  year.  An  alternative  high  school  program,  it  provides  an 
option  for  students  having  difficulty  functioning  full-time  in  the  main- 
stream of  classes.  Staff  members,  who  are  trained  as  counselors  as 
well  as  teachers,  assist  students  maximize  their  potential  as  students,  and 
as  members  of  the  community.  Thirty-two  students  were  in  the  program 
in  the  fall  of  1976  and  this  number  is  expected  to  increase  to  45  in  1977. 

The  METCO  Program  continued  with  state  subsidy  providing  an  ed- 
ucational experience  to  87  students  from  the  inner  city.  Future  funding 
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for  this  program  is  expected  though  the  reimbursement  formula  is 
expected  to  be  revised  by  the  state. 

In  other  policy  decisions,  the  School  Committee  reduced  the  }A  mile 
limit  for  kindergartners  to  entitle  those  students  living  Vi  mile  or  more 
to  bus  rides.  A smoking  proposal  permitting  high  school  students  to 
smoke  within  specified  school  areas  was  adoped.  Requirements  associated 
with  Chapter  622  and  Title  IX  were  introduced  as  policy.  These  prohibit 
discrimination  on  a broad  basis  of  sex,  religion,  race,  color  and  national 
origin  with  wide  implications  in  educational  programs,  activities  and 
employment  practices.  Much  progress  was  made  in  implementing  the 
program  in  three  major  areas  under  the  leadership  of  Superintendent 
Robert  Wells  who  agreed  to  serve  as  the  Title  IX  Coordinator:  inservice 
training  of  educational  staff,  textbook  evaluation,  and  greater  opport- 
t unities  in  physical  education  and  intramural  programs. 

Contined  progress  was  evidenced  in  the  implementation  and  admin- 
istration of  Chapter  766  regulations  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Alexanian 
with  the  State’s  acceptance  of  Reading’s  compliance  plan.  The  school 
Committee  approved  the  incorporation  of  “Decision  Courses’’  in 
the  high  school.  The  goal  is  to  prepare  students  for  adult  roles  by  ex- 
amining the  basic  causes  of  their  own  human  needs,  learning  to  weigh 
evidence  in  forming  opinions  and  to  apply  the  decision-making  process 
to  political,  economic  and  social  problems. 

The  School  Committee  negotiated  a two-year  contract  with  the  Read- 
ing Teachers’  Association  during  the  year.  The  settlement  was  finalized 
before  Town  Meeting  Article  3 was  passed  instructing  Town  Boards 
not  to  exceed  5%  in  salary  budgets  over  the  previous  year.  In  good 
faith,  the  School  Committee  made  adjustments  in  line  items  excluding 
professional  and  custodian’s  salaries  for  a total  reduction  of  $76,643. 
Concern  has  been  expressed,  however,  that  proper  maintenance  of 
school  buildings  may  be  compromised.  This  may  prove  to  be  more 
costly  in  the  long  term.  With  leadership  from  the  Selectmen,  the  School 
Committee  participated  in  various  collaborative  efforts  which  may  result 
in  stretching  the  taxpayer’s  dollar  by  better  utilization  of  space  and 
equipment.  The  School  Committee  looks  forward  to  participating  in 
this  coordinated  effort. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MR.  W.  BRUCE  MAC  DONALD, 
Chairperson 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  WALSH, 

Vice  Chairperson 
MRS.  NANCY  ELGART 
MRS.  MARY  JANE  GUERRA 
MR.  LOUIS  MARTINAGE 
MR.  EUGENE  R.  NIGRO 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


To  the  School  Committee  and  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

My  report  this  year  will  be  confined  to  one  issue  only,  not  because 
others  are  not  pertinent  but  rather  because  I view  the  magnitude  of  this 
issue  - Declining  Enrollments  - to  be  of  such  importance. 

This  will  be  the  third  year  that  some  mention  of  declining  enroll- 
ments has  been  included  in  my  annual  reports. 

In  the  beginning  the  decline  was  thought  of  as  more  of  a welcome 
relief  than  it  was  a major  issue.  Then  as  the  significance  of  this  be- 
gan to  penetrate  our  growth-oriented  reflexes,  built  upon  years  and 
years  of  experience,  it  was  accepted  with  a great  deal  of  misunderstanding, 
some  chaos,  and,  in  general,  it  was  approached  as  a problem. 

We  are  now  entering  into  an  era  of  declining  enrollments  that  will 
have  a major  impact  on  the  Reading  School  System  and,  in  fact,  on  the 
Town  of  Reading  in  general.  This  can  be  predicted  with  a high  degree 
of  certainty,  and  there  is  time  for  thoughtful  and  sensitive  planning, 
the  kind  that  will  bring  about  a better  school  system  and  satisfactory 
solutions  to  the  community  in  general. 

Our  first  indication  that  the  “Baby  Boom”  was  over  occurred  in  the 
fall  of  1973.  That  year  kindergarten  classes  were  initiated.  The  enroll- 
ment for  this  class  was  403,  yet  the  net  increase  to  our  student  body  was 
317  students.  Since  1973  the  decline  has  become  greater  with  each  pass- 
ing year. 

As  a result  of  this  continuous  decline,  the  Lowell  Street  School 
was  closed  in  1976.  Present  plans  call  for  the  close  of  the  Prospect  St. 
School  in  1977,  one  building  (8  classrooms)  of  the  Woburn  St.  School 
in  1978,  and  the  remaining  building  (8  classrooms)  at  the  completion 
of  the  school  year  in  1979. 

These  closing  will  take  24  classrooms  out  of  service,  place  two  town- 
owned  buildings  in  a vacant  category,  and  return  to  St.  Agnes  authorities 
a school  complex  that  has  been  leased  to  the  Town  in  recent  years. 


These  closings  will  take  24  classrooms  out  of  service,  place  two 
town-owned  buildings  in  a vacant  category,  and  return  to  St.  Agnes 
authorities  a school  complex  that  has  been  leased  to  the  Town  in  recent 
years.  Further,  it  will  diminish  the  number  of  classroom  teachers  by 
28,  plus  four  other  professional  positions.  It  also  will  affect  cafeteria, 
custodial  and  secretarial  personnel. 
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Our  decline,  which  is  already  a decrease  of  400  pupils,  will  become 
over  1200  by  the  time  schools  open  in  the  fall  of  1979. 

In  other  words,  we  project  that  by  the  fall  of  1979  our  enrollments 
will  be  approximately  4950,  whereas  in  the  fall  of  1973  we  had  an  enroll- 
ment of  6188  students. 

This  decline  to  4950  in  1979  appears  to  be  only  the  beginning  of 
something  that  will  continue  for  at  least  another  five  years. 

It  is  this  next  phase,  one  that  extneds  from  1980  to  1984  that  needs  to 
be  examined  closely.  It  will  be  in  this  period  of  time  that  major  declines 
will  occur  at  all  levels  of  our  school  system.  The  first  phase  had  an 
effect  only  on  the  elementary  grades. 

Enrollments  for  the  years  1980  to  1984  should  approximate  those  listed 
in  the  following  chart: 


ENROLLMENT  PROJECTION 

Jr.  Sr. 

Elem,  High  High  Grand 

K 1 2 4 5 6 Total  7 8 Total  9 10  11  12  Total  Total 


1980  237  228  218  268  345  402  419  2117  417  438  855  408  433  418  452  1711  4683 

1981  237  237  228  218  268  345  402  1935  419  417  836  393  400  418  398  1609  4380 

1982  237  237  237  228  218  268  345  1770  402  419  821  372  385  418  398  1573  4164 

1983  237  237  237  237  228  218  268  1662  345  402  747  374  364  370  398  1506  3915 

1984  237  237  237  237  237  228  218  1631  268  345  613  357  366  349  350  1422  3666 


Note:  (1)  237  is  the  number  of  children  bom  in  1975  as  recorded  by  the  town  census  of  3/3/76. 

(2)  Senior  High  School  enrollments  reflect  adjustments  for  students  that  enroll  in 
the  Regional  Vocational  School,  private  schools,  and  for  students  that  drop 
out  of  school. 


It  projects  some  7 years  into  the  future  and  it  predicts  a decline  of  40% 
or  some  2500  fewer  students  than  were  enrolled  in  our  schools  in  1973. 
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1973 

1984 


Elem.  Jr.  High  Sr.  High 

3320  1071  1797 

1631  613  1422 

1698  458  375  2522  total 

Whether  or  not  the  trend  toward  decline  will  continue  to  be  a fact 
by  1984  is  a matter  of  conjecture.  The  fact  remains  that  no  matter  what 
the  trend  in  birth  rates,  our  Junior  and  Senior  High  enrollments  will 
not  “bottom  out’’  until  around  1987-1989.  The  information  that  we 
have  to  base  our  judgment  for  that  eventuality  is  mind-boggling. 


A look  at  the  following  chart  gives  one  some  idea  as  to  the  impact 
that  can  be  expected  during  the  next  decade. 


Gr. 

K-6 

7 

8 

Jr. 

High 

Total 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Sr.  High  Grand 
Total  Total 

1985 

1630 

218 

268 

486 

300 

349 

351 

239 

1329 

3445 

1986 

1630 

228 

218 

446 

223 

292 

334 

334 

1180 

3256 

1987 

1630 

237 

228 

465 

173 

215 

277 

314 

979 

3074 

Note:  The  elementary  grades  (K-6)  enrollments  may  be  on  the  increase 
in  these  years.  More  credence  can  be  placed  on  the  Jr.  High  and  Sr. 
High  enrollments  as  they  reflect  children  already  counted  in  our  annual 
census. 

Even  if  considerable  error  is  contained  in  these  projections,  it  still 
appears  that  a significant  decline  and  not  growth  shall  be  the  lot  of 
our  public  schools  in  the  years  ahead.  This  raises  a host  of  questions 
that  need  considerable  thought  and  discussion;  it  calls  for  cooperative 
and  collective  planning  by  many  facets  of  town  government. 

Can  we  improve  our  educational  programs  during  the  1980’s?  Can 
we  devise  effective  ways  of  bringing  the  schools  and  the  world  of  work 
together  in  a way  that  will  be  beneficial  to  society?  Can  we  add  programs 
in  the  Arts  and  Humanities  that  will  benefit  all  of  our  citizenry?  How 
many  school  buildings  will  be  needed  for  education  purposes?  Does 
the  town  have  need  for  these  facilities?  Should  they  be  razed?  Sold? 

These  questions  should  only  stimulate  more  to  be  asked.  Let  there  be 
no  doubt  that  significant  drops  in  enrollments  are  occurring  in  our 
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public  schools.  This  we  have  no  control  over;  we  can  and  should, 
however,  proceed  to  plan  necessary  educational  programs  and  related 
town  activities  around  this  happening. 

This  decline  should  not  come  to  us  as  a surprise,  nor  should  it  cause 
us  to  dismantle  a very  healthy  school  system.  It  should  be  looked  upon 
as  an  opportunity  to  make  for  ourselves  a better  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERTS.  WELLS 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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READING  SCHOOL  DEPT. 


ENROLLMENTS  1975-1976 
AND 

PROJECTIONS  TO  1987 


1965  1970  1975  1980  1985  1990 
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The  enrollment  of  the  Public  Schools  as  of  October  1,  1976,  was  5817. 
In  addition,  there  were  80  students  from  Reading  enrolled  in  Grades 
9 thru  12  at  Austin  Preparatory  School  for  Boys,  making  the  total 
school  population  in  Reading  as  of  October  1,  1976,  5897.  There  were 
also  97  boys  and  girls  enrolled  in  Grades  9 thru  12  at  the  Northeast 
Metropolitan  Regional  Vocational  School. 


ENROLLMENT  STATISTICS 
Six-year  Summary  of  Public  School  Enrollment 


Grade 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

K 

403 

412 

338 

345 

1 

479 

453 

446 

438 

440 

402 

2 

488 

487 

456 

451 

424 

419 

3 

548 

499 

481 

461 

436 

417 

4 

490 

543 

509 

487 

466 

438 

5 

526 

489 

542 

497 

486 

453 

6 

522 

532 

483 

547 

489 

486 

7 

529 

532 

539 

486 

547 

486 

8 

501 

526 

532 

537 

486 

540 

9 

474 

462 

476 

482 

483 

441 

10 

457 

468 

446 

481 

470 

469 

11 

447 

446 

450 

437 

463 

448 

12 

418 

418 

425 

439 

415 

430 

Special  Needs .... 

39 

39 

36 

32 

30 

43 

Class  for  Deaf  . . . 

6 

7 

7 

6 

5 

0 

5924 

5901 

6231 

6193 

6038 

5817 
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STAFF 


There  are  544  people  serving  the  Reading  Public  Schools  in  the 
following  capacities  for  the  school  year  1976-77: 

I.  Administration  and  Specialists  61 

Central  Office  3 

Principals  (and  Assistants  at  RMHS)  13 

Directors  5 

Guidance  Counselors  12 

Teachers  of  Special  Needs  26 

METCO  Coordinator  1 

Focus  Coordinator  1 

II.  Teachers  302 

High  School  96 

Junior  High  Schools  59 

Elementary  Schools  147 

III.  Health  Department  5 

Nurses  4 

Doctor  (part-time)  1 

IV.  Secretarial,  Clerical  and  Data  Processing  27 

V.  Custodians  and  Matron  41 

VI.  Cafeterias  46 

VII.  Personnel  - Part-time  68 

Perceptually-Handicapped  Tutors  1 1 

Teacher  Aides  51 


247 


DEPARTMENT  OE  PUPIL  PERSONNEL  SERVICES 


During  the  past  three  years  the  Reading  Public  Schools  have  made 
a number  of  critical  decisions  involving  the  creation  of  special  programs 
and  services.  The  intent  of  these  decisions  has  been  to  increase  the 
ability  of  our  schools  to  better  meet  the  needs  of  students.  The  regular 
classroom  teacher  in  coordination  with  a variety  of  specialists,  admini- 
strators, and  parents  is  effectively  accommodating  a wider  range  of 
individual  differences  within  regular  classroom  structures.  We  are  en- 
couraged by  the  progress  of  our  students  in  terms  of  their  attainments. 

Program  Delivery 

Resource  room  services  continue  to  provide  help  for  students  in 
successfully  meeting  the  challenges  of  learning.  The  services  of  specialists 
are  part  of  the  total  structure  of  each  school  building.  Teacher,  parent, 
student,  and  administrative  feedback  continues  to  be  positive  concerning 
student  progress. 

Our  capability  in  guidance  and  psychology  has  been  expanded  through 
inservice  training,  individual  professional  development  activities,  and 
an  ongoing  committment  to  improving  supervisory  support.  Throughout 
the  school  system  staff  members  have  been  directly  involved  in  develop- 
ing and  implementing  classroom  based  programs.  The  results  have  been 
evaluated  in  positive  terms  by  participants. 

Speech,  language,  and  hearing  services  include  direct  therapy  on  an 
individual  and  small  group  basis;  planning  and  implementing  parent 
administered  home  training  programs;  consultation  to  classroom  teachers; 
participation  on  child  study  and  core  evaluation  teams;  and  related 
services.  Current  needs  include  increased  intensification  of  services  for 
selected  students  --  and  an  increased  focus  on  preventive-developmental 
services.  Finally  - through  outside  grant  funds  (89-313)  the  School  De- 
partment has  been  able  to  direct  additional  support  to  more  severly 
communication  handicapped  students. 

Health  Services 

A scoliosis  screening  program  was  inaugurated  this  year.  The  Health 
Department  has  also  conducted  required  screenings  throughout  the 
school  year.  The  Nursing  Department  provided  quick  and  effective 
responses  to  emergency  health  conditions  and  traumas.  Their  participation 
in  child  study  and  core  evaluation  procedures  has  contributed  valuable 
insights  for  parents  and  the  school  in  the  development  of  educational 
plans  for  various  students. 

Collaborative  Educational  Programs 

The  SEEM  collaborative  provides  intensive  classroom  programs  for 
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students  who  encounter  major  difficulties  in  learning  within  typical 
classroom  structures.  Through  our  participation  with  adjacent  com- 
munities Reading  has  access  to  45  classrooms,  as  well  as  specialized 
itinerant  services.  These  classrooms  and  itinerant  specialists  provide 
Reading  students  with  the  required  level  of  intensive  educational  support 
necessary  in  meeting  their  needs. 

Other  Programs 

In  the  report  by  Mr.  Karakashian,  he  has  discussed  the  FOCUS 
program.  Through  outside  grant  funds  and  local  support  the  FOCUS 
High  School  program  has  been  initiated.  Thirty-five  students  are  currently 
enrolled.  Our  observations  and  judgements  concerning  the  effectiveness 
of  the  program  are  generally  positive.  We  see  FOCUS  as  a valuable 
addition  to  the  range  of  services  and  programs  currently  available  for 
high  school  students. 

Summary 

The  Pupil  Services  Department  has  continued  to  provide  support, 
services,  and  coordination  throughout  the  school  year.  We  are  optimistic 
about  the  outcomes  of  major  decisions  made  in  past  years  about  the 
organization  and  structure  of  building  level  delivery  systems.  The  impact 
on  students,  teachers,  parents,  and  administrators  has  been  positive. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A. J.  ALEXANIAN 
Director  of  Pupil  Services 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS 


Last  year  was  an  exciting  one  for  all  Americans  and  certainly  no 
less  so  for  the  two  junior  high  schools  in  Reading.  Celebrating  and 
participating  in  the  Bicentennial  was  an  experience  that  our  students 
will  never  forget.  The  school  system’s  celebration,  ably  directed  by  James 
McCann  of  Parker,  was  considered  by  all  as  a tremendously  successful 
and  worthwhile  effort. 

In  general  terms  this  past  year  is  viewed  as  a positive  and  productive 
one  at  both  schools  with  a major  effort  continuing  to  be  expended  on 
curriculum  review,  assessment  and  development.  Particular  emphasis 
is  being  placed  on  basic  learning  skills  in  all  subject  areas  using  an 
interdisciplinary  approach  as  much  as  possible. 

In  addition,  the  junior  highs  have  been  making  a much  stronger  effort 
in  dealing  with  youth  issues  and  the  so-called  affective  area  of  education. 
Formal  homeroom  programs,  a series  of  assembly  programs  and  a more 
organized  and  intensive  orientation  for  students  are  all  part  of  the 
effort.  A comprehensive  student  handbook  has  also  been  published 
to  respond  to  student  concerns  as  they  enter  junior  high. 

Finally,  we  wish  to  thank  the  many  people  who  have  helped  to  make 
it  so  enjoyable  and  rewarding  to  work  with  the  youth  of  Reading.  Of 
special  note  are  those  parents  who  have  volunteered  their  time  and 
energy  and  our  custodians  who  do  a«marvelous  job  in  maintaining  a clean 
and  attractive  environment. 


JOHN  D. DELANEY 

Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High  School 

ALBERTA.  LA  HOOD 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge  Junior  High  School 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


READING  MEMORIAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  FOR  1976 

Progress  was  made  during  1976  to  implement  the  new  federally- 
funded  Focus  program  and  to  incorporate  instructional  materials  that 
we  have  been  developing  over  the  past  several  years  into  the  curriculum. 
Focus,  the  alternative  “school-within-a-school”  began  operating  on  the 
ground  floor  level  of  the  Foreign  Language  Department  area  when 
school  reopened  in  September,  with  Mr.  William  Waight  as  coordinator, 
Messers.  Ric.  Guilbert  and  Samuel  Baker  as  teachers,  and  Mrs.  Rita 
Marroni  as  clerk.  Thirty  students,  mostly  sophomores,  were  enrolled 
in  this  program  in  which  English,  mathematics  and  social  studies  are 
studied  on  an  individualized  basis,  along  with  daily  group-counseling 
and  physical  activity  sessions.  It  is  much  too  early  to  make  judgments 
about  the  overall  effectiveness  of  this  program.  At  the  present  time, 
there  are  indications  that  Focus  is  working  very  well  for  several  students 
and  not  so  well  for  a few  others.  Members  of  the  Focus  staff  are  finding 
it  difficult  to  carry  on  their  daily  instructional  functions  while  at  the  same 
time  trying  to  develop  new  curricular  materials,  evaluating  individual 
and  group  progress,  studying  methods  to  improve  articulation  with 
mainstream  staff  and  curriculum  and  related  materials. 

Some  of  the  materials  developed  as  part  of  the  “Life  Curriculum’’ 
in  1974  and  1975,  and  during  the  summer  have  been  incorporated 
into  existing  course  offerings.  Materials  pertaining  to  human  biology 
and  physiology,  family  and  peer  relationships  and  an  introduction  to  the 
decision-making  process  were  incorporated  into  the  Health  course  which 
is  now  know  as  “Decisions  I.”  More  sophisticated  materials  focusing 
on  a variety  of  alternative  responses  that  people  might  employ  to  satisfy 
their  personal  needs  in  a wide  range  of  social,  political  and  economic 
situations  were  incorporated  into  the  Human  Behavior  classes  taught 
in  both  semesters  of  the  ‘76  -‘77  year.  These  materials,  together  with 
materials  still  to  be  developed,  will  be  offered  as  a full-year  “Decisions 
III”  course  required  of  all  1 1th  graders  beginning  in  September,  1977. 
A “Decisions  II”  course,  which  will  be  required  of  all  10th  graders 
in  the  future,  will  deal  with  preliminary  decisions  relating  to  occupational 
choice.  This  will  require  the  development  of  futher  materials  to  expand 
the  homeroom  program  now  in  effect,  and  will  be  implemented  hopefully 
by  September,  1978.  Further  expansion  of  the  Career  Discovery  Center 
and  the  continuation  of  occupational  conferences  for  juniors  and 
seniors  are  also  planned. 

Our  continuing  concern  over  all  factors  that  might  influence  student 
motivation  and  achievement  prompted  us  to  conduct  a study  of  our 
grading  policies  and  practices  as  well  as  our  methods  of  computing 
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grade  point  average  and  rank  in  class.  The  main  purpose  of  this  study 
is  to  determine  a fair  way  of  assigning  extra  weight  to  the  more  demand- 
ing and  challenging  courses  in  the  curriculum  so  that  able  students  will 
be  encouraged  to  elect  these  subjects  rather  than  subjects  of  lesser 
academic  rigor  in  which  they  would  most  likely  receive  higher  grades 
for  the  same  amount  or  less  academic  effort.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will 
have  formulated  procedures  to  suit  our  purposes  by  the  time  this  report 
is  printed. 

At  the  behest  of  a large  majority  of  teachers  and  for  the  first  time 
in  several  years,  formal,  two-hour  mid-year  and  final  examination 
periods  were  scheduled  over  four  days  at  or  near  the  end  of  each  semester. 
Like  so  many  other  educational  practices,  the  formal  examination  periods 
have  their  positive  and  negative  aspects.  Whether  or  not  the  benefits 
that  students  derive  from  preparing,  reviewing  and  taking  two-hour 
examinations  offset  other  educational  losses  during  examination  periods 
is  still  open  to  question. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  the  Student  Council  and  the  administration 
collaborated  in  an  assembly  program  for  all  students  to  review  the 
problems  of  vandalism  and  smoking.  Following  the  assembly,  the 
Student  Advisory  Committee  proposed  that  three  out-door  smoking 
areas  be  created  with  the  understanding  that  students  would  take  re- 
sponsibility for  supervising  these  areas  as  well  as  of  lavatories.  The 
outdoor  smoking  experiment  began  during  the  last  eight  days  of  school 
in  June  and  was  resumed  in  the  fall.  During  the  fall  and  early  winter, 
the  outdoor  smoking  areas  reduced  but  did  not  eliminate  vandalism  and 
smoking  in  the  lavatories  (girls’  lavs  in  particular).  Smoking  in  the 
lavatories  increased  as  the  weather  got  colder.  The  Student  Advisory 
Council  then  made  two  further  proposals:  1)  the  installation  of  smoke 
detector-alarm  systems  in  the  girls’  lavs,  and  2)  the  installation  of  locks 
and  pass-key  system  to  control  the  use  of  lavatories  on  the  ground  floor 
of  the  old  building.  The  lock-pass-key  system  will  be  tried  out  in  the 
very  near  future.  The  feasibility  of  installing  smoke  detector-alarm 
systems  is  still  being  studied  but  does  not  appear  likely.  The  one  thing 
that  we  can  be  certain  of  in  these  matters  is  that  evidence  of  widespread 
student  commitment  to  bring  about  permanent  improvements  in  their 
school  is  still  lacking. 

In  late  November  and  early  December,  members  of  the  high  school 
administration  and  staff  participated  in  a two-day  workshop  involving 
community-wide  review  of  youth-oriented  problems.  The  outcome  of 
this  workshop  was  the  formation  of  the  Reading  Youth  Forum  whose 
purpose  is  to  encourage  closer  communications  and  cooperation  between 
youth  and  adults  in  hopes  of  improving  the  quality  of  life  in  the  com- 
munity. Participation  in  several  meetings  of  the  Forum,  together  with 
other  professional  observations  and  impressions,  tend  to  reinforce  a 
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growing  conviction  that  one  of  our  greatest  cultural  needs  is  Parent 
Effectiveness  Training. 

The  year  ended  on  a sad  note  for  the  entire  R.M.H.S.  community 
when  Walter  E.  Hawkes  passed  away  suddenly  a few  days  before  his 
retirement  as  Physical  Education-Athletic  Director. 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 

The  Reading  Public  Schools  1976  summer  program  was  conducted 
for  five  weeks  between  June  28  and  July  30  for  students  in  grades  K-12. 
The  program,  directed  by  James  J.  Dumas,  had  a staff  of  twenty  pro- 
fessionals from  the  Reading  Schools  and  served  approximately  600  child- 
ren. The  program  was  designed  to  benefit  both  elementary  and  secondary 
school  students  by  providing  for  make-up  credit,  maintenance  of  skills, 
and  enrichment.  A variety  of  courses,  reflecting  the  creativity  and 
expertise  of  many  people,  provided  a successful  and  enjoyable  experience 
to  a wide  range  of  participants.  Of  particular  interest  was  the  “Nature 
of  Biology”.  Making  use  of  the  high  school  Vivarium  as  home  base,  the 
students  collected  and  preserved  or  maintained  biological  specimens 
obtained  locally  in  field  work.  Also,  Math  Enrichment  was  again  well 
received.  This  course  offered  the  opportunity  for  students  to  extend, 
enrich,  and  explore  new  areas  of  interest  in  mathmematics. 

During  the  summer,  classes  began  at  8:00  A. M.  and  the  school  day 
ended  by  12:00  noon.  Instructional  times  were  approximately  one  to  two 
hours  in  length,  depending  on  courses  taken.  The  program  concluded 
with  reports  being  sent  to  the  parents  of  participants. 
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RESIGNATIONS 


Pupil  Personnel  Services 


Ms.  Mona  E.  Levy  Psychometrist 

Reading  Memorial  High  School 

Miss  Gladys  L.  Benshimol 
Mr.  R.  Gilbert  Congdon 
Mrs.  Marilyn  B.  Durkin  (from  Maternity  LOA) 

Miss  Edrea  Grabler 
Mr.  Arthur  J.  Hales 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Jordan 
Miss  Anita  Kremgold 
Mr.  Armand  Munoz-Bennett 
Mrs.  Charmaine  Reider 
Mr.  Michael  Weinswig 

Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High  School 

Mrs.  Janice  Jonas 
Mrs.  Nancy  C.  Merritt 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge  Junior  High  School 

Miss  Mary  Wilson  Physical  Education 


Physical  Education 
Grade  5 
Grade  1 


Alice  M.  Barrows  School 

Mrs.  Nancy  P.  Jolly 
Mrs.  Rosanne  D.  Waldron 
Miss  Miriam  Wiltman 


English 

Mathematics 


Physical  Education 
Mathematics 
Mathematics 
French/Spanish 
Physical  Education 
Biology 
English/Reading 
Social  Studies 
Physical  Education 
Spanish/French 


Birch  Meadow  School 

Miss  Dana  Budowsky  Learning  Resource  Specialist 

Mrs.  Roberta  Marino  Grade  1 

Mrs.  Paula  R.  Santoro  Kindergarten 

Highland  School  - Lowell  Street  School 

Miss  Barbara  Lubotsky  Grade  6 

Mrs.  Pamela  Hadden  Grade  4 
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J.  Warren  Killam  School 


Mrs.  Sharon  Dugan 
Miss  Kathleen  A.  Hardin 

Pearl  Street  School 

Mrs.  Susan  Keating 
Mrs.  Susan  Thomas 

Woburn  Street  School 

Mrs.  Shirley  Osborne 


Grade  1 

Emotionally  Disturbed 


Grade  1 
Elementary  Music 


Grade  2 


LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE 


Educational 

Ms.  Lynne  M.  Cavanaugh,  Reading  Memorial  High  School  English 

Health 

Mrs.  Gladys  M.  Roberts,  Reading  Memorial  High  School  Business 

Education 


Child-Rearing 

Mrs.  Eleni  LoPorto,  Reading  Memorial  High  School  English 

Mrs.  Sharon  Dugan,  J.  Warren  Killam  School  Grade  1 


CHANGES  IN  PERSONNEL 
Appointments 


Pupil  Personnel  Services 

Miss  Mary  McGowan 

Reading  Memorial  High  School 

Mr.  Samuel  Baker 
Mrs.  Martha  Brinson 
Mr.  Theodore  L.  Bryson 
Mr.  Robert  I.  Cohen 
Miss  Arlene  V.  Cohn 


Psychometrist 


Focus 

English 

Health/Physical  Education 
Biology 
Spanish 
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Miss  Paula  G.  Gallup 
Miss  Sara  Ingber 
Miss  Elizabeth  Irwin 
Miss  Karen  J.  Kaman 
Miss  Sandra  J.  Kelly 
Mr.  Peter  Moscariello 
Mr.  Gene  A.  Pisano 
Mrs.  Catherine  Pratt 
Dr.  Eleanor  Stoppe 
Mr.  William  Waight 
Mrs.  Judith  D.  Wheatley 
Miss  Carolyn  Zeytoonian 

Arthue  W.  Coolidge  Junior  High  School 
Mrs.  Rosanne  E.  Colarusso  (12/10/76) 

Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High  School 

Mr.  Jeffrey  L.  Cryan 
Mrs.  Joan  Liever 


Physical  Education 
Physical  Education 
Multi-Handicapped 
Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Industrial  Arts 
Business  Education 
English/Reading 
Focus  Coordinator 
English 
Spanish/French 


Physical  Education 


English 

Mathematics 


Alice  M.  Barrows  School 

Miss  Deborah  Kasper 
Mr.  Gary  M.  Nihan 
Ms.  Stephanie  Kendall 

Birch  Meadow  School 

Mrs.  Mary  Ellen  Flaherty 
Miss  June  M.  Poluzzi 

Joshua  Eaton  School 

Mr.  David  S.  Williams 

J.  Warren  Killam  School 

Miss  Marsha  Nicolai 
Pearl  Street  School 
Mrs.  Alice  Dusenberry 

Woburn  Street  School 

Mrs.  Lynne  H.  Cameron 
Mrs.  Katharine  Friedel 


Grade  5 

Elementary  Physical  Education 
Learning  Resource  Specialist 

Learning  Resource  Specialist 
Kindergarten 

Grade  5 


Emotionally  Distrurbed 


Elementary  Music 


Grade  2 

Learning  Resource  Specialist 
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SCHOOL  DIRECTORY 


(Date  after  name  indicates  year  of  appointment) 

Robert  S.  Wells,  B.S.,  M.S.,  Ed.D.  (1965)  Superintendent 

Robert  J.  Munnelly,  B.S.,  M.A.,  C.A.S.,  Ed.D.  (1970) 

Asst.  Superintendent 
(Instruction  & Personnel) 
Ronald  A.  Winslow,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1973)  Asst.  Superintendent 

(for  Business) 


Pupil  Personnel  Services 

Alexander  J.  Alexanian,  B.S.,  Ed.M.,  Ed.  D.  (1974)  Director 

Roberta  T.  Engel,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1975)  Special  Needs  Ed.  Supervisor 
Sally  C.  Billig,  A.B.,  M.Ed.  (1974)  Psychologist 

Mary  McGowan,  B.A.,  M.Ed.,  C.A.G.S.  (1976)  Psychometrist 

William  E.  O’Keefe,  B.S.,  Ed.M.  (1954)  Social  Worker/ 

Adjustment  Counselor 


Health  Staff 

Robert  Wakeling,  D.O.,  125  Main  Street  School  Physician 

Evora  P.  Bacon,  R.N.  (1964)  Barrows  Supervisor  of  Health 

JoAnn  E.  McMahon,  B.S.  (1975)  Coolidge  School  Nurse 
Ruth  E.  Schubarth,  R.N.  (1972)  R.M.H.S.  School  Nurse 

Myrtle  A.  Waelde,  R.N.  (1963)  Killam  School  Nurse 

Directors 


J.  Douglas  Oliver,  A.B.,  M.Mus.  Ed.  (1948) 
Raymond  G.  Sunbury,  B.S.,  M.S.  (1969) 
Roberta  D.  Thresher,  B.S.,  Ed.M.  (1959) 
Mini  Browne,  B.S.  (1975) 


Music 

Reading 

Art 

METCO  Coordinator 


Reading  Memmorial  High  School 


Ara  A.  Karakashian,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1954) 
Leonard  F.  D’Orlando,  A.B.,  M.A.T.  (1958) 
Ernest  G.  Spence,  B.S.,  M.S. Ed.  (1951) 
Charles  G.  Symonds,  B.S.,  M.B.A.  (1970) 
Willis  Anderson,  A.B.  (1955) 

Bruce  Appleby,  A.B.,  M.Ed.  (1963) 

Samuel  E.  Baker,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1976) 


Supervising  Principal 
Assistant  Principal 
Assistant  Principal 
Assistant  Principal 
Social  Studies 
Social  Studies 
Focus  Teacher 
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Virginia  Bartlett,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1958) 


Franklin  R.  Berkey.  B.A 
Thomas  W.  Blancy,  B.S.,M.S.  (1969) 
Fverett  A.  Blodgett,  B.E.,  M.S.  (1970) 
Philip  Blum,  A.B.,  M.S.  (1970) 

Harold  E.  Bond,  B.A.,  M.A.  (1956) 
Leslie  C.  Bowers,  B.A.  (1974) 

Edward  P.  Brady,  B.S.,  M.A.  (1968) 
David  1 . Brett,  B.S.  (1965) 

Martha  K.  Brinson,  B.A.  (1976) 
Theodore  L.  Bryson,  B.S.,  M.A.  (1976) 
Walter  T.  Cahill,  B.S.  (1960) 

Joseph  F.  Cain,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1973) 
William  J.  Carroll,  B.A.  (1975) 

David  L.  Castine,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1967) 
Carolyn  M.  Clark,  B.A.  (1974) 

Robert  I.  Cohen,  B.S.  (1976) 

Arlene  V.  Cohn,  B.A.  (1976) 

Lois  J.  Coit,  B.A.  (1973) 

Frances  M.  Cook,  B.A.  (1972) 

Martha  C.  Cook,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1970) 
Norman  P.  Cormier,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1971) 
Harold  A.  Croft,  B.A.  (1970) 

Thomas  C.  Darrin,  B.A.  (1974) 

Emery  W.  DeBeck,  A.B.,  M.Ed.  (1967) 
Pearl  M.  Dee,  B.Ed.,  M.S.  (1963) 

Francis  A.  DiLuna,  B.S.  (1973) 

Robert  P.  Donovan,  B.A.  (1970) 


Acting  Director  Physical 
Education 

B.D.,  M.Ed.,  C.A.E.S.  (1971)  Guidance 
Business  Education 
Chemistry 
Physics 
English 
English 
Guidance 
Business  Education 
English 

Health  & Physical  Education 
English 


Media  Specialist 
Social  Studies 
Guidance 
French 
Biology 
Spanish 
English 
I.P.S. 

Chemistry 
English 
English 
U.S.  History 
Mathematics 
Home  Economics 
Biology 
Spanish 


Robert  H.  Dunbar,  A.B.,  M.Ed.  (1957)  Chairman,  Social  Studies  Dept. 


Susam  J.  Duvinsky,  B.A. , M.Ed.  (1975) 
Myrna  M.  Evans,  B.S.  (1974) 

Kenneth  J.  Feit,  B.A. , M.A.  (1974) 

Claire  A.  Fusaro,  A.B.,Ed.  M.  (1975) 

Paula  G.  Gallup,  B.S.  (1976)  (1-yr  appt.) 
David  L.  Garland,  B.S.,  Ed.M.,  M.S.  (1956) 


Spec. 


Richard  C.  Gillis,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1966) 

Peter  B.  Greene,  B.A. , M.Ed.  (1966) 

Marguerite  E.  Grimes,  A.B.  (1973) 

Stephen  M.  Gucciardi,  B.S.,  M.A.  (1975) 

Ric  L.  Guilbert,  B.S.  (1974) 

Richard  W.  Ham,  A.B.,A.M.  (1958) 

Michael  F.  Harney,  B.S.E.  (1970) 

Helen  M.  Hart,  A.B.,  A.M.  (1957) 

William  J.  Hart,  B.A.  (1972) 

Wendell  W.  Hodgkins,  A.B.,  M.A.  (1957)  English  Dept.  Chairman 


Ed.  Resource  Room 
Home  Economics 
English 
Social  Studies 
Physical  Education 
Chairman,  Biology  & 
Anatomy  Dept. 
Business  Education 
Social  Studies 
Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Focus 

Foreign  Language  Dept.  Head 
Graphic  Arts 
Guidance  Dept.  Chairman 
English 
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John  A.  Hollingsworth,  Jr.,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1955 
Ronald  N.  Howland,  B.A.  (1973) 

Sara  M.  Ingber,  B.S.  (1976) 

Elizabeth  M.  Irwin,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1976) 

Eugene  Kaczowka,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1968) 

Karen  J.  Kaman,  B.S.  (1976) 

John  A.  Kelly,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1972) 

John  J.  Kelly,  Jr.,  B.S.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  (1972) 
Sandra  J.  Kelly,  B.S.  (1976) 

LeoP.  Kenney,  B.S.  (1970) 

Mary  F.  Lanouette,  B.A.,  M.A.  (1970) 
Dorothy  J.  Lebach,  A.B.  (1970) 

Maureen  K.  LeClaire,  B.S.  (1970) 

Kenneth  M.  Levesque,  B.S.,  Ed.  M.  (1967) 
Donald  J.  Lovely,  A.B.,  M.Ed.  (1957) 

Michael  E.  McGuire,  B.Ed.,  M.S.  (1975) 
Kathryn  M.  Montejunas,  A.B.,  M.A.T.  (1975) 
Russell  E.  Morris,  B.S.E.E.,  M.S.E.E.  (1975) 


Mathematics 
English 
Physical  Education 
Multiple  Handicapped 
Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Health 
Social  Studies 
Mathematics 
Biology 
Latin/French 
French 
Physical  Education 
Distributive  Education 
Social  Studies 
Physics 
English 
Electronics 


Joan  E.  Morse,  B.A.,  M.Sc.  (1972) 


Spec 
M.Ed.  (1953) 


Peter  M.  Moscariello,  B.A.  (1976) 

Eunice  Mosher,  B.S.  (1972) 

James  T.  Murphy,  B.S.,  M.S.,  M.S. 

Thomas  F.  Myslicki,  B.S.  (1972) 

David  Nathans,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1969) 

Barbara  C.  Nevils,  B.A.,  M.A.  (1972)(1974) 
Joseph  V.  Nisco,  B.A.  (1959) 

Anna  F.  Normand,  B.S.  (1974) 

Cheryl  I.  O’Brien,  B.S.  (1968) 

Phyllis  J.  Onusseit,  B.S.  (1974) 

John  B.  Pacino,  B.S.,  M.Ed.,  C.A.G.S.  (1945) 
Walter  G.  Paskowsky,  B.S.,  M.A.  (1960) 
Robert  F.  Patterson,  B.S.E.  (1959) 

Jerome  H.  Perry,  B.S.,  Ed.  M.  (1957) 

Gene  A.  Pisano,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1976) 


Learning  Resource  Spec. 

Coordinator 
Mathematics 
Ed.  Resource  Room 
Science  Dept.  Head 
Physical  Education 
Mathematics 
Mathematics 
French  & Spanish 
American  History 
Business  Education 
English 
Guidance 
Guidance 
Industrial  Arts 
Physics,  Earth  Science 
Industrial  Arts 


Catherine  C.  Pratt,  B.B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1976)  lyr.  appt.  Business  Education 
E.  Jane  Reed,  B.S.,  Ed.M.,  C.A.G.S.  (1958)  Business  Ed.  Dept.  Head 
Steven  A.  Rhodes,  B.A.  (1966)  Mathematics 

James  L.  Roth,  A.B.,  M.M.Ed.  (1957)  Music 

Geraldine  F.  Roy,  B.S.,  M.A.  (1950)  Art 

Helen  E.  Scannell,  B.A.,  M.Ed.,  C.A.G.S.  Business  Education 

Paul  A.  Schapira,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1972)  Mathematics 

Susan  E.  Sellers,  B.A.,  M.A.T.  (1972)  Social  Studies 

Jean  S.  Silva,  B.A.  (1968)  Learning  Resource  Specialist 

Warren  D.  Snyder,  B.S.,  M.Div.  (1975)  Business  Education 

Paul  D.  Soule,  A.B.  (1966)  Biology 

Margaret  B.  Starrett,  B.A.  (1974)  Business  Education 
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Sally  Stembridge,  A.B.  (1955) 

AnneC.  Stewart,  B.A.,  M.A.T.  (1974) 
Eleanor  C.  Stoppe,  B.A.,  M.A.,Ph.D.  (1976) 
Meredith  L.  Suld,  A.B.,  M.R.E.  (1968) 
Robert  R.  Swanson,  B.A.,M.A.  (1970) 

Eric  A.  Turner,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1969) 

Peter  J.  Valeska,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1970) 


English 
Social  Studies 
Reading/English 
French 
Social  Studies 
Math  Dept.  Chairman 
Social  Studies 


William  A.  Waight,  A.B.D.,B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1976)  Focus  Coordinator 
Frederick  C.  Wales,  B.S.E.  (1942)  Industrial  Arts  Dept.  Head 

Judith  D.  Wheatley,  B.A.  (1976)  English 

Charles  A.  Whipple,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1972)  Social  Studies 

John  W.  White,  Jr.,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1958)  Physical  Education 

Peter  T.  Wood,  Jr.,  B.A. ,M. A. Ed.  (1970)  Art 

Kevin  J.  Zenewicz,  B.A. , M.Ed.  (1969)  Chemistry 

Carolyn  Zeytoonian,  B.A.,  M.A.  (1976)  Spanish/French 


Arthur  W.  Coolidge  Junior  High  School 

Albert  A.  Lahood,  B.A.,  M.S.Ed.  (1960)  Supervising  Principal  (1975) 
Louis  A.  Adreani,  B.S.,  Ed.M.  (1955)  Asst.  Principal  & Science 
Polly  H.  Alexander,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1967)  Learning  Resource  Specialist 

Social  Studies 
Guidance 
English 
Industrial  Arts 
English 
Social  Studies 
Science  Dept.  Head 
Physical  Education 
Science 
Science 
Home  Economics 
French 
Mathematics 
Reading  Specialist 
Social  Studies 
Social  Studies 
Music 

Special  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Science 
Home  Economics 
Mathematics  Dept.  Head 
English 
English 
Mathematics 
Industrial  Arts 
English  Dept.  Head 


John  R.  Burns,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1960) 

Richard  G.  Chapman,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1958) 
Louise  C.  DiCarlo,  B.A.  (1971) 

Robert  B.  Dinwoodie,  Jr.,  B.Ed.  (1961) 
Sylvia  Duani,  B.A.,  M.A.  (1974) 

Katherine  W.  Farquhar,  B.A.,MA.T.  (1972) 
John  J.  Fasciano,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1959) 

Walter  J.  Fitzgerald,  B.S.  (1965) 

Donald  B.  Garland,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1956) 
Nancy  L.  Golon,  B.S.  (1972) 

RuthE.  Hood,  B.S.  (1973) 

Anne  Huff,  B.A.  (1975) 

Irene  Kalogeris,  B.S.  (1975) 

Gretchen  M.  Koch,  A.B.  M.A.T.  (1975) 
Jennifer  L.  Lindquist,  B.A.  (1972) 

William  A.  McQuillen,  B.A. , M.A.  (1967) 
Robert  F.  Mingolelli,  B.A.  (1964) 

Elizabeth  Q.  Morrison,  B.S.  (1970) 

Ronald  C.  Morrison,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1967) 
Sandra  L.  Osborn,  B.S.  (1969) 

Marjorie  T.  Pacino,  A. B., M.Ed.  (1964) 
Barbara  A.  Palmieri,  B.A.  (1974) 

Michael  Scarpitto,  B.A.  (1972) 

Frank  E.  Tuxbury,  Jr.  A. B., M.Ed.  (1961) 
Roberts.  Ward,  B.S.  (1969) 

Terry  M.  Woody,  B.A.  (1968) 
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Sarah  M.  Yates,  B.F.A.  (1974) 

Maureen  H.  Zolubos,  B.A.  (1973) 
Rosanne  E.  Colarusso,  B.S.  (12/10/76) 


Art 

Mathematics 
Physical  Education 


Walter  S.  Parker  Junior  High  School 


John  D.  Delaney,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1964)  Supervising  Principal  (1972) 

Stanley  E.  Butcher,  A.B.,M.A.  (1949)  Asst.  Principal  & Social  Studies 
Raymond  E.  Anderson,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1961)  Mathematics 


Virginia  K.  Brogna,  A.B.  (1975) 

Mary  A.  Cann,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1970) 

William  R.  Carne,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1966) 

John  R.  Copithorne,  B.A.,M.Ed.  (1946) 

William  D.  Cowles,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1965) 

Jeffrey  L.  Cryan,  B.A.,  M.A.T.  (1976) 

Kathleen  A.  Forbush,  B.S.  (1973) 

Donald  G.  Green,  B.M.  (1958) 

Lois  W.  Harkless,  B.S.  (1970) 

Peter  C.  Hichborn,  B.S.B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1968) 

Joan  A.  Hunnefeld,  B.A. , M.Ed.  (1961)  Spec 
KatherineS.  Jacobitz,  B.S.  (1973) 

Ellen  R.  Jordan,  B.S.  (1974) 

Helen  R.  Knight,  B.S.Ed.M.  (1946) 

Joan  E.  Liever,  B.S.  (1976) 

Alice  A.  Lovely,  B.S.,M.S.  (1950) 

Wilburt  G.  MacGregor,  B. A., M.Ed.,  M.A.T.  (1961) 
James  D.  McCann,  B.S. , M.Ed.,  M.A.T.  (1963) 

John  T.  McHugh,  B.A.  (1970) 

Donald  E.  Meroth,  B.S.  (1967) 

Edward  J.  O’Gorman,  B.S.  (1957) 

Priscilla  B.  Perry,  A.B.,Ed.M.  (1957) 

Jean  B.  Putney,  B.S.  (1964) 

Robert  M.  Quinn,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1969) 

Francis  A.  Sateriale,  B.S.  (1973) 

Michael  J.  Tierney,  B.A.  (1967) 

Francis  S.  Tyburc,  B.S. , M.A.T.  (1972) 

Thais  E.  Waldron,  B.S.  (1961)  (1964) 

Patricia  J.  White,  B.A.  (1971) 

Patricia  A.  Zona,  B.S.  (1975) 


Mathematics 
Learning  Resource  Specialist 
Science  Dept.  Chairman 
Science 

Mathematics  Dept.  Head 
English 
Physical  Education 
Music 
Art 
English 
Ed.  Resource  Room 
Science 
Social  Studies 
English  Dept.  Head 
Mathematics 
Home  Economics 
Social  Studies 
Social  Studies 
Dept.  Head 
Social  Studies 
Physical  Education 
Industrial  Arts 
French 
Home  Economics 
Guidance 
Science 
Industrial  Arts 
Social  Studies 
English 
Reading 
English 


Alice  M.  Barrows  School 

Charles  N.  Papandreou,  A.B.,  M.Ed.  (1960) 

Supervising  Principal  (1973) 
Eileen  B.  Shine,  B.A.,M.A.  (1973)  Asst.  Principal  & Grade  2 

Judith  A.  Angus,  B.S.  (1962)  Grade  4 

Susan  J.  Briggs,  B.S.,M.A.  (1970)  Kindergarten 

Marcia  C.  Brown,  B.S.  (1971)  Grade  5 


Priscilla  A.  Canccllicri,  A.  B.  ( 1975) 
Laurence  J.  Conn,  B.A.  (1974) 
Kathleen  A.  Doiron,  B.S.  ( 1973) 
Thomas  F.  Hoffrage,  B.S.  (1974) 
MaryC.  Hynes,  B.S.E.  (1974) 
Deborah  F.  Kasper,  B.S.  (1976) 
Joan-Anne  Marshall,  B.S.  (1968) 
Gary  M.  Nihan,  B.S.  (1976) 

Sharon  A.  Patterson,  B.S.  (1975) 
Nancy  G.  Powell,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1970) 
Jane  N.  Rosa,  B.A.,B.S.  (1972) 


Grade  2 
Grade  4 
Grade  1 
Grade  6 
T.M.R. 
Grade  5 
Grade  3 

Elementary  Physical  Education 
Grade  1 
Reading 
Elementary  Music 


Stephanie  E.  Spunt,  B.  A.,M.L.S.  (1976)  Learning  Resource  Specialist 
Susan  C.  Viegas,  B.A.  (1975)  Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 

Virginia  H.  Walters,  B.S.  (1967)  Grade  3 

Eileen  A.  Woods,  B.A.  (1975)  Grade  6 

Efrosine  A.  Yeannakopoulos,  B.S.,M.S.  (1974)  Grade  6 

Birch  Meadow  School 


Dennis  Murphy,  B.S. , Ed.  M.  (1953) 

Ronald  L.  Wood,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1960) 

Joseph  R.  Allosso,  B.S.  (1968) 

Elaine  Andruchow,  B.A.  (1974) 

Irene  C.  Bourne,  B.S.  (1974) 

Dorothy  Conron,  B.S.  (1953) 

Janice  G.  Feagley,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1970) 

Mary  Ellen  F.  Flaherty,  B.A.,M.Ed.,C.A.G.S. 

(1976) 

Diana  C.  LaMarca,  B.S.  (1966)(1972) 

KayeS.  Michelini,  B.A.  (1970) 

Elaine  B.  Morgan,  B.S.  (1974) 

Nathalie  J.  Palmunen,  B.S.  (1975) 

Robert  A.  Penta,  B.S.  (1974) 

Marie  A.  Pessin,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1975) 

June  Poluzzi,  B.S.  (1976) 

Glorias.  Rosenthal,  B.S.  ( 1 949)(  1 955)(  1 967) 
Sandra  A.  Schifano,  B.S.  (1974) 

Louise  Spracklin,  B.S.,Ed.M.  (1957) 

Carol  J.  Tarpin,  B.S.  (1972) 

Eleanor  C.  Wall,  B.A.  (1971) 

Carol  A.  Wertheim,  B.A.,  Ed.M.  (1966) 

Paul  E.  Zalubas,  B.S.,Ed.M.,C.A.G.S.  (1966) 
Deborah  D.  Zitola,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1971) 


Supervising  Principal  (1960) 
Asst.  Principal  & Grade  5 
Elementary  Physical  Education 
Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Learning  Resource 
Specialist 
Grade  5 
Grade  5 
Kindergarten 
Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Grade  4 
Speech/Language 
Kindergarten 
Grade  6 
Grade  3 
Reading 
Grade  2 
Grade  4 
Grade  6 
Grade  6 
Grade  1 


Joshua  Eaton  School 


Donald  B.  Farnham,  B.S.,Ed.M.,C.A.G.S  (1955) 

Supervising  Principal  (1964) 
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Vincent  J.  Blandini,  B.Ed.,M.Ed.  (1964)  Asst.  Principal  & Grade  4 
Rebecca  H.  Alexander,  B.A.,M.Ed.  (1962)  Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Leslie  W.  Bodine,  B.A.,M.L.S.  (1975)  Learning  Resource  Specialist 


Ruth  H.  Bowers,  B.A.  (1974) 

JuneC.  Connor,  B.A.  (1973) 

Shirley  J.  Crompton,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1955) 
David  J.  Dolan,  A.B.,M.Ed.  (1970) 

Carol  O.  Everson,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1966) 
Mary  R.  Fuller,  B.A.,M.Ed.  (1970) 

Janis  E.  Gerety,  B.S.  (1973) 

Linda  M.  Guerrette,  B.S.  ( 1 °73) 

Kathleen  A.  Hahn,  B.S.  (1973) 

Elizabeth  B.  Klaiman,  A.B.,M.Ed.  (1964) 
Mary  L.  Leary,  B.S.  (1961) 

Carol  A.  Livingston,  B.S.  (1973) 
Rosemary  C.  McKenna,  B.S.  (1973) 

Susan  J.  Noch,  B.S.,M.S.  (1975) 
Genevieve  B.  Norcott,  A.B.  (1970) 

Doris  A.  Parry,  B.A.,M.S. 

Maureen  E.  Rea,  B.S.  (1969) 

Christine  C.  Redford,  B.S.,M.A.  (1972) 
Ina  M.  Segal,  B.S.  ( 1 967)(  1 973) 

David  S.  Williams,  B.S.  (1976) 


Elementary  Music 
Grade  4 
Grade  4 
Grade  6 
Grade  5 
Grade  6 
Grade  2 
Grade  2 
Grade  5 
Reading 
Grade  1 
Grade  3 

Elementary  Physical  Education 
Kindergarten 
Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  6 
Grade  3 
Grade  5 


Highland  School 


Elizabeth  A.  Twomey,  A.B.,M.Ed.  (1973)Supervising  Principal  (1975) 


Linda  J.  Anderson,  B.A.  (1970) 

Frances  F.  Akell,  B.S.,  Ed.M.  (1958) 

John  T.  Babine,  B.A.  (1973) 

Claire  M.  Bitinas,  B.S.  (1968) 

Anne  L.  Creeden,  B.A.  (1975) 

Pauline  Cynkus,  B.S.  (1975) 

Richard  H.  Downes,  B.S.  (1973) 

Gertrude  B.  Drozek,  Salem  Teachers’  (1964) 
Harold  B.  Elder,  B.S.  (1972) 

Susan  C.  Englund,  B.A.  (1975) 

Claire  L.  Flynn,  A.B.,M.Ed.  (1969) 

Barbara  E.  Leslie,  B.S.  (1971) 

Barbara  J.  McLean,  B.S.  (1974) 

Irene  Montigny,  B.A.  (1955) 

Dorothy  R.  Payzant,  B.L.I.  (1953) 

Christine  B.  Price,  B.A.,M.A.T.  (1973) 
Peter  H.  Teloian,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1964) 


Asst.  Principal  & Grade  5 
Reading 
Grade  5 
Grade  2 
Grade  2 

Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Grade  4 
Grade  1 
Grade  4 
Grade  1 
Grade  6 
Grade  3 

Learning  Resource  Specialist 
Grade  6 
Kindergarten 
Grade  3 

Guidance/Psychologist 
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J.  Warren  Killam  School 


John  F.  Morabito,  B.S.,  M.A.  (1954) 
Joseph  M.  Buckley,  Jr.,  B.S.  (1970) 

Gail  M.  Amiralian,  B.S.  (1972) 

Susan  J.  Andrews,  B.A.  (1974) 

Linda  A.  Augello,  B.A.  (1973) 

Sandra  J.  Buswell-Charkow,  B.S 
Marian  K.  Carlyle,  B.S.  (1972) 

Joan  L.  Ciampa,  B.S.  ( 1 974)(  1 969)(  1 975) 
Ruth  A.  Clark,  B.A.  (1973) 

Virginia  A.  Collins,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1971) 
Anne  F.  Coneeney,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1963) 
Kathleen  Connolly,  B.S.  (1974) 

Marcia  L.  Cook,  B.S.  (1974) 

Carole  A.  Davis,  B.A.  (1969)(1975) 
Nancy  L.  Dugmore,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1969) 
Jill  A.  Habalow,  B.S.,Ed.M.  (1974) 
Carol  M.  Hale,  B.A.  (1963) 

Pamela  K.  Higgins,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1975) 
Elaine  C.  Hondorf,  B.A.,M.S.  (1971) 
Diana  M.  Kasarjian,  B.S.  (1969) 

John  H.  Kelliher,  B.S.  (1971) 

Marie  E.  Lopinto,  A.B.,M.A.  (1975) 
Jean  M.  Maloney,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1970) 
Dorn  F.  Mar,  B.A.,M.Ed.  (1970) 

Ellen  Messing,  B.A. , M.A.  (1971) 

Marsha  J.  Nicolai,  B.S.  (1976) 

Elise  O’Brien,  B.S.,M.S.  (1969) 
Rosemary  Palmer,  B.Ed.  (1974) 
Marthanne  Pressey,  B.S.  (1975) 

Stanley  J.  Quinlan,  B.S.,  M.Ed.  (1975) 
Donna  M.  Ryan,  B.S.  (1968) 

Priscilla  H.  Smalzel,  B.A.  (1973) 

Helen  M.  Thebideau,  B.S.  (1955) 

Judith  G.  Upham,  B.S.  (1969) 

Ronnie  G.  Ventura,  B.A. , M.Ed.  (1973) 
Susan  Y.  Wheltle,  B.A.  (1971) 


Supervising  Principal  (1959) 
Asst.  Principal  & Grade  5/6 
Grade  5/6 
Grade  3/4 
Grade  5/6 

M.Ed.  (1974)  Primary  Trainable 

Grade  1 
Grade  3/4 
Grade  1 
Grade  5/6 
Grade  2 
Grade  5/6 
Grade  2 
Elementary  Art 
Grade  1 
Speech/Language 
Grade  3/4 
Intermediate  Educable 
Learning  Resource  Specialist 
Grade  3/4 
Grade  5/6 
Guidance/Psychologist 
Reading 
Grade  5/6 
Learning  Disabilities 
Emotionally  Disturbed 
Elementary  Physical  Education 
Grade  2 

Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Grade  3/4 
Kindergarten 
Grade  3/4 
Elementary  Art 
Grade  3/4 
Guidance/Psychologist 
Elementary  Art 


Pearl  Street  School 


Paul  A.  Guerrette,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1965) 
Donald  L.  Welford,  B.S. , M.Ed.  (1970) 
Ann  L.  Adams,  B.S.  (1961) 

Jane  E.  Barry,  B.S.  (1963) 

Mary  E.  Boghossian,  B.S.  (1956) 
Marguerite  S.  Brisbois,  A.B.  ( 1 966)(  1 968) 


Supervising  Principal  (1968) 
Asst.  Principal  & Grade  4 
Grade  3 
Grade  5 
Grade  2 
Grade  2 
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Gail  D.  Broussard,  B. A.  (1975) 

Jane  Ci.  Clancy,  A.B.,M.Ed.  (1957)(1967) 
Constance  Cooke,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1970) 
Bernard  F.  Creeden,  B.A.,  M.Ed.  (1973) 
Maya  C.  Das,  B. A., M.Ed.  (1960) 

Alice  Y.  Duscnbcrry,B.S.,M.Ed.  (1976) 
Martha  B.  Forgiano,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1975) 

1 inda  J.  Higgins,  B.S.,M.Ed.  (1974) 
Nanev  B.  Hoover,  B.A.,M.S.  (1975) 

Jean  E.  Jacob,  B.Ed.  (1955) 

Shari  M.  kutner,  A.B.,M.S.  (1975) 

Rhoda  M.  Marotta,  B.S.E.  (1975) 

Beverlv  T.  Mattatall,  B.S.  (1974) 

Ann  M.  Robleski,  B.A.  (1968) 

Janet  M.  Senesi,  B.S.  (1970) 

Bonnie  B.  Sher,  B.S.  (1974) 

Jean  E.  Weatherbee,  B.S.  (1972) 

Harriet  L.  White,  B. A., M.Ed.  (1973) 
Deborah  C.  Witherell,  A. B., M.Ed.  (1971) 


Kindergarten 
Grade  6 
Grade  2 
Grade  1 
Grade  4 
Elementary  Music 
Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Grade  1 

Learning  Resource  Specialist 
Grade  4 
Speech/Language 
Grade  1 


Kindergarten 
Grade  5 
Grade  3 
Grade  3 
Grade  5 
Grade  6 
Reading 


Prospect  Street  School 

Elaine  S.  Petersen,  B.S.  (1973)  Building  Principal  (1975)  & Grade  4 
Mary  A.  Boyle,  B.A.  (1966)  Grade  1 

M.  Gaynell  Knowhon,  B.A.  (1972)  Grade  2 

Pamela  A.  Rygiel,  B.A.  (1974)  Grade  3 

Woburn  Street  School 


Herbert  Baron,  B.S.,Ed.M.  (1955) 

James  J.  Dumas,  B.S.,EdM.  (1970) 

JuneS.  Brown,  B.S.  (1969) 

Lynne  H.  Cameron,  B.A.  ( 1 974)(  1 976) 
Richard  N.  Crump,  B.S.,Ed.M.  (1964) 
Michael  H.  DeLong,  B.S.  (1973) 

Katherine  W.  Friedel,  B.A.,Ed.M.,M.S. 

(1970)(1976) 

Michaelene  M.  Gaffney,  B.A.,M.A.  (1970) 
Paul  D.  Graveline,  B.A.,Ed.M.  (1970) 
Lynn  D.  Holbein,  B.A.,M.A.  (1974) 

Sally  J.  Mucica,  B.S.  (1973) 

Barbara  A.  Murphy,  B.S.  (1973) 

Lois  R.  Murphy,  B.S.  (1959)(1969 
AdeleM.  Pekins,  B.S.  (1971) 

Susan  M.  Rettberg,  B.A.  (1973) 

Sheila  O.  Richardson,  B.S.  (1974) 

Barbara  J.  Seaward,  B.S.  (1972) 


Supervising  Principal  (1970) 
Asst.  Principal  & Grade  6 
Grade  3 
Grade  2 
Elementary  Guidance 
Grade  5 
Learning  Resource 
Specialist 
Grade  6 
Reading 
Grade  3 
Grade  2 
Grade  4 
Kindergarten 
Grade  5 
Grade  6 

Spec.  Ed.  Resource  Room 
Grade  2 
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Ruth  A.  Stanieich,  B.S.  (1974) 

Nancy  A.  Sumner,  B.S.  (1974) 

William  G.  Webb,  B.Ed.,D.M.Ed.  (1964) 
Barry  R.  Wright,  B.S.  (1972) 


Kindergarten 
Grade  1 
Grade  4 
Grade  1 
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READING  MEMORIAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 


COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES 
June  6, 1976 


PROGRAM 


PROCESSIONAL  High  School  Band 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Class  President  Joan  Erlich 

STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER  Key-Smith 

Audience,  Senior  Class,  and  Band 

PRAYER  The  Reverend  Richard  M.  Woodman 

SALUTATORY  Lianne  Iacopucci 

REMARKS  by  Foreign  Exchange  Student  Susanne  Herrmann 

VALEDICTORY  William  King 

SCHOLASTIC  HONORS 

Announced  by  Ara  A.  Karakashian,  Principal,  and 
presented  by  Elizabeth  Walsh,  School  Committee  Member 

CONFERRING  OF  DIPLOMAS 

Nancy  Elgart,  Chairperson  of  the  School  Committee  and 

Bruce  MacDonald,  School  Committee  Member 

BENEDICTION  The  Reverend  Richard  M.  Woodman 


RECESSIONAL 


High  School  Band 


CANDIDATES 


Audreyann  Acquaviva 
♦♦Carla  Jean  Ahlstrom 
Christine  Alfaro 
Douglas  Allard 
Nancy  Allen 
Jeffrey  R.  Anderson 
Timothy  Anderson 
David  S.  Arsenault 
Lisa  Arsenault 
♦♦Cheryl  Ann  Assaf 
John  Atwood 
Jill  Avery 
RitaEllen  Avola 
Marianne  Joy  Bagdigian 
Peter  Carl  Bahrs 
Carol  Bailey 
♦♦Jeffrey  T.  Baird 
♦♦Lisa  Gail  Bamberg 
Susan  A,  Baranofsky 
John  W.  Barnes 
Jane  C.  Barrett 
Gary  Barsomian 
♦♦Leo  Luke  Basta 
Nancy  J.  Beane 
Judy  A.  Beaton 
Derek  R.  Beckwith 
Geoffrey  C.  Beckwith 
Jeffrey  M.  Beers 
Donna  J.  Bellengi 
Regina  A.  Benoit 
Paul  M.  Berian 
Angela  M.  Bernat 
David  R.  Berry 
Quentin  A.  Bethaune 
♦♦Richard  A.  Bickford 
Suzanne  Marie  Biette 
Gerald  John  Birmingham 
Michael  Bittrich 
Carol-Ann  Blanchard 
Marilyn  Ann  Blunt 
♦♦SusanE.  Bonaccorso 
Michael  Joseph  Boschetti 
♦♦Judith  Lee  Bottcher 
Gerard  L.  Boudreau 
Barbara  Ellen  Bowker 
Kathleen  Brady 
Lawrence  Francis  Broderick 
♦♦Marcia  Brown 

♦*  National  Honor  Society 


Ted  L.  Buckley 
♦♦Sharon  J.  Bulley 
Catherine  Bunton 
Dennis  A.  Burkholder 
Susan  Gail  Burns 
Kim  Cecelia  Cagnina 
Deborah  L.  Cain 
Nancy  Lee  Calef 
Nancy  Ann  Callahan 
Lauren  J.  Campbell 
Kevin  M.  Carbone 
Karen  M.  Cardillo 
Terese  Mary  Carleton 
Therese  Lynn  Carlson 
Christine  L.  Carlyle 
♦♦Cynthia  A.  Chapman 
Roy  E.  Ciampa 
Leslie  A.  Cioffi 
Michael  T.  Cleary 
♦♦Rita  Marie  Coates 
Warren  Gordon  Cochrane 
Susan  Marie  Cohick 
♦♦Ann  M.  Colford 
Lorna  Comeau 
Jon  A.  Comeford 
Thomas  Joseph  Concannon 
Edward  Stephen  Connors 
Susan  E.  Cook 
Susan  A.  Corindia 
Geoffrey  Corkum 
♦♦Christine  M.  Coughlin 
Karen  A.  Coughlin 
Christopher  A.  Coveney 
Stephen  L.  Crampe 
Kenneth  T.  Crupi 
Robert  Cullinane 
Matthew  Cummings 
Robert  S.  Cummings,  Jr. 
Stephen  R.  Cushing 
Michael  F.  Dacey 
Charles  E.  Dady,  Jr. 
Michael  A.  D’Ambrosio 
Christine  P.  D’Angio 
Edgar  Davis 
Robbin  Lynn  DeAngelo 
Charles  C.  Dearborn 
David  DeBlasi 
Marybeth  Decelle 
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I aura  Jeanne  DeCouto 
••Robert  W.  Dcnault 
Raymond  R.  IVRosa.  Jr. 
Anthony  R.  DeVito 
Kathy  Dewsnap 
Deborah  Joan  DiBiasc 
Ann  D.  DiC'ampo 
Diane  Marie  Dickson 
••1  aureen  E.  Dillon 
••Geni  Donaghey 
Richard  F.  Donovan 
Patricia  Doucette 
Stephen  A.  Doucette 
••Kathleen  A.  Downey 
David  B.  Doyon 
Susan  L.  Drumm 
Steve  Dube 
Susan  J.  Dunkley 
Arnold  J.  Dunn 
David  Durgin 
Kevin  J.  Dyer 
••Joan  Marie  Ehrlich 
Mark  Thomas  Emero 
David  Erik  Erikson 
Craig  A.  Evensen 
Michael  P.  Fallon 
Maryann  M.  Fandel 
Barbara  A.  Farley 
Denise  M.  Farris 
Joan  Feeney 
Patricia  M.  Fennelly 
Marcia  L.  Ferris 
Susan  Ann  Flagg 
Michelle  Ann  Fletcher 
Steven  E.  Flint 
Noreen  C.  Flynn 
Robert  W.  Foley 
Jay  R.  Forrest 
••Diane  J.  Freeman 
Beth  E.  French 
Deborah  Jeanette  Fuller 
Roberta  J.  Fusco 
Joseph  C.  Gadsby  III 
Dana  E.  Gale 
James  C.  Gallagher 
Kathleen  Gallagher 
Carole  L.  Gardiner 
Cynthia  L.  Gardiner 
Mark  J.  Gaudet 
Scott  A.  Gerade 
Charles  J.  Gibson 

**  National  Honor  Society 


Robert  Gibson 
Gayle  B.  Gilbert 
Melanie  C.  Gill 
Cynthia  Glennon 
Nancy  Jeane  Glines 
Helen  Louise  Goldberg 
John  T.  Golon 
Judith  M.  Gomes 
Thomas  J.  Good 
David  A.  Gould 
James  J.  Gould 
Michele  Kerin  Granelli 
••Julia  D.  Greenwood 
Paula  F.  Gregory 
James  Peter  Griffin 
Joseph  James  Griffin 
Luanne  Grundy 
Keith  A.  Hagman 
••Linda  M.  Hamel 
Joseph  C.  Harris 
••Russell  F.  Hart 
Cindy  L.  Harvey 
Linda  R.  Harvey 
••Elizabeth  Ann  Hatch 
Sharon  Lee  Hayward 
Robert  Heffernan 
Andrew  D.  Hennigar 
Lisa  Hennigar 
Susanne  C.  Herrmann 
Jane  Elizabeth  Heslin 
Thomas  S.  Hickman 
John  F.  Hicks,  Jr. 
Edward  A.  Higgott 
Christine  B.  Hill 
Eleanor  E.  Hovey 
Sharon  L.  Howland 
Susan  J.  Howland 
Terri  A.  Hoyle 
Kevin  Hoyt 
Matthew  Q.  Hoyt 
Scott  Quentin  Hoyt 
Leanne  M.  Hudson 
••Lianne  Iacopucci 
Pasquale  Mario  Iapicca 
Lawrence  Immerman 
••Brian  Arthur  Jack 
Paul  D.  Jackson 
George  Jarvis 
•♦Eric  G.  Johnson 
James  M.  Johnson,  Jr. 
Lynne  Susan  Johnson 
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John  F.  Johnston 
Elisabeth  Jones 
"Linda  S.  Jones 
Gail  Lorraine  Joudrie 
Robin  M.  Joyce 
Leo  Walter  Kashian 
Nancy  Ann  Kasperovich 
George  T.  Kaulbach 
James  Keefe 
John  M.  Kelly 
Martha  Ann  Kelly 
Barbara  Ann  Kerr 
"Cathy  A.  King 
"William  J.  King 
Amy  Knapp 

David  William  Koulouris 
Paul  M.  LaFreniere 
Linda  Marie  Landis 
Michael  A.  Laperchia 
Charles  J.  Laurilliard 
Edith  A.  Lawlor 
Brian  Thomas  Lee 
Gina  Marie  Leoncello 
Guy  W.  Lewis 
Thomas  J.  Lewis 
Michael  A.  Lewko 
Charles  S.  Liebermann 
Philip  William  Lincoln 
Frederick  E.  Livingstone,  Jr. 
"Marcia  E.  Locke 
Susan  B.  Locke 
Jeanne  M.  LoConte 
Beth  Ann  Lonergan 
Thomas  Patrick  Loschi 
Thomas  J.  Lucey 
Carla  Elaine  Lynch 
John  B.  Lyons 
Andrew  R.  MacBrien 
Brian  G.  Mack 
Faith  A.  Madison 
Brian  George  Mahoney 
Gail  T.  Maillett 
Kenneth  E.  Mallon 
Carol  Ann  Mantia 
Dale  C.  Marchand 
Laura  Rheta  Marlin 
Joyce  M.  Marottoli 
Thomas  A.  Marroni 
Robert  A.  Marshall 
David  D.  Mathews 
Elaine  M.  McAuley 
" National  Honor  Society 


Carole  McConchie 
Jane  Maria  McCulloch 
Timothy  L.  McGrail 
Mary  Bennett  McGregor 
Michael  F.  McLaughlin 
Heather  McSheehy 
Matthews  McSheehy 
Frederick  S.  Messeck,  Jr. 
"Karen  Elizabeth  Messina 
Jennifer  D.  Miksen 
David  C.  Mitchell 
Mark  J.  Morrison 
Wayne  M.  Mossman 
Michele  L.  Muise 
John  Lothrop  Murdock 
Janice  L.  Murphy 
"Nancy  E.  Myers 
Thomas  L.  Myette,  Jr. 
Donald  Stephen  Nalchajian 
Winifred  Neilson 
Nancy  Nellis 
Heidi  E.  Nelson 
Jeffrey  F.  Nelson 
Wendy  S.  Neumann 
Robert  F.  Nichols 
William  Eugene  Nicholson 
Laurie  Anne  Nicolson 
Gordon  L.  Norton  III 
Katherine  M.  O’Brien 
Robert  Edward  O’Brien 
Stephen  O’Brien 
George  W.  O’Connor,  Jr. 
Mary  O’Connor 
Maureen  T.  O’Connor 
Patricia  M.  O’Donnell 
Mary  Therese  O’Maley 
" Deborah  Susan  Onusseit 
Mark  David  Orpin 
James  B.  O’Sullivan 
"Carole  E.  Paimunen 
"Kenneth  J.  Pantano 
Deborah  M.  Parker 
Jeffrey  V.  Parks 
" Weston  M.  Pease 
" Teresa  M.  Pedi 
Mary  A.  Pelland 
Corinne  E.  Perkins 
Russell  Perkins 
Willard  D.  Perkins 
Cathy  Perreault 
Alan  James  Perry 
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Bradley  David  Poehler 
Robert  A.  Pomerleau 
Janet  F.  Porter 
♦♦Matthew  J.  Powell 
♦♦Diane  T.  Power 
Dennis  J.  Powers 
James  S.  Powers 
♦♦Marjorie  Joan  Quinlan 
Thomas  Ratacik 
Elaine  Regan 
♦♦Christine  Regazzini 
♦♦Mary  Louise  Reilly 
♦♦MarcC.  Restuccia 
Diane  Rezendes 
Lori  Jeanne  Richards 
Cheryl  L.  Richardson 
Mark  Richey 
Susan  Ricker 
Jeffrey  M.  Rizzo 
Steven  R.  Roberts 
James  D.  Robichaud 
Anne  Robie 
Anne  K.  Robinson 
Starr  H.  Robinson 
Virginia  Smith  Robson 
Christine  A.  Roscoe 
♦♦Jeannine  Marie  Rose 
Cynthia  A.  Ruggles 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Russell 
Elizabeth  A.  Russell 
Linda  E.  Sanborn 
Mary  Beth  Savage 
♦♦Carl  Michael  Schloth 
Mary  Elizabeth  Scouten 
Maureen  Sharkey 
♦♦Theresa  M.  Sheehan 
Timothy  P.  Sheehan 
Valerie  J.  Sheehan 
Martha  Mary  Silva 
Cathy  Small 
Cheryl  Ann  Smith 
Charlene  P.  Smith 
Gregory  T.  Smith 
Karen  Smith 
♦♦Nancy  E.  Smith 
William  Allen  Souther 


Betsy  J.  Spence 
Susan  Jane  Stamatis 
Scott  C.  Stanton 
Peter  Douglas  Stark 
♦♦Brian  Douglas  Stewart 
Pamela  Kay  Stowell 
Frank  Robert  Sullivan,  Jr. 
Gerry-Anne  Sullivan 
Walter  Joseph  Sullivan 
William  C.  Sullivan 
William  H.  Sullivan,  Jr. 
Geraldine  A.  Surette 
Pamela  Sue  Thies 
Wayne  Edward  Thompson 
♦♦Mary  J.  Tocco 
JoAnn  Tompkins 
Penny  S.  Toperzer 
Pamela  A.  Treacy 
**W.  Brackett  Tucker 
Susan  M.  Turenne 
Jean  Marie  Twomey 
Dianne  M.  Tyler 
Ann  Marie  Visconti 
Chan  Vu 

♦♦Thomas  R.  Walker 
Donald  T.  Wallace 
Donna  Lee  Wallace 
Sheila  A.  Walsh 
♦♦Thomas  Warnick 
Mark  Joseph  Warren 
Robert  J.  Wasserboehr 
Martha  Louise  Watson 
Joyce  D.  Weldon 
Michael  F.  Wheeler 
Deborah  A.  Whippen 
Patricia  L.  Whitcomb 
Thomas  Sanborn  White 
Kevin  T.  Whitford 
Janet  M.  Williams 
Lisa  Marie  Winter 
William  R.  Winter 
Betsey  Wood 
Richard  S.  York 
Vincent  N.  Zaccardi 
Stacy  Ann  Zanni 
♦♦Barbara  J.  Zemlin 


♦♦National  Honor  Societs 
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EIGHTY-SECOND 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF 

THE  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 
For  the  year  ending 
DECEMBER  31, 1976 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF 
READING  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 

A ONE  AND  TEN  YEAR  COMPARISON 


SYSTEM  OUTPUT 

Energy  Purchased  Kilowatt  Hours 
Cost  per  Kilowatt  Hour  Purchased 
System  Peak  Kilowatt  Load 

KILOWATT  HOURS  SOLD 

Residence 

Small  & Large  General  Service 
Other 
Total 

OPERATING  REVENUE 
Residence 

Small  & Large  General  Service 
Other 
Total 

NUMBER  OF  CUSTOMERS 
Residence 

Small  & Large  General  Service 
Other 
Total 

AVERAGE  REVENUE  PER  KWH 
Residence 

Small  & Large  General  Service 
Other 

Average  Revenue  Per  KWH 


1966 

1975 

1976 

176,479,106 

341,928,877 

365,309,468 

1.2114* 

3.0005* 

3.1932* 

43,440 

70,800 

71,360 

69,857,287 

117,969,176 

122,299,355 

89,585,587 

195,171,888 

216,144,566 

3,242,805 

4,186,022 

4,198,381 

162,685,679 

317,327,086 

342,642,302 

$1,847,486. 

$5,258,437. 

$5,670,904. 

1,742,199. 

7,735,633. 

8,902,175. 

104,653. 

258,518. 

281,721. 

$3,694,338. 

$13,252,588. 

$14,854,800. 

14,596 

17,462 

17,817 

1,095 

1,459 

1,483 

123 

107 

104 

15,184 

19,028 

19,404 

2.6447* 

4.4575* 

4.6369* 

1.9447* 

3.9635* 

4.1186* 

3.2272* 

6.1758* 

6.9376* 

2.2708* 

4.1763* 

4.3354* 
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MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 


John  H.  Crooker 
Frank  C.  Graupner 
Allan  E.  Ames 


Term  Expires  1978 
Term  Expires  1977 
Term  Expires  1977 


Norbert  D.  Rhinerson 
General  Manager 


25  Haven  Street 
Reading,  Massachusetts 


MANAGER’S  REPORT 


To:  The  Municipal  Light  Board 
Gentlemen: 

Respectfully  submitted  is  the  eighty-second  report  of  the  Municipal 
Light  Department. 

On  January  23,  Boston  Edison  Company  made  a second  filing  to  the 
Federal  Power  Commission  to  permit  them  to  increase  their  wholesale 
electric  rates,  called  rate  S-4.  Boston  Edison  first  made  application  for 
this  increase  on  August  27,  1975,  to  be  effective  on  September  27,  1975, 
but  the  FPC  said  the  filing  included  data  that  was  not  in  conformance 
with  their  filing  requirements  and  as  a result  rejected  the  application. 

The  January  23  filing  was  accepted  but  the  rate  was  suspended  for  5 
months  until  July  24.  The  total  dollar  saving  to  our  customers  over 
that  10  month  suspension  period  was  $1,376,000.  Our  retail  rates  would 
have  had  to  have  been  increased  over  10%  over  that  period  in  order  to 
recover  that  added  wholesale  cost. 

Boston  Edison  has  appealed  the  FPC  action  to  the  United  States  Court 
of  Appeal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  where  no  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  end  of  1976. 

Earlier  on  January  2,  Boston  Edison  filed  a revised  fuel  adjustment 
clause  with  the  Federal  Power  Commission.  This  filing  was  in  response 
to  a specific  order  by  Federal  Power  Commission  that  sets  forth  a 
uniform  method  of  charging  fuel  costs  to  wholesale  customers.  The 
major  change  in  this  application  is  that  fuel  charges  are  now  to  be  made 
on  a current  basis  where  previously  these  charges  were  based  on  fuel  costs 
two  months  prior  to  the  months  for  which  the  bills  were  submitted.  Also 
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in  this  case,  Edison  claimed  that  unless  they  applied  a fuel  surcharge 
they  would  never  be  able  to  recover  the  intervening  two  months  of  fuel 
costs. 

The  revision  was  made  effective  April  1,  subject  to  refunds  and  the 
added  fuel  surcharge  was  0.1  lC/kwh  to  be  effective  over  a 2 year  period. 

On  April  1,  our  department  revised  its  retail  rate  design  in  order  that 
our  basic  rates  and  fuel  cost  recovery  matched  up  with  the  revised  Edison 
wholesale  rate.  There  was  no  change  in  the  total  customer  bill  except 
for  an  increase  in  fuel  charges  to  reflect  the  special  Edison  fuel  surcharge. 

On  July  1,  the  retail  rates  were  increased  by  raising  the  surcharge  on 
our  electric  bills  from  26%  to  46.7%.  This  added  surcharge  was  designed 
to  recover  the  90%  of  the  increased  wholesale  charges  from  Boston 
Edison  which  were  to  be  effective  on  July  24.  It  was  calculated  that 
Reading’s  increased  cost  would  be  $688,000.  in  the  last  5 months  of 
1976  under  Edison’s  new  rate  and  the  added  surcharge  was  designed  to 
recover  only  $615,000.  of  that  amount.  The  surcharge  mechanism  is 
continuing  to  be  used  on  the  retail  bills  as  it  focuses  our  customer’s 
attention  on  the  ever  increasing  wholesale  rates  by  Boston  Edison 
Company  and  also  has  the  functional  value  of  keeping  track  of  each 
customer’s  payment  related  to  those  increases.  These  surcharge  amounts 
collected  from  each  customer  can  then  be  used  to  determine  refunds 
if  the  FPC  so  rules. 

In  December  of  1975  and  January  of  1976,  our  customers  received  a 
refund  based  on  a percentage  of  the  actual  retail  surcharges  paid  in  1970 
and  1971.  This  was  a refund  ordered  paid  to  Reading  by  the  FPC  in  the 
S-l  wholesale  rate  case  covering  the  1970-71  and  72  period.  All  surcharges 
on  our  customers  1972  bills  were  previously  refunded  late  in  1972. 

On  November  12,  Boston  Edison  filed  a rate  schedule  with  the  FPC 
which  would  provide  contract  demand  service  to  any  of  their  wholesale 
customers.  Contract  Demand  Service  is  where  the  customer  chooses  to 
buy  specific  quantities  and  types  of  power  to  fit  his  particular  needs 
just  as  if  he  had  those  various  type  of  generation  on  his  own  system. 
The  rates  for  such  service  are  based  upon  the  same  cost  of  service  as  the 
S-4  All  Requirements  rate  which  the  FPC  allowed  to  become  effective 
on  July  24,  subject  to  refund.  The  terms  and  conditions  of  the  Contract 
Demand  Service  are  to  be  dealt  with  separately  before  the  FPC. 

Reading  has  been  talking  with  Boston  Edison  over  the  last  few  years 
with  such  a type  of  service  in  mind.  Along  with  these  talks,  have  been 
the  opportunity  to  pruchase  a life  of  the  unit,  specific  amount  of  capacity, 
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from  the  Boston  Edison  nuclear  plant  at  Plymouth,  now  called  Pilgrim 
#1. 

In  addition,  and  more  important,  there  had  to  be  developed  a transi- 
tion arrangement  through  Boston  Edison  whereby  there  could  be  a 
reduction  in  service  directly  from  Edison  and  an  increase  in  service 
from  others,  and  in  particular,  the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Wholesale 
Electric  Company  (MMWEC).  The  Department  signed  contracts  with 
N1MWEC  in  August  to  purchase  capacity  from  MMWEC’s  plant  to  be 
constructed  in  Ludlow,  Massachusetts,  starting  in  1981  and  1982  and 
from  MMWEC’s  joint  ownership  in  several  nuclear  plants  starting  in 
1983  and  1986. 

Our  power  will  continue  to  be  transmitted  to  us  through  the  Boston 
Edison  transmission  system  for  which  Edison  will  be  paid  wheeling 
of  transmission  charges.  The  control  of  our  contract  demand  amounts, 
unit  entitlements  and  contracted  amounts  from  MMWEC  will  be 
dispatched  by  the  New  England  Power  Exchange  (NEPEX)  which  is 
part  of  the  New  England  Power  Pool  (NEPOOL).  NEPEX  performs 
the  interchange  billing  and  economic  dispatch  for  NEPOOL. 

On  November  1,  we  entered  into  a contract  demand  arrangement 
with  Boston  Edison  Company  whereby  we  began  purchasing  amounts 
of  base-intermediate  and  peaking  contract  demand  capacity  and  a 5000 
kw  unit  contract  of  Pilgrim  #1  from  Boston  Edison.  The  terms  and 
conditions  of  this  arrangement  posed  by  Edison  require  that  with 
appropriate  notice,  we  can  start  reducing  our  supply  from  Boston  Edison 
itself  in  the  third  year  of  such  a contract  by  30%  of  our  peak  load  in  that 
year  and  thereafter  can  purchase  all  of  our  capacity  from  other  if  we 
wish.  The  terms  proposed  by  Edison  require  that  we  project  our  needs 
from  Edison  for  four  full  years.  We  have  objected  to  the  FPC  that 
these  terms  and  conditions  are  more  restrictive  than  others  in  New 
England.  These  objections  will  be  detailed  when  hearings  on  this  case, 
before  the  FPC,  begin  in  May  of  1977. 

In  late  November,  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  ruled  on  an  appeal  by  Boston  Edison  Company  and 
ourselves  regarding  the  FPC  action  in  the  S-l  Wholesale  Rate  case 
which  resulted  in  refunds  to  our  retail  customers  for  the  1970-71  period. 
The  Court  let  the  FPC  decision  stand  thereby  completing  the  case, 
subject  only  to  our  further  claim  that  the  refunds  received  in  late  1975 
were  not  sufficient.  Our  further  claim  was  denied  on  December  29. 

It  might  be  well  to  summarize  the  status  of  our  other  rate  cases  before 
the  FPC  at  year-end. 
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The  FPC  Administrative  Law  Judge’s  initial  decision  on  S-2  rendered 
June  2,  was  remanded  by  the  FPC  back  to  the  Judge  for  consideration 
of  the  “Price  Squeeze  Issue”  and  which  cost  of  service  year  should 
have  been  used.  The  Judge  had  not  dealt  with  the  price  squeeze  issue 
or  the  relationship  between  Edison’s  wholesale  and  large  industrial  rate 
because  at  the  date  of  the  Judge’s  decision,  the  FPC  was  not  yet  required 
to  deal  with  that  issue.  The  United  States  Supreme  Court  on  June  7, 
ruled  that  the  “Price  Squeeze  Issue”  must  be  dealt  with  in  rate  cases  by 
the  FPC.  The  S-2  rate  was  in  effect  from  January  1,  1973,  to  December 
15,  1974,  at  which  time  it  was  superseded  by  Rate  S-3. 

Rate  S-3  was  effective  from  December  16,  1974,  to  April  1,  1976. 
Hearings  before  the  FPC  Judge  were  completed  on  July  20.  The  initial 
briefs  were  filed  on  October  29,  and  reply  briefs  were  filed  on  November 
29.  We  are  now  awaiting  an  initial  decision  by  the  FPC  Administrative 
Law  Judge. 

Hearings  on  the  Revised  S-3  filing  were  complete  before  the  FPC 
Administrative  Law  Judge  on  September  27.  Initial  briefs  were  filed  on 
November  8 with  Reply  Briefs  being  filed  on  November  30. 

The  Revised  S-3  rate  was  in  effect  from  April  1 to  July  24,  1976. 

The  next  step  in  this  case  will  be  the  initial  decision  by  the  FPC 
Administrative  Law  Judge. 

Hearings  on  the  S-4  case  are  scheduled  to  begin  on  April  5,  1977. 
Hearings  are  also  scheduled  to  begin  on  February  7,  1977,  on  the 
Contract  Demand  Terms  and  Conditions.  The  rate  issues  will  be  dealt 
with  in  the  basic  S-4  case. 

There  were  substantial  efforts  made  in  late  September  and  early 
October  to  settle  the  S-2,  S-3  and  S-4  cases.  The  Federal  Power  Com- 
mission is  making  a special  effort  to  get  the  parties  to  settle  these  cases 
in  order  to  avoid  the  lengthy  delays  that  have  been  cited  here.  At  the 
end  of  1976,  further  settlement  efforts  were  scheduled  for  mid  January. 

A substantial  but  not  sucessful  effort  was  made  this  year  to  revise  the 
laws  unders  which  the  FPC  operates  so  as  not  to  allow  the  pancaking  of 
rate  cases.  Pancaking  is  where  a new  rate  is  applicable  before  the  previous 
rates  have  been  ruled  upon.  In  our  case  the  stack  of  pancaking  is  four 
high.  This  effort  before  the  U.S.  Congress  will  continue  with  greater 
emphasis  in  1977  by  our  attorneys  in  Washington  and  our  National 
Public  Power  representaives,  the  American  Public  Power  Association. 

In  November  of  this  year,  we  began  leasing  a Honeywell  62/40 


277 


computer  to  perform  our  billing  and  related  office  functions,  for  the 
past  4Vi  years  we  had  leased  an  IBM  System  3 Model  10  computer 
but  it  was  decided  that  in  the  interest  of  greater  speed,  increased  disc 
storage  and  for  the  same  cost,  we  would  convert  to  the  Honeywell  unit. 
The  new  Honeywell  computer  also  has  the  capability  of  handling  month- 
ly billing  for  all  customers  if  this  is  felt  necessary  in  the  future.  We  are 
now  billing  residential  customers  every  other  month  and  commercial 
customers  each  month. 

Early  in  1976,  the  Light  Board  decided  that  the  Department  should 
discontinue  the  sale  and  service  of  electical  appliances.  This  decision 
was  closely  associated  with  the  need  for  more  space  within  our  25 
Haven  Street  location.  By  early  summer,  all  the  major  appliance  stock 
had  been  sold  and  only  our  service  efforts  continued.  It  was  decided 
that  we  would  continue  a reduced  service  effort,  limited  to  Hotpoint 
appliances  sold  within  the  last  two  years  and  then  to  close  out  our  appli- 
ance service  work  entirely  at  the  end  of  1977. 

Plans  were  prepared  by  Architect  George  Livingstone  of  Wakefield 
for  the  remodeling  of  the  former  appliance  display  area  into  office 
space  and  actual  work  began  early  in  November.  The  payment  counter 
will  be  relocated  at  right  angles  to  its  previous  location  so  as  to  allow 
the  office  personnel  in  that  area  to  move  to  the  front  of  the  building  on 
that  side.  Two  office  areas  will  be  occupied  by  our  Office  and  Data 
Processing  Manager  and  one  Accountant.  The  entrance  vestibule  was 
revised  so  as  to  use  a smaller  space  and  a door  in  the  center  hallway  was 
relocated  so  as  to  require  all  visitors  to  check  in  at  the  payment  counter 
and  be  directed  from  there. 

Over  the  last  several  years,  we  have  been  planning  for  a new  purchase 
power  station  which  was  to  be  connected  to  the  New  England  Power  Co. 
system  whose  transmission  lines  run  through  North  Reading.  This 
planning  was  abruptly  revised  in  mid-1976  by  information  that  our 
largest  customer  in  Wilmington  was  planning  to  double  its  load  within 
the  next  year  or  so. 

An  internal  study  was  made  to  determine  how  best  to  expand  our 
system  to  serve  that  specific  load  plus  other  expected  load  growth 
in  our  entire  service  area  and  the  associated  cost  of  such  plans.  It  was 
then  decided  to  further  increase  the  purchase  power  capability  of  the 
Kenneth  E.  Gaw  Substation  on  Causeway  Road  in  Reading  together 
with  the  replacement  of  an  existing  step-down  substation  on  Wildwood 
Street  in  Wilmington.  Also  to  be  constructed  were  two  34.5kV  spacer 
cable  feeder  circuits  from  Kenneth  E.  Gaw  Station  to  the  existing 
Wildwood  site.  Together  with  this  was  the  planning  for  an  overall 
supervisory  control  system  to  be  located  at  the  Ash  Street  Station. 
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The  initial  construction  program  is  expected  to  be  complete  by  the 
end  of  1978.  A second  step-down  substation  and  associated  34.5kV 
lines  arc  expected  to  be  needed  in  the  northern  section  of  Reading  in 
early  to  late  1980’s.  The  transformer  and  associated  equipment  at  the 
Kenneth  E.  Gavv  Substation  will  acomodate  the  second  phase  of  this 
project. 

Operating  highlights  for  1976  are  presented  here,  followed  by  a 
summary  of  construction  activities  and  financial  statements. 

PEAK  LOAD:  71,878  KVA  - Increased  1.5% 

The  peak  annual  system  load  was  recorded  on  June  24  between  3 p.m. 
and  4 p.m.  The  temperature  at  3:00  p.m.  was  99°  and  at  4:00  p.m. 
was  97°  F.  The  extreme  temperature  was  of  relatively  short  duration 
otherwise  we  would  have  had  a much  higher  demand. 

PURCHASED  POWER:  365,271,159  Kilowatt  Hours  - Increased 
6.7%  over  1975. 

The  growth  has  averaged  only  3.15%  over  the  last  3 years  so  we  are 
seeing  a resurgence  of  growth  even  while  the  average  revenue  per  kwh 
sold  has  increased  over  that  same  period. 

ENERGY  SALES:  342,642,302  KWH  - Increased  7.98% 

Energy  Sales  were  25,315,216  kilowatt  hours  over  that  of  the  previous 
year.  Sales  to  Large  General  Service  (over  lOkVa  Demand)  accounted 
for  82.7%  of  the  increased  sales. 

OPERATING  REVENUE:  $14,854,800.00-  Increased  12.09% 

As  energy  sales  were  up  7.98%,  the  average  revenue  per  kwh  increased 
only  by  3.81%.  The  increased  revenue  per  kwh  reflects  the  Boston 
Edison  wholesale  rate  increase  effective  over  the  last  5 months  of  1976. 

TOTAL  EXPENSES:  $13,987,696.00-  Increased  12.98% 

This  was  an  increase  of  $1 ,606,750.  over  1975,  of  which  $1 ,404,227. 
was  increased  purchased  power  expense. 

CUSTOMERS:  - 19,404  - Increase  1.98% 

This  reflects  an  increas  of  378  new  customers  during  1976. 

PAYMENT  TO  TOWN  : -$444,768.  - Decreased  35% 
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The  decrease  of  $238,984.  from  1975  is  primarily  because  of  the 
$21 1,799  specifically  related  to  the  tax  settlement  with  North  Reading 
in  1975. 

TOTAL  COST  OF  PLANT  AND  GENERAL  EQUIPMENT: 
$13,222,995.00. 

Gross  additions  to  plant  during  1976  were  $423,015.  and  retirements 
were  $36,027.  leaving  net  plant  additions  of  $386,989.  This  compares  to 
net  plant  additions  of  $442,328.  during  1975.  This  reduction  in  con- 
struction activity  reflects  the  general  economic  activity  in  the  area. 


CONSTRUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS 

The  Reading  Telephone  Dial  Office  service  was  converted  to  13.8kV 
with  the  installation  of  1 12.5kVa  transformer  on  a Linden  Street  pole 
and  underground  secondary  into  their  transformer  vault. 

The  new  Reading  Overseas  Veterans’  Building  on  Main  Street  received 
a new  three  phase  service  from  a 75  kVa  three  phase  loop  feed  trans- 
former which  was  installed  on  their  property.  Easements  were  obtained 
and  provisions  have  been  made  to  enable  this  transformer  location  to 
service  other  buildings  in  the  area  with  three  phase  power  if  necessary. 

The  Fantasia  Building  on  Main  Street,  Reading  received  a new  three 
phase  service.  This  service  required  the  installation  of  one  500  kVa 
padmount  transformer,  450’  of  1/0  aluminum  15,000  volt  cable  and  one 
40’  class  3 service  pole.  This  transformer  will  service  a bank  of  meters 
for  various  tenants  of  this  office  and  small  commercial  business  building. 
In  order  to  service  this  building  at  15,000  volts,  Line  1453  was  extended 
on  Main  Street  using  500  circuit  feet  of  336.4  MCM  line  wire. 

Feeder  167  was  extended  from  the  previous  construction  on  Grove 
Street  down  Franklin  Street  to  Main  Street,  utilizing  7600  circuit  feet 
of  336.4MCM  aluminum  spacer  cable  construction.  The  Franklin  Street 
secondary  plant  was  also  upgraded  by  the  installation  of  7600  feet  of 
3/o  aluminum  secondary  cable.  The  existing  4 kV  load  on  Grove  Street 
and  North  Main  Street  Feeders  was  transferred  to  Feeder  167  on  Franklin 
Street,  Collins  Ave.,  Fox  Run  Lane,  Blueberry  Lane,  Williams  Rd., 
Kieran  Rd.,  Sandra  Lane,  Joseph  Way,  Susan  Drive,  Pasture  Rd., 
Meadow  Brook  Lane  and  Larch  Lane.  This  conversion  involved  the 
reinsulating  of  existing  primary  on  these  streets  and  the  switching  or 
replacement  of  25  distribution  transformers. 

An  extention  to  Feeder  1459W  was  started  on  Butters  Row  and  Chest- 
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nut  St.  in  Wilmington.  Construction  to  date  has  included  the  installation 
of  8CXK)  feet  of  3/0  aluminum  triplex  secondary  cable  on  Butters  Row 
and  Chestnut  Street  to  upgrade  the  secondary  system  and  neutral  to 
allow  for  spacer  cable  construction  with  minimal  pole  change-outs. 
Framing  work  for  spacer  cable  has  been  completed  on  thirty  poles  on 
Butters  Row. 

Presidential  Drive,  an  overhead  subdivision  off  Boutwell  St.  in 
Wilmington,  was  started  and  completed  with  the  installation  of  nine  35’ 
class  three  poles,  430’  of  #2  aluminum  line  wire  and  800  circuit  feet  of 
3/0  aluminum  secondary  rack  construction  to  service  12  new  homes. 
This  project  was  excluded  from  the  underground  regulations  due  to 
its  initial  approval  as  an  overhead  project  several  years  ago. 

Bainbridge  Rd.  off  Wakefield  Street  in  Reading,  was  extended  into  a 
new  subdivision  involving  the  setting  of  seven  35’  class  3 poles  and  the 
installation  of  585  feet  of  #2  aluminum  line  wire  primary  and  620’  of 
3/0  aluminum  triplex  secondary  cable  to  provide  service  to  eight  new 
homes. 

The  Department  purchased  20,735  sq.  ft.  of  land  at  208  Ash  St., 
Reading  late  in  1975.  The  land  will  enable  the  Department  to  expand  the 
storage  area  at  the  Service  Center  in  the  near  future.  The  area  will  mainly 
be  used  to  store  poles,  crossarms,  pipe  and  street  light  equipment.  The 
house  on  the  property  was  razed  in  February  1976. 

A new  fire  alarm  system  was  installed  at  the  Service  Center  on  Ash 
Street.  This  system  protects  the  entire  garage,  line  department,  meter 
department,  storage  area  and  mechanic’  area.  The  system  is  tied  into  the 
Reading  Fire  Alarm  System  through  a master  box  located  at  the  Service 
Center. 

Renovations  were  completed  at  Station  147  at  Ash  Street  with  the  re- 
placement, removal  and  painting  of  doors  and  windows.  Fourteen  wind- 
ows and  one  door  were  bricked-in  along  with  the  replacement  of  two 
doors  and  nine  windows.  The  work  also  included  the  pointing  of  a small 
brick  area  over  the  overhead  door  and  the  removal  of  the  arch  in  this 
area.  A new  air  conditioner  was  installed  in  the  transom  at  the  front 
door.  With  the  exception  of  the  title  roof,  the  building  exterior  is  now 
in  excellent  condition.  The  entire  roof  should  be  replaced  in  the  next 
year  or  so. 

As  part  of  a policy  of  in-house  repair  and  maintenance,  the  mechanics 
have  done  a complete  overhaul  of  Bucket  Truck  L23.  This  overhaul 
included  the  removal  and  stripping  down  of  the  entire  boom,  bucket  and 
turret  assembly.  Using  factory  supplied  replacement  parts,  the  unit  was 
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reassembled,  painted  and  electrically  and  mechanically  tested  and  returned 
to  service. 

Construction  of  Feeder  168W  on  Industrial  Way  was  started  with  the 
replacement  of  and  transfer  of  existing  construction  on  thirty  five  poles. 
Five  new  poles  were  installed  at  the  West  Street  end  of  Industrial  Way 
to  serve  as  riser  poles  and  for  feeder  switching.  Framing  for  the  installation 
of  two  336.4  MCM  aluminum  spacer  cable  circuits  has  been  completed. 

A new  fire  pumping  system  to  increase  water  pressure  on  Industrial 
Way  was  installed  by  the  South  Wilmington  Development  Corporation. 
One  225  kVa  three  phase  unit  transformer  was  installed  to  handle  this 
intermittant  load. 

Drake’s  Bakeries  new  Distribution  Building  on  Concord  Street,  North 
Reading  received  a new  three  phase  service  requiring  the  installation 
of  a 75  kVa  three  phase  transformer. 

The  underground  secondary  cable  on  Pleasant  Street,  Reading  was 
replaced.  The  area  served  by  this  system  was  fed  by  an  overhead  system 
installed  on  a temporary  basis.  This  enabled  the  Department  to  replace 
the  780  feet  of  4/0  copper  600  volt  cable  and  secondary  connectors. 
The  overhead  system  was  removed  when  the  job  was  completed. 

A total  of  224  - 100  watt  mercury  vapor  street  lights,  were  installed 
in  Reading  to  replace  189  watt  incandescent  street  lights.  The  entire  Town 
of  Reading  will  be  converted  to  mercury  vapor  street  lighting  within  the 
two  years,  saving  approximately  333,000  kwh’s  of  energy  per  year  while 
at  the  same  time,  increasing  visibility  on  Reading  streets. 


UNDERGROUND  SUBDIVISIONS 

Trog  Hawley  off  Charing  Cross  Road,  Lynnfield  - This  installation  is 
a continuation  of  the  Runneymede  subdivision  to  serve  two  estate  lots. 
The  primary  construction  was  completed  with  the  installation  of  1200’ 
of  1/0  aluminum  15,000  volt  cable.  One  service  was  completed  with  the 
installation  of  100’  of  3”  PVC  conduit  and  300  circuit  feet  of  4/0 
aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable. 


Sandspur  Lane  Off  Park  Street  West,  North  Reading  - This  project  was 
completed  this  year  with  the  installation  of  eight  services  with  the  use  of 
3500  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable  and  850’  of 
3”  PVC  conduit  and  three  100  watt  mercury  vapor  street  lights  on  30’ 
class  7 center-bored  poles. 
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Parkwood  Estates  Off  Elm  Street,  North  Reading  - This  project  has 
been  completed  with  the  installation  of  the  remaining  eight  services  using 
800’  of  3”  PVC  conduit  and  2400  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt 
secondary  cable. 

Takoma  Circle  off  Park  Street  East,  North  Reading  - Work  progressed 
on  this  project  with  installation  of  an  additional  1 100’  of  PVC  conduit, 
one  manhole,  one  37.5  kVa  transformer  and  1200’  of  1/0  aluminum 
15,000  volt  primary  cable.  One  service  was  installed  using  150’  of  3” 
PVC  conduit  and  900  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary 
cable.  Four  100  watt  mercury  vapor  street  lights  were  also  installed  on  30’ 
class  7 center-bored  poles. 

Friendship  Lane  off  Main  Street,  Lynnfield  - This  project  was  started 
and  better  than  50%  completed,  including  services  to  two  of  four  lots. 
This  construction  involved  the  installation  of  1700  feet  of  3”  PVC  conduit, 
2 precast  manholes,  one  37.5  kVa  padmount  transformer,  500  feet  of 
1/0  aluminum  15,000  volt  primary  cable,  540  circuit  feet  of  3/0  copper 
600  volt  secondary  cable,  and  675  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt 
secondary  cable.  The  copper  secondary  cable  supplies  a new  home  with 
a 400  ampere  service. 

Patrice  Lane  off  Main  Street,  Lynnfield  - This  project  of  only  three 
lots  was  started  with  the  installation  of  two  precast  manholes  and  830 
feet  of  3”  PVC  conduit. 

Eastridge  off  Wildwood  Drive  - Lynnfield  - Construction  of  this 
project  has  to  date  involved  the  installation  of  three  37.5  kVa  padmount 
transformers,  five  precast  manholes,  5000’  of  3”  PVC  conduit,  3200’ 
of  1/0  aluminum  15,000  volt  primary  cable,  and  3600  circuit  feet  of 
4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable.  Services  have  been  provided  for 
seven  of  the  twelve  lots  planned.  One  of  the  precast  manholes  and 
several  hundred  feet  of  conduit  and  primary  cable  for  this  project  are 
actually  located  in  a road  that  is  part  of  the  Wildwood  subdivision 
where  the  only  access  to  this  project  is  from  Wildwood  subdivision. 

Todd  Lane  off  Summer  Street,  Lynnfield  - This  project  was  started  in 
1974  and  no  work  at  all  was  done  during  1975.  This  year  however  two 
additional  services  were  installed  with  the  use  of  250’  of  3”  PVC  conduit 
and  900  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable. 

Wildwood  Drive,  off  Pillings  Pond  Road,  Lynnfield  - Service  was 
extended  to  four  new  homes  with  the  installation  of  the  following:  300’ 
3”  PVC  conduit,  2200  circuit  feet  4/0  600  volt  secondary  cable.  The 
last  section  of  the  primary  loop  was  also  completed  utilizing  300’  of  3” 
PVC  conduit  and  800’  of  1/0  aluminum  15,000  volt  primary  cable. 


Westover  Drive,  off  Summer  Street,  Lynnfield  - New  Service  was 
extended  to  seven  homes  in  this  development  with  the  installation  of 
the  following  equipment:  2000  feet  of  3”  PVC  conduit,  3600  circuit 
feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable,  one  37.5  kVa  pad- 
mount  transformer,  one  precast  manhole  and  650’  of  1/0  aluminum 
15,000  volt  primary  cable. 

Carter  Road,  Lynnfield  - Service  was  extended  to  three  new  homes 
witht  he  installation  of  the  following  equipment  - 1200  circuit  feet  4/0 
aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable  and  300  feet  of  3”  PVC  conduit. 

Glen  Acres,  off  Glen  Road,  Wilmington  - Service  was  extended  to 
three  new  homes  using  400  feet  of  3”  PVC  conduit,  2000  circuit  feet  of 
4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable.  Seventeen  100  watt  mercury 
vapor  street  lights  on  30’  class  7,  center-bored  poles  were  also  installed 
in  this  project. 

Juniper  Ridge,  off  Kilmarnock  Street,  Wilmington  - Service  was 
extended  to  three  new  homes  which  included  the  installation  of  205  feet 
of  3”  PVC  conduit  and  1500  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary 
cable.  One  new  100  watt  street  light  on  a 30’  class  7 pole  was  also  in- 
stalled and  energized. 

Park  Street  Kstates,  off  Park  Street,  Wilmington  - Service  was  ex- 
tended to  twenty-six  new  homes  with  the  installation  of  the  following 
equipment:  900’  3”PVC  conduit, 925  feet  1/0  aluminum,  15,000  volt 
primary  cable  and  15, (XX)  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary 
cable.  All  planned  services  in  this  subdivision  are  now  energized. 

Mohawk  Drive  off  Lowell  Street,  Lynnfield  - This  project  was  con- 
tinued this  year  with  the  installation  of  600’  of  3”  PVC  conduit,  two 
37.5  kVa  padmount  transformers,  2000  feet  of  1/0  aluminum  15,000 
volt  primary  cable  and  900  circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  sec- 
ondary cable  resulting  in  the  connection  of  two  services. 

Lssex  West,  off  Lssex  Street,  Lynnfield  - This  year  500’  of  3”  PVC 
conduit,  1500’  of  1/0  aluminum  15,000  volt  primary  cable  and  3000 
circuit  feet  of  4/0  aluminum  600  volt  secondary  cable  was  installed  to 
complete  the  primary  loop  and  provide  service  to  eight  new  homes. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  publicly  recognize  the  many 
hours  spent  during  the  year  by  the  Light  Board,  John  H.  Crooker, 
Chairman,  Frank  C.  Graupner,  Secretary,  who  is  retiring  from  the 
Board  and  Allen  T.  Ames,  recently  appointed  board  member,  for 
making  the  important  policy  decisions  which  result  in  the  best  service 
and  lowest  possible  electric  rates  to  our  consumers.  The  Town  of  Reading 
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benefits  greatly  from  your  dedication  to  this  unpaid  task.  The  satisfac 
tion  in  a job  well  done  is  your  only  compensation. 

I wish  also  to  thank  the  officials  of  Reading,  Lynnfield,  North  Reading 
and  Wilmington  for  their  cooperation  with  our  Department  this  year. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  the  department  employees  for  a job  well 
done  in  serving  our  nearly  19,500  customers  during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  Section  57,  Chapter  164  of  the  Genral  Laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  1 submit  my  estimate  of  income  and 
expenses  of  the  plant  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  3 1 , 1977. 


285 


ESTIMATED  INCOME  ANI)  EXPENSES  FOR  1977 

INCOME: 


From  Consumers 

From  Tax  Levy  - For  Street  Lights 

- For  Municipal  Buildings 
From  Miscellaneous  Income 

$15,551,128. 

79,192. 

164,500. 

20,000. 

Total  Income 
EXPENSES: 

$15,814,820. 

Production 

Transmission 

Distribution 

Street  Lighting 

Depreciation 

General  Miscellaneous 

Interest  on  Bonds  & Notes 

Bonds  & Notes  Payable  Redeemed 

Taxes  - Outside  Towns 

Uncollectable  Operating  Revenue 

Interest  on  Consumer  Deposits 

$12,312,820. 

13.500. 
775,550. 

40.500. 

390.000. 

916.000. 

25.000. 

30.000. 
223,800. 

60.000. 
8,000. 

Total  Expenses 

$14,795,170. 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenses: 

KWH  Purchased 
KWH  Sold 

KWH  for  Reading  Street  Lights 
Expenses  for  KWH  Sold 
Cost  of  Reading  Street  Lights 
Appropriation  for  Reading  Street  Lights 

$ 1,019,650. 

381.500.000. 

355.000. 000. 
1,900,000. 

0.04168 

$79,192. 

$79,192. 

A summary  of  Revenue  and  Expenses,  Total  Cost  of  Plant  together 
with  the  Balance  Sheet,  the  Profit  and  Loss  Account,  the  Financial 
Report  of  the  Town  of  Reading  Municipal  Light  Department’s  Em- 
ployees’ Pension  Trust  Fund  and  the  Auditor’s  Certificate  are  appended 
herewith. 

Respectfully  submitted: 


Norbert  D.  Rhinerson 
General  Manager 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 


The  report  of  the  General  Manager  as  submitted  by  him  with  the 
certicates  of  the  Auditor  is  hereby  approved  by  the  Municipal  Light 
Board  and  constitutes  its  report  to  the  Town. 

MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 

John  H.  Crooker,  Chairman 

Frank  C.  Graupner,  Secretary 
Allan  E.  Ames 


TOTAL  COST  OF  PLANT 

AS  OF 

December  31 , 1976 


LAND  - Kenneth  E.  Gaw  Station 
226  Ash  Street 
Garage  & Stockroom 
25  Haven  Street 
Wildwood  Street,  Wilmington 
Main  Street,  Wilmington 
Haverhill  Street,  North  Reading 
Main  Street,  Lynnfield  Center 


$ 139,949.49 

49,213.44 
4,229.64 
6,609.46 
700.00 
6,726.92 
3,219.19 
5,000.00 


STRUCTURES  226  Ash  Street 
25  Haven  Street 
Garage  & Stockroom 

Kenneth  E.  Gaw  Station 


75,161.66 

302,665.63 

106,552.93 

682,393.78 


STATION  EQUIPMENT  - Reading  - K.E.  Gaw  Substation  1,153,236.07 


Reading  - Ash  Street  596,910.98 

Lynnfield  Center  164,906.78 

North  Reading  171,170.94 

Wilmington  - Main  Street  118,225.95 

Wilmington  - Wildwood  Street  169,83 1 .69 

POLES,  FIXTURES  & OVERHEAD  CONDUCTORS 

Trans.  105,576.20 

Underground  Conductors  - Trans.  1 ,557.80 

Towers  & Fixtures  - Trans.  67,241.63 


POLES,  FIXTURES  & OVERHEAD  CONDUCTORS  - 

Dist.  3,189,104.21 
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Underground  Conduits  - Dist. 

890,107.29 

Underground  Conductors  - Dist. 

1,260,073.03 

Line  Transformers 

1,389,147.01 

Services 

634,131.25 

Meters 

778,186.38 

Street  Lights  & Signal  Systems 

558,503.77 

TOTAL  COST  OF  PLANT 

$12,630,208.12 

General  Equipment 

592,662.44 

TOTAL  COST  OF  PLANT 

& GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

$13,222,995.56 
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Krnst  & Frnst 

200  Clarendon  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 16 
617/266-2000 


Muncipal  Light  Board 
Town  of  Reading  — Municipal 
Light  Department 
Reading,  Massachusetts 

We  have  examined  the  balance  sheet  of  the  Municipal  Light  Department 
of  the  Town  of  Reading  as  of  December  31,  1976,  and  the  related  state- 
ments of  income  and  earnings  reinvested  and  changes  in  financial 
position  for  the  year  then  ended.  Our  examination  was  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  generally  accepted  auditing  standards  and,  accordingly, 
included  such  tests  of  the  accounting  records  and  such  other  auditing 
procedures  as  we  considered  necessary  in  the  circumstances.  The  finan- 
cial statements  of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  of  the  Town  of 
Reading  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1975  were  examined  by  other 
auditors  whose  opinion,  dated  February  11,  1976,  on  those  financial 
statements  was  qualified  as  being  subject  to  the  effects  on  the  financial 
statements  of  such  adjustments,  if  any,  resulting  from  rate  hearings 
before  the  Federal  Power  Commission  and  except  for  the  method  of 
providing  depreciation  expense  and  the  presentation  of  bond  principal 
payments  as  an  operating  expense. 

The  Municipal  Light  Department  continues  to  be  involved  in  rate 
hearings  before  the  Federal  Power  Commission  as  described  in  Note  B 
to  the  financial  statements.  The  final  outcome  of  these  hearings  is  not 
presently  determinable. 

The  Municipal  Light  Department  depreciates  its  electric  utility  plant 
in  accordance  with  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities.  The 
rate  used  (3%  in  both  1976  an  1975)  is  based  on  financial  factors  relating 
to  cash  How  rather  than  engineering  factors  relating  to  estimates  of 
useful  lives. 

The  Municipal  Light  Department  reflects  payments  of  bond  principal 
as  an  element  of  operating  expense.  Reporting  bond  principal  payments 
in  this  manner  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  net  income  for  1976  by 
$60,000  and  1975  by  $65,000. 

In  our  opinion,  except  for  the  method  of  providing  depreciation  expense 
and  the  inclusion  of  bond  principal  payments  as  an  operating  expense, 
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and  subject  to  the  effects,  if  any,  of  adjustments  as  might  have  been 
required  had  the  outcome  ot  the  rate  hearings  referred  to  in  the  second 
paragraph  been  known,  the  financial  statements  referred  to  above 
for  the  year  ended  December  31 , 1976. present  fairly  the  financial  position 
of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  of  the  down  of  Reading  as  of 
December  31,  1976,  and  the  results  of  its  operations  and  the  changes 
in  its  financial  position  for  the  year  then  ended,  in  conformity  with 
generally  accepted  accounting  principles  applied  on  a basis  consistent 
with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 


Boston,  Massachusetts 
February  14,  1977 
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BALANCE SHEETS 


TOWN  OF  READING  - MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 


December  31 


ASSETS 

1976 

1975 

UTILITY  PLANT-Note  A 

Electric  utility  plant  in  service 

$13,222,995 

$12,836,007 

Less  allowances  for  depreciation 

6,994,369 

6,651,543 

6,228,626 

6,184,464 

FUNDS  ON  DEPOSIT  WITH  TOWN 

TREASURER 

Municipally-sponsored  electric  power 

facilities  fund-Note  F 

212,820 

200,000 

Depreciation  fund 

1,286,755 

894,725 

1,499,575 

1,094,725 

CURRENT  ASSETS 

Funds  on  deposit  with  Town  Treasurer: 

Construction  fund 

158,394 

355,947 

Reserve  fund  for  working  capital 
Reserve  fund  for  payments  in  lieu  of 

367,770 

taxes  to  other  municipalities 
Reserve  fund  for  refund  of  Boston 

16,000 

43,152 

Edison  rebate--Note  B 
Other  funds: 

195,697 

Consumers’  deposits 

115,387 

122,403 

Petty  cash 

1,000 

1,000 

290,781 

1,085,969 

Accounts  receivable-Note  D 

2,468,411 

1,540,424 

Materials  and  supplies 

540,144 

570,722 

Prepaid  expenses 

29,484 

9,859 

Miscellaneous  current  assets 

30,531 

36,582 

TOTAL  CURRENT  ASSETS 

3,359,351 

3,243,556 

$11,087,552 

$10,522,745 
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LIABILITIES  AND  EARNINGS  December  31 


REINVESTED 

1976 

1975 

EARNINGS  REINVESTED 

Appropriated  for  loan  repayment 

$ 420,000 

S 480,000 

Earnings  reinvested  in  plant 

8,580,225 

7,972,549 

9,000,225 

8,452,549 

LONG-TERM  DEBT,  less  current 

portion-Note  C 

390,000 

420,000 

CURRENT  LIABILITIES 

Accounts  payable 

Boston  Edison  Company  rebate  to  be 

1,207,270 

1,019,614 

refunded— Note  B 

195,697 

Consumers’  deposits 

Portion  of  long-term  debt  due  within 

1 15,387 

122,403 

one  year— Note  C 

30,000 

60,000 

Accrued  interest 

10,300 

3,665 

TOTAL  CURRENT  LIABILITIES 

1,362,957 

1,401,379 

CUSTOMER  ADVANCES  FOR 

CONSTRUCTION 

97,539 

64,773 

CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  AID  OF 

CONSTRUCTION 

181,331 

154,771 

RESERVE  FOR  UNCOLLECTIBLE 

ACCOUNTS 

55,500 

29,273 

CONTINGENCY-Note  B 


$11,087,552  $10,522,745 


Certain  amounts  for  1975  have  been  reclassfied  to  permit  comparison. 


See  notes  to  financial  statements. 


STATEMENT  OF  INCOME  AND  EARNINGS  REINVESTED 
TOWN  OF  READING  - MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 

Year  Ended  December  31 


1976 

1975 

Revenue— Notes  A and  D: 

Residential  service— Rate  Schedule  A 

$5,670,904 

$5,258,437 

Commercial  service-Rate  Schedule  B 
Commercial  and  industrial  service- 

299,891 

284,067 

Rate  Schedule  C 

7,997,335 

6,889,331 

Private  companies  and  municipal  plants 

28,514 

26,719 

Street  lighting  service 

242,370 

223,732 

Municipal  service-Rate  Schedule  B 

31,256 

28,407 

Municipal  service-Rate  Schedule  C 

573,693 

533,828 

Flat  rate  sales 

10,837 

8,068 

Other  income  (principally  investment 

14,854,800 

13,252,589 

income) 

68,593 

95,224 

14,923,393 

13,347,813 

Operating  expenses: 
Operations-Note  E 

13,095,265 

11,529,235 

Maintenance 

255,690 

235,547 

Depreciation  of  electric  utility  plant  — 
Note  A 

331,748 

320,547 

Payments  in  lieu  of  personal  property 
taxes 

209,658 

191,848 

Bond  payments— Note  C 

60,000 

65,000 

Interest 

35,335 

38,769 

13,987,696 

12,380,946 

NET  INCOME 

935,697 

966,867 

Earnings  reinvested  at  beginning  of  year 

8,452,549 

7,939,106 

Appropriation  of  loan  repayment 

60,000 

65,000 

Transfer  to  General  Funds  of  the  Town  in 
accordance  with  vote  of  Town  Meeting 

( 444,768 )( 

516,256) 

Miscellaneous 

( 3,253  )( 

2,168) 

EARNINGS  REINVESTED  AT 
END  OF  YEAR 

$ 9,000,225  $ 

8,452,549 

( ) Denote  deduction. 


See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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STATEMENTS  OK  CHANGES  IN  FINANCIAL  POSITION 


TOWN  OK  RKADING-MUNIC1PAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 

Year  Ended  December  31 


1976 

1975 

SOURCES  OF  FUNDS 

Net  income 

Charges  to  income  not  requiring  current 

S 935,697 

$ 966,867 

outlay  of  working  capital: 

Depreciation— Note  A 
Increase  (decrease)  in  reserve  for 

378,904 

366,877 

uncollectible  accounts 

26,227 

( 10,727) 

Bond  payments-Note  C 

60,000 

65,000 

TOTAL  FROM  OPERATIONS 

1,400,828 

1,388,017 

Contributions  in  aid  of  construction 

26,560 

12,007 

Customer  advances  for  construction 

32,766 

64,563 

1,460,154 

$1,464,587 

USES  OF  FUNDS 

Net  additions  to  utility  plant 

423,066 

499,029 

Increase  in  depreciation  fund 
Transfer  to  Genral  Funds  of  the  Town  in 

392,030 

413,458 

accordance  with  vote  of  Town  Meeting 

444,768 

516,256 

Reduction  of  long-term  debt 
Increase  in  municipally  sponsored  electric 

30,000 

60,000 

power  facilities  fund 

12,820 

200,000 

Other 

3,253 

2,168 

1,305,937 

1,690,911 

INCREASE  (DECREASE)  IN 

WORKING  CAPITAL 

S 154,217 

($  226,324) 
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CHANGES  IN  COMPONENTS  OF 
WORKING  CAPITAL 
Increase  (decrease)  in  current  assets: 


Fund  accounts 

(S 

795,188)  $ 

271,265 

Accounts  receivable 

927,987  ( 

347,667) 

Materials  and  supplies 

( 

30,578) 

17,332 

Prepaid  expenses 

19,625  ( 

25,978) 

Miscellaneous  current  assets 

( 

6,051) 

14,742 

115,795  ( 

70,306) 

Increase  (decrease)in  current  liabilities: 

Accounts  payable 

Boston  Edison  Company  rebate  to  be 

187,656 

141,804 

refunded 

( 

195,697) 

195,697) 

Consumers’  deposits 

( 

7,016)( 

8,468) 

Current  portion  of  long-term  debt 

( 

30,000)( 

5,000) 

Accrued  interest 

6,635  ( 

520) 

Due  to  Town  of  Reading  in  settlement 
of  personal  property  tax  litgation 

( 

167,495) 

( 

38,422) 

156,018 

INCREASE  (DECREASE)  IN 

WORKING  CAPITAL 

$ 

154,217  ($ 

226,324) 

Certain  amounts  for  1975  have  been  reclassified  to  permit  comparison. 
See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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NOTES  TO  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 


TOWN  OF  READING  - MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 

NOTE  A - SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES 

Accounting:  The  Municipal  Light  Department  of  the  Town  of  Reading 
(the  “Department”)  prepares  its  financial  statements  in  accordance 
with  the  “Uniform  System  of  Accounts  For  Electric  Companies”  as 
prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 

Utility  Plant:  The  electric  utility  plant  is  stated  on  the  basis  of  cost  and 
includes  expenditures  for  major  renewals  and  betterments,  while  re- 
placements, maintenance  and  repairs  which  do  not  improve  or  extend 
the  useful  lives  of  the  respective  assets  are  expensed  currently.  When 
properties  are  retired  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  the  Department 
calculates  or  estimates  the  related  cost  and  accumulated  depreciation 
which  is  removed  from  the  respective  accounts  and  any  profit  or  loss  on 
disposition  is  credited  or  charged  to  earnings  reinvested. 

Depreciation  is  computed  by  the  straight-line  method  at  3%,  in  both 
1976  and  1975,  of  the  cost  of  the  electric  utility  plant  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  land  and  land  rights. 

Revenues:  Revenues  are  based  on  rates  authorized  by  applicable  regu- 
latory agencies  applied  to  customer  consumption  of  utility  services. 
The  Department  does  not  record  the  estimated  unbilled  revenue  at  the 
end  of  its  accounting  period. 

NOTE  B - RATE  HEARINGS 

The  Department  and  other  interested  parties  are  involved  in  several 
hearings  before  the  Federal  Power  Commission  in  connection  with  rate 
increases  initiated  by  Boston  Edison  Company  in  1973,  1974  and  1976. 
The  Department  purchased  all  of  its  electricity  from  Boston  Edison 
Company  in  these  years. 

The  Federal  Power  Commission  approved  each  rate  increase  subject  to 
refund  of  any  portion  of  the  rate  increases  found  to  be  unjustified  or 
unreasonable.  The  rate  increases  have  been  paid  by  the  Department  and, 
accordingly,  there  will  be  no  additional  liability  to  the  Department  upon 
settlement  of  these  hearings.  However,  the  amount  of  refunds,  if  any, 
that  Boston  Edison  Company  would  be  required  to  pay  the  Department 
and  the  level  of  rates  for  purchased  electricity  in  the  future  .are  subject 
to  settlement  of  these  rate  hearings. 
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In  1975,  the  Federal  Power  Commission  reached  a decision  on  the  1970 
rate  case  in  favor  of  the  Department  and  directed  Boston  Edison 
Company  to  refund  approximately  $559,000.  During  1976,  this  decision 
was  upheld  by  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  Department  refunded  to  customers  aproximately 
$196,000  in  1976  and  $363,000  in  1975. 

Boston  Edison  Company  is  currently  appealing  the  Federal  Power 
Commission’s  January  23,  1976  implementation  date  for  its  latest  rate 
increase.  If  the  appeal  is  successful,  the  implementation  date  would 
become  retroactive  to  September  27,  1975,  and  the  Department  would 
be  required  to  pay  Boston  Edison  Company  approximately  $688,000 
more  for  electricity  purchased  during  these  dates.  The  final  outcome  of 
this  appeal  is  not  presently  determinable. 


NOTE  C-LONG-TERM  DEBT 


The  long-term  debt  consists  of  the  following: 


1976  1975 

6%  Bonds  payable  in  annual  amounts 
of  $30,000  through  November  15,  1990 
2.9%  Bonds  payable  on  September  1,  1976 

Current  portion 

$390,000  $420,000 


$420,000 


420,000 

30,000 


$450,000 

30.000 

480,000 

60.000 


The  Department,  for  financial  statement  purposes,  includes  payments 
of  bond  principal  as  an  element  of  operating  expense.  This  has  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  net  income  by  $60,000  and  $65,000  for  the  years 
ended  1976  and  1975,  respectively. 


NOTE  D-UNBILLED  REVENUE 

Revenues  reported  by  the  Department  in  each  year  represent  actual 
billings  rendered  to  customers  in  that  year  using  a cycle-billing  system. 
Revenues  for  electric  service  provided  to  customers  but  not  billed  by  the 
Department  at  the  end  of  the  accounting  period  is  not  accrued  in  the 
financial  statements.  At  December  31,  1976  and  1975,  unbilled  revenues 
were  approximately  $506,000  and  $461,000,  respectively. 
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NOTE  E-EMPLOYEES’  RETIREMENT  TRUST 


The  Department’s  employees  are  covered  under  the  state  retirement 
plan  for  municipal  employees.  Actuarially  determined  contributions  to 
the  Employees’  Retirement  Trust  were  $301,617  in  1976  and  $249,039 
in  1975.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  fund  pension  cost  accrued. 

NOTE  F--MUNICIPALLY-SPONSORED  ELECTRIC  POWER 
FACILITIES 

In  1975,  the  Tovvn  of  Reading  and  other  cities  and  towns  (participants) 
entered  into  agreements  with  the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Power 
Development  Corporation  (MMPDC).  Among  other  things,  the  agree- 
ment authorizes  MMPDC  to  assist  the  cities  and  towns  by  providing 
electric  power  facilities  development  services  in  anticipation  of  obtaining 
tax-exempt  financing  of  the  facilities.  Further,  the  agreement  provides 
that  if  the  project  is  determined  not  to  be  feasible  and  not  moved 
forward  to  construction  that  the  accumulated  costs  incurred  will  be 
paid  by  the  participants.  The  Department’s  potential  maximum  per- 
mitted share  of  such  expenses  is  17.783%  of  the  total,  with  a stipulated 
maximum  liability  of  $444,583.  At  December  31,  1976,  the  Department 
has  funded  $212,820  in  a separate  cash  account  to  cover  its  share  of 
these  potential  expenses. 

Also  in  1975,  the  Town  of  Reading  and  other  cities  and  towns  (partici- 
pants) entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Massachusetts  Municipal 
Wholesale  Electric  Company  (MMWEC)  providing  for  the  joint  owner- 
ship of  entitlements  in  electric  power  generating  facilities.  This  agree- 
ment allows  the  Town  of  Reading  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  bulk 
power  supply  pooling  with  the  other  participants  in  MMWEC.  The 
Department  will  pay  MMWEC  for  the  cost  of  power  delivered  and  has 
agreed  to  absorb  a proportionate  share  of  the  costs  of  operating  MMWEC. 
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Ernst  & Ernst 

200  Clarendon  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 16 
Phone  6 17/266-200 


Trustees  of  the  Town  of  Reading— Municipal  Light  Department 
Employees’  Retirement  Trust 
Reading,  Massachusetts 

We  have  examined  the  statement  of  net  assets  available  for  pensions 
of  the  Town  of  Reading-Municipal  Light  Department  Employees’ 
Retirement  Trust  as  of  December  31,  1976,  and  the  related  statement 
of  changes  in  net  assets  available  for  pensions  for  the  year  then  ended. 
Our  examination  was  made  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
auditing  standards  and,  accordingly,  included  such  tests  of  the  ac- 
counting records  and  such  other  auditing  procedures  as  we  considered 
necessary  in  the  circumstances.  The  financial  statements  of  the  Town 
of  Reading-Municipal  Light  Department  Employees’  Retirement 
Trust  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1975,  were  examined  by  other 
auditors  whose  report  was  dated  February  16,  1976. 

In  our  opinion,  the  financial  statements  for  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1976  referred  to  above  present  fairly  the  financial  position  of  the 
Town  of  Reading-Municipal  Light  Department  Employees’  Retirement 
Trust  as  of  December  31,  1976,  and  the  changes  in  net  assets  available 
for  pensions  for  the  year  then  ended,  in  conformity  with  generally 
accepted  accounting  principles  applied  on  a basis  consistent  with  that 
of  the  preceding  year. 


Boston,  Massachusetts 
February  14,  1977 
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STATEMENT  OF  NET  ASSETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  PENSIONS 


TOWN  OF  READING-MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
Employees’  Retirement  Trust 


December  31 


ASSETS 

Investments  at  amortized  cost: 

Federal  Land  Bank  bonds  (market 
value  $308,300  in  1976  and  $289,920 

1976 

1975 

in  1975) 

Federal  National  Mortgage  Association 
bonds  (market  value  $300,400  in  1976 

$ 300,287 

$ 300,341 

$289,010  in  1975) 

Government  National  Mortgage 
Association  bonds  (market  value 
$85,688  in  1976  and  $92,145  in 

299,979 

297,992 

1975) 

Federal  Intermediate  Credit  Notes 

83,844 

89,624 

(market  value  $105,200  in  1976) 

New  England  Telephone  & Telegraph 
Company  bonds  (market  value 

100,000 

$50,125  in  1976  and  $47,250  in  1975) 

49,803 

49,715 

Savings  certificates  and  savings  account 

480,190 

366,612 

Cash  on  deposit  with  Town  Treasurer 

686 

28,240 

Accrued  interest 

NET  ASSETS  AVAILABLE  FOR 

76,164 

49,207 

PENSIONS 

$1,390,953 

$1,181,731 
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STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  NET  ASSETS  AVAILABLE  FOR 

PENSIONS 


TOWN  OF  READING-  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
Employees’  Retirement  Trust 

Year  Ended  December  31 
1976  1975 

ADDITIONS 

Contributions  from  Town  of  Reading 

Municipal  Light  Department  $ 301,617  $ 249,039 

Investment  income  90,074  70,250 

391,691  319,289 

Less  retirement  benefits  paid  182,469  82,71 1 


NET  ADDITIONS  209,222  236,578 

Net  assets  available  for  pensions  at 
beginning  of  year  1,181,731  945,153 


NET  ASSETS  AVAILABLE  FOR 
PENSIONS  AT  END  OF  YEAR  $1,390,953  1,181,731 
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Report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  submits  its  Annual  Report  for  1976. 

On  April  12,  1976  the  Board  reorganized  with  John  H.  Russell  as 
Chairman  and  Paul  C.  Dustin  as  Secretary  and  Board  Members  appoint- 
ed to  the  various  committees  as  follows: 

School  Building  Committee 
School  Site  Committee 
Recreation  Committee 
Industrial  Committee 
M.B.T.A.  ad  hoc  Committee 
Growth  & Development  Committee 
Transportation  Improvement  - 128 
Dump  Committee 

Northeast  and  128-West  Solid 
Waste  Committees 


Lawrence  R.  Blood 
Lawrence  R.  Blood 
John  W.  Price 
Alexander  T.  Botka 
Paul  C.  Dustin 
John  H.  Russell 
Lawrence  R.  Blood 
Lawrence  R.  Blood  & 
Paul  C.  Dustin 

Alexander  T.  Botka 


Regular  meetings  were  held  on  Monday  Evenings  and  additional 
evenings  as  required.  There  were  a total  of  thirty-five  meetings  for  the 
year. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  has  become  increasingly  aware  of  the 
heavy  tax  burden  to  the  citizens  of  Reading  and  a review  of  the  budget 
for  the  fiscal  year  1977  made  a concerted  effort  to  reduce  spending  to 
result  in  a zero  impact  on  the  tax  levy,  which  resulted  in  cutting  back  on 
services  in  the  following  areas:  sidewalk  construction,  sewer  house 
connections  and  park  construction. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  is  continuing  to  study  the  park  and  play- 
ground needs  of  the  Town.  A hearing  was  held  in  the  late  fall  to  present 
an  inventory  of  the  Town’s  present  park  and  playground  facilities  and  to 
outline  potential  additions  to  the  park  system.  Input  was  solicited  through 
questionnaire  from  town  meeting  members  and  through  the  Reading 
Chronicle  from  the  public.  It  is  hoped  that  in  cooperation  with  the 
Recreation  Committee,  the  Conservation  Committee  and  the  School 
Department  a comprehensive  long  range  town  wide  recreational  plan 
can  be  developed. 
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The  Willow  Street  Interceptor  Sewer  Program  proceeded  smoothly 
through  the  detailed  planning  and  design  phase  during  1976.  Federal 
and  State  funding  of  approximately  90%  of  this  project  appears  certain. 
It  is  anticipated  that  construction  of  the  interceptor  will  begin  during 
the  1977  construction  season.  This  interceptor  will  provide  a second 
connection  to  the  M.D.C.  sewer  system  and  essentially  doubles  the 
capability  of  the  Town’s  sanitary  sewerage  system. 

The  street  sewer  construction  program  proceeded  on  schedule  during 
1976.  It  appears  that  Federal  and  State  funds  will  be  available  to  augment 
this  program  during  1977  and  ensure  completion  of  the  sewer  construction 
program  by  1980. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  increasing  water  demands  of  the  Town 
are  rapidly  approaching  the  capacity  of  the  existing  water  supply  and 
distribution  system,  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  through  a consulting 
engineering  firm,  has  begun  a comprehensive  study  of  the  water  system 
aimed  at  identifying  the  projected  needs  in  the  mid  1980’s  and  the 
system  improvements  necessary  to  meet  these  needs.  All  aspects  of 
supply,  treatment,  storage  and  distribution  are  being  studied.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  final  report  of  this  study  will  be  completed  by 
December  1977. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  is  continuing  to  review  the  needs  and 
requirements  of  the  Town  in  disposing  of  the  solid  waste.  Mr.  Botka  has 
been  attending  meetings  of  the  Northeast  Solid  Waste  and  128  West 
District,  keeping  the  Town  apprised  of  the  latest  developments  in  this 
area.  A study  of  the  present  sanitary  landfill  indicates  that  a portion 
of  the  Quannapowitt  drainage  system  that  traverses  the  site  must  be  relo- 
cated to  the  north  and  east  so  the  life  of  the  dump  can  be  expanded  from 
about  2 - 4 years  to  about  another  10  years  which  will  bring  the  life  of 
the  sanitary  land  fill  site  to  1990.  Solid  waste  disposal  methods  are  under 
constant  review  by  the  Board  but  no  economically  feasible  alternate 
solution  has  been  found  to  date. 

The  Master  Drainage  Study,  begun  in  1975,  is  nearing  completion  and 
it  is  anticipated  the  final  report  will  be  presented  to  the  Board  in  1977. 

During  1976  the  Board  of  Public  Works  met  with  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and  other  Town  Boards  on  several  occasions  to  discuss  mutual 
problems  of  labor  negotiations,  centralized  maintenance  of  Town  equip- 
ment, centralized  control  of  the  maintenance  of  public  lands,  parks 
and  playgrounds  and  conservation  and  drainage  policy. 

The  Board  wishes  to  extend  its  thanks  to  the  Town  Boards,  Commit- 
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tees,  Department  employees  and  the  general  public  for  their  cooperation 
and  assistance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  RUSSELL,  Chairman 
PAUL  C.  DUSTIN,  Secretary 
LAWRENCE  R.  BLOOD 
JOHN  W.  PRICE 
ALEXANDER  T.  BOTKA 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
Gentlemen: 

As  required  by  Section  4,  Chapter  118,  of  the  Acts  authorizing  the 
Town  of  Reading  to  establish  a Board  of  Public  Works,  I respectfully 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  fifty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  and  a short  resume  of  the  work  performed 
during  the  year  1976  with  recommendations  for  the  future. 

GENERAL 

Residential  construction  continued  at  a light  pace.  The  Board  continues 
to  receive  requests  for  various  services.  Programs  have  been  established 
within  the  various  divisions  of  the  Department  and  steady  progress  is 
being  made  in  many  ways.  Some  work  has  been  let  out  to  contract, 
such  as  Sewer  Main  Construction,  but  most  of  the  work  is  being  done  by 
Department  personnel. 

BOARD  OF  SURVEY 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  are  ex-officio  members 
of  the  Board  of  Survey.  Acting  as  the  Board  of  Survey  several  hearings 
were  held  for  the  consideration  of  individual  street  layouts  and  for  develop- 
ments including  several  streets.  Conferences  were  held  with  developers, 
contractors  and  affected  property  owners. 

Estimates  were  prepared  and  performance  bonds  secured  for  proper 
construction.  All  construction  work  by  developers  is  supervised  closely 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  employees.  The  following  subdivisions 
were  under  construction  during  1976: 


304 


“Bainbridge  Road” 
‘‘Pasture  Road” 


“Lisa  Lane” 

“Hopkins  Farm” 

ENGINEERING  DIVISION 

The  Engineering  Division  is  essential  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  for  overall  planning,  both  short  range  and  long  range,  and  is 
doing  an  excellent  job  of  providing  the  necessary  engineering  for  all  the 
Department’s  work  as  well  as  assisting  other  Boards  and  Committees 
with  engineering  problems.  Only  a few  items  require  the  assistance  of 
consulting  engineering  services  such  as  large  interceptor  sewers  and 
specialized  studies. 


WATER  DIVISION 

Residential  construction  remained  at  a light  level.  A total  of  4,61 1 
lineal  feet  of  water  main  was  installed.  A total  of  79  new  water  services 
were  installed  and  43  old  services  were  replaced. 

Pumping  Stations  and  Filter  Plant 

Total  rainfall  in  1976  was  close  to  normal. 

A total  of  1,027,967,800  gallons  of  water  was  delivered  to  the  distribu- 
tion system  in  1976. 

The  highest  single  day’s  consumption  was  4,  965,000  gallons  on  June 
24,  1976.  The  highest  seven  days’  consumption  for  the  period  June  19, 
1976  through  June  25,  1976  was  31 ,379,600. 

WELL  FIELDS 

The  tubular  wells  were  cleaned,  inspected  and  repaired  in  the  early 
summer  months. 

Two  gravel  packed  wells  were  cleaned  and  repaired  as  required. 

STANDPIPE 

The  old  standpipe  on  Auburn  Street  was  cleaned  and  painted  by 
contractor. 


Statistics  for  the  Year  Ended 
December  31,  1976 

Population  - Town  of  Reading  Census  of  1976  - 24,  145. 
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Date  of  construction  of  Pumping  Stations  - 1931,  1942,  1948,  1959, 
1960,  1962,  1965, 1966, 1974. 

Sources  of  supply:  Tubular  (Driven)  Wells  and  Gravel  Walled  Wells. 


306 


TABLE  SHOWING  MONTHLY  AMOUNTS  OF  RAIN 
100  Acres 
1976 
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COMBINED  WATER  PUMPAGE  1976 
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COMPARATIVE  TOTAL  PUMPAGE  OF  WATER  FOR  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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HIGHWAY  DIVISION 


Street  Betterments 

Five  streets  were  accepted  as  public  ways.  The  streets  were:  Twin  Oaks 
Road,  Johanna  Drive,  Arrow  Circle,  Randall  Road  and  Norman  Road. 

Sidewalk  Construction  and  Maintenance 

A new  sidewalk  was  constructed  on  Grove  Street  from  Lowell  to 
Forest  Street. 

Storm  Water  Drains 

This  item  continues  to  be  a source  of  constant  request  for  facilities.  A 
program  has  been  developed  which  includes  those  projects  which  it  is 
felt  will  be  of  most  value  to  the  Town  and  the  Abutters.  Under  a steady 
annual  appropriation  many  problem  areas  have  been  eliminated.  Drains 
were  constructed  on  the  following  streets:  Birch  Meadow  Drive,  Forest 
Street,  Grove  Street,  Hopkins  Street  and  Wakefield  Street  and  Lawrence 
Road. 


Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains 

All  catch  basins  were  cleaned  with  a mechanical  cleaning  machine. 
Culverts  and  ditches  were  cleaned  as  required  to  prevent  flooding. 

Snow  and  Ice 

Several  plowable  snow  storms  occurred;  also,  several  that  required 
sanding  only.  Additional  equipment  was  hired  and  extra  personnel 
employed  as  required.  Every  reasonable  effort  was  made  to  plow  and 
remove  snow  and  return  the  Town  to  normal  condition  in  each  instance. 

Park  and  Playground 
Division 

Extensive  maintenance  was  accomplished  on  all  areas;  debris  was 
removed,  beds  and  walks  edged,  fertilizer  applied,  grass  cut,  loam  and 
seed  spread,  play  equipment  repaired,  bleachers  repaired,  fences  repaired, 
brush  cut  and  removed,  ball  fields  maintained,  tennis  courts  maintained 
plus  many  other  related  items  of  work. 

Men  and  equipment  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Recreation 
Committee  and  work  done  which  would  allow  their  program  to  be 
carried  out  efficiently. 
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During  1976  the  Department  employed  four  additional  people  during 
the  summer  months  funded  by  Federal  Funds  to  assist  the  Department 
in  combating  the  ever  increasing  vandalism  in  this  area. 

Work  began  at  the  skating  area  at  Birch  Meadow  to  convert  this 
area  into  a multi  purpose  area,  suitable  for  a practice  field  and  winter 
skating.  It  is  hoped  that  this  work  can  be  completed  by  the  Fall  of  1977. 

Sewer  Division 

Sewer  Construction,  generally  speaking,  followed  the  program  as 
printed  in  the  Annual  Report.  Some  changes  in  programming  were 
necessary. 

Sewers  were  installed  in  several  streets,  with  the  work  being  done  by 
contract. 

Sewer  house  connections  were  installed  in  56  houses  by  Town  forces. 
The  Licensed  Drain  Layers  installed  97  house  connections. 

Maintenance  of  main  sanitary  sewers  was  accomplished,  using  a 
power  operated  cleaning  machine. 

The  sewer  pumping  stations  at  Kieran  Road,  Charles  Street,  Batchelder 
Road  and  Willow  Street  operated  efficiently  with  no  major  problem. 

The  sewer  pump  station  at  Sturges  Park  had  a major  breakdown  and 
it  became  necessary  to  use  auxiliary  pumps  and  by  pass  the  sewer  station 
while  repairs  were  being  made. 

Sanitation  Division 

During  1976  this  Division  was  developed  into  an  effective  Department 
and  the  Collection  of  rubbish  and  garbage  worked  well. 

The  sanitary  landfill  is  now  operating  in  accordance  with  the  State 
Health  Department’s  requirements  and  the  proposed  plan  of  operation 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  landfill  has  received  the  Health  Department’s 
approval. 

The  Municipal  Incinerator  was  able  to  burn  all  the  Town’s  trash 
but  experienced  many  difficulties  and  breakdowns  and  continues  to 
be  a high  maintenance  item. 

The  recycling  of  paper,  glass  and  cans  continues  to  operate  with 
approximately  ten  percent  of  the  citizens  involved  in  the  program. 
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These  items  are  being  removed  from  the  incinerator  and  landfill  operation 
and  are  a definite  plus  to  the  Department.  The  operation  is  more  than 
paying  for  itself.  Further  education  and  involvement  by  the  citizens  is 
definitely  needed  in  this  area. 

SEWER  CONSTRUCTION  PROGRAM 

1977-  1979 

1977 

Street  Section  Length 

Haverhill  St.  Timberneck  to  Camp  Curtis  3400 

Pitman  Drive  All  700 

Timberneck  Dr.  Tamarack  to  Haverhill  550 

Wakefield  St.  Tamarack  to  Haverhill  350 

Line  Rd.  Interceptor  Line  Rd.  to  Trunk  Sewer  585 

Brentwood  Dr.  All  300 

Reading  Terrace  All  350 

Barbara  Lane  All  450 

Colonial  Dr.  Dana  to  Brewer  500 

Lucy  Dr.  All  520 

Maple  Ridge  Road  Ash  Hill  to  Pine  Ridge  400 

8105 

Ejector  Station  and  Force  Main 

1978 

Lakeview  Ave.  Beech  to  Eaton  240 

Eaton  St.  Lakeview  to  High  Point  280 

Emerson  St.  All  900 

Dividence  Rd  All  1200 

Dean  Rd.  All  500 

Brewer  Lane  All  500 

Small  Lane  All  300 

Interceptor  Brewer  to  Small  1000 

Fox  Run  Lane  All  500 

West  St.  County  to  Border  1200 

Border  Rd.  All  1650 

Breton  Circle  All  200 

Whitehall  Lane  South  to  High  Point  250 

South  St.  West  to  Whitehall  250 

Macintosh  Road  All  160 

North  Street  All  150 

9280 

Pumping  Station,  Ejector  Station  and  Force  Main 
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1979 


Bay  State  Road 

SMH  to  Cul  de  Sac 

200 

Mill  St. 

All 

1600 

Short  St. 

All 

200 

Interceptor 

Collins  to  Sanborn 

750 

Longwood  Road 

All 

500 

Kelch  Road 

All 

300 

LaFayette  Road 

All 

1500 

Bunker  Avenue 

All 

250 

Beacon  St. 

Auburn  to  Elm 

400 

Elm  St. 

Beacon  to  Chestnut 

300 

John  Street  Court 

All 

300 

F Street 

West  side  of  Libby 

400 

D Street 

All 

400 

C Street 

East  side  of  Libby 

300 

B Street 

East  side  of  Libby 

400 

Brande  Court 

All 

200 

Sanborn  Lane 

All  (Possible  sub-division) 

___ 

2600 

8000 

Ejector  Station  and  Force  Maine 


GENERAL  RESUME  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

During  1976  the  sewer  main  construction  program  continued  in 
accordance  with  the  planned  program  with  the  Town  Engineering 
Division  handling  the  design  and  supervision  of  construction. 

The  extension  of  the  sewer  system  is  progressing  well  and  in  1976 
approximately  2.93  miles  of  sewers  were  installed  by  the  Town’s  contractor 
bringing  the  total  miles  of  sewers  installed  to  76.25  miles. 

During  1976  the  Town  received  approval  for  the  funding  of  the 
interceptor  sewer  from  the  Willow  Street  Pumping  Station  along  the 
Aberjona  River  to  the  M.D.C.  Pumping  Station  located  in  Woburn  and 
most  of  the  main  streets  in  the  Willow  Street  Pumping  District.  It 
now  appears  construction  of  this  project  will  get  underway  in  the  Spring 
of  1977  and  it  is  anticipated  the  construction  period  will  take  approxi- 
mately a year. 

The  Master  Drainage  Plan  begun  in  1975  is  nearing  completion 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  final  report  will  be  presented  to  the  Board 
during  the  Spring  of  1977.  This  plan  will  become  an  effective  tool  for  the 
department  to  correct  deficiencies  in  the  storm  water  drainage  system 
and  to  develop  a systematic  maintenance  program. 
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A review  of  the  Town’s  park  and  playground  facilities  has  indicated 
a definite  need  to  develop  a long  range  recreation  and  athletic  facility 
program  taking  into  consideration  both  the  needs  of  the  Recreation 
Committee  and  the  School  Department’s  ever  expanding  athletic  program. 

A study  of  the  existing  Town  parks  and  playground  facilities  has 
begun  with  the  participation  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Recreation 
Committee,  School  Department  and  the  Conservation  Commission  and 
considerable  work  needs  to  be  done  to  develop  a good  plan  to  meet  the 
needs  of  all  concerned. 

The  Department’s  Engineering  Division  has  worked  with  the  Dump 
Study  Committee  to  develop  a plan  for  expansion  of  the  John  Street 
Sanitary  Landfill  area  to  meet  the  Town’s  needs  through  1990  and  to 
make  the  site  available  for  future  commerical  use  at  that  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  ROGER  LOUANIS 
Superintendent 
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Report  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors 


January  1,  1976 


Land 

S 67,907,260.00 

Buildings 

206,559,125.00 

Personal  Property 

4,726,995.00 

Total  $279,193,380.00 

AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED 

Appropriated  for  Town  Purposes 

$ 16,460,322.48 

To  be  paid  for  State  & County  Taxes 

1,100,672.38 

Overlay 

383,364.61 

Total  $ 17,944,359.47 

INCOME 

Estimated  Receipts  - Cherry  Sheet 

$2,591,997.71 

Estimated  Receipts  - Local 

2,559,587.00 

Over  Estimates  in  1976  Cherry  Sheet 

72,667.69 

Available  Funds 

1 ,440,694.52 

Total  $ 6,664,946.92 

Net  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation 

$11,279,412.55 

Amount  to  be  raised  - $1 1 ,279,412.55 

$40.40  per  thousand 

Valuation  279, 193,380.00 

valuation 

Actual  Commitments  for  1976 

1976  Real  Estate 

$11,088,441.95 

1976  Personal  Property 

190,431.26 

1976  Farm  Animal  Excise 

539.34 

1974  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

302.74 

1975  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

31,370.60 

1976  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

835,829.25 

Sewer  Frontage 

60,088.10 

Sewer  House  Connection 

56,311.39 

Highway 

8,255.75 

Sidewalk  & Curbing 

2,782.47 

Water  Mains 

315.08 

Water  Charges 

64,385.59 

$12,339,053.52 
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Following  is  the  list  of  Real  Estate  Tax  Abatements  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Assessors  in  the  year  1976,  in  compliance  with  Article  XIII, 
Section  5 of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

1973  Valuations 


Pastan,  Harvey  L.  Tr. 
293-295  Main  Street 

$510.00 

The  Winter  Development  Corp. 
352-354  Main  Street 

$510.00 

1974  Valuations 

Pastan,  Harvey  L.  Tr. 

293-295  Main  Street 

$375.00 

The  Winter  Development  Corp. 

352-354  Main  Street 

1975  Valuations 

$300.00 

Pastan,  Harvey  L.  Tr. 
293-295  Main  Street 

$750.00 

The  Winter  Development  Corp. 

352-354  Main  Street 

1976  Valuations 

$600.00 

Cheney,  Thomas  E.  & Davis,  Joseph  A. 
75-85  Haven  Street 

$345.00 

Pastan,  Harvey  L.  Tr. 
293-295  Main  Street 

$1,150.00 

The  Winter  Development  Corp. 

352-354  Main  Street 

1977  Valuations 

$1,035.00 

Bouman  Mark  H. 
25  Holly  Road 

$ 12.12 

Brigida,  Gaetano  R.  & Ann  C. 
22  Kensington  Avenue 

101.00 
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Clinard,  Stephen  A. 
124-126  Salem  Street 

8.08 

Cronin,  John  J.  & Anne  T. 
87  Washington  Street 

40.40 

Crosby,  John  K.  & Barbara 
55  Curtis  Street 

121.20 

Crowley,  Robert  T.  & Eleanor  T. 
18  Cross  Street 

60.60 

Cunningham,  James  G. 
16  Canterbury  Drive 

73.73 

DeVellis,  Gennaro  F. 
207  Grove  Street 

40.40 

DeVito,  Anthony  S.  & Rose  R. 
350  Franklin  St 

40.40 

Foster,  Emma  A. 
49  Grand  Street 

84.84 

Galluzzo,  Joseph  P.  & Eleanor 
108  Oak  Street 

436.32 

Guttadauro,  Emilio  A.  & Rosita 
1369  Main  Street 

28.28 

High,  Mary  B. 

59  Berkeley  Street 

80.80 

Hodson,  Sydney  M.  Jr. 
Salem  Street 

80.80 

Horan,  William  Leo  & Mildred 
39  Mark  Avenue 

32.32 

Howard,  Donn  J r. 
84  Cross  Street 

$187.86 

Kazlauskas,  Eleanor  A.  & Stanley  J. 
53  Tamarack  Road 

40.40 

Messina,  Domenic  J.  & H.  Lea 
1 1 Dean  Road 

80.80 
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McFarland,  Linda 
2 Maple  Street 


80.80 


Miller,  Viola  A.  & Lewis,  Sylvia  C. 
484  Main  Street 

121.20 

Moyniham,  James  E.  Jr.  & Eileen  K. 
89  Red  Gate  Lane 

445.41 

Murphy,  John  J.  Ill 
1 149  Main  Street 

12.12 

Murphy,  Joseph 
848  Main  Street 

32.32 

Newman,  Edward  & Helen 
22  Nelson  Avenue 

141.40 

Newton,  James  A.  & Audrey 
173  Salem  Street 

40.40 

Ricupero,  Richard  Tr. 
182  Van  Norden  Road 

40.40 

Sarmanian,  Victoria 
73  Timberneck  Drive 

202.00 

Sawyer,  Lily  M. 

167  Lowell  Street 

68.68 

Sellars,  Ralph  E.  & Olive  L. 
Vale  Road  - Plat  83  Lot  62 

40.40 

Sheehan,  Alban  G.  & Mary  C. 
22  Batchelder  Road 

60.60 

Smith,  Charles  L.  & Frances 
103  Libby  Avenue 

80.80 

Smith,  William  L.  Jr. 
51  Mill  Street 

80.80 

Squibb,  Irwin  M.  & Doris 
Squibb,  Donald  M.  & Elsie  M. 
400  Main  Street 

614.08 

318 

i 


Steber,  Douglas  R.  & Nancy  L. 

151-153  Lowell  Street  242.40 

Strassel,  Raymond  J.  & Ruth  E. 

51  Edgemont  Avenue  72.72 

Stratton,  Eleanor  C. 

421  Summer  Avenue  18.18 

Sulis,  Assunta 

54  Franklin  Street  537.32 

Sullivan,  Margaret  G. 

46  Pleasant  Street  141.40 

Thys,  William  R. 

1 1 Fox  Run  Lane  80.80 

Veneri,  Mary  M.  & Richard  A. 

25  Bond  Street  40.40 

Wall,  Robert  A.  & Karen  W. 

386  Lowell  Street  40.40 

Williams,  John  G.  & Dorothy 

59  Prospect  Street  24.24 
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Report  of  the 
Town  Treasurer 


GENERAL  CASH  ACCOUNT 

Balance  January  1,  1976 

Receipts 

Total 

Disbursed 

Balance  December  31,  1976 


REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 

Balance  January  l,  1976 
Federal  Grants  1976 
Interest  Earned  1976 
Total 

Disbursed  1976 
Balance  December  31,  1976 


U.S.  HUD  ACCOUNT 

Balance  January  1,  1976 

Receipts 

Total 

Disbursed 

Balance  December  31,  1976 


ANTI  RECESSION  PROGRAM 

Balance  January  1,  1976 

Receipts 

Total 

Disbursed 

Balance  December  31,  1976 


3,833,518.58 

139,025,006.86 

142,858,525.44 

142,596,480.96 

262,044.48 


172,473.20 

372,798.00 

12,569.64 

557,840.84 

236,044.48 

321,796.36 


.00 

100,520.02 

100,520.02 

98,136.32 

2,383.70 


.00 

37,563.00 

37,563.00 

,00 

37,563.00 
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TRUST  FUND  ACCOUNTS 

Balance  Balance 

Jan.  1, 1976  Receipts  Disbursements  Dec.  31, 1976 

Parker  Hospital  512,227.39  36,382.97  8,554.13  540,056.23 
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STABILIZATION  FUND 


Balance  January  1,  1976 

285.09 

Interest  Income 

14.91 

Total 

300.00 

Disbursed 

.00 

Balance  December  31,  1976 

300.00 

LOANS  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  SERIAL  ISSUES 

Balance  January  1,  1976 
Borrowed  in  1976  200,000. 

Total  200,000. 

Paid  in  1976  . 

Balance  December  3 1 , 1976  200,000. 


LOANS  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE 

Balance  January  1,  1976 
Borrowed  in  1976 
Total 

Paid  in  1976 

Balance  December  31,  1976 


LOANS  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF 
STATE  & COUNTY  HIGHWAY  REIMBURSEMENTS 

Balance  January  1,  1976 
Borrowed  in  1976 
Total 

Paid  in  1976 

Balance  December  31,  1976 
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8 818  818  88888  88888 


Report  of  the 
Collector  of  Taxes 

Twelve  Months  Ending  December  31,  1976 


1977  Real  Estate 


Committed  September  29,  1976 
Refunds 

Interest  & Costs  collected 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Titles 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$ 11,280,580.33 
32,357.98 
1,554.05 

$ 5,474,876.92 
163,443.16 
35,423.88 
5,640,748.40 

$11,314,492.36 

$ 11,314,492.36 

Balance  December  31,  1975 
Refunds 

Interest  & Costs  collected 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Titles 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

1976  Real  Estate 

$5,260,755.43 

6,031.52 

9,516.15 

$5,150,896.67 

31,735.69 

19,055.94 

74,614.80 

$5,276,303.10 

$ 5,276,303.10 

1975  Real  Estate 

Balance  December  31,  1975 
Refunds 

Interest  & Costs  collected 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Titles 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$115,744.79 

1,350.00 

6,039.93 

56,162.26 

2,294.98 

60,328.89 

4,348.59 

$123,134.72 

$123,134.72 

1974  Real  Estate 

Balance  December  3 1 , 1975 
Refunds 

Interest  & Costs  collected 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Titles 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$22,337.05 

678.12 

2,052.87 

$ 12,008.63 
678.12 
12,381.29 

$25,068.04 

$ 25,068.Q4 
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1973  Real  Estate 


Balance  December  31,  1975 
Refunds 

Interest  & Costs  collected 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Titles 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$3,065.24 

510.00 

161.33 

791.77 

510.00 

2,434.80 

$3,736.57 

$ 3,736.57 

» 

1976  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Committed  1976 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$768,272.65 

69,298.34 

$ 90,012.15 
623,386.48 
124,172.36 

$837,570.99 

$837,570.99 

1975  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Uncollected  December  31,  1975 

Committed  1976 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  3 1 , 1976 

139,178.99 

37,107.78 

11,733.47 

18,295.55 

118,025.40 

51,699.29 

$188,020.24 

$188,020.24 

1974  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Uncollected  December  31,  1975 

Committed  1976 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$104,801.37 

302.74 

240.27 

673.79 

9,684.90 

94,985.69 

$105,344.38 

$105,344.38 

1973  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Uncollected  December31,  1975 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$ 9,974.03 
119.54 

355.58 

2,451.35 

7,286.64 

$10,093.57 

$10,093.57 
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1972  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 


Uncollected  December  31,  1975 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$19,671.08 

127.05 

19,435.98 

362.15 

$19,798.13 

$ 19,798.13 

Water  Use&  Misc. 

Balance  December  31,  1975 

Committed  1976 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$ 70,389.74 

596,547.80 
820.43 

$ 2,321.80 

206,113.49 
459,322.68 

$667,757.97 

$667,757.97 

Sewer  Rental 

Balance  December  3 1 , 1975 

Committed  1976 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

3,636.29 

174,460.10 

791.22 

257.10 

163,817.38 

14,813.13 

178,887.61 

$178,887.61 

1977  Personal  Property 

Committed  September  20,  1976 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$190,431.26 

3,592.57 

$ 7,564.90 
93,994.14 
92,465.79 

$194,024.83 

$194,024.83 

1976  Personal  Property 

Balance  December  31,  1975 

Refunds 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$122,221.03 

109,  802.81 
2,418.22 

$112,221.03 

$112,221.03 

1975  Personal  Property 

Balance  December  31,  1975 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$2,092.57 

16.74 

2,075.83 

2,092.57 
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$2,092.57 


Personal  Property 
1970-71  -72-73  -74 


Balance  December  31,  1975 
Paid  to  Treasurer 
Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

4,412.28 

4,412.28 

$4,412.28 

$ 

4,412.28 

1976  Farm  Animal  Excise 

Committed  September  20,  1976 

Abatements 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

$539.34 

472.59 

66.75 

$539.34 

$ 

539.34 

Unapportioned  Betterments 

Committed  1976 

Abatements 

Refunds 

Paid  to  Treasurer 
Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

$124,537.47 

$ 

1,215.20 

39,216.95 

84,105.32 

$124,537.47 

$124,537.47 

Advance  Payment  Betterments 


Committed  1976 
Paid  to  Treasurer 

$28,060.74 

28,060.74 

$28,060.74 

$ 28,060.74 

Municipal  Lien  Certificates 

Certificates 
Paid  to  Treasurer 

$3,772.13 

3,772.13 

$3,772.13 

$ 3,772.13 

Departmental  Accounts 
(Public  Works  - Veterans  - Forestry) 
Balance  December  31,  1975  $12,734.24 

Committed  59,400.66 

Paid  to  Treasurer 
Uncollected  December  31,  1976 

57,432.69 

14,702.21 

$72,134.90 

$ 72,134.90 

C.  DEWEY  SMITH 
Collector  of  Taxes 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


In  accordance  with  Section  61,  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws, 
submitted  herewith  is  the  financial  report  of  the  Accounting  Department 
for  the  financial  year  of  July  1 , 1975  - June  30,  1976. 

All  invoices  and  payrolls  submitted  for  payment  were  processed  on 
eighty-four  (84)  Treasury  Warrants  which  amounted  to  $167,370,236.93 
for  which  the  Treasury  Department  issued  fifty  one  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty  four  (51,1 24)  checks. 

The  total  receipts  reported  by  the  Town  Treasurer,  during  the  financial 
year  were  $167,285,270.48.  The  cash  balance  on  hand  June  30,  1976  was 
$3,246,196.62,  plus  invested  cash  of  $975,729.46  for  a total  of  $4,221, 
926.08  and  is  a decrease  of  $47,194.52  from  the  balance  on  hand  June 
30,  1975. 

Monthly  notices  of  appropriation  condition  were  forwarded  to  all 
town  officers,  committees  and  boards  charged  with  the  expenditures 
of  town  funds.  At  the  time  of  this  report,  there  are  no  known  unpaid 
bills  of  previous  years. 

The  unexpended  appropriations,  exclusive  of  Water,  returned  to  the 
Revenue  Account  amounted  to  $276,789.15  an  increase  of  $122,246.82 
over  June  30,  1975. 

As  required  by  law,  under  Section  54A,  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws, 
notice  was  given  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  the  total  receipts  for  the 
calendar  year  of  1975,  excluding  taxes,  loans,  trust  funds,  federal 
and  state  grants  and  revolving  funds,  and  the  source  of  such  receipts 
was  specified.  The  actual  collection  in  this  group  of  receipts  was  160, 
352.69  higher  than  the  estimate  used  in  determining  the  1975/1976 
tax  rate. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  the  following  schedules: 

A General  Cash  Account 

B Schedule  of  Receipts. 

C Balance  Sheet  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  town. 

D Special  Assessments  Revenue  Not  Due. 

E Statement  of  Funded  Debt. 

F Town  Debt  Accounts. 
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G Trust  and  Investment  Accounts. 

H Summary  of  Appropriations  and  Expenditures. 

I Various  Balance  Sheets  Reflecting  Federal  Funds. 

RICHARD  E.  GOULD 
Town  Accountant 
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SCHEDULE  A 


GENERAL  CASH  ACCOUNT  1975/1976 


Balance  July  1,  1975 


3,331,163.07 


Receipts: 

July  1975 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January  1976 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


12,828,463.06 

10,883,125.99 

10,394,304.79 

10,396,604.97 

22,259,063.54 

23,634,622.77 

14,147,744.20 

9,546,884.10 

7,924,274.09 

7,745,225.05 

18,680,864.05 

18,844,093.87 


Total  Cash  for  Financial  Year 


170,616,433.55 


Less  Disbursements: 
July  1975 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January  1976 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

Balance  June  30,  1976 


12.570.016.35 

14.201.448.38 
8,791,037.58 

11,380,336.11 

21,699,153.41 

18,001,837.77 

19.081.867.36 
8,810,237.56 

7.613.086.23 

7.985.839.23 

18.421.552.39 
18,813,824,55 


167,370,236.93 

3,246,196.62 
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REVENUE  REPORT  - JUNE  30,  1976 
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State  Chap  7 1 B Spec  Education  53,062.60  .00  53,062.60 

State  Chap.  70  School  Aid  1,572,658.26  1,474,242.89  98,415.37 

State  Chap.  29,2D  Lottery  103,801.48  126,140.2J  22,338.73- 
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Federal:  Low  Income  Families  .00  21,145.00  21,145.00- 

Federal:  Occup.  Compentance  .00  . 00  .00 

Federal:  Teachers  Title  I .00  .00  .00 

Federal:  Drug  Abuse  .00  .00  .00 

Federal:  Social  Discovery  .00  .00  .00 


Federal  School  Special  Needs  .00  .00  .00 

Federal  Esea  Title  1 .00  21,282.00  21,282.00- 

Federal  Reading  In  Reading  .00  .00  .00 

Fed.  School  Library  Title  II PL91-230  .00  19,502.50  19,502.50- 

Fed.  Psycho  Educ.  Serv.  PL93-380  .00  24,050.00  24,050.00- 
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School  Const.  Coolidge  Jr.  High  23,361.22  23,361.22 

School  Const.  Alice  Barrows  13,812.88  13,812.88 


School  Const.  Birch  Meadow  16,051.14  16,051.14  .00 

School  Const.  J.  Warren  Killam  33,080.00  33,080.00  .00 

School  Transportation  29,108.90  29,778.92  670.02- 

Educ.  Deaf  & Blind  Pupils  7,302.38  7,469.00  166.62- 

Regional  District  Aid  87,089.29  1 10,408.00  23,318.71- 
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Sewer  House  Conn.  Added  to  Taxes  1975  33,500.00  39,673.76  6,173.76- 

Sewer  House  Conn.  Added  to  Taxes  1974  .00  .00  .00 

Sewer  House  Conn.  Added  to  Taxes  1972  .00  .00  .00 

Sewer  House  Conn.  Added  to  Taxes  197 1 .00  .00  .00 

Sewer  House  Conn.  Added  to  Taxes  1970  .00  00  .00 


Sewer  House  Conn.  Added  to  Taxes  1969  .00  .00  .00 

Sewer  House  Conn.  Paid  in  Advnace  2,700.00  10,381.43  7,681.43- 

Unapportioned:  Sidewalk  .00  1,492.97  1,492.97- 

Sidewalk:  Added  to  Taxes  1975  1,500.00  2,435.77  935.77- 
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Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Prior  Years  .00  3,346.89  3,346.89- 

Farm  Animal  Excise  1976  55.00  55.00  .00 

Farm  Animal  Excise  1975  .00  .00  .00 

Farm  Animal  Excise  1974  .00  . 00  .00 

Farm  Animal  Excise  Prior  Years  .00  .00  .00 
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H&S:  Inspector  Milk  & Food  300.00  374.00  74.00- 

H & S Rabies  Clinic  .00  486.00  486. 00- 


H & S:  Recycling  1,400.00  3,235.91  1,835.91- 

H & S:  Town  Dump  Fees  2,000.00  1,585.20  414.80 

H & S:  Sewer  Pumping  Permits  70.00  225.00  155.00 

H & S:  Drain  Layer  Fees  3,700.00  3,250.00  450.00 
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Parker  Hospital  Trust  .00  52,462.38  52,462.38- 

Grouard  Hospital  Trust  .00  30,982.78  30,982.78- 

Appleton  Library  Trust  .00  159.38  159.38 

Appleton-Mansfield  Library  Trust  .00  6,215.53  6,215.53- 
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Payroll  Ded.:  Federal  Tax  .00  1 ,522,747.07  1 ,522,747.07- 

Payroll  Ded.:  State  Tax  .00  458,503.84  458,503.84- 

Payroll  Ded.:  BC/BS  .00  267,043.68  267,043.68- 

Payroll  Ded.:  Life  Insurance  .00  21,455.63  21,455.63- 

Payroll  Ded.:  Teachers  Retirement  .00  261,353.34  261,353.34- 
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Payroll  Clearing  Account  .00  861,452.27  861,452.27- 

Other  Clearing  Account  .00  68,722.40  68,722.40- 

MLD  Clearing  Account  .00  275,076.34  275,076.34- 

Trust  Funds  Invested  .00  106,907.09  106,907.09- 
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SCHEDULE C 


TOWN  OE  READING 
Balance  Sheet  - June  30,  1976 
ASSETS 


Cash: 

General  3,246,196.62 

Cash  Investments  975,729.46 

Town  Treasurer  Cash  Discrepancy 


Petty  Cash  Advances: 
Collector 
Library 

Light  Department 

Police 

Schools 

Selectmen 

Water 

Council  for  Aging 
Treasurer 

Account  Receivable: 

Taxes: 

Levy  of  1976 
Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1975 
Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1973-74 
Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1972 
Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1971 
Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1970 
Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1969 
Real  Estate 

Levy  of  1968  Real  Estate 


100.00 

15.00 

500.00 

20.00 

384.00 
50.00 

100.00 
50.00 

500.00 

3,452.84 

225,462.81 

228,915.65 

2,146.86 

64,211.36 

66,358.22 

2,748.04 

15,208.69 

17,956.73 

586.32 

1,108.77 

1,695.09 

442.98 

526.12 

969.10 

556.60 

978.43 

1,535.03 

604.56 

481.41 

4,221,926.08 

2,866.11 


1,719.00 
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319,082.78 


Levy  of  1967  Real  Estate 
Levy  ot'  1966  Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1965  Real  Estate 

Farm  Animal  Excise: 

Levy  of  1973 
Levy  of  1972 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise: 

Levy  of  1976 
Levy  of  1975 
Levy  of  1974 
Levy  of  1973 
Levy  of  1972 
Levy  of  1971 
Levy  of  1970 

Special  Assessments: 

Sewer: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Sewer  House  Connections: 
Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Sidewalk: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Street: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1971 
Water: 

Added  to  Taxes  1975 


186.16 

186.81 

194.02 

33.00 

18.68 


242,157.83 

49,572.61 

37,112.19 

23,962.25 

19,477.49 

21.82 

62.70 


90,932.16 

384.20 

2,152.02 

706.88 

-269.46 

20.70 

26.25 

17.12  93,969.87 

85,391.66 

-460.33 

700.42 

252.93 

73.74  85,958.42 

548.51 

-113.65 

68.93 

-45.78 

10.63  468.64 

2,008.14 

371.85 

469.68 

-16.05 

63.46 

28.14  2,925.22 

24.09 


51.68 


372,366.89 
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Added  to  Taxes  1974 

69.60 

Added  to  Taxes  1973 

21.85 

115.54 

Committed  Interest: 

Added  to  Taxes  1975 

-129.85 

Added  to  Taxes  1974 

705.83 

Added  to  Taxes  1973 

218.41 

Added  to  Taxes  1972 

-58.12 

Added  to  Taxes  1971 

20.26 

Added  to  Taxes  1970 

5.52 

Added  to  Taxes  1968 

5.48 

767.53 

Sewer  Rentals 

19,233.88 

203,439.10 

Tax  Titles  and  Possessions: 

Tax  Titles 

45,381.13 

Possessions 

4,549.80 

49,930.93 

State  Aid  to  Highways: 

Chapter  90  Construction  1975 

540.08 

Chapter  90  Construction  1974 

84,987.00 

Chapter  90  Construction  1974 

28,329.00 

113,856.08 

Income  Due  From  Cemetery  Perpetual 

Care  Fund  Bequests 

25,000.00 

Underestimates: 

Parks  & Playgrounds  1975 

1,054.52 

Metropolitan  Sewerage  1975 

5,514.48 

6,569.00 

Overlay  1966 

248.35 

Revenue  Account  1976-77 

14,883,473.35 

Loans  Authorized 

2,200,650.00 

Departmental: 

Public  Works 

165.45 

Veterans’  Benefits 

790.94 

Forestry-PW 

1,371.06 

2,327.45 

Water: 

Rates,  etc. 

109,250.03 

Liens: 

Added  to  Taxes  1976 

-7,789.02 

Added  to  Taxes  1975 

15,120.21 

Added  to  Taxes  1974 

-1,596.45 

Added  to  Taxes  1973 

-771.74 

Added  to  Taxes  1972 

397.75 

Added  to  Taxes  1971 

1,064.37 
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Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Added  to  Taxes  1967 


140.25 

186.00 

47.50 

68.81  6,867.68  116,117.71 


Light: 

Rates,  etc. 

Consumers’  Deposits 


2,280,268.12 
116,782.00  2,397,050.12 
24,916,674.63 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 


Loan  Authorized  Unissued 


2,200,650.00 


Guarantee  Deposits: 

Water  Mains  Extensions 
Audubon  Road 
Light-Consumers’  Deposit 


6,850.00 

24,370.41 

116,782.00 


Agency: 

Dog  Licenses  due  County  1,170.30 

Payroll  Deduction  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  39,716.34 

Payroll  Deduction  Life  Insurance  2,603.45 

Payroll  Deduction  Teachers’  Annuity  25.00 

Payroll  Deduction  Union  Dues  301 .25 

Payroll  Deduction  Savings  Bonds-Town  1 ,373.14 

Payroll  Deduction  Savings  Bonds-MLD  387.50 

Tailings  Unclaimed  Checks 


45,576.98 

7,054.03 


General  Clearing  Account 


12,000.00 


Recoveries  Veterans’  Benefits 


4,228.29 


Federal  Grants: 

P.L.  91-230  Title  11  Library 

P.L.  93-380B  Psycho  Educational  Services 

P.L.  874  Aid  to  Schools 

P.L.  94-23  & 24  Indo  Chinese  Children 

ESEA  Title  I 

Youth  Service  Grant  #4A-D-70-12 
Youth  Service  Grant  #4A-D-70-9 
Youth  Service  Grant  #4A-D-70-4 


5,595.30 

2,973.26 

20,596.00 

2,374.85 

4,612.13 

128.15 

1,502.38 

466.33  38,248.40 


State  Grants: 

Highways  Funds  PW  Improve  & Construct 
Town  Ways  35,856.69 
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School  Magnet  Education 

2,428.70 

School  Reading  in  Reading 

13.33 

School  Metco  Program 

28,478.90 

66,777.62 

Revolving  Funds: 

School  Lunch 

85,691.18 

School  Athletics 

1,583.48 

Community  Center  Building 

3,390.87 

Police  Officers  Off  Duty  Work 

377.13 

Public  Library  Book  Fund 

514.88 

Reading  Depot  Museum  Fund 

4,270.82 

Replacement  Chapter  44,  s53,c2 

4,228.44 

Replacement  Chapter  44,  s53,c3 

2,437.31 

102,494.11 

Cemetery  Sale  of  Lots  and  Graves  Fund 

3,544.42 

Appropriation  Balances: 
Revenue: 

General 

350,359.15 

Light 

1,703,523.62 

Water 

00 

Non-Revenue 

259,497.79 

ATM  1974-1975  Not  Available 

Prior  July  1,  ‘76 

15,733,443.40  18,046,823.96 

Overestimates: 

County  Tax  Assessments  1975 

60,774.14 

Special  Education  (Chapter  766)  1975 

4,310.00 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Control  1975 

533.69 

MBTA  Assessment  1975 

4,544.13 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District  1975 

2,505.73 

72,667.69 

Overlay  Surplus  Revenue 

41,568.55 

Overlay  Reserved  for  Abatements: 

Levy  of  1976 

105,237.93 

Levy  of  1975 

85,739.95 

Levy  of  1973-1974 

27,721.10 

Levy  of  1972 

4,195.09 

Levy  of  1971 

3,469.10 

Levy  of  1970 

4,035.47 

Levy  of  1969 

3,104.56 

Levy  of  1968 

481.41 

Levy  of  1967 

186.16 

234,170.77 

Reserve  for  Petty  Cash  Advances 

1,719.00 
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Revenue  Reserved  Util  Collected: 


Farm  Animal  Excise 

51.68 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

372,366.89 

Special  Assessments 

203,439.10 

Tax  Title  and  Possessions 

49,930.93 

Departmental 

2,327.45 

Water 

116,117.71 

Light 

2,280,268.12 

3,024,501.88 

State  & County  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue 

111,316.00 

County  Aid  to  Highways  Chapter  90 

Maintenance  1974 

1,721.75 

County  Aid  to  Highways  Chapter  90 

Maintenance  1973 

1,721.74 

114,759.49 

Surplus  Revenue: 

General 

751,887.03 

Water 

00 

751,887.03 

24,916,674.63 
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SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS  REVENUE  NOT  DUE 
Apportioned  Assessments 

Sewer  House  Water 
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DEBT  STATEMENT 

(Also  Amounts  Due  for  Principal  and  Interest  During  July  1 , 1976  Through  June  30,  1977) 
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SCHEDULE  F 


DEBT  ACCOUNTS  1975/1976 


Inside  Debt  Limit: 

Incinerator  Construction  1970 
PW  Planning  1975 
PW  Building  1975 


1,075,000.00 

55,000.00 

140,000.00 


Sewer: 

Construction  1975 
Construction  1972 
Construction  1970 
Interceptor  1969 
Interceptor  1968 
Construction  1968 
Construction  1968 


1,284,000.00 

680,000.00 

600,000.00 

345.000. 00 

195.000. 00 

130.000. 00 

195.000. 00  3,429,000.00 


School: 

Memorial  High 
Renovations  1970 
Coolidge  Jr  High  1960 
Birch  Meadow  1956 


55.000. 00 

90.000. 00 

20.000. 00  165,000.00  4,864,000.00 


Outside  Debt  Limit: 


School: 

Memorial  High 
Addition  1971 
Memorial  High 
Addition  1970 
Killam  1968 
Alice  Barrows  1963 
Coolidge  Jr  High  1960 
Birch  Meadow  1956 


2,100,000.00 

2.775.000. 00 

1.030.000. 00 

240,000.00 

75.000. 00 

20.000. 00  6,240,000.00 


Water: 

Construction  1972 
Reservoir  1968 
Aqueducts  and  Mains  1964 
Wells  Development 
Treatment  Plant  1961 


280,000.00 

100,000.00 

135.000. 00 

6,000.00 

134.000. 00  655,000.00 


350 


Light: 

Enlarge  Municipal  Plant  1970  450,000.00 
Sub-Station 

Lynnfield  1956  30,000.00  480,000.00  7,375,000.00 


Total  Funded  or  Fixed  Debt  12,239,000.00 


SCHEDULE  G 


TRUST  AND  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNTS 


Hospital  Funds: 
Gilman  L.  Parker 
Anne  S.  Grouard 
Stephen  Foster 


527,306.08 

237,556.95 

9,461.44  774,324.47 


Scholarship  Funds: 

Parker 

Brown 

Sawyer 

Torre 

Parker-Loan 

Northern  Resident  Association 


5,775.35 

1.039.55 
5,572.51 

4.670.55 
4,023.46 

12,132.96  33,214.38 


Library  Funds: 
Appleton 

Appleton-Mansfield 

Foster 

Pierce 

Public 

Torrey 

Tuttle 

Waldin 

Shepardson  Book 


5,575.65 

16,575.61 

14,201.43 

580.24 

1,150.40 

1,159.89 

641.52 

1,901.74 

1,148.29  42,934.77 


Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds: 
Laurel  Hill 
Forest  Glen 


164,027.83 

232,920.85  396,948.68 


292.13 


Stabilization  Fund 

Total  Cash  and  Securities 


351 


1,247,714.43 


SUMMARY  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  PERIOD  07-01-75  06-30-76 
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Police  Salaries  520,936.00  25,000.00  545,936.00  545,936.00 

Police  Maintenance  1973/74  345.90  345.90  345.90 

Police  Maintenance  1974/75  49.96  49.96  49.96 

Police  Maintenance  51,300.00  9,500.00  60,800.00  60,786.05  13.95 

Police  Traffic  Control  Schools  42,900.00  42,900.00  40,476.00  2,424.00 


Loans  Unexpended  Balances 

Transfers  Expended  on  Debit  Trans-  Balance  Forward 

July  1, ‘75  Appropri-  and  Other  Selectmen’s  fers&  Other  Closed  to  and 

Balance  ations  Credits  Totals  Warrants  Charges  Revenue  Overdrafts 
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Land  Purchase  Art.  13  1973  1.00  1.00  1.00 

Updating  Plans  & Preparation 

Wetlands  Map  877.33  877.33  877.33 


Loans  Unexpended  Balances 

Transfers  Lxpended  on  Debit  Trans-  Balance  Forward 

July  1, ‘75  Appropri-  and  Other  Selectmen’s  fersA  Other  Closed  to  and 

Balance  ations  Credits  Totals  Warrants  Charges  Revenue  Overdrafts 
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PUBLIC  WORKS: 

Board  of  Public  Works  Salaries  814,568.00  814,568.00  791,611.51  22,956.49 

Board  of  Public  Works  Expense  367,696.00  138.37  367,834.37  359,271.55  8,500.00  62.82 

BPW  Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control  1,857.62  1,857.62  900.32  957.30 
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Street  Betterments  Belmont 

Street  Ext.  2,010.00  2,010.00  370.69  1,639.31 

Street  Betterments  Hemlock  Road  750.00  750.00  172.09  577.91 

Street  Betterments  Fox  Run  Lane  1,310.00  1,310.00  591.83  718.17 


Street  Betterments  Countryside 

Lane  885.00  885.00  144.9: 
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Water  Construction  1974  500,000.00  500,000.00  321,556.48  15,000.00  163,443.52 

Sewer  Construction  1973  184,284.29  184,284.29  184,284.29 

Replacement  Revolving  Fund 

Chapter  44, S53,C2  1,272.68  1,004.85  2,277.53  774.65  1,502.88 
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Construction  271.22  2,000.00  2,271.22  2,024.80  246.42 

Barrows  School  Construction  2,117.22  2,117.22  2,117.22 

School  Lunch  Revolving  Fund  44,533.98  420,734.33  465,268.51  379,477.13  85,691.18 

School  Athletics  Revolving  Fund  10,072.61  7,189.10  17,261.71  15,678.23  1,583.48 


Metco  Chapter  506  Acts  1966  28,589.10  135,435.00  164,024.10  135,545.20  28,478.90 
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Maintenance  70,820.00  1433.62  72,253.62  72,251.66  1.96 

Public  Library  Book  Fund  19.61 1,326.03  1,345.64  830.76 514.88 

TOTAL  for  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  19.61  217,300.00  2,759.65  220,079.26  214,608.84  4,955.54  514.88 
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Purchase  661.48  661.48  661.48 

School  and  Recreation  Committee  71.82  71.82  71.82 

School  and  Recreation  Site  Study  1 ,000.00  1 ,000.00  1 ,000.00 

Insurance  161,000.00  58,608.74  219,608.74  201,508.90  18,099.84 

Insurance  1974/75  104,456.27  104,456.27  11,967.20  92,489.07 


Loans  Unexpended  Balances 

Transfers  Expended  on  Debit  Trans-  Balance  Forward 

July  l ‘75  Appropri-  and  Olher  Specimen's  ters& Ollier  Closed  lo  and 

Balance  alions  Credits  Totals  Warrants  Charges  Revenue  Overdrafts 
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Eminent  Domain  Land  Taking 

PL93-383  Authorized  26,000.00  26,000.00  26,000.00 

Reserve  Fund 175,000.00  175,000.00  133,431.45  41,568.55  

TOTAL  for  UNCLASSIFIED  131,785.23  859,249.31  159,191.57  1,150,226.11  759,628.09  225,920.52  63,316.20  101,361.30 
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Reimbursement  4,000.00  4,000.00  4,000.00 

Anticipation  of  Revenue 

on  Bonds  2,466.70  2,466.70  2,466.70 


Anticipation  of  Serial  Issue  979,000.00  979,000.00  979,000.00 
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County  Tax  1975  502,047.01  502,047.01  441,272.87  60,774.14 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning 

Council  1974  (1,301.87)  1,301.87 

Parks  and  Reservations  1974  935.90  935.00  935.90 

Metropolitan  Sewerage  1974  5,290.55  5,290.55  5,290.55 


Metropolitan  Air  Pollution 

Control  1974  506.38  506.38  506.38 

Ipswich  River  Water  District  1974  20.77  20.77  20.77 

Special  Education  1974  49,000.00  49,000.00  49,000.00 

County  Tax  1974  47,311.11  47,311.11  47,311.11 
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Blue  Cross  37,830.08  267,043.68  304,873.76  265,157.42  39,716.34 

Life  Insurance  2,523.74  21,455.63  23,979.37  21,375.92  2,603.45 

Teachers  Retirement  100.95  277,537.02  277,637.97  277,637.97 

Teachers  Annuity  1,754.26  85,646.85  87,401.11  87,376.11  25.00 

Union  Dues  201.50  48,034.00  48,235.50  47,934.25  301.25 


Savings  Bonds 
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LIGHT  DEPARTMENT: 

Maintenance  and  Operation  14,692,798.41  14,692,798.41  13,943,071.29  208,969.74  540,757.38 

Depreciation  Fund  1,695,009.28  44,428.14  1,739,437.42  104,616.35  769,741.76  865,079.31 

Regular  Construction  290,729.28  170,957.24  461,686.52  163,999.59  297,686.93 

Boston  Edison  Refund  7,906,723.28  7,906,723.28  7,378,505.98  456,723.28  71,494.02 
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Special  Assessments: 

Added  to  Taxes  Sewer  1975  85.17  85.17  85.17 

Sewer  House  Connections  1975  189.60  189.60  189.60 

Added  to  Taxes  Committed 

Interest  1975  56.18  56.18  56.18 


Sewer  Rentals  1,388.12  1,388.12  1,388.12 
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General  Government  10,108.69  481,592.10  59,632.19  551,332.98  492,801.19  16,251.24  42,280.55 
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SCHEDULE  1-1 


FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  PL  92-512 
Balance  Sheet  - June  30,  1976 
ASSETS 


Special  Cash  Account 
PL  92-512  Account 
Total 

229,948.27 

170,051.73 

400,000.00 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 


Appropriation  from  PL  92-512  Authorized: 
Police  Salaries  ATM  1976-1977 
Fire  Salaries  ATM  1976-1977 
Total 

200,000.00 

200,000.00 

400,000.00 

SCHEDULE  1-2 

COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  BLOCK  GRANT  PL  93-383 
Balance  Sheet  June  30,  1976 


ASSETS 

Special  Cash  Account 
PL  93-383  Account 
Total 

2,849.54 

23,150.46 

26,000.00 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

Appropriation  from  PI  93-383  Authorized: 


Eminent  Domain  Land  Taking  STM 
03-22-76  Art.  4 
Total 

26,000.00 

26,000.00 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


In  accordance  with  Section  1 of  Article  XIII  of  the  Town  By-Laws, 
submitted  herewith  is  the  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Accounting  De- 
partment for  the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1976. 

All  invoices  and  payrolls  were  examined  prior  to  submission  for 
payment  during  the  above  period  and  were  processed  on  41  Treasury 
Warrants,  which  amounted  to  $61,870,073.64. 

The  Town  Treasurer’s  cash  has  been  audited  and  found  to  be  in  order. 
The  total  receipts  reported  by  the  Town  Treasurer  during  the  above 
period  were  $58,885,921.50.  The  cash  balance  on  hand  December  31, 
1976  was  $262,044.48  plus  invested  cash  of  $2,802,558.81  for  a total 
of  $3,064,603.29. 

Monthly  notices  of  appropriation  condition  were  forwarded  to  all 
Town  Officers,  Committees  and  Boards  charged  with  the  expenditure 
of  Town  Funds. 

These  forms  have  been  expended  to  provide  the  detail  most  departments 
require  for  the  preparation  of  operating  budgets. 

As  required  by  law  under  Section  54-A,  Chapter  41  of  the  General 
Laws,  notice  will  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  the  total  receipts 
for  the  calendar  year  of  1976  excluding  taxes,  loans,  trust  funds,  federal 
and  state  grants  and  revolving  funds  and  the  source  of  such  receipts 
will  be  specified. 

As  required  by  law,  under  Section  61,  Chapter  41  of  the  General 
Laws,  all  financial  reports  will  be  filed  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
for  publication  upon  the  completion  of  the  financial  year. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  the  Balance  Sheet  for  the  period  of  July  1 - 
December  31,  1976  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  town. 

Richard  E.  Gould 
TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
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BALANCE  SHEET  - December  31, 1976 
ASSETS 


Cash: 

General  262,044.48 

Cash  Investments  General  2,528,77 1 .75 

Cash  Investments  S-l  MLD  60,967.22 

Cash  Investments  MMWEC  PHASE  1 MLD  212,819.84  3,064,603.29 

Town  Treasurer  Cash  Discrepancy  2,866. 1 1 

Petty  Cash  Advances  - Various  Departments  1 ,7 19.00 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Taxes: 

Levy  of  1977 

Personal  Property  88,872.22 

Real  Estate  5,643,741.35 

Levy  of  1976 

Personal  Property  2,815.33 

Real  Estate  110,680.66 

Levy  of  1975 

Personal  Property  2,146.86 

Real  Estate  4,285.07 

Levy  of  1973-1974 

Personal  Property  2,748.04 

Real  Estate  145.18 

Levy  of  1972 

Personal  Property  586.32 

Real  Estate  652.35 

Levy  of  1971 

Personal  Property  442.98 

Real  Estate  103.11 

Levy  of  1970 

Personal  Property  556.60 

Real  Estate  582.43 

Levy  of  1969  Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1968  Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1967  Real  Estate 

Farm  Animal  Excise: 

Levy  of  1977  472.59 

Levy  of  1973  33.00 

Levy  of  1972  18.68  524.27 


5,732,613.57 


113,496.19 


6,431.93 


2,893.22 


1,238.67 


546.09 


1,139.03 

320.66 

212.53 

-62.68  5,858,829.21 
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Motor  Vehicle  Excise: 
Levy  of  1976 
Levy  of  1975 
Levy  of  1974 
Levy  of  1973 
Levy  of  1972 
Levy  of  1971 
Levy  of  1970 
Levy  of  1966 


135,286.67 

43,368.40 

32,377.06 

22,365.63 

-367.25 

21.82 

62.70 

-69.30 


Special  Assessments: 

Sewer: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1976 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1971 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 

Sewer  House  Connections: 
Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  197.6 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 

Sidewalks: 
Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1976 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Added  to  Taxes  1967 
Added  to  Tatfes  1966 
Added  to  Taxes  1965 


128,298.56 

2,385.39 

350.92 

2,152.02 

778.47 

-469.18 

-199.72 

20.70 

26.25 

17.12  133,360.53 


140,482.54 

1,326.68 

-667.32 

700.42 

252.93 

73.74  142,168.99 


548.51 

-121.65 

-131.34 

68.93 

-56.41 

10.63 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96  -190.09 


233,045.73 
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Special  Assessments: 

Sewer: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1976 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  197 1 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 

Sewer  House  Connections: 
Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1976 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 

Sidewalks: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1976 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Added  to  Taxes  1967 
Added  to  Taxes  1966 
Added  to  Taxes  1965 

Street: 

Unapportioned 
Added  to  Taxes  1976 
Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1971 

Water  Mains: 

Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 


128,298.56 

2,385.39 

350.92 

2,152.02 

778.47 

-469.18 

-199.72 

20.70 

26.25 

17.12  133,360.53 


140,482.54 

1,326.68 

-667.32 

700.42 

252.93 

73.74  142,168.99 


548.51 

-121.65 

-136.34 

68.93 

-56.41 

10.63 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96 

-83.96  -190.09 


30,677.15 

497.68 
366.79 

469.68 
-56.66 
63.46 

28.14  32,046.24 


24.09 

69.60 
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Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1971 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Added  to  Taxes  1967 

Committed  Interest: 

Added  to  Taxes  1976  1 

Added  to  Taxes  1975 
Added  to  Taxes  1974 
Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1971 
Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Added  to  Taxes  1967 
Added  to  Taxes  1966 
Added  to  Taxes  1965 

Sewer  Rentals 

Departmental: 

Public  Works: 

PW  Forestry 
Veterans’  Benefits 


Water: 

Rates,  etc 
Liens: 

Added  to  Taxes  1976  13 

Added  to  Taxes  1975  6 

Added  to  T axes  1 974  - 1 

Added  to  Taxes  1973 
Added  to  Taxes  1972 
Added  to  Taxes  1971  1 


Added  to  Taxes  1970 
Added  to  Taxes  1969 
Added  to  Taxes  1968 
Added  to  Taxes  1967 

Tax  Titles  and  Possessions: 
Tax  Titles 
Tax  Possessions 


21.85 

-35.00 

-35.00 

-35.00 

-35.00 

-35.00 

-35.00  -94.46 


,067.99 

-221.88 

705.83 

207.43 

-143.87 

-72.09 

-69.31 

-31.92 

-31.20 

-32.10 

-16.79 

-20.15  1,341.94 


25,764.02  334,397.17 


460.76 

1,371.06 

790.94  2,622.76 


84,089.43 

,485.49 

,279.40 

,596.45 

772.64 

397.75 

,064.37 

140.25 

186.00 

47.50 

68.81  19,300.48  103,389.91 


61,291.66 

4,549.80  65,841.46 
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Chapter  90: 
Construction  1975 
Construction  1974 


84,987.00 

25,425.59  110,412.59 


Light: 

Rates,  etc 

Consumers  Deposits 


1,571,520.75 
113,892.00  1,685,412.75 


Income  Due  from  Cemetery  Prepetual  Care  25,000.00 

Payroll  Clearing  Account  56,934.88 

Underestimates: 

MBTA  Assessment  1977  410.66 


Revenue  Account  1977-1978 
Estimated  Receipts 
Loans  Authorized 
Total 


34,757.16 

2,956,904.00 

2,200,000.00 

16,737,670.95 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERV  ES 


Loans  Authorized  Unissued 


2,000,000.00 


Temporary  Loans: 

In  Anticipation  Serial  Issue  200,000.00 


Guaranteed  Deposits: 
Audubon  Road 
Water  Mains 


24,370.41 

8,671.85  33,042.26 


Agency: 

Dog  Licenses  Due  County 
Sporting  Licenses  Due  State 
Payroll  Deductions  - Various 


145.35 

375.75 

42,709.47  43,230.57 


Tailings  - Unclaimed  Checks 


7,009.78 


Recoveries  Veterans’  Benefits 


4,228.29 


Federal  Grants: 

PL874  School  Aid 

PL89-313  Handicapped  Children 

ESEA  Title  I 

PL91-230  Title  II  Library 
PL94-23  & 24  Indo  Chinese  Children 
PL93-380  Title  IV  Focus 


20,596.00 

5,089.57 

17,187.42 

984.03 

2,374.85 

5,680.92  51,912.79 
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State  Grants: 

Youth  Services  D-70-12-OFC 

128.15 

Youth  Services  D-70-4 

172.33 

Youth  Services  D-70-9 

32.38 

Improve  & Construct  Town  Ways 

12,713.66 

METCO  Chapter  506 

58,740.25 

Social  Discovery  Project 

2,428.70 

74,215.47 

Revolving  Funds: 

Public  Library  Book  Fund 

264.15 

Community  Center  Building  Fund 

7,582.01 

School  Lunch 

110,606.13 

School  Athletics 

5,437.10 

Reading  Depot  Museum  Fund 

4,046.64 

Replacement  Chapter  44,53,3  School 

3,757.83 

Replacement  Chapter  44,53,2: 

School  719.54 

Public  Works  1,555.38 

Police  1,818.10 

Library  300.00 

4,393.02 

136,086.88 

Trust  Funds  Income: 

Grouard  Hospital 

877.50 

Cemetery  Sale  of  Lots  and  Graves 

6,694.42 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Bequests 

25.00 

Municipal  Light  Refund  and  Reserve  Accounts  309,650.45 


Appropriation  Balances: 
Revenue: 

General 

Light 

Water 

Non-Revenue 


8,165,598.23 
1,185,718.72 
300,178.91  9,651,495.86 

202,825.98  9,854,321.84 


Overestimates: 

State  Recreation  Areas  1977 
Metropolitan  Sewerage  1977 
Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Control  1977 
Ipswich  River  Watershed  District  1977 
Special  Education  1977 
County  Hospital  1-977 
County  Tax  1977 


4,763.04 

4,914.19 

68.44 

24.58 

25,857.00 

5,453.10 

203,126.08  244,206.43 
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Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriation: 
State  Aid  for  Libraries 
School  Building  Settlement 

8,452.13 

23,000.00  31,452.13 

Overlay  Surplus  Revenue 

41,568.55 

Overlay  Reserved  for  Abatements: 
Levy  of  1977 
Levy  of  1976 
Levy  of  1975 
Levy  of  1973-1974 
Levy  of  1972 
Levy  of  1971 
Levy  of  1970 
Levy  of  1969 
Levy  of  1968 
Levy  of  1967 

211,172.23 

98,188.15 

84,794.97 

27,650.51 

4.195.09 

3.469.10 
4,035.47 
3,104.56 

481.41 

186.16  437,277.65 

Reserve  for  Petty  Cash  Advances 

1,719.00 

Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected: 
Farm  Animal  Excise 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Special  Assessments 
Departmental 
Water 

Tax  Titles  and  Possessions 
Aid  to  Highways 
Light 

524.27 
233,045.73 
334,397.17 
2,622.76 
103,389.91 
65,841.46 
1 1 1,316. (X) 

1,685,412.75  2,536,550.05 

Surplus  Revenue: 
General 
Water 
Total 

723,601.89 

00  _723_,60L89 

16,737,670.95 
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FEDERAL  FUNDS  JULY  1 - DECEMBER  31,  1976 


Federal  Funds  have  varied  during  this  period  and  each  fund  must 
have  it’s  own  cash  account  and  must  be  accounted  for  separately. 

The  Town  Treasurer’s  cash  accounts  have  been  audited  and  found 
to  be  in  order. 


Federal  Revenue  Community  Anti- 
Sharing  Development  Recession 
Cash  2 Cash  3 Cash  4 


Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1976  229,948.27  2,849.54 

Cash  Receipts: 

From  U S Government  89,127.00  66,273.53  37,563.00 

Interest  earned  on  Investments  2,721 .09 

Cash  Investments  225,000.00  

Total  Cash  546,796.36  69,123.06  37,563.00 


Less  Cash  Disbursements: 

Cash  Investments  540,000.00 

Appropriation  Payments: 

Community  Development  - Land  26,000.00 

U S HUD  Section  8 Payments 40,739.36  

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1976  66,796.36  2,383.70  37,563.00 


A Balance  Sheet  for  each  of  these  three  accounts  is  set  forth  below. 
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FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  PL  92-512 


BALANCE  SHEET  DECEMBER  31,  1976 
ASSETS 


Special  Cash  2 Account 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds  Invested 

PL  92-512  Account 


6,796.36 

315,000.00 

78,203.64 


Total 


400,000.00 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 


Appropriation  from  #92-512  Authorized: 

Police  Salaries  200,000.00 

Fire  Salaries  200,000.00 

Total 


400,000.00 


COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  BLOCK  GRANT  PL  93-380 
US  HUD  SECTION  8 
BALANCE  SHEET  DECEMBER  31,  1976 

ASSETS 

Special  Cash  3 Account  2,383.70 

Total 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

PL  93-383  Account  2,383.70 

Total 


2,383.70 


2,383.70 
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ANTI-RESSEION  - FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING 

/ 

BALANCE  SHEET  DECEMBER  31,  1976 


Special  Cash  4 Account 
Total 

ASSETS 

37,563.00 

37,563.00 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

Anti-Recession  Account  37,563.00 

Total  37,563.00 
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